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THE  Right  Honourable  Lieutenant*genera| 
Aldercorn. 
James  Abercrombie,  Efq; 
James  Alexander,  Efq; 
Andrew  Allen»  Efq; 
James  Allen,  Efq; 

The  Reverend  Dodor  Aniphlet,  Canon  of  Carlifle, 
^  James  Petit  Andrews^  Efq;  of  Shaw,  nearNeWf 

bury. 
Henry  Appleton,  Efq;  of  London. 
Dodtor  Archer  of  Dublin. 
Major  Arnott. 
Mr.  Afliby  of  Shrewibury. 

B 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Bath- 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Vifcount  Barringtoo^ 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Bathurfl. 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Blayney. 

The  Right  Reverend  the  Lord  BiAiop  of  Bangor.' 

The  Right  Reverend  the  Lord  Bifliop  of  BriftoC 

The  Right  Honourable  Benjamin  Burton. 

Sir  Cecil  Bifhop,  Baronet. 

Sir  Edward  Blount,  Baronet* 

Sir  Orlando  Bridgeman,  Baronet. 
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Captain  R  •  B. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Backhpufe,  A.  M.  Fellow  of 
Chrift-College,  Cambridge. 

Anthony  Bacon,  Efq; 

Arthur  Bagfhaw,  Efq;  of  Brpmfgrove. 

The  Reverend  Thomas  Bagfhaw. 

Henry  Baker,  Efq;  F.  R.  S. 

Thomas  Baker,  Efq; 

Mrs.  Baker  of  Worcefter: 

Townley  Balfour,  Efq;  Gent.  Com.  of  Brazen- 
Nofe  College,  Oxford. 

Thomas  Banks,  Efq;  Gent.  Com.  of  St.  Mary- 
Hall,  Oxford. 

Thomas  Barlow,  Efq; 

Mr.  Jonathan  Barnard^   Merchant  of  London^ 
6  Setts. 

Dodor  Barry. 

Arthur  Barwell,  Efq; 

Dodor  Baylies,  of  Lciccftcr-Fields. 

Jofcph  Bedford,  Efq; 

Richard  Benfon,  Efq; 

Robert  Bcntley,  Efq;  Merchant  of  Dublin, 

Arthur  Bernard,  Efq;  of  the  Middle  Temple. 

William  Bernard,  Efq; 

Charles  Bill,  Efq;  of  Dirley,  In  Willfhire. 

The  Reverend  James  Birt,  LeClurer  of  Newland^ 
in  Glocefterfhire. 

Edward  Biihop,  E(q; 

The  Reverend  Henry  Blacken 

Henry  Blake,  Efq; 

George  Blount,  Efq; 

Charles  Bolas,  Efq; 

John  Bond,  Efq;  of  Grange,  Dorfet. 

Edward  Bofcawcn,  Efq;  Gent.  Com.  of  Chrift's- 
Church  College,  Oxford. 

Theobald 
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Theobald  Bourke,  Efq;  of  his  Majcfty's  Ship  the 
Alcidc. 

Thomas  Bowdler,  Efq; 

Mr.  Samuel  Bradley,  of  Worceftcr. 

Thomas  Bradfhaw,  Efq; 

Mr.  Cornelius  Brady. 

;Bridgeman,  Efqj 

Patrick  Brifcoe,  Efq; 

William  Bromley,  Efq;  of  Abberly. 

George  Broom,  Efq; 

Hawkins  Browne,  Efq;  Gent.  p>m.  of  Hartford- 
College,  Oxford. 

Captain  John  Browne. 

Edward  Bulkely,  Efq; 

Mr.  Burdon,  Bookfeller  of  Wincheftc'r,  24  SetK 

.The  Rqvercnd  Mr.  Burgefs. 

Thomas  Burgh,  M.  D.  of  Coventry. 

Edmund  Burke,  Efq; 

Mr.  Michael  Burke, 

James  Burnett,  Efq; 

Thorjaas  Burroughs,  Efqj 

John  Butl?r,  Efq. 

Richard  Butler,  Efq; 
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The  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Chefterfield. 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Countefs  of  Chefterfield. 
The  Right  Honourable  the  Countefs  Dowager  of 

Coventry. 
•The  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Cavan. 
The  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Charlemount, 

4  Setts. 
The  Honourable  nnd  Right  Reverend  the  Lord 
•    BifhopofCarllfle. 
The  Right  Honourable  Nathaniel  Clements. 
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ThaHoD.  and  Reverend  Mr.  Cholmondeley, 

Sif<jeorge  Colcbrooke,  Baronet, 

Mr;  Calcott  of  Eveiham. 

Doctor  Campbell,  2  Sets. 

Podor  Cameron  of  Worccfter. 

Stratford  Canning,  Efq; 

Mr.  John  Carmalt  of  Staines,  in  Middlefex. 

John  Carrol,  Efq; 

Mr.  Philip  Caftilc. 

John  Challoner,  Efq; 

©odor  Chambers. 

Anthony  Chamier,  Efq; 

The  Reverend  John  Chandler,  A.  M.  of  Magda- 
len College,  Oxford. 

Philip  Chcnevix,  Efq;  Gent.  Com.  A.  B.  Oxford. 

The  Reverend  John  Cheyne  of  Brigftock,  in  Nor- 
thampton (hire. 

Francis  Clare,  Efqj 

Colonel  Clarke. 

Michael  Clarke,  Efq; 

Mifs  Clarke,  of  the  Hill,  in  Hereford/hiro. 

George  Clibbornc,  Efq;  of  Newtown. 

Major  Loftus  Cliffe,  of  Chcfter. 

Robert  Cliffe,  Efq;  Banker  of  London^ 

Andrew  Clinton,  Efq; 

William  Coane,  Efq; 

Mr.  Thomas  Cobb,  of  Sadler^s  Hall,  Cheapfidc, 

The  Reverend  Ralph  Cocking. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Cocks,  Prebendary  of  Briftpl. 

Mr.  Waliiogham  Collins^  M^rchstnt, 

George  Colman,  Efq; 

John  Cplthurft,  Efq;  • 

The  Reverend  Dodlor  Coningibicj  Re^ojrof  peU'r 
comb,  in  Herefordshire. 

•fhc  Reverend  Peter  Qqok^ 

Holland 
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Holland  Cookfey,  Efq;  of  Claines,  in  Worcefter^ 

{hire. 
Michael  Cormick^  Efq;  of  Mullinmore,  2  Sets. 
Mrs.  Mary  Cormick. 

Mr.  Ulick  Cormick,  Merchant  of  London. 
John  Cornwall,  Efq; 
James  Coutts,  Efq; 
Aflilcy  Cowper,  Efq;  Clcr.  Pari. 
William  Cowper,  Efq; 
Richard  Cox,  Efq; 
The  Reverend  Mr.  Coy,  of  Oxford. 
Ridiard  Hippefly  Coxe,  Efq; 
William  Cracraft,  Efq; 
Kkhard  Cracraft,  junior,  Efq; 
—  Crafts,  Efq;  of  Southwell,  in  Nottingham(hire« 
Mr.  Samuel  Croker. 

John  Cromie,  Efq;  of  the  Middle  Temple. 
Henry  Crookfhantce,  Efq;  of  the  Middle  Temple. 
William  Crowe,  Efq; 
James  Crowe,  Efq; 
John  Crowe,  Efq; 
Daniel  Cunningham,    Efq;  of  Stonehoufe,   iq 

Shropihire. 
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His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Dorfet. 

The  Right  Honourable  Lady  Arabella  Denney. 

The  Right  Honourable  Lady  Dalkeith. 

The  Honourable  Robert  Drummond. 

The  Honourable  Henry  Drummond. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Dangerfield,  Vicar  of  Good* 

rich^  in  Hereford(hire. 
Do&ot  Dantry,  2  Sets. 
Cbriflophcr  Pardifs,  Efq; 
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Charles  Dafliwood,  Efq;  Gent.  Cora,  of  Si.  Mary- 
Hall,  Oxford. 

Henry  Dafliwood,  Efq;  Gent.  Com.  of  Brazen- 
Nofe  College,  Oxford. 

The  Jlevercnd  William  Davies,  of  Briftol. 

Mr.  John  Davies  of  Clerkenwell,  London. 

William  Davies,  Efq; 

Tofeph  Deane,  Efq; 

William  Deane,  Efq; 

Mr.  Dennis  Delane. 

John  Delme,  Efq; 

— —  Dickfon,  Efq;  of  Hartford-College,  Oxford. 

Nicholas  Dillon,  Efq;  of  Dunboyne. 

Mr.  John  Dodfon,  A.  M^  Fellow  of  Oriel-College, 
Oxfotd.      . 

Dodlor  M'Donagh. 

Dennis  Doran,  Efq; 
.  The  Reverend  Doctor  Douglas. 

Chriftopher  D'Oyley,  Efq; 

John  Drummond,  Efq; 

Mr.  William  Dryden. 

.  Pejer  Diibuiflbn,  Efq;  of  Newland,  in  Gloccftcr-. 
(hire. 

John  Duke,  Efq; 

James  Dunkin,  Efq;  of  the  Middle-Temple,  2  fets. 

Hale  Dyer,  Efq;  of  Chelfea. 

Samvel  Dyer,  Efq; 

E 
The  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Exeter. 
The  Right  SHdnourablc  the  Countcfs  of  Exeter. 
The  Right  Honoui^ble  the  Earl  of  Eglinton. 
The  Reverend   Mr.  Eafton,    A.  M.  Fellow  of 

ChrilVs-College,  Cambridge. 
>Villiam  Eden,  Efq;  df  Chrift's-Church  College, 

Oxford. 
Mr.  Abraham  Edliq^  John 
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John  Edwards,  Efqi  of  St.  Mary-Hall,  Oxford. 

Thomas  Edwards,  Efq;  of  Cardiff 

Mrs.  Edwards  of  Worceftcr. 

William  Ellis,  Efq; 

The  Reverend  Mr*  Evans,  Canon  of  Worccfter. 

John  Evans,  Efq; 

Mrs.  Evans  of  Goodrich  in  Herefordfhire* 

F 
The  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Farnham. 
The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Foley. 
The  Honourable  Thomas  Fitzmaurice,    of  St. 

Mary-Hall,  Oxford. 
The  Honourabk  Mrs.  Fettyplacc* 
Mifs  Fettyplace. 

Mr.  George  Faulkner,  of  Dublin. 
The  Reverend  Chriftopher  Field,  of  Frampton. 
Mr.  Thomas  Fifher,  of  Philadelphia,  in  Penfyl- 

vania. 
Mr.  Filher  of  Leicefter-Fields, 
Mr.  J.  Fiflier. 

The  Reverend  William  Fletcher,  S.  T.  P. 
Thomas  Fletcher,  Efq;  of  Monmoutlv 
Mr.  Fletcher,  Bookfeller  in  Oxford,  24  fcts. 
Henry  Flood,  Efq; 
Mrs.  Alice  FoUiott. 
Samuel  Foote,  Efq; 
Mr.  John  Forbes,  Surgeon,  of  Chelfea. 
Mr.  Charles  Foreman. 
The  Reverend  Doftor  Fothergill,   Fellow  of 

Queen's-Coll^Cy  Oxford. 
The  Reverend  Doftor  Fowel,  Chaplain  to  his 

Grace  the  Lord  Archbiihop  of  Canterbury. 
Mofes  Franks,  Efq; 

Mr.  William  Frederick  J  Bookfeller  at  Bath^  24fets« 

The 
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The  Reverend  David  Freeman. 

Mr,  George  Friel. 

G 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Vifcount  Gage. 

The  Honourable  Lady  Betty  Germaine. 

The  Honourable  Mrs.  Gunning. 

Sir  Sampfon  Gideon^  Baronet,  of  Chrift's-Church 
College,  Oxford. 

Sir  Archibald  Grant,  Baronet,  of  Monymufk. 

Mr.  Gamidge,  Bookfeller  of  Worccfter. 

The  Reverend  Samuel  Garbet. 

Francis  Garden,  Efq; 

Robert  Gardiner,  Efq; 

Mrs.  Gardiner  of  Snow*Hill,  London. 

Mafon  Gerrard,  Efq;  2  fets. 

John  Gilmour,  Efq; 

Mr.  James  Goddard. 

The  Reverend  Doftor  Gower,  Provoft  of  Wor- 
cefter-College,  Oxford. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Graham  of  Ncthcrby. 

Lewis  Granom,  Efq; 

The  Book-Society  of  Grantham»  in  Lincolnfhire. 

Mr.  William  Grove,  A.  B.  of  OrieUCollege,  Ox- 
ford. 

Morgan  Graves,  Efq;  of  Mickleton,  in  Glocefter- 
(hirc. 

The  Reverend  Richard  Green,  S.  T.  P.  Redlor  of 
Bellbroughton,  in  Worcefterfliire. 

John  Green,  M.  D.  of  Greenwich. 

William  De  Grey,  Efq;  Solicitor-general. 

Thomas  Guillym,  Efq;  of  Rofs,  in  Hereford(hire. 

H 

Her  Grace  the  Duchefs  of  Hamilton  and  Brandon, 
The  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Hardwick. 

"   ■  The 
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The  Right  Honourable  and  Right  Reverend  the 

Lord  Bi(hop  of  Hereford. 
The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Vifcount  HeadFort. 
The  Honourable  and  Reverend  William  Harley^ 

Canon  of  Worccfter. 
The  Honourable  Robert  Herbert. 
The  Honourable  George  Hay,  LX.  D.  Dean  of 

the  Arches,  and  one  of  the  Lords  Commif- 

fioners  of  the  Admiralty,  4  fets. 
The  Reverend  Mr.  Hampton,  Reftor  of  Plump- 
ton,  in  Suflex. 
Capcl  Hanbury,  Efq;  of  Pontpool,  in  Monmouth- 

fhire,  2  fets.    . 
William  Hanbury,  Efq; 
Mr.  John  Hardy. 
The  Reverend  Mr.  Hare  of  Beachampton,  in  Buc* 

kinghamQiire. 
Benjamin  Harene,  Efq; 
The  Reverend  Mr.  Harrington,  Fellow  of  Chriil*$ 

College,  Cambridge. 
The  Reverend  Mr.  Harrifon. 
John  Harrifon,  Efq; 

Mr.  John  Harrifon,  Merchant,  of  London^ 
Mr.  Thomas  Hartley, 
Dodlor  Hay. 

William  Haye,  Efq;  of  Greenwich. 
Doctor  Hayes,  Profciibr  of  Mufic  in  the  Univer« 

fity  of  Oxford. 
Mr.  Philip  Hayes,  Batchelor  of  Mufic  in  Oxford. 
William  Hayward,  Efq; 
The  Reverend  Thomas  H^any  of  MonkAown. 
Andrew  Heron,  M^  D, 
Dodor  Hiffernant 
Dofior  Hill. 
The  Reverend  Guy  Hill,  A.  U.  Vicar  of  Wal- 

ford|  in  Hcrcfordihirc*  Mr« 
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Mr.  George  Hill,  Merchant  in  Worcefter, 

Mr.  Jofeph  Hill. 

Mr.  Hcxrkrill. 

Hugh  Hogan,  Efq; 

Mr.  Holcom. 

Rogers  Holland,  Efq;  of  Lincoln's-Inn. 

Mr.  Peter  Holfteyn,  of  Rotterdam. 

John  Home,  Efq; 

Thomas  Hopkins,  Efq;  of  Newland  in  Gloceftcr- 
ihire. 

Francis  Hopkins,  Efq; 

John  Hart,  Efq; 

Gorges  Edmund  Howard,  Efq; 

Mr.  Alfred  Howard. 

Mrs.  Huddcsford  of  Oxford. 

William  Hudfon,  Efq; 

The  Reverend  Lambert  Hughes,  S.  T.  P. 

The  Reverend  William  Hughes,  of  Worceftcr 
Cathedral. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Hughes,  Vicar  of  Radway  in 
Warwickfhire.     . 

Mr.Hugh  Hughes  of  the  SunFire-Office,  London. 

Thomas  Hunt,  Efq;  Gent.  Com.  of  Pembroke- 
College,  Oxford. 

Mr.  John  Hutchenfon,  Merchant. 

Hartley  Hutchinfon,  Efq;of  Pcter-ftrcet,  DuWin. 
•The  Reverend  Mr.Hutton,  Redor  ofMaidfmor- 
ton,  in  Buckinghamfhire. 

I 

Colonel  James  of  Worcefter, 
Charles  Jenkinfon,  Efq; 
The  Reverend  Doflor  Jenner,  Prefident  of  Mag- 
dalen-College, Oxford. 
Charles  Jennings,  Efq; 

Lewis 
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Lewis  Inncs,  Efq; 

James  Johnfton,  Efq;  of  Gray's-Inn, 

William  Johnftonc,  Efq; 

Colonel  Daniel  Jones, 

Loftus  Jones,  Efq; 

Mifs  Jones  of  Shrewfbury. 

John  Morton  Jordan,  Efq; 

Thomas  Joye,  Efq; 

K. 

Sir  Francis  Knolles,  Baronet,  of  Thame,  in  Ox« 
fordfhire. 

The  Honourable  Major-general  KeppeL 

William  Kane,  Efq;  of  Cloutarf. 

Dodlor  William  King,  late  Principal  of  St.  Mary- 
Hall,  Oxford,  2  fets. 

John  King,  Efq; 

Captain  Michael  Burne  Knox. 

L 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Leeds. 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Leigh. 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Lyttelton. 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Longford. 

'         Lake,  Efq; 

Mrs.  Land. 

Bennet  Langton,  Efq; 

Ifaac  Lavine,  Efq;  Gent.  Com.  of  St.  Mary-Hall^ 
Oxford. 

Richard  Lawrence,  Efq;  Gent.  Com.  of  St.  Mary- 
Hall,  Oxford. 

Mr.  Lawfon,  of  Whitechapcl. 

Mr.  Lawton,  BookfcUer  of  Chefter,  12  fets. 

Michael  Leigh,  Efq; 

Mrs.  Julia  Leflie. 

Henry  L'Eftrange,  Efq;  of  Moifton. 

Edward  Lewis,  Efq; 

Willoughby 
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Willoughby  Lightburnc>  Efq> 

Mr.  Harcourt  Lightburne,  Merchant  of  Dubfin^ 

Mr.  Lifter,  Surgeon  io  Bath. 

Colonel  Litcbfieid. 

Mrs.  Lloyd  of  Domgay* 

James  Logan,  Efq; 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Lort,  Fellow  of  Trinity-CoI«> 
lege,  and  Greek  ProfelTor,  in  the  Univeriity  of 
Cambridge. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Lowry,  Rcdlor  of  Charlton, 
in  Oxfordfliire.  ^ 

The  Reverend  Dr.  Lowth. 

Colonel  Lufhington. 

John  Lydal  junior,  Efq;  of  Uxmore,  in  Oxford- 
fliire. 

Reginald  Lygon,  Efq;  of  Maddresfield,  m  Wcxw 
cefterfliirc. 

Mr.  William  Lynes. 

The  Reverend  Dodlor  Lyon. 

M 
The  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  March. 
The  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  MilltowDr 
The  Honourable  Charles  Mariham,  of  Chr' 

Church  College,  Oxfords 
Sir  John  Morgan,  Baronet. 
Sir  William  Maync,  Baronet. 
Robert  Mackay,  Efq;  6  fcts. 
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ragement of  their  fubfcriptbH,  we  hope  they  will  not  impute 
the  omiflion  of  their  names  in  the  above  Catalogue  to  any 
fort  of  negle6l ;  as  care  was  taken  to  poftpone  the  printing  of 
it  to  the  lateft  period  we  poffibly  could. 


CONTENTS 


[      XXV      ] 


CONTENTS 

O  F      T  H  E 

FIFTEENTH    VOLUME. 

Tly^EMO  IR  S  relating  to  that  Change  tvbicb 

JL  K£    happened  in  the,  ^eens  Minijiry  in  the 

Tear  17  lo.  Page  i 

Preface  to  tbf  Htftory  of  the  four  hji  Ttars 
of  ^een  Anne*s  Reign,  43 

An  Enquiry  into  the  Behaviour  of  the  ^eeris 
lajl  Minijiry,  with  relation  to  their  S^uarrels 
among  themfehes,  and  the  Defign  charged 
upon  them  of  altering  the  SucceJJion  of  the 
Crown,  51 

^Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  to  the  Siueen,  144 

An  Anecdote  relative  to  the  Peace  of  Utrecht,   146 

A  Copy  of  Dr.  Swift's  Memorial  to  the  ^een,  147 

Some  Cmfiderations  upon  the  Confequences  hoped 
and  feared  from  the  Death  of  the  S^ueen,      149 

A  Sermon  upon  the  Martyrdom  fK.  Charles  I.  1 56 

An 


xxvi  CONTENTS. 

Page 

Jin  Account  of  the  Court  and  Empire  of  Japan,  1 80 
A  Letter  to  the  Writer  of  the  Occafional  Paper,  1 97 
Of  Public  Abfurdities  in  England,  207 

Short  Remarks  on  BiJJoop  Burnefs  Hijlory^  2 14 
An  AbJlraSt  of  the  Hijlory  of  England,  2 1 7 

A  Letter  to  a  Member  of  Parliament  in  Ire^ 
land,  upon  chufng  a  new  Speaker  there,       225 

Some  few  Thoughts  concerning  the  Repeal  of 

the  "Tejl,  237 

Maxims  controlled  in  Ireland,  239 

Sent  to  Dr.  Swift y  by  a  ^aker,  25 1 

A  Letter  from  Sir  John  Browne  to  Dr.  Swift,  252 

A  Letter  on  Mr.  M'Culla's  ProjeSl  about 
Halfpence,  and  a  new  one  propofed,  260 

Doing  Good,  a  Sermon,  on  the  occafon  of  Wood's 
Projea,  283 

A  Propofal  that  all  the  Ladies  and  Women  of 
Ireland  Jhould  appear  conjlantly  in  IriJIo 
Manufactures,  299 

A  Letter  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Dublin,  concern^ 
ing  the  Weavers,  312 

Anfwer  to  fcveral  Letters  from  unknown 
Perfons,  325 

An  Anfwer  to  fever al  Letters  fent  from  un^ 
known  Hands,  338 

ne 


CONTENTS.  xxvil 

Page 
ffpe  Subjlance  of  what  was/aid  by  the  Dean  of 

St.  Patrick's  to  the  Lord  Mayor  ahd  fome 
pf  the  Aldermen^  when  bis  LordJI^ip  came 
to  prefent  the  f aid  Dean  wtb  bis  Freedom 
in  a  Gold-box^  348 

ftboughfs  en  Religion^  355 

Further  Thoughts  on  Religion,  361 

A  Prayer  for  Stella^  363 

ji  Sermon  upon  the  Excellence  of  Christia- 
nity, in  oppnfition  toHEATn^H^HlLO- 
SOPHY,  365 

Upon  giving  Badges  to  the  Poor^  384 

Conjiderations  about  maintaining  the  Poor,        387 
The  bumble  Reprefentation  of  the  Clergy  to  the 

jircbbiJI:op  of  Dublin,  394 

jIn  Anfwer  to  Bickerjlaffy  405 

Jlints  on  Good  Manners^  4 1 5 

Refolutions  when  I  come  to  be  old^  4 1 9 

Laivsfor  the  Dean's  Servants,  421 

/i  faker's  Letter  from  Philadelphia,  424 

CbaraSler  of  Mrs.  H^*  **d,  425 

— — r '  of  Dr.  Sheridan^  430 

The  Hi/lory  of  the  Second  Solomon,  43  5 

On  the  Death  of  Mrs.  Jobnfon,  [Stella]  444 

Of  the  Education  of  Ladies,  462 

^  Pfcourfe  to  prove  the  Antiquity  of  the 
English  Tongue^  Jhewing,  from  various 
injlances,  that  Hebrew,  Greek,  and 
Lat  JN,  were  derived  from  the  Enqlish,  470 

THE 


[    xxix    ] 


I         ■'     I 


THE 

EDITORS 

TO    THE 

READER. 

TT  may  appear  fomewhat  ftrange  to  the 
•^  world,  and  efpecially  to  men  of  tafte 
and  learning,  that  fo  many  poetical,  hifto- 
rical,  and  other  mifcellaneous  produftions 
of  Dr.  Swift,  Ihould  have  lain  dormant 
fuch  a  nmnber  of  years,  after  the  deceafc 
of  an  Author  fo  univerfally  admired  in 
all  nations  of  the  globe,  which  have  any 
Ihare  of  politenefs.  However,  not  to  be 
over  and  above  particular  on  this  occafion ; 
were  it  of  any  confequence  to  relate  by 
4  what 


m  The  feDlTORS  to  thi  READER, 
what  extraordinary  means  thefe  feveral 
Pipers  were  refcued  from  the  injuries  Of 
time  and  accidents  j  or,  to  infill  upon  fomd 
other  circumftances,  Which  at  prefcnt,  we 
rather  chufe  to  pafs  over  in  filence  ;  it 
would,  perhaps,  feem  rather  more  alio- 
nifliing,  that  ever  indeed  they  Ihould 
Have  had  the  good  fortune  to  make  their 
appearance  at  all.  It  may  fuffice  to  ob- 
ferve,  That  in  order  to  gratify  the  curio- 
fity  of  the  I^ublic,  we  fliall  afcertain  thefe 
Writings  to  be  genuine  ;  although  to 
every  man  of  talle  and  judgment  they' 
carry  their  own  marks  of  authenticity^ 
And  therefore,  as  all  the  original  Manu- 
fcripts,  not  to  mention  two  or  three  Poems 
taken  from  the  public  prints,  arc  in  the 
Dodlor's  own  hand  j  or,  tranfcribed  by  his 
Amanuenlis,  have  the  fandlion  of  his  in- 
dorfementj  fome  few  copies,  for  which 

^  indeed 
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indeed  we  have  the  honour  to  be  obliged 
to  our  friends,  only  excepted  ;  we  fhall 
depofite  them  in  the  Britilh  Mufeum,  pro- 
vided the  Governors  will  pleafe  to  receive 
them  into  their  coUeftion. 

London, 
March  i8,  1765. 
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MEMOIRS, 

RELATING      TO 

That  Change  which  happened   in  the 
Queen's  Ministry  in  the  Year  1710^ 

Written  in  October,  mdccxiv, 

HAVING  continued,  for  near  the 
fpace  of  four  years,  in  a  good 
degree  of  confidence  with  the 
miniflry  then  in  being,  although 
not  with  fo  much  power  as  was  believed, 
Or  at  leaft  given  out,  by  my  friends  as  well 
as  by  my  enemies,  efpecially  the  latter,  in 
both  houfes  of  parliament :  And  tliis  ha- 
ving happened  during  a  very  bufy  period 
of  negotiations  abroad,  and  management 
or  intrigue  at  home,  I  thought  it  might 
probably^  fome  years  hence,  when  the  pre- 
fent  fcene  fhall  have  given  place  to  many 
new  ones  that  will  arife,  be  an  enter-- 
tainment  to  thofe  who  will  have  any  per- 
fonal  regard  for  me  or  my  memory,  to  fet 
down  fome  particularities  which  fell  un- 
der my  knowledge  and  obfervation,  while 
I  was  fuppofed,  whether  truly  or  no,  to 
have  part  in  the  fccret  of  affairs. 

VojL.XV.  B  One 
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One  circumftance  I  am  a  litde  fony  for, 
that  I  was  too  negligent  (againft  what  I 
had  always  refolved,  and  blamed  others 
for  not  doing)  in  taking  hints  or  jour- 
nals of  every  thing  material  as  it  pafled^ 
whereof  I  omitted  many  that  I  cannot  now 
recoiled:,  although  I  was  convinced,  by  a 
thoufand  inftances,  of  the  weaknefs  of  my 
memory.  But,  to  fay  the  truth,  the  nearer 
knowledge  any  man  has  in  the  affairs  at 
Court,  tlie  lefs  he  thinks  them  of  confe- 
quence,  or  worth  regarding.  And  thofe 
kind  of  paflages,  which  I  have  with  curi- 
ofity  found  or  fearched  for  in  Memoirs, 
I  wholly  negleded  when  they  were  freely 
communicated  to  me  from  tlie^firft  hand, 
or  were  fuch  wherein  I  adted  myfelf.  This 
I  take  to  be  one  among  other  reafons  why 
great  minifters  feldom  give  themfelves  the 
trouble  of  recording  the  important  parts  of 
.tliat  adminiftration,  where  they  themfelves 
are  at  the  head.  They  have  cxtinguilbed 
.all  that  vanity  which  ufually  pollefles  men 
during  their  firft  acquaintance  at  courts  ; 
and,  like  the  mailers  of  a  puppet-fhow, 
.tliey  defpife  thofe  motions  which  fill  com- 
mon fpcctators  .with  wonder  and  delight. 

However,  upon  frequently  recollecting 
the  courfe  of  affairs  during  the  time  I  was 
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feither  trufted  or  employed ;  I  am  deceived, 
if  in  hiftory  there  can  be  found  any  perio(f 
tnore  full  of  pkflages,  which  the  ctirious 
of  another  kge  would  be  glad  to  know  the 
fecret  fpiings  of ;  or,  from  whence  more: 
ufeful  inllrudtions  may  be  gathered  for 
direfting  the  conduct  of  thofe,  who  fliall 
hereafter  have  the  good  or  ill  fortune  to  be 
engaged  in  biifinefs  of  the  ftate. 

It  may  probably  enough  happen,  that 
thofe  who  fhall  at  any  timfe  hereafter  pe- 
rufe  thefe  papers,  may  think  it  not  fuit^ble 
to  the  nature  of  them,  that,  upon  occafion,  I 
fometimes  make  mention  of  mvfelf ;  who, 
during  thefe  tr^nfadions,  ana  ever  fince, 
was  a  perfon  without  titles  or  public  em- 
ployment.   But,  fince  the  chief  leaders  oJ? 
the  fadlion  then  oiit  of  power,  were  pleafed 
ill  both  houfes  of  parliament  to  take  eveiy 
opportunity  of  fliewing  their  malice,  by 
mentioning  me  (and  often  by  name)  as 
one  who  was  in  the  fecret  of  all  affairs, 
md  without  whofe  advice  or  privity,  no- 
thing was  done,  or  employment  difpofed 
of,  it  will  not,  perhaps,  be  improper  to  take 
notice  of  fome  paflages,  wherein  the  public 
and  myfelf  were  jointly  concerned  ;  not  to 
mention  that  the  chief  caufe  of  giving  my- 
felf this  trouble,  15  to  fatisfy  my  particular 
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friends ;  and,  at  worft,  if,  after  tke  fa.tc 
of  naaniifcripts,  thefe  papers  fl^aU,  by  acci- 
dent or  indifcretion,  faU  into  the  public 
view,  they  will  be  no  more  liable  to  ccn- 
fure  than  other  memoirs,  published  for 
manyyears  paft,  in  Engliih,  French,  and  Ita- 
lian. The  period  of  <^une  I  deiign  to  treat 
on,  win  conamence  with  September  1710, 
from  which  time,  till  withia  two  months 
of  the  Queen's  death,  I  was  never  abfent 
from  court,  except  about  £s  weeks  '"^ 
Ireland. 

But,  becaufe  the  great  change  of  em- 
ployments in  herMajefty'a  family,  as  well 
as  in  the  kingdom,  was  begim  iamt 
mcmths  before,  and  had  been  thought  oi> 
from  the  time  of  Dr.  Sacheverel's  tiia), 
while  I  was  abfent,  and  lived  retired  in 
Ireland;  I  Ihall  endeavour  to  recolleft,.  as. 
well  as  I  am.  able,  fpme  partictilarsllearn-. 
ed  from  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  the  Lwd  Vif:' 
count  Bolingbroke,  the  Lady  Mafliam,  and 
DoftOT  Atterbury,  who  were  beft  able  tp: 
inform  me, 

I  have  often  with  great  eameflnefsprelf. 
cd  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  then  Lord  Treafu- 
rer,  and  my  Lady  Mafham,  who  were  the 
fble  perfons  whdch  brought  about  that 
great  change,  to  give  me  a  particular  aci 
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cottnt  of  eVeiy  Gircumftance  and  paflage 
during  thai  l^hole  tranfaftion:  Nor  did 
this  mequeft  proceed  fron  curiofity,  ot  the 
ambition  of  knowing  and  publifhing  rni- 
pfortint  fecrfets ;  but^  from  a  fincerc  honeft 
defign  of  juftifjring  the  Queen,  in  the  mea- 
fures  fhe  then  took^  and  after  purfued, 
againft  a  l6ad  of  fcandal  which  would  cer- 
teiinly  be  thrown  on  her  memory,  with  fome 
appearance  of  truth.  It  was  eafy  to  fore- 
fee,  even  at  that  dillance,  that  the  Queen 
could  not  live  many  years;  and  it  was 
fufficiently  known,  what  party  was  moft 
in  the  good  graces  of  the  fucceflbr;  and, 
confequently,  what  turns  would  be  given 
by  hiiloriAns  to  her  Majefty's  pr6ceedings, 
under  a  reign,  where  diredt  contrary  mea- 
fiires  would  probably  be  taken.  For  in- 
duce, what  would  be  more  eafy  to  a  ma- 
licious pen  than  to  charge  the  Queen  with 
inconfbuicy,-  weaknefs,  and  ingratitude, 
in  removing  and  difgracing  the  Duke  of 
MarlbotxDugh,  who  had  fb  many  years 
commanded  her  armies  with  vidtoiy  and 
fuccefs ;  in  difplacing  fo  many  great  offi- 
cers of  her  court  and  kingdom,  by  whofe 
counfels  fhe  had  in  all  appearance  fo  prof- 
peroufly  governed ;  in  extending  the  marks 
of  her  feverity  and  difpleafure  towards  the 
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'vjrife  and  daughters,  as  well  as  relations 
and  allies,  of  that  perfon  Ihe  had  fo  long 
employed  and  fp  highly  tnifted ;  and  all 
this  by  the  private  jntrigues  of  a  woman 
of  her  bed-chamber,  in  concert  with  art 
^tful  man,  who  might  be  fuppofed  to 
have  adled  that  bold  part  only  from  a 
motive  of  revenge  upon  the  lofs  of  his  em- 
ployments, or  of  ambition  to  come  again 
inp  power  i 

Thefe  were  fome  of  the  arguments  I  of- 
ten made  ufe  of  with  great  freedom,  both 
to  the  Earl  of  Oxford  and  my  Lady  Mafham, 
to  incite  them  to  furnifh  me  with  mate- 
rials for  a  fair  account  of  that  great  traur 
fadlion,  to  which  they  always  feemed  asi 
well  difpofed  as  myfelf.  My  LadyMafliani 
did  likew;ife  alTure  me,  that  Ihe  had  fre- 
quently informed  the  Queen  of  my^requeft, 
which  her  Majelly  thought  very  reafcm- 
able,  and  did  appear  upon  all  occafions.as 
defirous  of  preferving  reputation  with  pof- 
tcrity,  as  might  juftly  become  a  great 
Prince  to  be. 

But,  that  incurable  difeafe,  either  of  negli- 
gence or  procraftination,  which  influenced, 
every  adtion  both  of  the  Queen  and  the. 
Earl  of  Oxford,  did  in  fome  fort  infeft  every 
one  who  had  credit  pr  bufinefs  in  court ; 

For, 
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For,  after  foliciting  nearfour  years,  to  obtain 
a  point  of  fo  great  importance  to  the  Queen 
and  her  fervants,  from  whence  I  could  pro- 
pofe  nothing  but  trouble,  malice,  and  envy 
to  myfelf,''  it  was  perpetually  put  off. 

The  fcheme  I  offered  was  to  write  her 
Majefty's  reign  ;  and,  that  this  work  might 
not  look  officious  or  affedled,  I  was  ready 
to  accept,  the  hiftoriographer's  place,  al-  . 
though  of  inconfiderable  value,  and  of 
which  I  might  be  fure  to  be  deprived  upon 
the  Queen's  death. 

This  negligence  in  the  Queen,  the  Earl 
of  Oxford,  and  my  Lady  Mafliam,  is  the 
caufe  that  I  can  give  but  an  imperfedl  ac- 
count of  the  firft  fprings  of  that  great 
change  at  court,  after  the  trial  of  Dodtor 
Sacheverel,  my  memory  not  ferving  me  to 
retain  all  the  fadls  related  to  me;  but, 
what  I  remember  I  fliall  here  fet  down. 

There  was  not,  perhaps,  in  all  England, 
a  perfon  who  underftood  more  artificially 
to  difguife  her  paflions  than  the  late  Queen. 
Upon  her  firft  coming  to  the  throne,  the 
Duchefs  of  Marlborough  had  loft  all  favour 
with  her,  as  her  Majcfty  hath  often  ac- 
knowledged to  thofe  who  have  told  it  me. 
That  Lady  had  long  prcferved  an  afcendant 
over  l^er  Miftrcfs,  while  fhc  >vas  Princefs, 
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which  her  Majefty,  when  £he  came  to  the 
crown,  had  neither  patience  to  bear,  nor 
fpirit  to  fubdue.  This  Princefs  was  fo  cx^ 
a(6l  an  obferver  of  forms,  that  Ihis  feem.ecj 
to  have  made  it  her  ftudy,  and  would  of- 
ten defcend  fo  low,  as  to  obferve,  in  her 
domefticks  of  either  fex,  who  came  in  her 
prefence,  whether  a  ruffle,  a  periwig,  or 
the  lining  of  a  coat,  were  unfuitable  at  cer^ 
tain  times.  The  Duchefs,  on  the  other 
fide,  who  had  been  ufed  to  great  familia^ 
rities,  coiild  not  take  it  into  her  head,  that; 
any  change  of  ftation  Ihould  put  her  upon 
changing  her  behaviour,  the  continuance 
of  which  was  the  more  ojffenfiv^  to  her 
Majefly,  whofe  other  fervants,  of  the  greatr 
eft  quality,  did  then  treat  her  witlj  the  ut^' 
moft  refped. 

The  Earl  of  Oodolphin  held  in  favour 
about  three  years  longer,  and  then  de- 
clined, although  he  kept  his  office  till  the 
general  change.  I  have  heard  feveral  rea- 
fons  given  for  her  Majefty's  early  difguft 
againft  that  Lord.  The  Duchefe,  who  ha4 
long  been  his  friend,  often  prevailed  on 
him  to  folicit  the  Queen  upon  things  very 
unacceptable  to  her,  which  her  Majefty 
liked  the  worfe,  as  knowing  from  whence 
they  originally  camej  c^ncj  his  Lordihip, 

although 


in  thi  QvsEN^&  Ministry,'      9 

althGugh  he  endeavoured  to  be  as  refped- 
f ul  as  his  nature  would  penuit  him>  was, 
upon  all  occ^ORS^  rauda  too  arbip:ury  and 
obtruding,  :,.  i 

To  the  Du]{:e  of  Marlborough  Ihe  was 
wholly  indifferent  (as  her  nature  in  gene- 
ral pfompt^  her  to  be),  until  his  reftlefs, 
impatient  b^havioiir  had  turned  her  a- 
gainft  him, 

.  The  Queen  had  not  a  ftock  of  amity 
to  ferve  above  one  objed  at  a  time ;  and 
ftirther  than  a  bare  good  or  ill  opinion, 
w*hii(:h  flae  foon  contradled  and  changed, 
andj  very  often  upon  light  grounds,  flic 
coiJd  hardly  be  faid  either  to  love  or  to 
hate  any  body*  She  grew  fo  jealous  upon 
the  change  of  her  fervants,  that  often, 
out  of  fear  of  being  impofed  upon,  by 
a^  over-caution,  flie  would  impofe  upon 
herfelf ;  fhe.  took  a  delight  in  refufing 
thofe  who  were  thought  to  have  greatefl 
power  with  her,  even  in  the  moft  reafon- 
able  things,  and  fuch  as  were  neceflary 
for  her  fervice ;  nor  would  let  them  be 
done  till  flie  f^l  into  the  humour  of  it 
herfelf. 

Upon  the  grounds  I  have  already  relat- 
ed, her  Majefty  had  gradually  conceived  a 
Woft  mooted  averfion  from  tlie  Duke  and 

Duchefs 
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Dudicfs  of  Marlborough,  and  the  Earl 
of  CJodolphin  ;  which  fpread,  in  time, 
through  all  their  allies  and  relations,  par- 
ticularly to  the  Earl  of  Hertford,  whofe 
ungovernable  temper  had  made  him  fail 
in  his  perfonal  refpefts  to  her  Majefty. 

This  I  take  to  have  been  the  principal 
ground  of  the  Queen's  refolutions  to  make 
a  change  of  fome  officers  both  in  her  fa- 
mily and  kingdom  ;  and  that  thefe  refolu- 
tions did  not  proceed  from  any  real  appre- 
henfion  fhe  had  of  danger  to  the  church 
or  monarchy.  For,  although  fhe  had  been 
ftri<5lly  educated  in  the  former,  and  very 
much  approved  its  doftrine  and  difcipline, 
yet  Ihe  was  not  fo  ready  to  forefee  any 
attempts  againft  it  by  the  party  then  pre- 
liding.  But,  the  fears  that-moft  influenced 
her,  were  fuch  as  concerned  her  own 
power  and  prerogative,  which  thofe  near- 
eft  about  her  were  making  daily  encroach- 
ments upon,  by  their  undutiful  behaviour 
and  unreafonable  demands. 

The  deportment  of  the  Duchefs  of  Marl- 
borough, while  the  Prince  lay  expiring, 
was  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  the  Queen,  then 
in  the  heights  of  grief,  was  not  able  to 
bear  it ;  but,  with  marks  of  difpleafurc 
in  her  countenance^  Ihe  ordered  the  Du- 
chefs 
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chefs  to  withdraw,  and  fend  Mrs.  Mafham 
to  her. 

I  forgot  to  relate  an  affair  that  happened, 
as  I  remember,  about  a  twelvemonth  be- 
fore Prince  George's  death.    This  Prince 
l>ad  long  conceived  an  incurable  averfion 
from  that  party,  and  was  refolvcd  to  ufe 
his  utmoft  credit  with  the  Queen,  his  wife, 
to  get  riA  of  them.    There  fell  out  an  in- 
cident which  feemed    to  favour  this  at- 
tempt; ;  for  the  Queen,  refolving  to  beftow 
a  regiment  upon  Mr.  Hill,  brother  to  Mrs. 
Maiham,  fignified  her  pleafure  to  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough;  who,  in  a  manner  not 
very  dutiful,  refufed  his  confent,  and  re- 
tired in  anger  to  the  country.    After  fome 
heats,  the  regiment  was  given  to  a  third 
perfon:  But,  the  Queen  refented  this  mat- 
ter fo  highly,  which  flie  thought  had  been 
promoted  by  the  Earl  of  Gkxlolphin,  that 
flie  refolved:-immediately  to  remove  the 
latter.    I  was  told,   and  it  was  then  ge- 
nerally reported,    that  Mr.  St.  John  car- 
ried   a   letter  from  her  Majefty  to    the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  fignifying  her  re- 
fblutions  to  take  the  llafF  from  the  Earl 
of  Godolphin,    and  that  £he  expedled  his 
Grace's  compliance;   to  which  the  Duke 
returned  a  very  humbl(?  ajifwer.    I  can- 
not 
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not  engage  for  this  pafTage,  it  having  ne- 
ver  come  into  my  head  to  afk  Mr.  St,  John 
about  it:  But,  the  account  Mr.  Harley  and 
he  gave  me,  was,  That  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
bororugh  and  the  Earl  of  Godolphin  had 
concerted  with  them  Upon,  a  moderating 
fclieme,  wherein  fome  of  both  parties 
Ihould  be  employed,  biit  with  a  more  fa- 
vourable afpe<5l  towards  the  church :  That 
a  meeting  was  appointed  for  compleating 
this  work:  That,  in  the  mean-time,  the 
Duke  and  Duchefs  of  Marlborough,  and 
the  Earl  of  CJodplphin,  were  fecretly  ufing 
their  utmoft  efforts  with  the  Queen  to  tiuii 
Mr.  Harley,  (who  was  then  fecretary  of 
State)  and  all  his  friends,  out  of  their 
employments:  That  the  Queen,  on  the 
other  fide,  who  had  a  great  opinion  of  Mr. 
Harley's  integrity  and  abilities,  would  not 
confent,  and  was  determined  to  remove 
the  Earl  of  Godolphin.  Tl^s  ^as  not 
above  a  month  before  the  feafon  of  tlie 
year  when  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  was 
to  embark  for  Flanders;  and,  the  very 
night  in  which  Mr.  Harley  and  liis  friends 
had  appointed  to  meet  his  Grace  and  the 
Earl  of  Godolphin,  George  Churchill  the 
Duke's  brother,  who  was  in  good  credit 
with  the  Prince,  told  his  Highnefs,  that  tlie 
9  Duke 


in  the  QvEE's's  Ministry.       ij 

Duke  was  firmly  determined  to  lay  down 
his  command,  if  the  Earl  of  Godolphiir 
•went  out,  or  Mr.  Harley  and  his  friends? 
fuffered  to  continue  in.  The  Prince,  thus 
intimidated  by  Churchill,  reported  the  mat- 
ter to  the  Queen ;  and  the  time  and  fer- 
vicei»*€ffing,  her  Majefly  was  unwillingly 
forced  to  yield.  The  two  great  Lords  failed 
the  appointment ;  and,  the  next  morning, 
the  Duke  at  his  levee  faid  aloud  in  a  carelefs 
manner,  to  thofe  who  flood  round  him, 
That  Mr.  Harley  was  turned  out. 

Upon  the  Prince's  death,  November  1708, 
the  two  great  Lords  fo  often  mentioned, 
who  had  been  for  fome  years  united  with 
the  Low-church  part}%  and  had  long  en- 
gaged to  take  them  into  power,  were  noW 
in  a  capacity  to  make  good  their  promifes, 
which  his  Highnefs  had  ever  moll  llrenu- 
oufly  oppofed.  The  Lord  Sommers  was 
made  prefident  of  the  council,  the  Earl  of 
Wharton  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  fome 
others  of  the  fame  ftamp  were  put  into 
confiderable  pods. 

It  fliould  feem  to  me,  that  the  Duke  and 
Earl  were  not  very  willingly  drawn  to  im- 
part fo  much  power  to  thofe  of  that  party,. 
^who  expedled  thefe  removals  for  fome 
years  before,  and  were  always  put  off  upon 
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pretence  of  the  Prince's  unwillingnefs  to 
have  them  employed.  And  I  remember^ 
fome  months  before  his  Highnefs's  death, 
my  Lord  Sommers,  who  is  a  perfon  of  re-> 
ferve  enough,  complained  to  me  with  great 
freedom  of  the  ingratitude  of  the  Duke 
and  Earl,  who,  after  the  fervice  he  and  his 
friends  had  done  them  in  making  the 
Union,  would  hardly  treat  them  with  com- 
mon civility.  Neither  fliall  I  ever  forget, 
that  he  readily  owned  to  me,  that  the 
Union  was  of  no  other  fervice  to  the  nation, 
than  by  giving  a  remedy  to  that  evil, 
which  my  Lord  Godolphin  had  brought 
upon  us,  by  perfuading  the  Queen  to  pafs 
the  Scotch  aB  offecurity.  But,  to  return  from 
this  digreffion. 

Upon  the  admiflion  of  thefe  men  into 
employments,  the  court  foon  ran  into  ex- 
tremity of  Low-church  meafiu-es ;  and  al- 
tho^'  gh,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  Mr. 
Harley,  Sir  Simon  Harcourt,  Mr.  St.  John/ 
and  fome  others,  made  greatandbold  llanda 
in  defence  of  the  conftitution,  yet  they 
were  always  borne  down  by  a  majority. 

It  was,  I  think,  during  tliis  period  of  time 

that  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  whether 

by  a  motive  of  ambition,  or  a  love  of 

money^  or  by  the  rafli  counfels  of  his  wife 

4  the 
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theDuchefs,  made  that  bold  attempt  of  de- 
firing  the  Queen  to  give  him  a  commiiEon 
to  be  general  for  life.  Her  Majefty's  anfwer 
was,  That  flie  would  take  time  to  confider 
it ;  and,  in  the  mean-while,  the  Duke  ad- 
vifed  with  the  Lord  Cowper,  then  Chan- 
cellor, about  the  form  in  which  the  com- 
miflion  fliould  be  drawn.  The  Chancellor, 
very  much  to  his  honour,  endeavoured  to 
difluade  the  Duke  from  engaging  in  fo  dan- 
gerous an  affair;  and  protefted  he  would 
never  put  the  great  feal  to  fuch  a  com- 
mifSon. 

But  the  Queen  was  highly  alarmed  at 
this  extraordinary  proceeding  in  the  Duke, 
and  talked  to  a  perfon  whom  flie  had  then 
taken  into  confidence,  as  if  flie  appre- 
hended an  attempt  upon  the  crown.  The 
Duke  of  Argyle,  and  one  or  two  more 
Lords,  were  (as  I  have  been  told)  in 
a  very  private  manner  brought  to  the 
Queen.  This  Duke  was  under  great  obli- 
gations to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  who 
had  placed  him  in  a  high  ftation  in  the 
army,  preferred  many  of  his  friends,  and 
procured  him  the  garter.  But,  his  unquiet 
and  ambitious  fpirit,  never  eafy  while 
there  was  any  one  above  him,  made  him, 
upon  forae  trifling  refentments,  conceive 

an 
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an  inveterate  hatred  ag^inft  his  general. 
WAen  he  was  cOnfuhed  what  courfe  fhould 
be  taken  upon  the  Duke  of  Marlborough's 
requeft  to  be  general  for  life;  and  whe- 
ther any  danger  might  be  apprehended 
from  tlie  refufal  ;  I  was  told,  he  fud- 
denly  anfwered,  That  her  Majefty  need 
not  be  in  pain;  for,  he  would  imdertake, 
whenever  £he  commanded,  to  feize  the 
Duke  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  and  bring 
him  away  either  dead  or  alive. 

About  this  time  happened  the  famous 
trial  of  Dr.  Sacheverel,  which  arofe  from 
a  foolifli  paffionate  pique  of  the  Earl  of 
Godolphin,  whom  this  divine  was  fup- 
pofed,  in  a  fermon,  to  have  refledled  on 
under  the  name  of  Volpone^  as  my  Lord 
Sommers,  a  few  months  after,  confefled  to 
me ;  andj  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  had 
eamcftly,  and  in  vain  endeavoured,  to  dif- 
fuade  the  Earl  from  that  attempt.  How- 
ever, the  impeachment  went  on  in  the 
form  and  manner  which  everybody  knows^ 
and  therefore  there  need  not  be  any  thing 
faid  of  it  here. 

Mr.  Harley,  who  came  up  to  town  dur-^ 
ii)g  the  time  of  the  impeachment,  was,  by 
the  intervention  of  Mrs.Malham,  privately 
brought  to  the  Queen,  and,  in  fome  meet- 
ings. 
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ings,  eaiily  convinced  her  Majefty  of  the 
difpofitdons  of  her  people,  as  they  appea;:«d 
in  the  courfc  of  that  triajl  in  favour  of 
the  dmrch,  and  againfb  the  meafnres  of 
dijofe  in  her  fcrvice.  It  was  not  without  a 
good  deal  of  difficulty,  .that  Mr.  Harlcy 
was  able  to  procure  this  private  acccfs  to 
the  Queen,  the  Duchefs  of  Marlborough, 
by  her  gmiflaries,  watching  all  the  ave- 
nues to  the  back*ilairs,  and  upon  all  oc« 
cafiohs  difcovering  their  jealoufy  of  him  j 
whereof  he  told  me  a  pillage,  no  other^ 
ways  worth  relating,  than  as  it  gives  an 
idea  of  an  infolent,  jealous  minifter,  who 
would  wholly  ^grofs  the  power  and  fa- 
vour of  his  Sovereign.  Mr.Hariey,uponhi3 
removal  from  the  lecretary^s  office,  by  the 
•intrigues  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  and 
the  Earl  of  Godolphin,  as  I  have  above 
"Delated,  going  out  of  town,  was  met  by  the 
latter  of  thefe  two  Lords  near  Kenlington- 
gate.  The  Earl,  in  a  high  fit  of  jealoufy, 
^oes  immediately  to  the  Queen,  reproaches 
her  for  privately  feeing  Mr.  Harley,  and 
was  hardly  fp  civil  to  be  convinced  with 
'her  Majefty's  frequent  proteftations  to  die 
xontrary. 

Thefe  fufpicions,  I  fay,  made  it  hard  for 
•her  Majefty  and  Mr.  Harley  to  have  priv^e 
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interviews ;  neither  had  he  made  ufe  of  tlitf 
opportimities  he  met  with  to  open  himfelf 
fb  much  to  her,  as  fhe  feemed  to  expedt^ 
and  delired;  although  Mrs*  Malham,  in 
right  of  her.ftation  in  the  bed-chamljer, 
had  taken  all  proper  occalions  of  purfu* 
ing  what  Mr.  Harley  had  begun,  hi  this 
critical  jundlure,  the  Queen,  hemmed  in, 
ajid  as  it  were  imprifoned,  by  the  Duchefs 
ef  Marlborough  and  her  creatures,  was 
at  a  lofs  how  to  proceed.  One  evening  a 
letter  was  brought  to  Mr,  Harley,  all  dirt)% 
and  by  tlie  hand  of  a  very,  ordinary  nnef- 
jfenger;  he  read  the  fuperfcription,  and  faw 
it  was  the  Queen's  writing;  he  fent  for  the 
meffenger,  whofaid,  he  knew  not  whence 
the  letter  came,  but  that  it  was  delivered 
him  by  an  under-gardener,  I  forget  whe- 
ther of  Hampton-Court  or  Kenlington.  The 
letter  mentioned  the  difficulties  her  Ma- 
jefty  was  imder,  blaming  him  for  not 
Speaking  with  more  freedom,  and  more 
particularly ;  and  defiring  his  affiftance, 
Wifh  this  encouragement  he  went  more 
frequently,  although  ftill  as  private  as  pof- 
iible,  to  tlie  back-ftairs ;  and  from  that  time 
began  to  have  entire  credit  with  the  Queen. 
-He  then  told  her  of.  the  dangers  to  her 
crown  as  well  as  to  the  church  and  mo- 
narchy 
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narchy  itfelf,  from  the  councils  and  aftions 
of  fome  of  her  fervants:  That  fhe  ought 
gradually  to  leflen  the  exorbitant  power 
of  the  Duke  and  Duchefs  of  Marlboroughi 
and  the  Earl  of  Godolphin,  by  taking  the 
difpofition  of  cmploynaents  into  her  owit 
hands':  That  it  did  not  become  her  to  be  a 
Have  to  a  party ;  but  to  reward  thofe  who 
may  deferve  by  their  duty  and  loyalty, 
•whether  they  were  fuch  as  were  called  of 
the  High-church  or  Low-church.    In  fhorti 
'whatever  views  he  had  then  in  his  owA 
breaft;  or,  how  far  foever  he  intended  to 
proceed,  the  turn  of  his  whole  dilcourfe 
was  mtended,  in  appearance,  only  to  put 
the  Queen  upon  what  they  called  a  modest 
rating  fcHeme;  which  however  made  fo 
ftrcmg  an  impreflion  upon  her,  that  wheft 
this  minifter,  led  by  the  necefliry  of  affair^, 
the  general  difpofition  of  the  people,  ^nd 
probably  by  his  own  inclinations,  put  her 
Majefty  upon  going  greater  lengths  than  Ihc 
iiad  firft  intended,  it  put  him  upon  innumer* 
able  difficulties,  and  fome  infaperable  j  as 
we  fhall  fee  in  the  progrefs  of  this  change^ 
Her  Majefty,  purfuant  to  Mr.  Hariey's 
advice,  rcfolved  to  difpofe  of  the  flrft  great 
employment  that  fell,  according  to  her 
own  ples^fure,  without  coixfiilting  any  of 

C  7.  lie? 
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her  minifters.  To  put  this*  in  executioiii 
an  opporfunity  fopn  happened  by  the  death 
of  tlie  Earl  of  Eflex;  wjiereby  the  lieute- 
nancy of  the  Tower  became  vacant.  It 
was  agreed  between  the  Queen  and  Mr. 
Harley^  that  tlie  Earl  Rivers  fhould  go  im* 
mediately  to  the  Dukfe  of  Marlborough, 
and  defire  his  Grace's  good  offices  with  the 
Queen,  to  procure  him  that  poft.  Tl^ 
Earl  went  accordingly,  was  received  with 
abundance  of  profeffions  of  kindnefs  by 
the  Duke,  \vlio  faid  the  lieutenancy  of  the 
Tower  was  not  worth  his  LoFcJfliip's  accep- 
tance, and  defired  him  to  think  of  fome* 
thing  elfe.  The  Earl  ftiU  infifted,  and  the 
^Duke  ftill  continued  to  put  him  off;  at 
length  Lord  Rivers  4efired  his  Grace's  con- 
l^ent  to  let  him  go  himfelf  and  beg  this  fa^ 
vour  of  the  Queen,  and  hoped  he  might 
tell  her  Majefty,  his  Grace  had  no  objec- 
tion to  him.  All  tliis  the  Duke  readily 
agreed  to,  as  a  matter  of  bo  coafequencc. 
The  Earl  went  to  the  Queen,  who  imme- 
diately gave  orders  for  liis  commiffian. 
He  liad  not  long  left  the  Queen's  prefence, 
when  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  £ufpe<9ing 
:iiothing  that  would  happen,  went  to  the 
Queen,  told  her  the  lieutenancy  of  the 
Tower  fallings vokl  by  die  death  oi  the  Earl 

of 
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of  Eflfex,  he  hoped  her  Majcfty  ^oiild  be- 
ilow  it  upon  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,^ 
and  give  the  Oxford-regiment,  then  com- 
manded by  that  Duke,  to  the  Earl  of  Hert- 
ford, The  Queen  faid,  he  was  come  tod 
late ;  that  fhe  had  aheady  granted  the 
lieutenancy  to  Earl  Rivers,  who  had  told 
her  that  he  [the  Duke]  had  no  objc^ilion  to 
him.  The  Duke,  much  furprized  at  this 
new  manner  of  treatment,  and  making 
complaints  in  her  Majefty's  prefence,  was 
however  farced  to  fubmit. 

The  Queen  went  on  by  flow  degrees. 
Not  ta  mention  fomc  changes  of  lefler  mo- 
ment, the  Duke  of  Kent  was  forced  to  com- 
pound for  his  chamberlain^s  flafF,  which 
was  given  to  the  Duke  of  Shrevirfbury*, 
while  the  Earl  of  Godolphin  was  out  of 
town,  I  think  at  Newmarket:  HisLordfhip, 
on  the  firft  news,  came  innnediately  up  to 
coxHtj  but  the  thing  was  done,  and  he 
made  a3  good  a  countenance  to  the  Duke 
of  Shrewfbury  as  he  was  capable  of.  The 
circumftances  of  the  Earl  of  Sunderland's 
removal,  and  the  reafons  alledged,  are 
known  enough.  His  imgovemable  temper 
had  overfwayed  him  tt>  fail  in  his  refpedts 
to  her  Majefty's  perfcai. 

C  3  *    Mean. 
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Mean-time  both  parties  ftood  at  gaze,  n6t 
knowing  to  what  thefe  Heps  would  lead, 
or  where  they  would  end.  The  Earl  of 
Wharton,  then  in  Ireland,  being  deceived 
Dy  various  intelligeiice  from  hence^  endea^ 
voured  to  hide  his  unealinefs  as  .well  as  he 
tould.  Some  of  his  fanguine  correfpon* 
dents  had  fent  him  word,  that  the  Queen 
began  to  flop  her  hand,  and  the  church* 
party  to  defpond*  At  the  fame  time,  the 
Dukeof  Shrewfbury  happened  to  fend  him 
a  letter  filled  with  great  expreflions  of  civi* 
lity !  The  Earl  was  fo  weak,  upon  reading 
it,  as  to  Cry  out,  before  two  or  three  Hand-- 
€rs-by>  "  Damn  him,  he  is  making  fair 
?*  weathef  with  me  j  but,  by  G-d,  I  will 
*^  have  his  head." 

But  thefe  fliort  hopes  were  foon  blalled, 
Iby  takiilg  the  Treafurer's  ftafF  from  the 
jEarl  of  Godolphin  ;  which  was  done  in  a 
jnanner  not  very  gracious,  her  Majefty 
fending  him  a  letter,  by  a  very  ordinary 
SmefTenger,  commanding  him  to  break  it. 
The  Treaiujry  was  immediately  put  into 
t:ommifllon>  with  Earl  Powlet  at  the  head  j 
'but  Mr.  Harley,  who  was  one  of  the  nuiti- 
ber,  and  at  the  fame  time  made.Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  was  already  fuppofed  to 
.J^refide  behind  the  curtain. 

•    Upon 
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Upon  the  fall  of  that  great  mmiller  and 
favourite,  that  whole  party  became  difpi- 
rited,  and  feemed  to  expedt  the  worft  that 
could  follow.  The  Earl  of  Wharton  im- 
mediately defired,  and  obtained  leave,  to 
come  for  England,  leaving  that  kingdom, 
where  he  had  behaved  himfelf  with  the 
utmoft  profligatenefs,  injuftice,  arbitrary 
proceedings,  and  corruption,  with  the  ha- 
tred and  deteflation  of  all  good  men,  even 
of  his  own  party. 

And  here,  becaufe  my  coming  into  the 
knowledge  of  the  new  miniftry  began 
about  this  time,  I  muft  digrefs  a  little,  to 
relate  fome  circumftances  previous  to  it. 

Although  I  had  been  for  many  years  be- 
fore no  ftranger  to  the  court,  and  had 
jnade  the  nature  of  government  a  great 
part  of  my  fhidy,  yet  I  had  dealt  very 
litde  with  politics,  either  in  writing  or 
a<5ting,  until  about  a  year  before  die 
late  King  William's  death ;  when,  return- 
ing with  the  Earl  of  Berkeley  from  Ireland, 
and  falling  upon  the  fubjedl  of  the  five 
great  Lords,  who  were  then  impeached  for 
high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors,  by  the 
•Hoiife  of  G>mmons,  I  happened  to  fay, 
that  the  fame  manner  of  proceeding,  at 
Icaft  as  it  appeared  to  me  from  tlie  news 
..  •  0  4"  wc 
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vre  rcdeivcd  of  it  in  Ireland,  had  ruined 
the  liberties  Cf  x^thens  atid  Roiiie,  and  that 
it  might  be  eafy  to  prove  it  from  hiftory; 
Softn  after  I  went  to  London ;  and,  in  a  few 
weeks,  drfcw  Up  a  difcourfe,  mlder  the  title 
of  The  Ctmtejls  and  DiJJentims  of  the^  Nobks  and 
Cdmmons  in  Athens  and  Bamt^  nmth  the  Confe- 
rences they  bad  upm  both  thqfe  States.  This 
difcoiirfe  I  fent  very  privately  to  the  prcfsi 
with  the  ftfifteft  injiin6li<>ns  to  conceal  die 
author,  and  returned  immediately  to  my 
rtfidence  in  Ireland.  The  book  was  greed- 
ily bought,  and  read  ;  and  charged  fome 
time  upon  nvy  Lord  Softimers,  and  fome 
tdme  upon  the  Biihop  of  Salifbury ;  the  lat- 
tsA  of  whom  told  me  afterwards,  that  he 
was  forced  to  difown  it  in  a  very  pubHc 
manner,  for  fear  of  an  impeachnCient, 
wherewith  he  Was  threatened  *• 

Returning  next  year  for  England,  and 
hearing  of  the  great  approbation  this  piece 
had  received,  (which  was  the  firft  I  ever 
.Jwrinted  t)  I  niuft  confefs,  the  vanity  of  a 

yoimg 

*  Vide  Swift's  Eflay  upon  the  Life,  Writing?,  and  Charader 
-cf  Dr.  Jonathan  Swift,  chap.  v*.  p.  m.  where  there  it  • 
droll,  pleafant  dialogue,  between  Dr.  Swift  and  Biibcp  Sherifr 
dan,  relating  to  this  famous  TraA. 

t  Meaning  the  firft  political  piece  he  had  ever  prirtt^di 
other  wife  it  is  not  true.  For,  the  T»le  of  a  Tub,  and  th» 
Battle  of  the  Books,  were  printed  in  or  about  the  year  1697. 

Or, 
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young  man  prevailed  i;«rith  m6,  to  let  iriy-i 
felf  be  kno^wpi  for  the  author;  Upon  which 
my  Lords  Sommers  and  Hallifex,  as  well 
as  the  Biihop  above  mentioned,  defined  my 
acquaintance,  with  great  marks  of  efteem 
and  profeffions  of  kmdnefs :  Not  to  men^ 
tion  the  Earl  of  Simderland,  who  had  been 
of  my  old  atxjuamtance.  They  lamented 
that  they  wcre^  not  able  to  ferve  me  fincc 
the  death  of  the  Kiil^g;,  and  were  very  libe- 
ral in  promifing  me  the  grcateft  prefer- 
ments I  could  hope  ft>r,  if  ever  it  came 
in  their  power.  I  foon  grew  domeftic  with 
Lord  Hailifu,  and  was  as  often  with  Lord 
Sommers,  as  the  formality  of  his  nature 
(the  onliy  unconverfable  fault  he  had)  made 
it  agreeable  to  me. 

It  was  then  I  began  to  trouble  myfelf 
with  the  difference  between  the  principles 
of  Whig  and  Tory ;  having  formerly  em- 
ployed myfelf  in  other,  and,  I  think,  much 
better  fpeculations.  I  talked  often  upon 
this  fubjetft  with  Lord  Sommers ;  told  him, 
that,  having  been  long  converfant  with  the 
Greek  and  Roman  authors,  and  therefore 

Or,  perhaps,  Doftor  Swift,  having  not  thought  proper  to  ac- 
knowledge himlelf  the  author  of  thofe  pieces,  imagined  he 
bad  a  right  to  fay,  this  difcourfe  was  the  iirft  he  had  ever 
printed ;  two  or  three  poems,  in  the  Athenian  Oracle,  which 
were  printed  when  he  wai  a  vtrj  yoiiog  inao>  being  not  worth 
liu  icmembraiice. 

a  lover 
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a  lover  of  liberty,  I  found  myfelf  much  in* 
dined  to  be  what  they  called  a  ^hig  in  po* 
litics  ;  and  that,  befides,  I  thought  it  im- 
pollible,  upon  any  other  principle,  to  de- 
fend or  fubmit  to  the  Revolution :  But,  as 
to  religion,  I  confefled  myfelf  to  be  an 
High-churchman,  and  that  I  did  not  con- 
ceive how  any  one,  who  wore  the  habit  of 
a  clergyman,  could  be  othcrwife:  That  I 
had  obferved  very  well  with  what  infolence 
and  haughtinefs  fome  Lords  of  the  High- 
church  party  treated  not  only  their  own 
chaplains,  but  all  other  clergymen  what- 
foever,  and  thought  this  was  fufficiently 
recompenfed  by  their  profeffions  of  zeal 
to  the  church :  That  I  had  likewifg  obferv- 
ed how  the  Whig  Lords  took  a  diredt  con- 
trary meafure,  treated  the  perfons  of  par- 
ticular clergymen  widi  great  curtefy,  but 
Ihewed  much  ill-will  and  contempt  for  the 
order  in  general :  That  I  knew  it  was  ne- 
cefTary  for  their  party,  to  make  their  bot- 
tom as  wide  as  they  could,  by  taking  all 
denominations  of  Proteftants  to  be  mem- 
bers of  their  body :  That  I  would  not  en- 
ter into  the  mutual  reproaches  made  by 
the  violent  men  on  either  lide ;  but,  that 
the  connivance,  or  encouragement,  given 
.by  tlie  Whigs  to  thofc  writers  of  pamph- 
lets. 


•  m  the-  QuEKoiVMiNistRlr^      ay 

lets,  "who  reflefted  upon  the  whole  body 
of  the  clergy,  without  any  exception, 
would  unite  the  church,  as  one  man,  to 
oppofe  them :  And,  that  I  doubted  his  Lord- 
ihip's  friends  did  not  confider  the  confe* 
quence  of  this.  My  Lord  Sommers,  in  ap* 
pearance,  entered  very  warmly  into  the 
fame  opinion,  and  faid  very  much  of  the 
^endeavours  he  had  often  ufed  to  redrefs 
that  evil  I  complained  of.  This  his  Lord- 
ihip^  as  well  as  my  LordHallifax,  (to  whom 
I  have  talked  in  the  fame  manner)  can 
very  well  remember :  And  I  have  indeed 
been  told  by  an  honourable  gentleman  of 
the  fame  party,  that  botli  their  Lordlhips, 
about  the  time  of  Lord  Godolphin's  remo- 
val, did  upon  occaQonxall  to  mind  what  I 
Jiad  faid  to  rfiem  five  years  before* 

In  my  journeys  to  England  I  continued 
upon  the  fame  foot  of  acquaintance  with 
the  two  Lords  laft  mentioned,  until  the 
time  of  Prince  George's  death,  when  the 
Queen^  who,  as  is  before  related,  had  for 
fome  years  favoured  that  party^  now  made 
Lord  Sommers  Prefident  of  the  Council, 
and  the  Earl  of  Wharton  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land. Being  then  in  London,  I  received 
letters  from  fome  Bifliops  of  Ireland,  to  fol- 
iicit  the  Earl  of  Wharton  about  the  remit- 
tal 
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x^  of  the  &rfl«-fTuit3  and  tenths  to  the  cler- 
gy there,  which  the  Qjeen  had  long  pro* 
mifed,  and  wlierein  I  had  been  emplcyed 
before,  \rith  f<»ne  hopes  of  fuccefs  ftam 
the  Eaii  of  Godolphin.  It  was  the  fiift 
•time  I  cvier  was  in  company  with  the  Earl 
of  Wharton;  he  received  me  with  fuffici- 
ent  coldnefs,  and  anfwered  the  requefb  I 
made  in  behalf  of  the  clergy  with  very 
•poor  and  lame  excufes,  which  amounted 
to  a  refiifal.  I  complained  of  this  uiagc 
CO  Lord  Sosnmers,  who  would  needs  fanng 
"ttSL  together  to  his  houiis,  and  prefent  me 
40  him  J  where  he  received  me  as  drily 
,as  before. 

It  was  every  body's  opinion,  that  the  Ear! 
of  Wharton  would  endeavour,  when  he 
went  to  Irdaftd,  to  take  o&  the  Teft,  as  a 
ftep  to  have  it  taken  off  here :  Upon  which 
I  drew  up  and  printed  a  pamphlet,  by  way 
-jof  a  letter  from  a  member  of  parliament 
here»  Shewing  the  danger  to  the  church 
by  fuch  an  intent.  Altho^gh  I  took  all 
care  to  be  private,  yet  the  Lieutenant's 
.dhaplain,  and  fbme  odiers,  gueiied  me  to 
be  the  author,  and  told  his  Excellency 
their  fufpicions ;  whereupon  I  faw  hiin  no 
more  tmtil.I  went  to  Ireland.  At  my  tak- 
ing kave  of  Lord  Sommers,  he  defired  I 
*  would 
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"^TQiM^cv^  A  I«in<ir  "hxani.  him:  tp  i^e  SxA 
of-  Wh*rt0ij,  'wWfife  i  abfoJwdy  «fu(od| 
y«t  fe^.  ordered  *«  to  be  fef  t  /ttm^  lodgings^ 
I  iHiid  f0m4  4aM>mh9  ia  Ltutcfletibire ;  vdttt 

Uodifi^*.  retirefi  /to-  tayrxcnuitzy^rifiz^ 
5(riihe>i&t:  ifeeiug.  j^  .Lkfujjcrtajit^  or  any 
oibOTi  9$ri^;  riiefMying  to  -fend.'faini  Used 
SoDDW^Ts'*  let«5f  by  the  poft;  fiut,  beiag 
«:^ik4:iip  to  ^wn,  i>y  1^  indsDaot  cotrftat 
fk^  f2$f  jmy  :frifc«dli,  I  vent-aiidlddivBreii 
my  better,  atid  ftnHiBedifttfcly  withdrew; 
Pwring  th^  great€ft  fiait.  lof  his  govern* 
m&iX^  %  lived  in  the  country*  iAW  the  lieu* 
tenant  v^y  feldoin  Dvhea  t  xiiime.  to  town, 
;aor  ieyet€ntered  into  daie  leaft  tjbegree  of  aaa* 
fidenc^  with  hai]|L,<M:  hjs  frieods,«cccpt  his 
iiecr<etary  Mr.  AddkfcHi,  who  had  been  my 
nld  «xm1  intiipate  acquaiBtaaiice.   . 

Upoa  d^e  news  o£  great  <:haiiges  herei, 
Jhe  affedled  very  x»u(di  to  careiB  nate»  whic^ 
I  underftood  well  enough  to  have  been  wa 
joAd  pra(5tice  widi  him,  in  order  to  render 
,mcn  odious  to  the  church-party. 

I  mentioned  thefe  infignificam  particu- 
lars, as  it  will  be  eafHy  jtidged,  for  fbmc 
reafoas  that  are  purely  perfonal  to  myfelf:; 
it  -having  been  obje^d  by  feveral  of  thofc 
^poor  pamphleteers,  who  have  blotted  fo 

much 
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much  p^er  to  ihew  their  malice  agarinfl! 
me,  that  1  \7a8  a  favourer  of  the  low- 
party.  Whereas  it  hath  been  manifeift  to 
all  men,  that,  during  the  higheft  domi- 
nion of  that  faAionV  I  had  published  feve- 
fal  tra<Sts  in  oppofition  to  the  mesLfures 
then  taken :  For  inftaUCe^,  A  Projeft  for  the 
Reformation  of  Manners,  in  a  letter  to  the 
pountefs  of  Berkeley;  The  Sentiments  of 
a  Caiurch-of-England  man ;  an  Argument 
againft  abolifhing  Cluriilianity ;  affd^  laftly, 
a  Letter  to  a  Member  of^  Parliament  againfl 
■taking  off  the  Tell  in  Ireland,  which  I  have 
already  mentioned  to  have  been  publiihed 
at  the  time  the  Earl  of  Wharton  was  fetting 
out  to  his^  government  of  that  kingdom. 
But  thofe-  who  are  loud  and  vicAent  in 
coffee-houfes,  although  generally  they  do 
a  caufe  more  hurt  than  good,  yet  will  fel- 
dom  allow  any  other  merit ;  and  it  is  not 
to  fuch  as  thefe  that  I  attempt  to  vindicate 
myfelf. 

About  the  end  of  Auguft  1 7 1  o,  I  went  for 
England,  at  the  defire  and  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Archbilhops  and  Bifliops  of 
that  kingdom ;  under  whofe  hands  I  ha<l 
a  commiffion  to  folicite,  in  conjun<5tion 
■with  two  Bilhops  who  were  then  in  Lon- 
don, the  firft-fruits  and  twentieths  to  the 

clergy. 
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clergy,  which  had  been  many  years  foli^ 
cited  in  vaiii.  Upon  my  arrival  in  towni 
I  found  the  rwro  Bifhops  were  gonq  into 
the  country  j  whereupon  I  got  myfelf  in* 
troduced  to .  Mr.  Harley,  who  was  then 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  a<Sled  a9 
iirft  miiiifter.  He  received  me  with  great 
kindnefs  j  told  me,  that  he  and  his  friend?^ 
bad  long  expe6ted  my  arrival ;  and,  upon 
ihewing  my  commiffion;  immediately  un- 
dertook to  perform  it,  which  he  accord- 
ingly  did  in  lefs  than  three  weeks,  having 
fettled  it  at  fiye  meetings  with  the  Queen, 
according  to  a  fcheme  I  offered  him^  and 
^ot  me  the  Queen's  promife  for  a  further 
and  more  important  favour  to  the  clergy 
of  Ireland ;  which  the  Bifliops  there,  de- 
ceived by  mifinformation,  not  worth  men- 
tioning in  this  paper,  prevented  me  from 
bringing  to  a  good  ifliie. 

When  the  affair  of  the  firfl-fruits  was 
fully  difpatched,  I  returned  my  humble 
thanks  to  Mr.  Harley,  in  the  name  of  the 
clergy  of  Ireland,  and  of  my  own,  and 
pffered  to  take  my  leave,  as  intending  im- 
mediately to  return  to  that  kingdom,  Mr^ 
Harley  told  me,  he  and  his  friends  knew 
very  wjell  what  ufeful  things  I  had  written 
a^ainil  the  principles  of  the  late  difcard** 
:    .:  2  cd 
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ed  fa^ion  ;  and,  that  my  perfonal  efteem 
for  feveral  among  them,  would  not  make 
me  a  favourer  of  their  caufe :  That  there 
was  now  entirely  a  new  fcene :  That  the 
Queen  was  refolved  to  employ  none  but 
thofe  who  were  friends  to  the  conftitution 
of  church  and  ftate :  That  their  great  dif- 
ficulty lay  in  the  want  of  fome  good  pen, 
to  keep  up  the  fpirit  raifcd  in  the  people, 
to  aflert  the  principles,  and  juftify  tlie  pro- 
ceedings of  the  new  minifters.  *  Upon  that 
fuljeSi  befell  into  fome  perfonal  cruilktesy  ivhich 
tvill  not  become  me  to  repeat.  He  added,  Tliat 
this  province  was  in  the  hands  of  fercral 
pcrfons,  among  whom  fome  were  too  bu- 
fy,  and  others  too  idle  to  purfue  it;  and 
concluded,  that  it  fliould  be  his  particulM 
rare,  to  eftablifh  me  here  in  England,  and 
reprefent  me  to  the  Queen  as  a  perfon  they 
could  not  be  without. 

I  promifed  to  do  my  endeavours,  in  that 
way,  for  fome  few  months  -,  to  which  he 
replied,  He  expefted  no  more ;  and  that  he 
had  other  and  greater  occafions  for  me* 
"  Upon  the  rife  of  this  miniftry,  the  prin- 
x;ipal  j)erfons  in  power  thought  it  neccffiirj^ 

*  ThcTe  words  printed  in  lealick^  are  in  the  origtntl  tsAi^ 
4perl^ps  op  avoid  the  iiQputatiof)  of  vanitj, 

that 
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At  foitie  Weekly  paper  Ihould  be  publifli- 
I,  vitith  jull  reflexions  upon  former  pro- 
edings,  and  defending  the  prefent  mea- 
xes  of  her  Majefty.  This  was  begun 
oiit  the  time  of  the  Lord  Godolphin's 
moval,  lindei'  the  name  of  the  Examiner* 
)out  d.  ddzeii  of  thefe  papers,  written 
th  much  fpifit  and  fharpnefs,  fome  by 
r.  Secretaly  St.  John,  fince  Lord  Boling- 
oke ;  others  by  Dr.  Attefbury,  fince  Bilhop 
Rochefter ;  and  others  again  by  Mr.  Pri- 

Dodlor  Freind,  Sec.  were  published  with 
zit   appUufe.     But    tliefe   gentlemen, 
3wn  \^eaiy  of  the  work,  ot  otherways 
iployed,  the  deterliiination  was,  that  I 
)Uld  continue  it,  which  I  did  accordingly 
Dut  eight  months.    But,  my  ftile  being 
in  difcdvered,  and  having  contradled  a 
lat  number  of  enemies,  I  let  it  fall  into 
Ler  hands,  Who  held  it  up  ;n  fome  man-* 
•imtil  her  Majefty's  Death* 
t  was  Mr.  Harley's  cuftom,  every  Satilr- 
%  that  four  of  five  of  his  inoft  intiihate 
inds,  among  thofe  he  had  taken  in  upon 

great  change  made  at  court,  Ihould 
e  at  his  houfe ;  and,  after  about  two 
nths  acquaintance,  I  had  the  honour 
^ays  to  be  one  6f  the  number,  tliis 
ipany,  at  firfi:,  confifted  Only  of  the  Lord-- 
^oL.  XV.  D  keeper 
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keeper  Harcourt^  the  Earl  Rivers,  the  Eail 
of  Peterborow,  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John,  and 
myfelf :  And  here,  after  dinner,  they  ufed 
to  difcourfc,  and  fettle  matters  of  great 
irpportance.  Several  other  Lords  were  after- 
wards, by  degrees,  admitted ;  as,  the  IJukes 
of  Ormond,  Shrewfbury,  and  Argyle;  the 

Earls  of  A y,  Dartmouth,  and   P 1; 

the  Lord  B y,  &c.  Thefe  meetings  were 

always  continued,  except  when  the  Queen 
was  at  Windfor ;  but,  as  they  grew  more 
numerous  J  became  of  lefs  confequence; 
and  ended  only  in  drinking  and  general 
converfation ;  of  which  I  may,  perhaps, 
have  occafion  to  fpeak  hereafter. 

My  early  appearance  at  thefe  meetings, 
which  many  thought  to  be  of  greater  con- 
fequence than  really  they  were,  could  not 
be  concealed,  although  I  ufed  all  my  en- 
deavours to  that  purpofe.    Tliis  gave  the 
occafion  to  fome  great  men,  who  thought 
me  already  in  the  fecret,  to  complain  to 
me  of  the  fufpicions  entertained  by  many 
of  our  friends  in  relation  to  Mr.  Harley, 
even  before  he  was  Lord  Treafurer;  fb 
early  were  fown  thofe  feeds  of  difcoiltent, 
which  afterwards  grew  up  fo  high.    Tfie 
caufe  of  their  complaint   was.   That   fo 
great  a  number  of  the  adverfe  party  con- 
tinued 
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tinned  in  employment;  and  feme,  particu- 
larly the  Duke  of  Somerfet  and  Earl  of  Chol- 
mondely,  in  great  ilations  at  court.  They, 
could  not  believe  Mr.  Harley  was  in  ear- 
neft;  but,  that  he  defignedto  conftitute  a 
mody  comprehenfive  adminiftration,  which 
they  faid  the  kingdom  would  never  en- 
dure. I  was  once  invited  to  a  meeting  of 
foine  lords  and  gentlemen,  where  thefe 
grievances  were  at  large  related  to  me^ 
with  an  eameft  defire  tliat  I  woiild  repre* 
font  them  in  the  moft  refpedful  manner 
to  Mr.  Harley,  upon  a  fuppofition  diat  I 
was  in  high  credit  with  him.  I  excuf- 
ed  myfelf.  from  fucli  an  office  upon  the 
newnefs  of  my  acquaintance  with  Mn 
Harley ;  however,  1  reprefented  die  matter 
fairly  to  him ;  againfl  which  he  argued  a 
good  deal,  from  the  general  reafons  of  po- 
liticians i  the  necedity  of  keeping  men  in 
hopes,  the  danger  of  difobliging  thofe 
who  mull  remain  unprovided  for,  and  the 
like  ufual  topicks  among  ftatefmen.  But, 
there  was  a  fecret  in  tliis  matter  which 
neither  1,  nor  indeed  any  of  his  mofl  inti"" 
mate  friends,  were  then  apprifed  of;  nei- 
ther did  he,  at  that  time,  enter  with  me 
further  than  to  afllire  me  very  folemnly. 
That  no  perfon  fhoidd  have  the  fmalleft 
D  z  employment, 
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employment,  either  civil  or  militaiy,  whofe 
principles  were  not  firm  for  the  church 
and  monarchy. 

However,  thefe  over-moderate  proceed* 
ings  in  the  com^t  gave  rife  to  a  party  in  the 
Honfe  of  Commons,  which  appeared  under 
the  name  of  the  Oftober<lub  ;  a  f amaflic 
appellation,  found  out  to  diftinguifh  a 
number  of  country  gentlemen,  and  their 
adherents,  who  profefled  in  the  greateil 
degree  what  was  called  the  High-church 
principle.  They  grew  in  number  to  almoft 
a  third  part  of  the  Houfe,  held  their  meet- 
ings at  certain  times  and  places,,  and  there 
concerted  what  meafures  they  were  to 
take  in  parliament.  They  profefled  their 
Jealoufy  of  the  court  and  miniftry ;  declar- 
ed, upon  all  occafions,  their  defire  of  a 
more  general  change^  as  well  as  of  a  flridt 
enquiry  into  former  mifmanagement ;. 
and  feemed  to  expedt,  that  thofe  in  power 
fhould  openly  avow  the  old  principles  in 
church  and  ftate.  I  was  then  of  opinion, 
and  flill  continue  fo,  that  if  this  body  of 
men  could  have  refliained  fome  time  imit- 
ed,  they  would  have  put  the  crown  under 
a  necefUty  of  a^ing  in  a  more  fteady  and 
ftrenuous  manner.  But  Mr.  Harley,  who 
bcfl  knew  the  difpofition  of  the  Queen, 

was 
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ciras  forced  to  break  tlieir  meafures  i  which 
hei  did  by.  that  very  obvious  contrivance  of 
dividing^  them  among  themfelves,  and 
rendering  them  jealous  of  each  other. 
The  miniflers  gave  everywhere  out,  that 
the  Oftobdr-club  ifrere  dicir  friends,  and 
adted  by  dieir  diredtions;  to  confirm  which 
Mr.  Secretary  St.  John  and  Mr.  B — »-,  after* 
wards  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  pu- 
blicly dined  with  *  them  at  one  of  their 
tncetxbgs.  Thus  were  eluded  all  the  confe- 
qutncesofthatafienibly ;  although  a  rem> 
nan^oftijem^  who  conceived  themfelves 
betrayed  by  the  reft,  did  afterwards  meet 
mider  the  denomination  of  the  March- 
club,  but  without  any  effedt. 

The  parliament,  which  th^m  rofe,  had 
been  chofen  without  any  endeavours  from 
thecodrf,  to  feciire  eleftions ;  neither,  as  I 
remember,  were  any  of  the  lieutenancies 
changed  throughout  the  kingdom.  For, 
the  trial  of  Doftor  Sacheverel  had  raifed,  or 
difcovered,  fuch  a  fpirit  in  all  parts,  that 
the  mmifters  could  very  fafely  leave  the 
eledtors  to  themfelves,  and  thereby  gain  a 
reputation  of  adling  by  a  free  parliament. 
Xet  this  proceeding  was,  by  fome  refiners 
of  both  parties,  numbered  among  the 
'ftraius  of  Mr.  Harley's  i)ohticks,  who  was 

D  I  faid 
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faid  to  ^void  an  over*great  majority,  which 
is  apt  to  be  unruly,  and  not  enough  under 
the  management  of  a  minifhy.  But,  from 
the  fmall  experience  I  have  of  courts,  I  have 
ever  found  refinements  to  be  the  worft  fort 
of  all  conjeftures ;  and  from  this  one  oc- 
cafion  I  take  leave  to  obferve,  That  of  fome 
hundreds  of  fadts,  for  the  real  truth  of 
which  I  can  accoimt,Ineveryet  knew  any 
refiner  to  be  once  in  the  right.  I  have 
already  told,,  that  the  true  reafon  why  the 
court  did  not  inter^fe  in  matter  of  elec- 
tions, was  becaufe  they  thought:  them- 
felves  fure  of  a  majority,  and.  therefore 
could  acquire  reputation  at  a  cheap  rate. 
Befides  it  afterwards  appeared  upon  fome 
exigencies,  which  the  court  had  much  at 
heart,  that  they  were  more  than  once  like 
to  fail  for  want  of  numbers.  Mr.  Harley, 
in  order  to  give  credit  to  his  adminiftr^tion, 
refolved  upon  two  very  important  ppints ; 
firft,  to  fecure  the  unprovided  debts  of  the 
nation;  and,  fecondly,  to  put  an  end  to 
the  war.  Of  the  methods  he  took  to  com- 
pafs  both  thofe  ends,  I  have  treated  at 
large  in  another  work:  I  fhall  only  obferve, 
that  while  he  \va,s  preparing  to  open  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  his  fcheme  for 
fccuring  the  public  debts,  he  was  ftabbed 

by 
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by  die  Marquis  de  Guifcard,  while  he  was 
fitting  in  the  Council-chamber  at  the  Cock- 
pit, with  a  Committee  of  nine  or  ten  Lords 
of  the  cabinet,  met  on  purpofe  to  examine 
the  Marquis  upon  a  difcovery  of  a  treafon- 
able  correfpondence  he  held  with  France. 
This  f aift  was  fo  uncommon  in  the  man- 
ner and  circumftances  of  it,  that  although 
it  be  pretty  well  known  at  the  time  I  am 
now  writing,  by  a  printed  account,  toward 
which  I  fumiflied  the  author  with  fome 
materials,  yet  I  thought  it  would  not  be 
proper  wholly  to  omit  it  here.   The  aflaffin 
was  feized,  by  Mr.  Harley's  order,  upon 
the  eighth  of  March  1 7 1  o-i  i ;  and,  brought 
before  the  committee  of  Lords,  was  examin- 
ed about  his  corref^nding  with  France: 
Upon  his  denial,  Mr.  Harley  produced  a 
letter,  which  he  could  not  deny  to  be  his 
own  hand.    The  Marquis,  prepared  for 
mifchief,  had  conveyed  a  penknife  into 
his. pocket,  while  the  nieflfenger  kept  him 
attending  in  one '  of  the   offices  below. 
Upon  the  furprize  of  his  letter  appearing 
againft  him,  he  came  fuddenly  behind  Mr, 
Harley,  and  reaching  his  arm  round,  ftab^ 
bed  that  miniller  into  the  middle  of  tlic 
vbreaft,  about  a  quarter  of  an  Inch  above  the 
fartilago  ettfiformis ;   the  penknife  .ftriking 
D  4  xipoiX 
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upon  the  bone,  and  otherwife  obftrudted  by 
a  thick  embroi4ered  waiftcoat,  broke  ihoK 
at  the  handle,  which  Guifcard  llill  grafped, 
and  redoubled  his  blow.  The  confujQ^m 
upon  this  accident  is  eafier  conceived  than 
described:  The  refult  was,  that  the  Mar^ 
quis,  whethef  by  the  wounds  given  him 
by  fojne  of  the  Lords,  or  the  bniifes  he 
received  from  the  meflfengers  while  they 
were  feizing  him,  or  the  negledt  of  his 
furgeon ;  or,  tliat  being  unwilling  to  live, 
he  induftriouily  concealed  one  of  his 
wounds ;  he  died  in  a  few  days  after.  But 
Mr*  Harley,  after  a  long  illnefs,  and  fre-j 
qjfent  ill-fymptoms,  had  the  good  fortune 
to  recover. 

Q^ijTcard  was  the  younger  brother  of  the 
Count  of  that  name,  a  very  honourable  an^ 
worthy  perfon,  formerly  Governor  of  Na-* 
mur.;  But  this  Marquis  was  a  reproach  ta 
his  family,  proftimte  in  his  moralsj^  im- 
pious in  religion,  and  a  traitsor  to  his  Prince  a 
M  to  the  reft,  of  a  very  poor  underftand- 
ing,  and  the  mpft  tedigus,  trifling  talker, 
I  ever  converfed  with.  He  was  grown 
needy  by  fquandering  upon  his  vices,  was 
fcecome  contemptible  both  here  and  ij^ 
Holland,  his  regiment  taken  from  him, 
f^4:lti§:PCi3i^9i^  retrencl\edi  t;he  defpair  of 
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wl^ich  firft  put  him  upon  hk  Fr^ch  cprv 
rdpondf  nee }  <mi4  the  discovery  of  i^t 
drov^  him  int^  madneffr.  I  had.  JcXiQYrii 
him  feme  years;  and,  meeting  l^^n'ypoA 
the  jyiaU  a  lew'^hoiurs  hdio^re  hi$  ex^j|iina- 
tio%  I  obierKed  tp  a  friend  tji^en  vnt^  -ffic^ 
that  I  wondered  to  fee  Guifcard  pais  fo 
often  by  without  talpng  notice  of-  tpfif. 
But  althou^,  jn  the  later  p^  of  hi»  Mc^ 
his  countenance  grew,  cloudy  eno^glv  yet 
I  confefs  I  nearer  fuTpet^ied  l^m  J^rh^  i> 
man  of  refolution,  or  courage,  ifullcitnt  to 
bear  him,  out  im.ib-  defpeiaite  an  ai6$fi»pf. 

I  have  fomelyerygdod  reftioxk»ii^know^ 
that  the  firfi-mifuhderftandi]:^  between 
Mr.  Harley  andl  Mr.  St.  John,  which  after- 
wards had  iueh  imhapp^  confequences 
upon  die  .pu,blick  affairs,  took  it's  rife 
during  the  tinxe  that  ^he  former  lay  ill  of 
his  woimds,  and  his  recovery  dpubtfuL 
Mr«  St.  Johiibal^bfted  P?  &y  in>  fereial.  cpm-^ 
panies,  diat  G^tufcacd  intended  the  blow 
againfthim;  which^^i^  it  were  t^e,  the 
confequence  muft  be,  that  Mr.  St.  John 
had  all  the  merit,  while  Mr.  Harley  re- 
mained with  nothing  but  the  danger  and 
the  pain.  But,  I  am  apt  to  think,  Mr. 
3t.  John  was  either  miftaken,  or  mifin- 
^orme^:   Jiowever,  the  matter  was  thus 
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re|M-efcnted  in  the  weekly  paper  called  the 
Examiner,  which  Mr.  St.  John  perufed  be- 
fore it  was  printed,  but  made  no  alteration 
in  thiat  paflage. 

This  management  was  looked  upon,  at 
leaft,  as  a  piece  of  youthful  indifcretion  in 
Mr. St. John;  and,  perhaps,  was  reprefented 
in  a  worfe  view  to  Mr.  Harley :  Neither  am 
I  altogether  fure,  that  Mr.  St.  John  did  not 
enteit^  fome  profpe<5i:  of  fucceeding  as 
firft  minifter,  in  cafe  of  Mr.  Harley^s  death  j 
which,  during  his  illnefs,  was  frequently 
apprehended.  And,  I  remember  very  well, 
that,  upon  vifiting  Mr.  Harley,  as  foon  as 
he  was  in  a  condition  to  be  feen,  I 
foundifeveral  of  his  neareft  relations  talk 
very  freely  of  fome  proceedings  of  Mr.  St. 
John;  enough  to  lAake  me  apprehend, 
that  their  friendfliip  would  not  be  of  any 
iong  continuance, 

Mr.  Harley,  focm  after  his  recovery,  was 
made  an  Earl,  and  Lord  Treafurer;  and 
Lord.  Keeper,  a  Baron. 


PREFACE 


PR    E     F     AC     E 

TO     T  H  E 

H    I     S    TORY 

OF    THE 

Four  laft  Years  of  Queen  Anne's  Reign. 

HAVING  written  the  following  Hif- 
tory  at  Windfor,  in  the  happy  reign 
of  her  Majefty  Queen  Anne,  of  ever  glo- 
rious, blefled  and  immortal  memory;  I 
refolved  to  publifliit  for  the  fatisfatf^ion 
of  my  fellow  fubjefts  in  the- year  1713; 
but  being  under  a  neceflity  of  going  to 
Ireland,  to  take  pofieflion  of  the  Deanry  of 
St.  Patrick's,  Dublin  j  I  left  the  original  with 
the  minifters  j  and  having  flaid  in  that  king- 
dom not  above  a  formight,  I  found  at  my 
return,  that  my  Lord  Treafureii:  Oxford,  and 
the  Secretary  my  Lord  Dolirigbroke,  who 
were  then  imhappily  upon  very  ill  terms 
with  each  other,  could  not  agrtfe  upon  pu- 
bliihing  it,  without  fome  alterations  which 
I  would  not  fubmit  to.  Whereupon  I  kept 
it  by  me  until  her  Majefly's  death,  which 
^ppened  about  a  yeair  after. 

I  have 
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I  have  ever  fince  preferved  the  original 
very  fafely ;  too  well  knowing  what  a  turn 
the  world  would  take  upon  the  German 
Family's  fucceeding  to  tlie  crown ;  which 
indeed  was  their  undoubted  right,  having 
been  eftablilhed  folemnly  by  the  aft  of  an 
undifputed  parliament,  brought  into  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Harley,  who 
was  then  fpeaker.       /*  • 

But,  as  I  have  faid  in  another  difcourfe, 
it  was  very  well  underftpod  fome  years  be* 
fore  her  Majefty's  death,  how  the  new  King 
would  ad  iaimediately  uppn  his  entranco 
ki  the  choice  of  thofe,j(and  tliofie  a.lone) 
whom  he  refolved  co  truft ;  and  confc- 
quently  what  reports  would  iaduflrioufly 
be  raifed,  as  well  as  fpread,  to  expofe  the 
proceedings  of  her  Majifcfty  herfelf,  as;  well 
as  of  h€r  ;fervants}  who  have  been  ever 
fince  blafted  as  enemies  to  the  prefent  efta** 
bliflunent^.by  the  moft  ignorant  and  mali^ 
ciious  among  mankinci  , 
,  TherefopCf  ^s  it  was  aiy  lot  to  have  been 
daily  cp^verfant  with  the  perfons  then  in 
power  i  norer  abfent  in  times  of  bufinefs 
or  conyerfation,  until  a  few  weeks  before 
her  Majefty's  death }  and  a  witnefs  of  al- 
moft  every  ftep  they  made  in  the  courfe  of 
th^ir  ^dpainiftration  i  I  muft  have  beea 

very 
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very  \xnfortiinate  not  to  be  better  infottSti 
ed  than  thofe  miferable  pamphleteers,  or 
their  patrons,  could  pretend  to.  At  th6 
fame  time,  I  freely  confefs,  it  appeared 
neceflary  as  well  as  natiuul,  upon  fuch  a 
mighty  change  as  the  death  of  a  fovereigh, 
that  thofe  who  were  to  be  in  power  upon 
the  fucceffion,  and  refolved  to  aft  in  every 
part  by  a  dired:  contrary  fyftem  of  politics, 
fliould  load  their  predeceflbrs  with  as  mucK 
infamy  as  the  moft  inveterate  malice  and 
envy  could  fuggeft,  or  the  moft  ftupid  ig- 
norance and  credulity  in  their  underlings 
could  fwallow. 

Therefore,  as  I  pretend  to  write  with  the 
utmoft  impartiality,  the  following  Hiftory 
of  the  four  laft  years  of  her  Majefty's  reignj 
in  order  to  undeceive  prejudiced  perfons  at 
prefent,  as  well  as  pofterity ;  I  am  perfuad^ 
ed  in  my  own  mind,  as  likewife  by  the  ad-^ 
vice  of  my  oldeft  and  wifeft  friends,  that  I 
am  doing  my  duty  to  God  and  man  by  en-* 
deavouring  to  fet  future  ages  right  in  their 
judgment  of  that  happy  reign  j  and,  as  a 
faithful  hiftorian,  I  cannot  fuffer  false- 
hoods to  run  on  any  longer,  not  only 
againft  all  appearance  of  truth  as  well  as 
probability,  but  even  againft  thofe  happy 
events,  which  owe  their  fuccefs  to  the  very 

meafures 
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meafures  then  fixed  in  the  general  peace/ 
The  materials  for  this  Hiftory,  befides 
what  I  have  already  mentioned,  I  mean  the 
confidence  repofed  in  me  for  thofe  four 
years,  by  the  chief  perfons  in  power,  were 
extracted  out  of  many  hundred  letters  writ- 
ten by  our  amballadors  abroad,  and  from 
the  anfwers  as  well  as  inftrudtions  fent 
them  by  our  fecretaries  of  ftate,  or  by  the 
firft  minifter  the  Earl  of  Oxford.  The  for- 
mer were  all  originals,  and  the  latter  co- 
pies entered  into  books  in  tlie  fecretaries 
office,  out  of  both  which  I  colledled  all  that 
I  thought  convenient ;  not  to  mention  feve- 
ral  memorials  given  me  by  the  minifters 
at  home.  Further,  I  was  a  conftant  wit- 
nefs  and  obfei-ver  of  all  tliat  pafled,  and 
entered  every  particular  of  any  confe- 
quence  upon  paper. 

.  I  was  fo  far  from  having  any  obligation 
to  the  crown,  that,  on  the  contrary,  her  Ma- 
jefty  iiTucd  a  proclamation,  offering  300 1. 
to  any  pcrfon  who  would  difcover  the  au- 
thor of  a  certain  fhort  treatife  *,  which  the 
Queen  well  knew  to  have  been  written  by 
me.  I  never  received  one  fliilling  from  the 
xainillei,     r  any  other  prefent,  except  that 

•  Public  Spirit  of  the  Whigs. 
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of  a  few  books ;  nor  did  I  want  their  zGi&r 
ance  to  fupport  me.  I  very  often  dined 
indeed  with  the  Treafurer  and  Secretary ; 
bu^  in  thofe.days^  that  was  not  reckoned 
a  bribe,  whatever  it  may  have  been  at  any 
time  fince.  I  abfolutely  refufed  to  be 
chaplain  to  the  Lord  Treafurer ;  becaufe  I 
thought  it  would  ill  become  me  to  be  in  a 
ft  ate  of  dependence. 

I  fay  this  to  fhew,  that  I  had  no  other 
bias  than  my  own  opinion  of  perfons  and 
affairs.  I  preferved  feveral  of  the  oppofite 
party  in  tlieir  employments,  who  were  per- 
fons of  wit  and  learning,  particularly  Mn 
Addifbn  and  ,Mr.  Congreve,  neither  of 
whom  were  ever  in  any  danger  from  tlie 
Treafurer,  who  much  efteemed  them  both; 
and  by  his  Lordfliip's  commands,  I  brought 
tlie  latter  to  dine  with  him.  Mr.  Steele 
might  have  been  fafe  enough,  if  his  con- 
tinually repeated  indifcretions,.  and  a  zeal 
mingled  with  fcurrilities,  had  not  forfeited 
all  tide  to  lenity. 

I  know  very  well  the  numberlefs  preju- 
dices of  weak  and  deceived  people,  as  well 
as  the  malice  of  thofe,  who,  to  ferve  their 
own  interell  or  ambition,  have  cafl  off  all 
religion,  morality,  juftice,  and  common  de 
cency.  However,  although  perhaps  I  may 
4  not 
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hot  be  bdieved  in  the  prefent  age,  yet  t 
hope  to  be  fo  in  the  next,  by  all  who  will 
beaf  any  regard  for  the  honour  and  liberty 
of  England,  if  either  of  thefe  £hall  thert 
fuhfift  or  not. 

I  have  no  intereft  or  inclination  to  pal* 
liatc  the  miftakes,  oromiflions,  or  want  of 
fteadinefs,  or  unhappy  mifunderftandings 
among  a  few  of  thofe  who  then  prefided 
in  affairs. 

Nothing  is  mdre  coitimofi  than  the  virtt- 
lence  of  fuperficial  and  ill-informed  wri- 
ters, againft  the  condudt  of  thofe  who  are 
now  called  Primie  Minifters :  And,  finee  fee 
tions  appear  at  prefent  to  be  at  a  greater 
height  than  in  ally  former  times,  although, 
perhaps,  not  £b  equally  poifed  j  it  may  pro- 
bably concern  thofe  who  are  now  in  their 
height,  if  they  have  any  regard  for  their 
own  memories  in  future  ages,  to  be  lefo 
warm  agaiiiif  6thers  who  humbly  diffef 
from  them  in  fome  ftate*  opinions^    Old 
perfons  remember  at  leaft  by  tradition,  the 
horrible  prejudices  that  prevailed  againft 
the  firft  Earl  of  Clarendon,  whofe  charac-f 
ter,  as  it  now  ftands,  might  be  a  pattern? 
for  all  minittcfs ;  although  even  Bifhop? 
Bumet  of  Sarum,  whofe  principles,  vera-' 
city,  and  manner  of  writing,  arc  fo  little 
8  eAeemed^ 
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cfteemed  upon  many  accounts,  hath  been 
^  at  the  pains  to  vindicate  him: 

Upon  that  irreparable  breach  bct\tecn 
the  Treafurer  and  Secretary  BoHngbroke, 
after  my  litmoft  endeavours,  for  above 
trv^'^o  years,  to  reconcile  them  ;  I  retired 
to  a  friend  in  Berklhire,  where  I  ftaid  un- 
til her  Majcfty's  death;  and  then  imme- 
diately returned  to  my  llation  in  Dubliilj 
where  I  continued  about  twelve  years  with- 
out once  feeing  England.  I  there  often  re- 
viewed the  following  Memoirs  ;  neither 
changing  nor  adding,  further  than  by  cor- 
redting  the  ilyle :  And,  if  I  have  been  guil* 
ty  of  any  miftakcs,  they  muft  be  of  fmall 
moment ;  for  it  was  hardly  poffible  I  could. 
be  wrong  informed,  with  all  the  advanta- 
ges I  have  already  mentioned. 

I  fhall  not  be  very  uneafy  under  the  ob- 
loquy that  may,. perhaps,  be  call  upon  me 
by  the  violent  leaders  and  followers  of  the 
prefent  prevailing  party.  And,  yet,  I  can- 
not find  the  leaft  inconfiflence  with  confci- 
ence  or  honour,  upon  the  death  of  fo  ex- 
cellent a  Princefs  as  her  late  Majelly,  for 
a  wife  and  good  man  to  fubmit,  with  a  tiiic 
and  loyal  heart,  to  her  lawful  Proteftant 
fuCceflbr ;  whofe  hereditary  title  was  con-* 
firmed  by  the  Queen  and  both  houfes  of 

Vol.  XV.  E  paiiiament. 
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parliament,  with  the  greateft  unaniinit}% 
after  it  had  been  made  an  article  in  the 
treaty,  that  every  prince  in  our  alliance 
Ihoidd  be  a  guarantee  of  that  fucceffion. 
Nay,  I  will  venture  to  go  one  ftep  farther ; 
that,  if  the  negotiators  of  that  peace  had 
been  chofen  out  of  the  moft  profefled  zea- 
lots for  the  interefts  of  the  Hanover  family, 
they  could  not  have  bound  up  the  French 
king,  or  the  Hollanders,  more  ftridlly  than 
tlie  Queen's  plenipotentiaries  did  in  con- 
firming the  prefent  fucceffion  ;  which  was 
in  them  fo  much  a  greater  mark  of  virtue 
and  loyalty,  becaufe  they  perfeAly  well 
knew,  tliat  they  fhould  never  receive  the 
leaft  mark  of  favour,  when  the  fucceffion 
liad  taken  place^ 
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.    Into  the  BEHAVIOUR  of  the 

QUEEN*s  LAST  MINISTRY, 

With  Relation  to  their 

Quarrels  among  themfelves,  and  the 
Deiign  charged  npon  them  of  altering 
the  SucGcilion  of  the  Crown. 

June  mdccxv. 

SINCE  the  death  of  the  Queen,  it  was 
reafonable  enough  for  me  to  concludci 
that  I  had  done  with  all  public  affairs 
and  fpeculations:  Befides,  the  fcene  and 
ilation  I  ain  m  have  reduced  my  thoughts 
into  a  narrow  compafs:  And  being  wholly- 
excluded  from  any  view  of  favour  under" 
the  prefcnt  adminiftration,  upon  that  in- 
vincible rcafon  of  having  been  in  fome 
degree  of  trull  and  confidence  with  the 
former;  I  have  not  found  the  tranfition 
very  difficult  into  a  private  life,  for  which 
I  am  better  qualified  both  by  natm'e  and 
education. 

The  reading  and  enquiring  after  news 
not  being  one  of  my  diverfions,  having  al- 

E  z  ways 
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ways  dill  iked  a  mixed  and  general  converfa- 
tion,  which,  however  it  fell  to  my  lot,  is 
now  in  my  power  to  avoid ;  and  being  pla- 
ced by  the  duties  of  my  fundlion  at  a  great 
diftance  from  the  feat  of  buiinefs ;  I  am  al- 
together ignorant  of  many  common  events 
which  happen  in  the  world:  Only,  from 
the  little  I  know  and  hear,  it  is  manifeft 
that  the  hearts  of  mod  men  are  filled  with 
doubts,  fears,  and  jealoufies,  or  elfe  with 
hatred  and  rage,  to  a  degree  that  there 
feems  to  be  an  end  of  all  amicable  com- 
merce between  people  of  different  parties; 
and  what  the  confequences  of  this  may 
be,  let  thofe  confider  who  have  contri- 
buted to  the  caufes ;  which,  I  thank  God, 
is  no  concern  of  mine. 

There  are  two  points,  with  reference  to 
the  condu(5l  of  the  late  Miniftry,  much 
infilled  on,  and  little  underftood  by  thofe 
who  write  or  talk  upon  that' fubjecHij 
wherein  I  am  fufEciently  qualified  to  give 
fatisfadion ;  and  would  gladly  do  it,  be- 
caufe  I  fee  very  .much  weight  laid  upon 
each,  and  moll  mens  opinions  of  perfons 
and  things  regulated  accordingly. 

About  two  months  before  the  Queen's 
death,  having  loll  all  hopes  of  any  recon- 
cilement between  the  Treafurcr  and  the  reft 

of 
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of  the  miniftry ;  I  retired  into  the  country, 
to  await  the  ifliie  of  that  conflidl,  wliich 
ended,  as  every  one  had  reafon  to  forefce, 
in  the  Earl  of  Oxford's  difgi^ace ;  to  whom 
the  Lord  BoHngbroke  immediately  fuc- 
cceded  as  firft  minifter:  And  I  was  told, 
that  an  Earldom  and  tlie  Garter  were  in- 
tended for  him  in  a  fortnight,  and  the 
Treafurer's  ftaff  againft  the  next  feflion  of 
parliament;  of  which  I  can  fay  nothing 
certain^  being  then  in  Berkfhirc,  and  receiv- 
ing this  account  from  fome  of  his  friends  j 
but  all  thefe  fchemes  became  foon  abortive, 
by  the  death  of  the  Queen,  which  hap- 
pened in  tlirec  days  after  the  Earl  of  Ox- 
ford's removal. 

Upon  this  great  event,  I  took  the  firft 
opportunity  of  withdrawing  to  my  place 
of  refidence ;  and  rejoiced  as  much  as  any 
man  for  his  Majefty's  quiet  acceflion  to 
the  throne,  to  which  I  then  thought,  and 
it  has  fince  appeared  indifputablc,  that  the 
peace  procured  by  the  late  miniftry  had, 
among  other  good  eifecfls,  been  highly  in- 
ftrumental.  And,  I  thank  God,  I  have 
been  ever  fince  a  loyal  humble  fpedlaior, 
during  all  the  changes  that  have  hap-, 
pened,  akhough  it  were  no  fecret  to  any 
rnan  of  common  fagacity,  that  his  prcfent 
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Majefty's  choice  of  his  fervants,  whenever 
he  fhould  happen  to  fucceed,  would  be  de- 
termined to  thofe  who  moft  oppofed  the 
proceedings  during  the  four  laft  years  of 
his  Predeceflbr's  reign :  And,  I  think,  there 
hath  not  fince  happened  one  particular  of 
any  moment,  which  the  minifters  did  not 
often  mention  at  their  tables,  as  what  they 
certainly  expefted,  from  the  difpofitions  of 
the  court  at  Hanover  in  conjunction  with 
the*  party  at  home,  which,  upon  all  occa- 
fions,  publicly  difapproved  their  proceed- 
ings^ excepting  only  the  attainder  of  the 
Puke  of  Ormond  ;  which,  indeed,  neither 
they  nor  I,  nor,  I  believe,  any  one  perfon 
in  the  three  kingdoms,  did  ever  pretend 
to  forefce ;  and,  now  it  is  done,  it  looks 
like  a  dream  to  thofe,  who  will  confidcr 
the  noblenefs  of  his  birth,  the  great  me- 
rits of  his  anceftors,  and  his  own  ;  his  long 
unfpottcd  loyalty,  his  affability,  genero- 
fity,  and  fweetnefs  of  nature.    I  knew  him 
long  and  well,  and,  excepting  the  frailties 
of  his  youth,  which  had  been  for  fome 
years  over,  and  that  eafinefs  of  temper, 
which  did  fonietimes  lead  him  to  follow 
the  judgment  of  tliofe  who  had,  by  many 
^degrees,  Icfs  underftanding  than  himfelf ; 
1  have  not  convcrfed  witli  a  more  faultlef^ 
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perfon ;  of  great  jullice  and  charity  j   a 
true  fenfe  of  religion,  without  oftentation; 
of  undoubted  valour,    thoroughly  fkilled 
in  his  trade  of  a  foldier;  a  quick  and  ready 
apprehenfion,   with  a  good  fhare  of  un- 
derllanding,  and  a  general  knowledge  in 
men  and  hiftory,    although  under  fome 
difadvantage    by  an  invincible  modefty, 
which  however  could  not  but  render  him 
yet  more  amiable  to  thofe  who  had  the 
honour    and    happinefs    of    being    tho- 
roughly acquainted  with  him.    This  is  a 
ihort  imperfeft  character  of  that  great 
perfon  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  who  is  now 
attainted  for  high  treafon ;   and,   there- 
fore,   I  Ihall  not   prefume   to  offer  one 
fyllable    in   his  vindication,    upon    that 
head,  againft  the  decifion  of  a  parliament. 
Yet  this,  I  think,  may  be  allowed  me  to 
believe,  or  at  leaft  to  hope,  that  when,  by 
the  direft  and  repeated  commands  of  the 
Queen,  his  Miftrefs,  he  committed  thofe 
faults  for  which  he  hath  now  forfeited  his 
country,  his  titles,  and  his  fortune  ;  he  no 
more  conceived  himfelf  to  be  afting  high- 
treafon,  tlian  he  did  when  he  was  wound- 
ed and  a  prifoner  at  London,  for  his  fove- 
reign  King  William,  or  when  he  took  and 
burned  the  enemy's  fleet  at  Vigo. 

E  4  Upon 
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Upon  this  occafion,  although  I  am  fcn- 
fible  it  is  an  old  precept  of  wifdom  to  ad- 
mire at  nothing  in  human  life,  yet  I  confi- 
der,  at  the  fame  time,  how  eafily  forhe  men 
arrive  to  the  pradtce  of  this  maxim,  by  the 
help  of  plain  ftupidity  or  ill-nature,  without 
any  ilrainof  philo!b;^hy;  and,  although  the 
uncertainty  of  humm  things  be  one  of 
the  mol  ob/lous  refleclions  in  morality; 
yet,  fuch  unexpected,  fudden,  and  fignal 
inftances  of  it,  as  have  lately  hajppehed 
among  us,  are  fo  much  out  of  the  ufual 
form,  that  a  wife  man  may,  perhaps,  be 
aVowel  to  ftart  and  look  afide,  as  at  a 
fudd  n  aid  violent  d  ip  of  thimderj^  whicH 
is  much  more  frequent,  and  more  natural. 

And  here  I  cannot  but  lament  my  own 
particular  misfortune ;  who,  having  fingled 
out  three  perfoiis  from  among  the  rcfl  of 
mankind,  on  whofe  friendfhip  and  pro- 
tection I  might  depend;  whofc  converfa- 
tion  I  mod  valued,  and  chiefly  confined  my- 
felf  to ;  lliould  live  to  fee  them  all,  within 
the  compafs  of  a  year,  accufed  of  high- 
treafon ;  two  of  them  attainted  and  in  exile, 
and  the  third  under  his  trial,  whereof  God 
knows  what  may  be  the  ifRie.  As  my 
own  heart  was  free  from  all  treafonable 
thoughts,  fo  I  did  little  imagine  myfclf 
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to  be  perpetually  in  the  company  of  traitors. 
But  the  fajhion  of  this  ivorld  paffeth  aivay. 
Having  already  faid  fomething  of  the 
Duke  of  Ormond,  I  Ihall  add  a  little  to-' 
wards  the  charac^tcrs  of  the  other  two.  It 
happens  to  very  few  men,  in  any  age  pr 
country,  to  come  into  the  world  with  fo 
inany  advantages  of  natijre  and  fortune, 
as  the  late  Secretary  Bolingbroke:  Defcend- 
ed  from  the  bell  families  in  England,  heir 
to  a  great  patrimonial  eftate,  of  a  found  con- 
fix tution,  and  a  moft  graceful,  amiable  per- 
fon  :  But  all  thefe,  had  they  been  of  equal 
value,  \vere  infinitely  below,  in  degree,  to 
the  accomplifhmcnts  of  his  mind,  which 
was  adorned  with  the  choiceft  gifts  that  God 
hath  yet  thought  fit  to  bellow  upon  the 
children  of  men ;  a  llrong  memory,  a  clear 
judgment,  a  vaft  range  of  wit  and  fancy, 
a  thorough  comprehenfion,  an  invincible 
eloquence,  with  a  moll  agreeable  elocu- 
tion. He  had  well  cultivated  all  thefe 
talents  by  travel  and  lludy,  the  latter  of 
which  he  feldom  omitted,  even  in  the 
midft  of  his  pleafures,  of  which  he  had 
indeed  been  too  great  and  criminal  a 
purfuer :  For,  although  he  was  perfuaded 
to  leave  off  intemperance  in  wine,  which 
he  did  for  fome  time  to  fuch  a  degree  that 

he 
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he  fcemed  rather  abftemious ;  yet  he  vras 
faid  to  allow  himfelf  other  liberties,  which 
can  by  no  means  be  reconciled  to  religion 
or  morals ;  whereof,  I  have  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, he  began  to  be  fenfible.  But  he  was 
fond  of  mixing  pleafure  and  bnfmefs,  and 
of  being  efteemed  excellent  at  both ;  upon 
which  account  he  had  a  great  refpeft  for 
the  characters  of  Alcibiades  and  Petronius, 
efpecially  the  latter,  whom  he  would  glad- 
ly be  thought  to  refemble.  His  detraftors 
charged  him  with  fome  degree  of  affefta- 
tion,  and,  perhaps,  not  altogether  without 
grounds;  fince  it  was  hardly  poflible  for 
a  young  man,  with  half  the  bufmefs  of  the 
nation  upon  him,  and  the  applaufe  of  tlie 
whole,  to  efcape  fome  tindiurc  of  tliat  in- 
jQrmity.  He  had  been  early  bred  to  bufi- 
nefs,  was  a  moft  artful  negotiator, '  and 
perfectly  underllood  foreign  affairs.  But 
what  I  have  often  wondered  at  in  a  man 
of  his  temper,  was  his  prodigious  applica- 
tion, whenever  he  tliought  it  neceflar}'- ; 
for  he  would  plod  whole  days  and  nights, 
like  the  loweft  clerk  in  an  office.  His 
talent  of  fpeaking  in  public,  for  which  he 
was  fo  very  much  celebrated,  I  know 
nothing  of,  except  from  the  informations 
of  ethers ;  but  underftanding  men,  of  both 
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parties,  have  allured  me,  that,  in  this  pointy 
in  their  memory  and  judgment,  he  was 
never  equalled. 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  is  a  perfon  of  as 
much  virtue,  as  can  poflibly  confift  with 
the  love  of  power ;  and  his  love  of  power 
is  no  greater  than  what  is  common  to 
men  of  his  fuperior  capacities  j  neither  did 
any  man  ever  appear  to  value  it  lefs,  after 
he  had  obtained  it,  or  exert  it  with  more 
moderation.    He  is  the  only  inftance  that 
ever  fell  within  my  memory,  or  obferva- 
tion,  of  a  perfon  paffing  from  a  private 
life,  through  the  feveral  ftages  of  great- 
nefs,  without  any  perceivable  impreflion 
upon  his  temper  or  behavioiu*.  As  his  own 
birth  was  illuftrious,  being  defcended  from 
the  heirs-general  of   the  Veres  and  the 
Mortimers,  fo  he  feemed  to  value  that  ac- 
cidental advantage  in  himfelf,  and  others, 
more   than  it  could  pretend  to  deferve. 
He   abounded  in  good-nature,   and-good 
humour  ;  although  fubjedl  to  paflion,  as  I 
have  heard  it  aflto^ned  by  others,  and  own* 
ed  by  himfelf ;  which,  however,  he  kept 
under  the  ftridleft  government,  till  towards 
the  end  of  his  miniflry,  when  he  began  to 
grow  foured,  and  to  fufpeft  his  friends  ; 
and,   perhaps,  thought  it  not  worth  his 
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pains  to  manage  any  longer.  He  was  a 
great  favourer  of  men  of  wit  and  learning, 
particularly  the  former,  whom  he  carefled 
without  diftinftion  of  parr)%  and  could  not 
endure  to  think  thar  any  of  tlicm  fliould 
be  his  enemies  ;  and  it  was  his  good  for- 
tune that  none  of  them  ever  appeared  robe 
fo ;  at  lead,  if  one  may  judge  by  the  libels 
and  pamphlets  publillied  againft  him, 
which  he  frequently  read,  by  way  of 
amufement,  with  a  moft  unafpL^cted  indif- 
ference :  Neither  do  I  remember  ever  lo 
Iig.ve  endangered  liis  good  opinion  fo 
much,  as  by  appearing  uncafy  when  the 
dealers  in  that  kind  of  writing  lirfl  began 
to  pour  out  their  fcurrilities  againft  mc; 
which,  he  thought,  was  a  weakncfs  alto- 
gether inexcufable  in  a  man  of  virtue  and 
liberal  education.  He  had  the  grcatcH  va- 
riety of  knowledge  that  I  have  any  where 
met ;  was  a  perfect  mafter  of  the  learned 
languages,  and  well  ikillcd  in  divinity. 
He  had  a  prodigious  mcmoiy,  and  a  moft: 
cxadl  judgment.  In  drawing  up  any  flatc- 
paper,  no  man  had  more  pro])cr  thouglits, 
or  put  them  in  fo  ftrong  and  clear  a  light. 
Although  his  llile  were  not  always  corrcifV, 
which,  however,  he  kncvvT  how  to  mend ; 
yet,  often,  to  favc  time,  he  vv^ould  leave 
9  the 
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the  fmaller  alterations  to  others.    I  have 
heard  tliat  he  fpoke  but  feidom  in  parli- 
ament, and  then  rather  with  art  than  elo- 
quence :  But  no  man  equalled  him  in  the 
knowledge   of  our  conftitution ;   the  re- 
putation whereof  nnade  him  be    chofen 
fpeaker  to  three  fucceflive  parliaments  j 
which  office  I  have  often  heard  his  ene- 
mies allow  him  to  have  executed  with 
iiniverfal  applaufe :  His  fagacity  was  fuch, 
that  I  could  produce  very  amazing  inflan*- 
ces  of  it,  if  they  were  not  imfeafonable^ 
In  all  difficulties,  he  immediately  found 
the  true  point  that  was  to  be  purfued,  and 
adhered  to  it :  And  one  or  two  others  in 
the  miniftry  have  confefled  very  often  to 
me,  that,  after  having  condemned  his  opi- 
nion, they  found  him  in  the  right,  and 
themfelves  in  the  wrong.    He  was  utterly 
a  ftranger  to  fear ;  and,  confcquently,  had 
a  prefcnce  of  mind  upon  all  emergencies. 
His  liberality,   and  contempt  of  money, 
were  fuch,  that  he  almofl  ruined  his  eftatc 
Avhile  he  was  in  emplo}Tiient ;  yet  his  ava- 
rice for  the  public  was  fo  great,  that  it 
neither  confiiled  with  the  prefent  coirup- 
tions  of  the  age,  nor  the  circumitanccs  of 
the  time.    He  was  feidom  millaken  in  his 
judgment  of  men,  and  therefore  net  apt 

to 
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to  change  a  good  or  ill  opinion  by  the  re- 
prefentation  of  others ;  except  toward  the 
efld  of  his  miniftry.  He  Was  aflfable  and 
courteous,  extremely  eafy  and  agreeable 
in  converfation,  and  altogether  difenga-^ 
ged;  regular  in  his  life,  with  great  ap- 
pearance of  piety  J  nor  ever  guilty  of  any 
expreffions  that  could  poflibly  tend  to 
whd^t  was  indecent  or  prophane.  His  im- 
petfeftidris  were,  at  lead,  as  obvious,  al- 
though not  fo  numerous  as  his  virtues. 
He  had  an  air  of  fecrecy  in  his  manner 
alnd  countenance,  by  no  means  proper  for 
a  great  miiiifter,  becaufe  it  warns  all  men 
to  prepare  againft  it.  He  often  gave  no 
anfwer  at  all,  and  very  feldom  a  direft 
one :  And  I  the  rather  blame  this  referv- 
ednefs  of  temper,  becaufe  I  have  known 
a  very  diflferent  pradtice  fucceed  much 
better :  of  which,  among  others,  the  late 
Earl  of  Sunderland,  and  the  prefent  Lord 
Sommers,  perfons  of  great  abilities,  are 
ifemarkable  inftances ;  who  ufed  to  talk 
in  fo  frank  a  manner,  that  they  feemed  to 
difcover  the  bottom  of  their  hearts,  and^ 
by  that  appearance^  of  confidence,  would 
eafily  unlock  the  breads  of  others.  But 
the  Earl  of  Oxford  pleads,  in  excufe  of  this 
charge,  that  he  hath  feldom  or  never  com- 
municated 


cf  the  ^eeris  laji  Mini/iry.  €% 

municated  any  thing  which  was  of  im-^ 
portance  to  be  concealed,  wherein  he  hath 
not  been  deceived  by  the  vanity,  treachery, 
or  indifcretion  of  thofe  he  difcovered  it  to. 
Another  of  his  imperfections,  iiniverfally 
known  and  complained  of,  was  procrafti- 
nation,  or  delay ;  which  was,  doubtkfs, 
natural  to  him,  although  he  often  bore  the 
blamie  without  the  guilt,  and  when  the  re- 
medy was  not  in  his  power;  for  nevcf 
were  prince  and  miniftcr  better  matched 
than  his  Sovereign  and  he,  upon  that 
article :  And,  therefore,  in  the  difpofal  of 
employments,  wherein  "the  Qacen  was 
very  abfolute,  a  year  would  often  pafs  be- 
fore they  could  come  to  a  determination. 
I  remember  he  was  likewife  heavily 
charged  with  the  common  court  vice,  of 
promifing  very  liberally,  and  feldom  per- 
forming ;  of  which,  although  I  cannot  al- 
together acquit  him,  yet,  I  am  confident, 
his  intentions  were  generally  better  than 
his  difappoirited  follicitors  would  believe. 
It  may  be  likewife  faid  of  him,  that  he 
certainly  did  not  value,  or  did  not  under- 
Hand  the  art  of  acquiring  friends  ;  having 
made  very  few  diu-ing  the  time  of  hi» 
power,  and  contracted  a  great  number  of 
enjemies.  Some  of  us  ufed  to  obferve,  that 
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thofe  whom  he  talked  well  of,  or  ftiffer* 
ed  to  be  often  near  him,  were  not  in  a 
ficuation  of  much  advantage  ;  and  that  his 
mentioning  others  with  contempt,  or  dif- 
like,  was  np  hindrance  at  all  to  their  pre- 
ferment, I  have  dwelt  the  longer  upon 
this  great  man's  chara(5ler,  becaufe  I  have 
obferved  it  fo  often  miftaken  by  the  wife 
reafoners  of  both  parties  :  Befides,  having 
had  the  honour,  for  almoft  four  years,  of 
a  nearer  acquaintance  with  him  than  ufu- 
ally  happens  to  men  of  my  level,  and  this 
without  the  lead  mercenary  obligation  ;  I 
thought  it  lay  in  my  power,  as  I  am  fure 
it  is  in  my  will,  to  reprefent  him  to  the 
world  with  impartiality  and  truth. 

Having  often  confidered  the  qualities 
and  difpolitions  of  thefe  two  miniftersf 
I  am  at  a  lofs  to  think  how  it  fhould  come 
to  pafs  that  men  of  exalted  abilities,  wrheil 
they  are  called  to  public  affairs,  are  gene- 
rally drawn  into  inconveniencies  and  mif- 
fortunes,  which  others,  of  ordinary  talents, 
avoid ;  whereof  there  appear  fo  many  ex- 
amples, both  antient  and  modern,  and  of 
our  own  as  well  as  other  countries^  I 
cannot  think  this  to  have  been  altogether 
the  efFedt  of  envy,  as  it  is  ufually  imput- 
ed in.  the  cafes  of  Themiflocles,  Ariftides, 
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Scljpio,  and  others,  and  of  Sir  Walter  Ra- 
leigh, the  Earls  of  Clarendon  and  Strafford, 
here  in  England.  But  I  look  upon  it,  that 
God,  intending  the  government  of  a  na- 
tion in  the  feveral  branches  and  fubor* 
dihations  of  power,  hath  made  the  fcience 
of  governing  fufliciently  Obvious  to  com- 
mon capacities  -,  otherwife  the  world  would 
be  left  in  a  defolate  condition,  if  great  af- 
fairs did  always  require  a  great  genius^ 
whereof  the  moft  fruitful  age  will  h^rd- 
ly^prdduce  above  three  or  four  in  d.  nation, 
among  which,  princes,  who,  of  all  other 
mortals,  are  the  worft  educated,  have 
twenty  millions  to  one  againft  them  that 
they  fliall  not  be  of  the  number ;  and  pro* 
portionable  odds,  for  the  fame  reafons,  arc 
againft  every  one  of  noble  birtli,  6v  great 
cftates.  Accordingly  we  find,  that  the  dul-^ 
left  nations,  antient  and  modem,  have  not 
wanted  good  rules  of  policy,  or  perfons 
qualified  for  adminiftration.  But  I  take 
the  infelicity  of  fuch  extraordinary  men 
to  have  been  caufcd  by  their  iiegleft  of 
conunon  forms,  together  with  the  con- 
tempt of  little  helps  and  little  hindrances ; 
which  is  made  by  Hobbes  the  definition 
df  Magnanimity  t  And  this  contempt,  as 
it  certainly  difpleafes  the  people  in  gene- 
VoL-XV,  F  '    ral, 
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rll,  fo  It  giveth  ofitnce  to  all  ,\tith  whoijl 
fiich  miniftcrs  iiavc  to  deal :  For,'  I  never: 
yet  knew  a  miniftet,  who  :>lv^as  not  eameft- 
ly  deflrolis  to  have  it  thoiigl^it;- f hat  the  arf 
of  goVetiiment  was  a  moft.J>rofoiind  fei- 
cnee ;  Whereas  ir  requires  na  more,  iii 
reality;  than  diligehcc,  honeft}v  and  a  mcir; 
derate  fJiare  of  plai»  natural  fchfe.  And^ 
tiiefeiforfe,  men  thtis  qualified  may,  very 
reafonabty  and  juftiy,  think  .that  the  blifii 
nefs  of  the  world  is  beft  brought  aboiiT 
Vy  regularity  and'  forms,  wherein  than-* 
felves  excel.  For  I  have  frfcqiiently  obo 
ferved  ifaore  caufes  of  dif content  arife  from 
the  pradtice  of  fome  refined  minifl:ers,.  to 
adt  in  common  bufmefs,  out  of  the  conlr 
mon  roild,  than,  from  all  the  ufual  topics 
of  difpkafure  againft  men  in  power.  It 
is  the  "fame  tiling  in  other  fcen6s  of  lifej 
and  among  ail  Ibcietics  or  communities ; 
where,  no  men  are  better  trufted,  or  have 
more  fuccefs  in  bufinefs,  than  thofe  who| 
with  fome  honelly  and  a  moderate  pcirtioh 
of  underllanding,  are  ilri(5l  obfervers  of 
time,  place,  and  method :  And,  on  the 
contrary,  nothing  is  more  apt  to  expofe 
men  to  the  ccnfure  and  obliquy  of  their 
coll(iagues,  and  tlie  public,  than  a  con- 
tempt, or  negled:  of  thefe  circumftances, 
2  however 


of,  the  Queen's  lafi  Miniflty^     *         6j 

however  attended  with  a  fuperior  genius, 
and  an  equal  ddire  of  doing  good :  Which 
hath  made  me  fometimes  fay,  to  a  great 
perfoh  of  this  latter  charac5ter,  that  a  finall 
hifufioh  of  the  Alderman  was  neceflary  to 
thbfe  who  are  employed  in  public  affairs. 
Upon  tills  bccafion,  I  cannot  forget  a  very 
trifling  inftance :  That  one  day  obferving 
the  fame  ^perfoil  to  divide  a  fheet  of  paper 
-with  a  penknife,  the  Iharpnefs  of  the  in* 
iftrument  occafioned ;  it's  moving  fo  irre« 
giilarly  arid  crooked,  that  he  fpoiled  the 
whtoleiheetj  whereupon  I  advifcd  him 
to  take  example  by  his  clerks,  who  per-* 
ibrmed  that  operation  much  better  with 
A  blunt  piece  of  ivory,  which,  diredted  by 
9.  little  ftrength  and  a  fteady  hand,  never 
failed  to  go  right. 

*  But,  to  return  from  this  long  digreflion  i 
About  a  fortnight  after  the  Queen's  death, 
I  came  to  my  place  of  refidence,  where  I  was 
immediately  attacked  with  heat  enough  by 
•fevcral  of  my  acquaintance  of  both  parties  ; 
and  foon  learned,  that  what  they  objedled 
was  the  general  fenfe  of  the  reft,  Thofe  of 
the  church-fide  made  me  a  thoufand  re- 
proaches upon  the  flownefs  and  inactivity 
of  niy  friends,  upon  their  foolifh  quarrels 
>vith  eqch  other,  for  no  vifibk  caufe,  and 
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thereby  facrificing  the  intcrefts  of  the 
church  and  kingdom  to  their  private 
piques.  And  that  they  had  negledled  to 
cultivate  the  favour  and  good-opinion  of 
the  court  at  Hanover.  But  the  weight  of 
thefe  gentlemens  difpleafure  fell  upon  the 
Earl  of  Oxford ;  that  he  had  a(5led  a  trim- 
ming part,  was  never  thoroughly  in  the 
intereft  of  the  church,  but  held  feparate 
commerce  with  the  adverfe  party :  That/ 
either  from  his  negligence,  procraftinating 
nature,  or  fome  finifter  end,  he  had  let  flip 
many  opportunities  of  flrengthening  the 
church's  friends :  That  he  undertook  more 
bufmcfs  than  he  was  equal  to,  afFedled  a 
monopoly  of  power,  and  would  concert 
nothing  with  the  refl  of  the  minifters. 
Many  fa6ts  were  likewife  mentioned, 
which  it  may  not  now  be  very  prudent 
to  repeat :  I  Ihall  only  take  notice  of  one, 
relating  to  Ireland,  where  he  kept  foiu: 
bifliopricks  undifpofed  of,  though  often 
and  moft  earneftly  prefled  to  have  them 
filled ;  by  which  omiflion  the  church* 
intereft  of  tliat  kingdom,  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  is  in  danger  of  being  irrecoverably 
loft. 

Thofe  who  difcourfed  with  me  after  this 
manner,  did,  at  the  fame  time,  utterly  rq- 
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noiince  all  regard  for  the  Pretender ;  and 
mentioned,  with  pleafure,  the  glorious 
opportunity,  then  in  liis  Majefty's  hands, 
of  putting  an  end  to  party-diftindtions  for 
the  time  to  come :  And  the  only  appre- 
henfion  that  feemed  to  give  them  any  un- 
eafinefs  was,  left  the  zeal  of  the  party  in 
power  might  not,  perhaps,  reprefent  their 
loyalty  with  advantage. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  gainersand  men 
in  hopes  by  the  Queen's  death,  talked  with 
great  freedom  in  a  very  different  ftile:  They^ 
all  diredUy  alTerted,  that  the  whole  late 
miniftry  were  fully  determined  to  bring 
in  the  Pretender,  although  they  would 
fometimes  a  little  demur  vpon  the  Earl  of 
Oxford  ;  and,  by  a  more  modem  amend- 
ment,  they  charged  the  fame  accufation, 
without  any  referve,  upon  the  late  Queen 
herfelf.  TTiat,  if  her  Majefty  had  died 
but  a  month  later,  our  ruin  would  have 
been  inevitable.  But  in  that  jimdlure  it 
happened,  (to  ufe  their  own  term,  which 
I  coiUd  never  prevail  with  them  to  explain) 
things  ivere  not  ripe.  That  this  accufation 
would,  in  a  fhort  time,  infallibly  be  prov- 
ed as  clear  as  the  fun  at  noon-day  to  all 
*he  world :  And  the  confequences  natu- 
rally following  from  thefe  pofitions  were, 
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that  the  leaders  ought  to  lofc  their  heads, 
and  all  their  abettors  be  utterly  llript  of 
power  and  favour. 

Thefe  being  the  lentinlents  and  dif- 
Courfes  of  both  parties,  tending  to  load 
the  late  miniilry  with  faults  of  a  very 
different  nature^  it  may,  perhaps,  be  ei- 
ther of  fome  ufe  or  fatisfaftion  to  examine 
thofe  two  points ;  that  is  to  fay,  firil,  how 
far  thefe  miniilers  are  anfwerable  to  their 
friends  for  their  negledl,  mifmanagement, 
and  mutual  difTentions;  and,  fecondly, 
with,  what  juflice  they  are  accufed,  hf 
their  enemjes,  for  endeavouring  to  alter 
tlie  fucceffion  of  the  crown  in  favour  of 
tlie  Pretender. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  I  have  occalionally. 
done  this  already  in  two  feveral  Treatifesi 
of  which  the  one  is  an  hiftory,  and  the 
other  memoirs  of  particular  fads,  but 
neither  of  them  fit  to  fee  the  light,  at^ 
prefcnt;  becaufe  they  abound  with  cha- 
racSters  freely  drawn,  and  many  of  then* 
not  very  amiable ;  and,  therefore,  intended 
only  for  the  inftru6ting  of  the  next  age,  and 
eftablifliing  the  reputation  of  thofe  who 
have  been  ufeful  to  their  country  in  the 
prefent.  At  the  fame  time,  I  take  tliis  op* 
portunity  of  alTuring  thofe  who  may  hap* 

pen, 
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lihavcTwritten^,  that  the  J>lackeftchara<3:ers. 
to  be  met  mth  in  dt  -were  not  drawn  with 
the  jleaft  mixture  of  malice,  or  ill-will, 
but  merely  to  expofe.  the  odioufnefs  of 
vice.  Tor  I  have  always  held  it  as  a  max- 
im, that  ill  men  are  placed  beyond  the 
reach  of  an  hiflorian,  who  indeed  hath  it 
in  his  power  to  reward  virtue,  but  not  to 
punilh  vice:  Decaufe  I  never  yet  faw  a 
profligate  perfon,  who  feeraed  to  have  the; 
leaft  regard  in  what  manner  his  name 
ihould  be  tranfmittcd  to  pollerity:  And  I 
know  a  certain  *  Lord,  not  long  fince  dead, 
who,  I  2xa  very  confident,  would  not  have 
difpofed  of  one  fmgle  fliUling  to  have  had 
it  in  his  choice,  whether  he  fhould  be  re- 
prefented  to  future  ages  as  an  Aniens  or  a 
Catalhie. 

However,  being  firmly  refolved,  for  ^ery 
material  reafons^  to  avoid  giving  the  leaft 
offence  to  any  party  or  perfon  in  power  j 
I  ihall  barely  fet  down  fome  fadts  and  cir- 
cumftances,  during  the  four  lad  years  of 
Queen  Anne's  reign,  which  at  prefent  arc 
little  known  ;  and  whereby  thofe  of  the 
church-party,  who  objcd  againft  the  un- 

♦  Earl  of  Wharton.  . 
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fteadinefs,  negleft,  and  want  of  concert 
in  the  late  miniftry,  may  better  account  fxir 
their  faults.  Moll  of  thofe  fadls  I  can 
bear  witnefs  of  myfelf,  and  have  receivie4 
the  reft  from  fufficient  authority. 

It  is  moft  certain,  that,  when  the  Queen 
firft  began  to  change  her  fervants,  it  was 
not  from  a  diilike  of  things,  but  of  perfons, 
and  thofe  perfons  were  a  very  fmall  num- 
ber. To  be  more  particular,  would  be  incc^ 
dere  per  ignes.  It  was  the  iilue  of  Dr.  Sache- 
verel's  trial  that  encouraged  her  to  proceed 
fo  far ;  and  feveral  of  the  low-church  party^ 
knowing  that  her  difpleafure  went  no  fur- 
ther than  againft  one  fingle  family,  did  not 
appear  to  diflike  what  was  done ;  of  which  I 
could  give  fome  *  extraordinary  inftances. 
But  that  famous  trial  had  raifed  fuch  a  fpirit 
in  the  nation,  againft  the  parliament,  that 
her  Majefty  thought  it  neceffary  to  diflblve 
them,  which,  I  am  confident,  Ihe  did  not  at 
firft  intend.  Upon  this  refolution,  deli^ 
vered  by  the  (^een,  at  council,  in  a  more 
determinate  manner  than  was  ufual  with 
her;  as  I  was  particularly  informed  by 
my  Lord  Sommers,  then  prefident,  fome, 
who  were  willing  to  facrifiqe  QXi^  QtV  two 
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perfons,  would  ix>t  facrifice  their  caufej 
but  immediately  flew  off }  and  the  great 
officers  o£  the  court  and  kingdom  began 
to  refign  their  employments,  which  the 
Queen  fuffered  moft  of  them  to  do  widi 
the  utmoft  regret,  and  which  thofe  who 
knew  her  beft  thought  to  be  real,  efpecially 
Lord  Sommers  and  Lord  Cowper,  for  whom 
ihe  had  as  great  a  perfonal  regard  and 
efteem,  as  her  nature  was  capable  of  ad- 
mitting, particularly  for  the  former.    The 
;itew  parliament  was  called  during  that 
ferment  in  the  nation,  and  a  great  majo- 
rity of  the  church-party  was  returned, 
without  the  leail  aiMance  fiom  the  courts 
whether  to  g^n  a  reputation  of  imparti- 
„ality,  where  they  were  fecurej  or,  as  Mr. 
Harley's  detraftors  would  have  it,  (who 
was  then  minifter)  fix>m  a  refinement  of 
his  politics,  not  to  fuffet-,  upon  the  account 
pf  I  know  not  what  wife  reafons,  too  great 
an  inequality  in  the  balance. 

When  the  parliament  met,  they  foon  be- 
gan to  difcover  more  zeal  than  the  Queen 
expedVed  or  deiired;  ihe  had  entertained 
the  notion  of  forming  a  moderate  or  com- 
preheiifive  icheme,  which  Ihe  maintained 
vrith  great  firmnefs,  nor  would  ever  de- 
part from;  uutil  about  half  a  year  before 

her 
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l>er  ^e^tli:  But  this  neither  tixe  Hou£ejo£ 
Gonunons  ^or  the  kingdom  ui'  general 
vere  then  at  all  inclined  ta  admit,  whatever 
tixey  nuy  hayc  been  in  any  juncture  fincev 
Severalcountry-members,  to almoft a thii:^' 
p^rt  of  the  Houfe,  began  immediately  to 
form  themfelves  into  a  body,  under  a 
£*Rt9.ftic  name  of  the  OBober-club.  Thefe 
dj^ily  prefled  the  miniftry  for  a  tliorough 
change  in  employments,  and  were  not  put 
off  without  jealoufy  and  difcontent.  I  fe-» 
member  it  was  tlien  commonly  underflood 
and  eypedled,  tliat,  when  the  feffion  end^d^ 
a  general  removal  would  be  made :  But  it 
happened  otherwife ;  for  not  only  few  or 
none  were  turned  out,  but  much  deli- 
beration was  uted  in  fupplying  common 
vacancies  by  death.  This  manner  of  pro* 
ceeding  in  a  prime  minifter,  I  confefs,  ap- 
peared to  me  wholly  unacountable,  aiid 
without  example.;  and  I  was  little  fatisfied 
with  the  folution  I  had  heard,  and  partly 
knew  that  he  adted  thus  to  keep  men  at 
his  devotion,  by  letting  expe<5lation  lie  vA 
pommon;  for  I  found  the  efFed:  did  not 
anfwer,  and  that,  in  the  mean-time,  he  led 
io  uneafy  a  Ufe,  by  folicitations  and  pur- 
fuits,  as  no  man  would  endure  who  had  a 
remedy  at  liand.    About  the  beginning  c^ 
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his  miniftry,  I  did,^t  the  requeft  of  feveraj 
confiderable  perfons,  take  the  liberty  of  re-> 
prefcnting  this  flatter  to  liim ;  his  anfwer 
was  fliort  and  cold ;  That  he  hoped  hi» 
friends  would  truft  him ;  that  he  heartily 
wiihed  none  but  thofe  who  loved  the  church 
and  Queen,  were  employed;  but  that  a4 
things  could  not  be  done. on  a  fudden*    J 
have  reafon  to  believe,  that  his  nearefl  ac- 
quaintance were  tlien  wholly  at  a  lofs  what 
to  think  of  his  condu(5t.    He  was  forced 
to  preferve  the  opinion  of  power,  without 
which  he  could  not  aft,  while,  in  reality, 
he  had  little  or  none;   and,  befides,  he 
thought  it  became  him  to  take  the  bur* 
then  of    reproach  upon  himfelf,  rather 
than  lay  it  upon  the  Queen  liis  Miflrcfsf 
who  was  grown  very  pofitive,  flow,  and 
fufpicious ;  and,  from  the  opinion  of  hav- 
ing been  formerly  too  much  direUcdj  fell 
into  the  other  extreme,  and  became  diflS* 
cult  to  be  advifcd.    So  that  few  miniilers 
had  ever,  perhaps,  a  harder  game  to  play, 
between  the  jealoufy  and  difcontents  oS 
his  friends,  on  one  fide,  and  the  maijage- 
ment  of  the  Queen's  temper  on  the  other. 
There  could  hardly  be  a  firmer  friend- 
Ihip,  in  appcarajice,  than  what  I  obferved 
between    thofe   tluec    great  men,    who 

were 
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Were  then  chiefly  tnifted ;  I  mean  the  Lords 
Oxford,  Bolingbroke,  and  Harcourt.    I  re- 
member, in  the  infancy  of  their  power, 
being  at  the  table  of  the  firft,  where  they 
were  all  met,  I  could  not  forbear  taking 
notice  of  the  great  afFeftion  they  bore  to 
each  other ;  and  faid,  I  would  venture  to  pro^ 
phcfy,  that  however  inconftant  our  court 
had  hitlierto  been,  their  miniftry  would 
certainly  laft;  for  they  had  the  church,  the 
crown,  and  the  people  entirely  on  their 
iide.    Then  it  happened,  that  the  public 
good  and  their  private  interell  had  the 
fame  bottom,  which  is  a  piece  of  good 
fortune  that  doth  not  always  fall  to  the 
fliare  of  men  in  power:  But,  principally, 
becaufe  I  obferved  they  heartily  loved  one 
another;  and  I  did  not  fee  how  their  kind- 
nefs  could  be  difturbed  by  competition, 
ilince  each  of  them  feemed  contented  with 
Hs  own  diftri<5l:   So  that,  notwithflanding 
the  old  maxim,  which  pronounceth  court- 
friendlhips  to  be  of  no  long  duration,  I  was 
confident  theirs  would  laft  as  long  as  their 
lives.    But,  it  feems,  the  inventor  of  that 
maxim  happened  to  be  a  little  wifer  than 
I,  who  lived  to  fee  this  friendfliip  firft  de- 
generate into  indifference  and  fufpicion, 

and 
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aiid  thence  corrupt  into  the  greatfeft  atni^ 
mofity  and  hatfed;  contrary  to  all  dppear* 
ances^  andmuch  to.  the  difct^dit  of  me  and' 
my  fagacity.  By  what  degrees^  and  from 
what  caufes  their  diffenfions  grew,  I  fhall^ 
as  far  as  it  may  be  fafe  and  convenient,^ 
very  impanially  relate. 

When  Mr.  Harley  was  dabbed  by  Guif-^: 
card,  the  writer  of  a  weekly  paper,  called: 
the  Examiner  J  taking  occafion  to  refiedt  oa 
that  accident,  happened  to  let  fall  an* 
idle  circnmftance,  I  know  not  upon  what 
grounds,  that  the  French  aflaffin  confefled 
he,  at  firft,  intended  to  have  murdered  Mr. 
Secretary  St.  John ;  who  fitting  at  too  great 
a  diftance,  he  was  forced  to  vent  his  rage 
on  the  other.  Whether  the  Secretary  had 
been  thus  informed,  or  was  content  that 
others  fliould  believe  it,  I  never  yet  could 
learn ;  but  nothing  could  be  more  unfor- 
tunate than  i^e  tendency  of  fuch  a  report, 
which,  by  a  very  unfair  divifion,  derived 
the  whole  merit  of  that  accident  to  Mr.  S^ 
John,  and  left  Mr.  Harley  nothing  but  the 
danger  and  the  pain:  Of  both  which,  al- 
though he  had  a  fufficient  fhare,  (his  phy- 
iicians  being  often  under  apprehenfions 
for  his  life)  yet  I  am  confident  the  time 
of  his  illnefs  was  a  period  of  more  quiet 
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and  eaf6  than  he  erer  enjoyed  during  the 
reft  of  his  adminiftration.'  This  report  t^as 
ikot  unrefented  by  Mr.  Harley's  friends) 
and  the  rather  becanfe  the  f aft  was  diftcftly 
otherwife,  as  it  foon  appeared*  by iOuiA 
card's  confefSoit. 

While  that  minifter  lay  ill  of  his  wbnnd, 
and  his  life  iii  queftion,  the  weight  of  b\ifi- 
Aefs  fell,  in  fome  meafure,  inpon  the  Secre4 
tary,  who  was  not  without  ambiticm; 
which,  I  confefs,  I  have  feidom  foimd 
among  the  wants  of  great  men ;  and  it  was 
conceived  that  he  had  already  entertained 
the  thoughts  of  being  at  tiie  head  of  af-^ 
fairs,  in  cafe  Mr.  Harlcy  fhould  die  j  al^ 
though,  at  the  fame  time,  I  mull  do  juftice 
to  Mr.  St.  John,  by  repeating  what  he  faid 
to  me,  with  great  appearance  of  concern^ 
(and  he  was  but  an  ill  diffembler)  That, 
if  Mr.Harley's  accident  Ihould  prove  fatal, 
it  would  be  an  irreparable  lofs :  That,  as 
things  then  ftood,  his  life  was  abfolutely 
neceflary :  That,  as  to  himfelf,  he  was  not 
mafter  of  the  fcheme  by  which  they  were 
to  proceed,  nor  had  credit  enough  with 
the  Queen;  neither  did  he  fee  how  it 
would  be  pollible  for  them,  in  fuch  a 
cafe,  to  wade  through  the  difficulties  tliey 
were  then  under.    However,  not  to  b« 
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oyef-pal-ticulari  in  fo  nice  a  pioint,  thiiS' 
ijlu<:his  ceitaia,  thatfome  things  happen- 
ed duting  Mf  i  Harley's  cottjfinement,  wliich 
bred -at  Coliftiefe  and  jealoufy  between  thof« 
two  :great  ijlen;  and  thefe,-incr^f;ng  bf 
many  fubfcqutot  accideiKSj  could  neveif 
bferemoYed:    .^  , 

r-jiJplbn  Mir.TIarJtey's  recovery,  which  ^as 
focn  fdllowtd;byihis  prpJnptien  to  an  earl- 
dk)Sto,'iindiite  jFeaftfrpr^s  ftaiFj  he  was  eat- 
meftiy  ptefled  to  go  on. with  the  change 
of  cmptoymeSitSj  for  which  his  frienda 
aUd.the  kifig^pm  were  vtry  impatient } 
witcrein,  I  arrl  confident,  he  was  not  unr 
kindling  to  comply,  if  a  new  incident  had 
not  put  further  difficulties  in  his  way* 
Tlie  Queen  having  tliought  fit  to  take  the 
Itiry'from  the  Duchefs  of  Marlborough,, 
itvras,  after  fome  time,  given  to  another 
great  *  Lady,  wholly  in  the  interells  of  the 
ojipdfite  party ;  who,  by  a  mofl  obfcqui- 
cms  behaviour,  of  which  Ihe  is  a  perfe(5t 
^jmiftrefs,  and  the  privileges  of  her  place, 
which  gave  her  continual  accefs,  quickly 
\fron  fo  far  upon  the  afte6lions  of  her  Ma- 
jcfty,  that  fhe  had  more  perfonal  credit 
than  all  the  Queen's  fervants  put  together^ 

^  Duchefs  of  Soracrfet. 
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Of  this  Lady's  chara(5ler  and  ftory,  having 
fpoken  fo  much  in  other  papers,  whicll 
may  one  day  fee  the  light ;  I  Ihall  only  ob- 
ferve,  that,  as  foon  as  fhe  was  fixed  in  her 
ftation,  the  Queen,  following  the  courfe  of 
her  own  nature,  grew  daily  much  more 
difficult  and  uncomplying.  Some  weak 
endeavours  were,  indeed,  ufed  to  divert 
her  Majefty  from  this  choice  ;  but  fhe  <5on- 
tinned  fteady,  and  pleaded,  that,  if  Ihe 
might  not  have  liberty  to  chufe  her  own 
Servants,  flic  could  not  fee  what  advantage 
file  had  gotten  by  the  change  of  her  minif- 
try :  And  fo  little  was  her  heart  fet  upon 
what  they  call  a  High-church,  or  Tory  ad« 
miniftration,  that  feveral  employments  in 
court  and  countr5%  and  k  great  majority  in 
all  commiffions,  remained  in  the  hands  of 
thofe  who  moft  oppofed  the  prefent  pro- 
ceedings ;  nor  do  I  remember  that  any  re- 
moval of  confequence  was  made  till  the 
winter  following,  when  the  Earl  of  Not^ 
tingham  was  pleafed  to  prepare  and  o£fer 
a  vote,  in  the  Houfc  of  Lords,  againft  any 
peace,  while  Spain  continued  in  the  hands 
of  the  Bourbon  family.  Of  this  vote  the 
minifters  had  early  notice  ;  and,  by  calling 
up  the  numbers,  concluded  they  fliould 
have  a  majority  of  ten  to  overthrow  it- 
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^e  Queen  was  defired,  and  pfomifed,  to 
ipeak  to  a  certain  Lord,  who  wis  looked 
tipoil  as  dubidus :  Tliat  Lord  attended  ac- 
cordingly, but  helird  not  a  Word  of  the 
Ufiatter  from  h6r  Majefty,  although  flic  af-» 
terwirds  owiicid  it  was  not  foi*  want  of  re- 
membet'ing,  but  from  perfed  indifference. 
Tile  Treafiirer,  who  trufted  to  promifes, 
aild  reckoned  that  others  would  truft  to  his, 
was,  by  a  mdft  Unfeifonable  piece  of  par-* 
fimony,   grofsly   deceived;    and  the  vote 
carried  againft  the  court.    Tlie  Queen  had 
the  curiofity  to  be  prcfent  at  the  debate  J 
and  appeared   fo   little   difpleafed  at  the 
event,  Or  againll  thofe  from  whom  flie 
might  have  expedted  more  compUance ;  that 
a  *  perfon  in  high  ftation  among  her  do- 
meftiCs,  who,  that  day  in  her  prefence,  had 
fhewn  his  utmoft  eloquence  (fuch  as  it  was) 
againft  the  minifters,  received  a  particular 
'  t  mark  of  diftindtion  and  favour,  which, 
by  his  poft,  he  could  not  pretend  to,  and 
was  not  removed  from  her  fervice  but  with 
exceeding  difficulty,   many  months  after. 
And  it  is  certain  that  this  Vote  could  not 
have  been  carried,  if  fome  perfons,  very 
near  her  Majefty,  had  not  given  afTuran- 
CCS  where  diey  were  proper,  that  it  would 

•  Duke  of  Spmcffet.  +  To  lead  out  the  Queen;;: 
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be  acceptable  to  the  Queen,  which  her  be- 
haviour feemed  to  confirm. 

But,  when  the  confequences  of  this  vote 
were  calmly  reprefented  to  her,  that  the  limi- 
tation fpecified  therein  had  wholly  tied  up 
her  hands,  in  cafe  the  recovery  of  Spain 
fliould  be  found  impoflible,  as  it  was  fre- 
quently allowed  and  owned  by  many  prin- 
cipal leaders  of  the  oppolite  party,  and 
had,  hitherto,  been  vainly  endeavoured, 
either  by  treaty  or  war:  That  the  king- 
dom Was  not  in  a  condition  to  bear  any 
longer  it's  burthen  and  charge,  efpecially 
with  annual  additions :  Tliat  other  expe- 
dients might  poffibly  be  found  for  pre- 
venting France  and  Spain  from  being 
united  under  the  fame  king,  according  to 
the  intent  and  letter  of  the  grand  alliance  : 
Tliat  the  defign  of  this  vote  was  to  put 
her  Majefly  under  the  ncceflity  of  diflblv- 
ing  the  parliament,  beginning  all  things 
anew,  and  placing  the  adminiftration  in  the 
hands  of  thofe  whom  flie  had  thought  fit 
to  lay  afide,  and  this  by  facrificing  her  pre- 
fent  fervants  to  the  rage  and  vengeance  of 
the  former  ;  wdth  many  other  obvious  con- 
jGiderations,  not  very  proper  at  this  time  ta 
be  repeated :  Her  Majelly,  who  was  ear- 
nelUy  bent  upon  giving   peace    to    har 

people. 
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people,  confented  to  fall  upon  the  fole 
expedient,  that  her  own  coldnefs,  or  the 
Treafurer's  thrift  and  want  or  contempt 
of  artifice  had  left  her ;  which  was,  to 
create  a  number  of  peers,  fufficient  to  turn 
the  balance  in  the  Moufe  of  Lords.  I  con- 
fefs  that,  in  my  hiftory  of  thofe  times,  ' 
where  this  matter,  among  others,  is  treats 
ed  with  a  great  deal'  more  liberty,  and 
confequently  very  unfit  for  preferit  perufal, 
I  have  refined  fo  far  as  to  conje<5ture,  that, 
if  this  were  the  Treafurer's  counfel,  he 
might  poifibly  have  given  it  upon  fome 
further  views  than  that  of  avoiding  the 
confequences  of  my  Lord  Nottingham's 
vote.  And  what  thofe  were,  I  fuppofe,  I 
may  offer  without  offence.  It  is  known 
enough,  that,  from  the  time  of  the  Revo- 
lution to  the  period  I  am  now  fpeaking  of, 
the  favour  of  the  court  was  almoft  perpetu- 
ally turned  towards  thofe  who,  in  the  party- 
term,  are  called  Whigs,  or  the  Low-church ; 
and  this  was  a  fpace  of  above  twenty  years, 
Vrherein  great  additions  were  made  to  the 
peerage  ;  and  the  Bifhops-bench  almoft 
wholly  renewed.  But  the  majority  of  land- 
ed men,  ftill  retaining  the  61d  church-prin- 
ciples in  religion  and  government,  not- 
withftanding  all  endcavoiu's  to  convert 
G  2  thenij 
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them,  the  late  king  was  under  many  in* 
fuperable  difficulties  during  the  courfe  of 
his  reign  ;  elections  feldom  fucceeding  fa 
well,  as  to  leave  the  court-fide  without 
ftrenuous  oppofition,  fufficicnt  to  carry 
many  points  againft  him,  which  he  had 
much  at  heart.  Upon  the  late  Queen's 
fucceeding  to  the  crown,  the  church-party, 
who  fcemed  to  have  grown  more  nume- 
rous, under  all  difcouragements,  began  to 
conceive  hopes,  that  her  Majeily,  who  h^d 
always  profefled  to  favour  tlieir  principles, 
would  make  ufe  of  their  fervice*  And, 
indeed,  upon  that  foot,  things  flood  for 
fome  time :  But,  a  new  war  being  refolv- 
ed  on,  three  perfcms,  who  had  moil  credit 
with  her  Majefty,  and  who  were  then  look- 
ed upon  to  be,  at  leaft,  as  high  princi- 
pled as  could  poffibly  confift  with  tlie  Pro- 
teftant  fucceffion,  having  confulted  their 
friends,  began  to  conceive  that  the  mili- 
tary fpirit  was  much  more  vigorous  in  the 
otlier  party,  who  appeared  more  keen 
againft  France,  more  fanguine  upon  the 
power  and  wealth  of  England,  and  better 
verfed  in  the  arts  of  finding  out  funds, 
to  which  they  had  been  fo  long  ufed. 
There  were  fome  other  motives  for  this 
tranfition  of  the  minifters  at  that  time, 

which 
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X^hich  are  more  proper  for  the  Hiftory 
above-mentioned,  where  they  are  faith- 
fully recorded.  But,  thus  the  Queen  was 
•brought  to  govern  by  what  they  call  a 
Low-church  miniftry,  which  continued  for 
feveral  years :  Till,  at  length,  grown 
weary  of  the  war,  although  carried  on 
with  great  glory  and  fuccefs  ;  and  the  na- 
tion rifing  into  a  flame,  (whether  juftly 
or  no)  upon  the  trial  of  Dr.  Sachcverel, 
which,  in  efFe<5t,  was  a  general  mufler  of 
both  parties  j  her  Majefty,  following  her 
own  inclinations  and  thofe  of  her  people, 
refolved  to  make  fome  changes  in  the  mi- 
niftry, and  take  Mr.  Harley  into  her  coun- 
cils. This  was  brought  about,  as  the 
charge  againft  that  minifter  fays,  by  the 
bafejl  infinuations ;  upon  which,  being  a  de- 
termination of  parliament,  I  fhall  not  dif- 
pute :  Although  I  confefs  to  have  received 
a  very  different  account  of  that  matter 
from  a  moft  excellent  Lady,  upon  whofe 
veracity  I  entirely  depend ;  and  who,  being 
then  in  chief  confidence  with  her  miftrefs, 
muft  needs  know  a  particular  fad:  wherein 
ihe  was  immediately  concerned  and  trufted,^ 
better  than  any  one  man,  or  number  of 
men,  except  the  majority  of  a  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

G  5  Whea 
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When  the  new  parliament  met,  whdfe 
eledlions  were  left  entkely  to  the  people, 
without  the  leaft  influence  from  the  court, 
it  plainly  appeared  how  far  the  church- 
party  in    the    nation  out-numbered    the 
other,  and  efpecially  in  the  feveral  counties. 
But,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  even  after 
fome  management,  there  was  but  a  weak 
and  crazy  majority :  Nor  even  could  this 
have    been    expedted,    if    feveral    great 
Lords,  who  were  always  reputed  of  the 
other  party,  had  not  only  complied,   but 
been  highly  inftrumental  in  the  change; 
as  the  Dukes  of  Shrewfbury  and  Argyle, 
the  Earls  of  Peterborough,    Riyers,    and 
fome  others,  who  certainly  came  into  the 
Queen's  meafures  upon  other  motives  than 
that  of  party.    Now,  fince  the  government 
of  England  cannot  go  on  while  the  two 
Houfes  of  Parliament  are  in  oppofition  to 
each  other ;   and  that  the  people,  when- 
.  ever  they  adied  freely,   would  infallibly 
return  a  majority  of  Church-men :  One  oi 
jthefe  two  things  was  of  neceflity  to  be 
done  ;  either,  firft,  to  diflblve  that  parlia-' 
ment,  and  call  another  of  the  Whig-ftamp, 
by  force  of  a  prodigious  expence,  which 
would  be  neitlier  decent  nor  fafe,   ;ipd, 
perhaps,  at  that  time,  hardly  fealible :  Or 
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elfe,  to  mm  die  balance  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords ;  which,  after  the  fuccefs  of  Loril 
Nottingham's  vote,  was  not  otherwile  to 
be  done,  than  by  creating  a  fufficient  numr 
i>er  of  peers,  in  order,  at  once,  to  make 
the  Queen  and  her  people  eafy  upon  that 
article  for  the  reft  of  her  reign.  And  this 
i  fhould  be  willing  to  think  was  the  Trea- 
furer's  meaning,  when  he  advifed  thofe 
advancements ;  which,  however,  I  confefs, 
I  did  very  much  didike. 

But  if, 'after  all  I  have  faid,  my  con- 
jecture fhould  happen  to  be  wrong;  yet  I 
4o  not  fee  how  the  Treafurer  can  juftly 
be  blamed  for\  preferving  his  caufe,  his 
friends,  and  himfeif,  from  unavoidable 
ruin,  by  an  expedient  allowed  on  all  hands 
to  be  lawful:  Perhaps,  he  was  brought 
vnder  that  neceflity  by  the  want  of  proper 
management ;  but  when  that  neceflity  ap- 
peared, be  could  not  aft  otherwife,  without 
unravelling  whatever  had  been  done ; 
^nrhich,  in  the  language  of  thofe  times, 
would  have  been  called,  delivering  the 
Queen  and  kingdom  back  into  the  hands 
of  a  faction  they  had  fo  lately  got  rid  of. 
And,  I  believe,  no  minifler  of  any  party' 
would,  in  his  circumfbrnqes,  have  fcrupled 
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to  make  the  fame  flep,  when  the  fumim 
rerum  was  at  flake. 
'  *  Although  the  Queen  was  brought  into 
this  meafure  by  no  other  motive  than  her 
earneft  defire  of  a  peace  \  yet  theTreafurer's 
friends  began  to  prcfs  him  anew  for 
further  changes  in  employments ;  conclud- 
ing, from  what  was  paft,  that  his  credit 
was  great  enough  to  compafs  whatever  he 
plcafed.  But  this  proved  to  be  ill  reafoning ; 
for  the  Queen  had  no  diflike  at  all  to  tlie 
other  party,  (whatever  perfonal  pi<^ue5  flie 
might  bear  to  fome  among  them)  further 
than  as  fhe  conceived  they  were  bent  upon 
continuing  the  war,  to  which  her  Majefty 
refolved  to  put  as  fpeedy  an  end  as  ihe 
could  with  honour  and  fafety  to  her  king- 
doms ;  and  therefore  fell,  with  readinefis 
enough,  into  the  methods  propofed  to  her 
for  advancing  that  great  work.  But,  in 
difpenfing  her  favours,  flie  was  extremely 
cautious  and  flow;  and,  after  the  ufual 
miftake  of  thofe  wjio  think  they  have  been 
often  impofed  oh,  became  fo  very  fufpici-^ 
OU8,  that  Ihe  overlhot  the  mark,  and  erred 
in  the  Other  extreme.  When  a  perfon 
happened  to  be  recommended  as  ufeful  for 
her  fervice,  or  proper  to  be  obliged,  per- 
haps, after  a  long  delay,  iji?  would  fonfenti 

but. 
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tut,  if  the  Treafurer  offered,  at  the  fame 
tune,  a  warrant,  or  other  inftrument,  to 
her  already  prepared  in  order  to  be  figned, 
becaufe  he  prefnmed  to  reckon  upon  her 
confent  beforehand,  fhe  would  not ;  and 
thus  the  affair  would  fometimes  lie  for  fe- 

.  veral  months  together,  although  the  thing 
were  ever  fo  reafonable,  or  that  even  the 
public  fuffered  by  the  delay.  So  that  this 
minifter  had  no  other  remedy  but  to  let 
her  Majefty  take  her  own  time,  which 
never  failed  to  be  the  very  longeft  that  the 
Aature  of  the  thing  coidd  fuffer  her  to 
defer  it- 

When  this  promotion  was  made,  Mi*. 
Secretary  St.  John,  whofe  merits  and  pre- 

:  tenfions,  as  things  then  flood,  were  far  fu- 
perior  to  any,  was  purpofely  left  out,  be- 
caufe the  court  had  need  of  his  great  abi- 
lities, the  following  fefllon,  in  the  Houfc 
of  Commons  ;  and  the  peace,  being  then 
upon  the  anvil,  he  was  beft  able  to  explain 
and  juftify  the  feveral  fteps  towards  it; 

.  which  he  accordingly  did  with  invincible 
teafon  and  univerfal  applaufe.  Wlien  the 
fcflion  was  over,  the  Queen  thought  fit  to 
give  him  a  title ;  and,  that  he  might  not 
lofe  his  rank,  created  him  Vifcount.  There 

.  bad  bijen  an  Earldom  in  his  name  and  fa- 
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mily,  lately  extinft  ;  (though  a  Barony 
fell  to  a  collateral  branch  in  the  perfon  of 
an  infant),  and  the  Secretary,  being  of  the 
iame  houfe,  expedled  and  defired  the  fame 
degree.  For  he  reafoned,  that,  making  hima 
Vifcount,  would  be  but  rigorous  juftice,  and 
he  hoped  he  might  pretend  to  fome  mark 
of  favour.  But  the  Queen  could  not  be  pre- 
vailed with ;  becaufe,  to  fay  the  truth,  he 
was  not  much,  at  that  time,  in  her  good 
graces  j  fome  women  about  the  court  ha- 
ving infufed  an  opinion  into  her,  that  he 
was  not  fo  regular  in  his  life  as  he  oug^t 
to  be.  The  Secretary  laid  the  whole  blame 
of  this  difappointment  upon  the  Earl  of 
Oxford,  and  freely  told  me,  that  he  would 
never  depend  upon  the  Earl's  friendihip 
as  long  as  he  lived,  nor  have  any  furdier 
commerce  with  him,  than  what  was  ne- 
ceflary  for  carrying  on  the  public  fervioe. 
And  although  I  have  good  reafon  to  be 
afTured  that  the  Treafurer  was  wholly  in- 
nocent in  this  point,  as  both  himfelf  and 
Lady  Mafham  then  prot^fted  to  me,  yet 
my  Lord  Bolingbroke  thought  the  appear- 
ances were  fo  ftrong,  that  I  was  never  able 
p  bring  him  over  to  my  opinion. 

The  divifions  between  thefe  two  great 
men  began  to  fplit  the  court  into  parties} 

Harcourt, 
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Ha3xx>iut,  lord.  ClfaiKellor,  die  Dukes  of 
Shrewfburjr  and  Argyk,  Sir  William  Wind'** 
ham,  and  one  or  two  more,  adhered  to  the 
Secretary  j  the  reft  were  either  neuters  or 
indined  to  the  TresUurer,  whether  from 
poHqr  or  gratitude,  although  they  all 
agreed  to  blame  and  lament  his  myfieri*> 
ous  and  procraftinating  manner  in  adting ; 
which  the  ftate  of  afiairs,  at  that  time, 
could  very  ill  admit,  and  muft  have  ren-* 
dered  the  Earl  of  Oxford  inexcufable,  if 
the  Queen's  obilinate  temper  had  not  put> 
him  under  the  necefHty  of  exerting  thofe 
talents  wherewith,  it  muft  be  confejied, 
his  nature  was  already  too  well  provided.  . 
This  minifter  had  ftronger  paifions  than 
the  Secretary,  but  kept  them  imdcr  ftriAer 
government :  My  I^rd  Bolingbroke  was  of 
a  nature  frank  and  open  -,  and,  as  men  of 
great  genius  are  fuperior  to  common  rules, 
he  feldom  gave  himfelf  the  trouble  of  dSi- 
guiiing,  or  fubduing  his  refentments,  al- 
though he  was  ready  enough  to  fcarget 
them.  In  matters  of  ftate,  as  the  Earl 
was  too  referved,  fo,  perhaps,  the  other 
was  too  free  j  not  from  any  incontinency 
of  talk,  but  from  the  mere  contempt  of 
jnultiplying  fecrefs  ;  although  the  graver 
f^unfeliprs  imputed  tliis  liberty  of  fpeech 

to 
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to  vanity,  or  lightnefs.  And,  upon  the 
whole,  no  two  men  could  diflfer  more  in 
their  diverfions,  their  ftudies^  their  ways 
of  tranfadting  bufinefs,  their  choice  of 
company,  or  manner  of  converfation. 
.  The  Queen,  who  was  well  informed  of 
thefe  animofities  among  her  fervants,  of 
which  her  own  dubious  management  had 
.been  the  original  caufe,  began  to  find,  and 
lament  the  ill  confequcnces  of  them  in  h?r 
affairs,  botli  at  home  and  abroad ;  and  to 
Jay  the  blame  upon  her  Treafurer,  whofc 
:greateft  fault,  in  his  whole  miniftry,  was 
too  much  compliance  with  his  Miftrefs, 
by  which  his  meafures  were  often  difcon- 
certed,  and  himfelf  brought  under  fuf- 
picion  by  his  friends. 

I  am  very  confident,  that  this  alteration 
in  the  Queen's  temper,  towards  the  Earl  of 
Oxford,  could  never  have  appeared,  if  he 
had  not  thought  fit  to  make  one  ftep  in 
politics  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  ap- 
prehend. When  the  Queen  firft  thought 
of  making  a  change  among  her  fervants, 
after  Dodtor  Sacheverel's  trial,  my  Lady 
Mafliam  was  very  much  heard  and  trufted 
upon  that  point,  and  it  was  by  her  inteiv 
vention  Mr.  Harley  was  admited  into  her 
Majefty's  prefence.   That  Lady  was  then  in 

high 
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lligh  favour  with  her  Miftrefs,  which,  I  be-» 

lieve,  the  Earl  was  not  fo  very  fedulous  x& 

cultivate  or  preferve,  as  if  he  had  it  itiuch 

at  heart,  nor  was  altogether  forry,  when  he 

faw  it  under  fome  degree  of  declination* 

The  reafons  for  this  mufl  be  drawn  from 

the  common  nature  of  mankind,  and  the 

incompatibility  of  power:  But  the  jun<5ture 

was  not  favourable  for  fuch  a  refinement, 

becaufe  it  was  early  known  to  all,  who 

had  but  looked  into  the  court,  that  this 

Lady  muft  have  a  fucceflbr,  who,  upon 

pique  and  principle,  would  do  all  in  her 

power  to  obftru<5t  his  proceedings.     My 

Lady  Mafliam  was  a  perfon  of  a  plain 

found  xmderftanding,  of  great  truth  and 

fincerity,  without  the  leaft  mixture  of  falfe- 

hood  or  difguife ;  of  an  honeft  boldnefs 

and  courage,  fuperior  to  her  fex ;  firm  and 

difinterefted  in  her  friendfhip,  and  full  of 

love,  duty,  and  veneration  for  the  Queen, 

her  Miftrefs :  Talents  as  feldom  foimd,  or 

fought  for  in  a  court,  as  unlikely  to  thrive 

while  they  are  there :  So  that  nothing  could, 

then  be  more  unfortunate  to  tlie  public, 

than  a  coldnefs  between  this  lady  and  the 

firft  niinifl:er  J  nor  a  greater  miftake  in  the 

latter,  than  to  fuflfer,  or  connive,  at  the 

Icifening  of  h^r  credit,  which  he  quickly 

faw 
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law  removed  v«ry  difadvantagioufly  td 
ajciother  *  objed,  and  wanted  the  efiedts  of, 
when  hi5  own  was  funk  in  the  only  do* 
xneftick  affair  for  which  I  ever  knew  him 
Tinder  any  concern. 

While  the  Queen's  favour  to  the  Earl 
was  thus  gradually  leffening,  the  breaches 
between  him  and  his  friends  grew  every 
day  wider,  which  he  looked  upon  with' 
great  indifference,  and  feemed  to  have  his 
thoughts  only  turned  upon  finding  out 
fome  proper  opportunity  for  delivering  up 
his  ftaff :  But  tliis  her  Majefty  would  not 
then  admit ;  becaufc,  indeed,  it  was  not  eafy 
to  determine  who  fliould  fucce^d  him. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  difpofitions  at  court, 
the  Queen  fell  dangeroufly  fick  at  Windfor^ 
about  Chriflmas  17 13.  It  was  confidently 
reported  in  town,  that  flie  was  dead ;  and 
the  heads  of  the  expe<Sting  party  were  laid 
to  have  various  meetings  thereupon,  and  a 
great  hurrying  of  chairs  and  coaches  to 
and  from  the  Earl  of  Wharton's  houfe: 
.Whether  this  were  true  or  not,  yet  thus 
much  is  certain,  that  the  expreffions  of  jby 
appeared  very  frequent  and  loud  among  ma- 
ny of  that  party ;  which  proceeding  men  of 

*  The  Ducbcfi  of  Somerfct, 

form 
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;  form  dtd  not  allow  to  be  altogether  decent. 

j  A  meflenger  was  immediately  difpatched, 

;  with  an  account  of  the  Queen's  illnefs,  to 

:  djie  Treafurer,  who  was  then  in  town;  and, 
in  order  to  flop  the  report  of  her  death, 

\  appeared  next  day  abroad,  in  his  chariot, 
with  a  pair  of  horfes,  and  did  not  go  down 

:  to  Windfor  till  his  ufual  time.    Upon  his 
airival  there  the  danger  was  over,  but  not 

!  the  fright,  which  ftill  fat  on  every  bod^^'s 
face,  and  the  account  given  of  the  con- 
fufion,  and  diftra<5tion  the  whole  court  had 
been -under,,  is  hardly  to  be  conceived: 
UptMi  which  the  Treafurer  faid  to  me, 
**  "Whenever  any  thing  ails  the  Queen,  thefe 
**  people  are  out  of  their  wits ;  and  yet, 
*<  they  are  fo  thoughtlcfs,  that,  as  foon  as 
*'  Ihe  is  well,  they  ad  as  if  Ihe  were  im- 
••  mortal/'  I  had  fufficient  reafon,  both  be- 
fore and  fince,  to  allow  his  obfervation  to 
be  true,  and  that  fome  fhare  of  it  might,- 
with  juftice,  be  applied  to  himfelf. 
■  The  Queen  had  early  notice  of  this  be- 
haviour among  the  difcontented  leaders, 
during  her  illnefs.  It  was,  indeed,  an  af- 
ifiair  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  required  no  ag- 
gravation; which,  however,  would  not 
have  been  wanting,  the  women  of  both 
parties,  who  then  attended  her  Majefty,  be- 
d  ing 
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ing  well  difpofed  to  reprefent  it  in  thd 
llrongeft  light.  The  refult  was,  that  the 
Queen  immediately  laid  alide  all  her 
fchemes  and  vifions  of  reconciling  the  two 
oppofite  interefts,  and  entered  upon  a  firnl 
refolution  of  iadhering  to  xht  old  Englifh 
principles,  from  an  opinion^that  the  adverfe 
party  waited  impatiently  for  her  death| 
upon  views  little  confifting  (as  the  Ian* 
guage  and  opinion  went  then)  with  the 
fafety  of  the  conflitution,  either  in  church 
or  ftate.  She,  therefore^  determined  to  fall 
into  all  juft  and  proper  methods,  that  her 
minifters  fhould  advife  her  to,  for  the  pre- 
£er\^ation  and  continuance  of  both.  This 
I  was  quickly  ajdured  of,  not  only  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  and  Lord  Bolingbroke, 
but  by  the  Treafurer  himfelf . 

I  confefs  myfelf  to  have  been  then  tho* 
roughly  perfuaded  that  this  incident  would 
perfedlly  reconcile  the  minifteSrs,  by  unit-- 
ing  them  in  piu-fuing  one  general  intereft; 
^d,  confidering  no  iParther  than  what  was 
fitteft  to  be  done,  I  could  not  ealily  forefee 
any  objeftions,  or  difficulties,  that  the  Earl 
of  Oxford  would  make;  I  had,  for  feme 
time,  endeavoured  to  cultivate  the  ftridtefl 
friendfhip  between  him  and  the  *  General, 

*  The  Duke  of  Ormond. 
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Iby  telling  both  of  them,  (which  happened 
to  be  the  truth)  how  kindly  they  fpoke  of 
each  other ;  and  by  convincing  the  latter 
of  what  advantage  fuch  an  union  muft  be 
to  her  Majefly's  fervice.     There  was  an 
a£[air  upon  which  all  our  friends  laid  a 
more  than  ordinary  weight.    Among  the 
horfe  and  foot  guards  appointed  to  attend 
on  the  Queen's  perfbn,  feveral  officers  took 
every  pccafion,  with  great  freedom   and 
bittemefs  of  fpeech,  to  revile  the  miniftry, 
upon  the  fubjedl  of  the  peace  arid  the 
Pretender,  not  without  many  grofs  expref- 
fions  againft  the  Queen  herfelf  j  fuch  as,  I 
fuppofe,  will  hardly  be  thought  on  or  at- 
tempted, but  certainly  not  fufFered  under 
the  prefent  powers.     Which  proceeding, 
befides  the  indignity,   begot  an  opinion, 
that  her  Majefty's  perfon  might  be  better 
guarded  than  by  fuch  keepers,  who,  after 
attending   at   court,    or   at  the  levee   of 
the  General  or  firft  minifter,    adjourned, 
to    publilh    their   difaifedlion   in    coffee- 
houfes    and    gaming-ordinaries,    without 
any  regard  to  decency  or  truth.    It  was 
propofed,  that  ten  or  a  dozen  of  the  leaft 
difcreet  among  thefe  gentlemen  Ihould  be 
obliged  to  fell  their  pofts  in  the  guards ; 
and  that  two  or  three,  who  had  gone  the 
Vol.  XV.  H  greatefl 
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greateft  lengths,  Ihould  have  a  price  fixed 
for  their  copwuifions^  fomewhat  hclow 
the  exorbitant  rate  ufually  demanded  for 
?t  few  years  paft.    The  Duke  of  Ormond 
defired  but  ten  thoufand  pounds  to  make 
the  matter  eafy  to  thofe  officers  who  were 
to  Succeed,  which  funi,  his  Grace  toidme, 
the  Treafurer  had  given  him  encourage-e 
ment  to  expert,  although  he  pleaded  prefenc 
want  of  money :  And,  I  cannot  but  lay,  tliat, 
having  often,  at  the  Duke's  defuse,  prefix 
ed  this  minifter  to  advance  the  money,  he 
gave  me  fuch  anfwers  as  made  me  think 
he  really  intended  it:  But  I  was  quickly 
undeceived  j  for,  expoftulating  fome  days 
after  with  hhn  upon  the  fame  fuhjedl,^ 
after  great  expreflions  of  efteem  and  friend- 
Ihip  for  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  and  mention-- 
ing   fome  ill-treatment  he  had  received 
from  his  friends,  he  faid,  he  knew  not  why 
he  fliould  do  other  people's  work,    Tlic 
truth  is,  that,  except  the  Duke,  my  Lonl 
Trevor,  and  Mr.  Secretary  Brpmley,  I  could 
not  find  he  had  one  friend  left  of  any  conr 
fequence   in  lier  Majeity's  femce.    The 
Lord  Chancellor,  Lord   Bolingbroke,    an^ 
JLady  Malliam,  openly  declared  againft  himj 
.to  whom  were  joined  the  Bifliap  of  *  Ro*- 

:         .  .  ,*  Dr.  Attwbury, 
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chefter  and  fome  others.  Dartmouth, 
then  Privy-feal,  and  Paulet,  Lord  Steward, 
flood  neuters.  The  Duke  of  Shrewfbury 
hated  the  Treafurer,  but  facrificed  all  re- 
fentmcnts  to  eafe,  profit,  and  power;  and 
was  then  in  Ireland  adling  a  part  diredlly 
oppofite  to  the  Court,  which  he  had  faga- 
city  enough  to  forefee  might  quickly  turn 
to  account ;  fo  that  the  Earl  of  Oxford  flood 
almofl  fingle,  and  every  day  found  a  vifible 
declenfion  of  the  Queen's  favour  towards 
liim ;  which  he  took  but  little  care  to  re- 
drefs,  defiring  nothing  fo  much  as  leave  to 
deliver  up  his  llafF.  Which,  however,  as 
conjundlures  then  ftood,  he  was  not  able  to 
obtain;  his  adverfaries  not  having  deter- 
mined where  to  place  it :  Neither  was  it, 
upon  feveral  accounts,  a  work  fo  proper  to 
be  done,  while  the  parliament  fate,  where 
the  miniflry  had  already  loft  too  much  re- 
putation, and  efpecially  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords.  By  what  I  could  gather  from  fe- 
veral difcourfes  with  the  Treafurer,  it  was 
not  very  difficult  to  find  out  how  he  rea- 
foned  with  himfelf.'  The  Church-party 
continued  violently  bent  to  have  fome 
necejQTary  removals  made  in  the  guards, 
as  well  as  a  further  change  in  the  civil 
employments  through  the  kingdom.    All 

H  2  the 
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the  great  officers  about  the  court,  or  in 
her  Majefty's  fervice,  except  the  Duke  of 
Shrewfbury  and  one  or  two  more,  were  in 
the  fame  opinion ;  the  Queen  herfelf,  fince 
her  laft  illnefs  at  Windfor,  had  the  like 
difpofitions ;  and,  I  tliink,  it  may  appear 
from  feveral  paflages  aheady  mentioned, 
that  the  blame  of  thofe  delays,  fo  often 
complained  pf,  did  not  originally  lie  at  the 
Earl  of  Oxford's  door.  But  tlie  Hate  of 
things  was  very  much  changed  by  feveral 
incidents:  The  Chancellor,  Lord  Boling- 
broke,  and  Lady  Mafham,  had  entirely  forfa- 
ken  him,  upon  fufpicions.  I  have  mentioned 
before ;  which,  although  they  were  found- 

•  ed  on  millake,  yet  he  would  never  be  at 
the  pains  to  clear ;  and,  as  he  lirft  lelTened 
his  confidence  with  the  Queen,  by  prefling 
her  upon  thofe  very  points,  for  which  his 

,  friends  accufed  him  that  they  were  not 
performed ;  fo,  upon  her  change  of  fenti- 
ments,  after  her  recovery,  he  loll  all  favour 
and  credit  with  her,  for  not  feconding  thofe 
new  refolutions  from  which  flie  had  for- 
merly been  fo  averfe.  Befides,  he  knew  as 
well  as  all  others  who  were  near  the  court, 
that  it  was  hardly  poffible  the  Queen  could 
furvive  many  montlis ;  in  which  cafe,  he 
mull  of  neceffity  bring  upon  liim  the  odi- 
um 
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tun  and  vengeance  of  the  fucceflbr,  and 
of  that  party  which  mull  then  be  pre- 
dominant, who  would  quickly  unravel 
all  he  had  done:  Or,  if  her  Majefty  fhould 
hold  out  longer  than  it  was  reafonable 
to  expe<5t,  yet,  after  having  done  a  work 
that  muft  procure  him  many  new  ene- 
mies, he  could  expedt  nothing  but  to 
be  difcharged  in  difpleafure.  Upon  thefe 
reafons  he  continued  his  excufes  to  the 
Duke  of  Ormond,  for  not  advancing  the 
money;  and,  during  the  iix  laft  months 
of  his  'miniftry,  would  enter  into  no  afFairS' 
but  what 'immediately  concerned  the  buii- 
nefs  of  his  office.  That  whole  period  was 
nothing  elfe  but  a  fcene  of  murmuring 
and  difcontent,  quarrel  and  miftinderftand- 
ing,  animofity  and  hatred,  between  him 
and  his  former  friends.  In  the  mean- 
time the  Queen's  countenance  was  wholly 
changed  towards  Tiim ;  Ihe  complained  of 
his  filence  and  fuUennefs ;  and,  in  return, 
gave  him  every  day*  frefh  inftances  of  ne- 
gle(5l  or  difpleafure. 

The  original  of  this  quarrel  among  the 
minifters,  which  had  been  attended  with 
fo  many  ill  confequences,  began  firft  be- 
tween the  Treafurer  and  Lord  Bolingbroke, 
from  the  caufes  and  incidents  I  have  al- 
ii 3  ,    ready 
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ready  mentioned;  aad  might,  very  pro-* 
bably,  have  been  prevented,  if  the  Trea* 
furer  had  dealt  with  lefs  referve,  or  the 
Lord  Bolingbroke  had  put  that  confidence 
in  him  which  fo  fincere  a  friend  might 
reafonably  have  expeded.  Neither,  per-* 
haps,  would  a  reconcilement  have  been^ 
an  affair  of  much  difficulty,  if  their  frienda 
Qii  both  fides  had  not  too  much  obferved 
the  common  prudential  fonpas  of  not  car^ 
ing  to  intermeddle  \  which,  together  with  the 
addition  of  a  flirug,  was  the  conftaoit  an- 
£wer  I  received  from  moft  of  them^  wh^nr, 
ever  I  prefled  them  upon  the  fuhieft.  \ 
cannot  tell  whether  my  Lord  Trevor  may- 
be excepted,  becaufe  I  had  little  acquaint-. 
q,nce  with  him,  although  I  am  inclined  ta 
the  negative.  Mr.  Prior,  who  was,  much 
loved  and  efteemed  by  them  both,  as  he 
^vell  deferved,  upon  the  account  of  every 
virtue  tlwt  can  qus^Ufy  a  man  for  private 
converfatipn,  might  have  been  the  pro^ 
pereft  perfon  for  (uch  a  work,  ijF  he  could 
have  thought  it  to  confift  with  the  pru-» 
dence  of  a  courtier;  but,  however,  he  was 
abfent  in  France  at  thofe  jun<flures  when 
it  was  chiefly  neceflary.  And  to  fay  the 
truth,  moft  perfons  h^d  fo  avowedly  de-^ 
clared  themfelves  on  one  ftde  or  the  other, 

that 
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,  that  thefe  twa  great  men  had  hardly  a  cdih- 
mon  friend  left  except  myfelf *  I  had  cv^r 
been  treated  with  great  ktndftefs  by  thedi 
bothrondl  cofttd'ved  that -what  I  wanted 
-in^wcaght  and  credit  ttiight  be  made  up 
wtthiiiicerity  and  freedom.  The  former 
-tlliej;.  heVdr  doubted,  and  the  latter  they 
heid  Cdriflant  exj^tteiice  d^r  I  had  managed 
betweett  them  foi:  almbft  two  years;  and 
their  eaftdotit  -iv^  fo  great,  <hat  they  had 
not  the  ieafi:  jeiloufy  or  fufpicion  of  jme. 
,AAd  t  thought  I  had  done  tt^oiiders,  wheh, 
iipcto  the  Queen's  being  laft  at  Windfpr, 
I  put  them  in  a  coach  to  go  thither  by  ap- 
J^intment  without  other  company;  where 
they  would  have  four  hours  tihie  jto  coni'e 
•to  a  go6d  Tjttderftatiding;  but;  in  two  days 
after,  I  learned  from  them  both  that  no- 
thing, was  done. 

•  'Wtere  had  been  three  biflibprics  for  fome 
time  vacant  in  IreUnd,  and  I  had  prevail- 
;ed  on  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  that  one  of  them 
ih6iild'  be  divided.  Accofdihgly  four  di- 
vines of  that  kingdom  were  numed  to  tlie 
Queen,  and  approved  by  her ;  but,  upon 
Ibme  difficulties  not  worth  mentioning, 
the  Queen's  mandatory  letters  to  Ireland 
Jiad  been  delayed :  I  prefled  the  Treafurer 
gyer^week,    while  her  Majcfly  was  at 

H  4  Windfor, 
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.  Windfor,  and  wery  day  after  her  return, 
-.to  finifli  this  aflfair,  as  a  point  of  great 
confequence  to  the  church  in  that  king- 
dom j  andi  grpwing  at  length  impatient 
of  fo  many  excufes,  I  fell  into  fbnae  rpaf- 
.  lion,  when  his  Lordfliip  freely  toldiJXic, 
,  that  he  had  been  earneflr  with  the  ^^een, 
upon  that  matter,  about  ten  times  the  laft 
fortnight,  but  without  e^<cl  i  and  that  he 
foimd  his  credit  wholly  at  an  end.  This 
happened  about  eleven  weeks  before  the 
Queen  died :  And,  two  nights  after,  fitting 
with  him  and  Lord  Bolingbroke,  in  Lady 
Maiham's  lodgings  at  St.  James's,  for  fome 
,  hours  ;  I  told  the  Treafurfer,  that,  having 
defpaired  of  any  reconciliation  between 
theni,  I  had  only  ftaid  fome  time  longer  to 
forward  the  difpofal  of  thofe  bifliopricks 
in  Ireland,  which  fince  his  LordHiip  told 
nie  was  out  of  his  power  ;  I  now  refolved 
to  retire  immediately,  as  from  an  evil  I 
could  neither  help  to  redrefs,  nor  endure 
the  fight  of:  That,  before  I  left  them,  I 
defired  diey  would  anfwer  me  two  que- 
flions  :  Firft,  Whether  thefe  mifchiefs 
might  not  be  remedied  in  two  minutes? 
And,  fecondly.  Whether,  upon  the  prefent 
foot,  the  miniflry  would  not  be  infallibly 
ruined  in  two  months  ?   Lord  Bolingbroke 

anfwered 
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anfwered  -to  each  queftion  in  the  affirma- 
tive, and  approved  of  my  refolution  to  re- 
tire }  but  the  Treafurer,  after  his  manner, 
evaded  both,  and  only  defired  me  to  dine 
with  hiiii  next  day.  However,  I  immedi- 
ately went  down  to  a  friend  in  Berkfhire, 
tdawait-the  ifTue,  which  ended  in  the  re- 
mbVal  of  my  Lord  Treafurer,  and,  three 
days  aftcr,lin.her  Majefty"*  death. 
Lr^rThusi  have,  Kith  fbffl6  pains,  recolledi:- 
cd  feveral  paflages,  which  1  thought  were 
inoft  material  for  the  fafisfadtion  of  thofe 
who  appear  ;fo  niuch  at  a  lofs  upon  the 
unaccountable  quarrels  of  the  late  iriini- 
firy.  For,  indeed,  it  looked  like  a  riddle, 
to  fee  perfons  of  great  and  undifputed  abi- 
lities, called  ■  by  the  Queen  to  her  fervice, 
in  the  plac'erdf  otheris  with  whofe  proceed- 
ings ihe  waist  difgufted,  and  with  great  fa- 
tisfadtibn-to  the  clergy,  the  landed  inte* 
reft,  and  body  of  the  people,  running,  on 
a  fudden, :  into  fuch  a  common  beatea 
court-track  of  ruin,  by  divifions  among 
themfelvesij  not  only  without  a  vifible 
caufe,  but  with  the  ftrongeft  appearances 
to  the  contrary,  and  without  any  refuge 
to  the  ufual  excufe  of  evil  infttoiments, 
Or  cunning  adverfaries,  to  blow  the  coals 

of 
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of  diflention ;  for  the  work  was  entirely 
their  own. 

I  impute  the  caufe  of  thefe  misfortunes 
to  the  Queen,  who,  from  the  variety  of 
hands  fhc  had  employed,  and  reafdnirigis 
flie  had  heard  filice  her  coming  to  the 
crown,  was  grown  very  fbnd  x)f  -  mode- 
rating fchemes,  which^  as  thingl  then 
flood,  were  by  no  means  rcducibie  to  prao- 
tice ;  flie  had  likewife  a  good-flaate  of  that 
adherence  to  hef  ty^n  opinions^  which  is 
ufually  charged  upK>n  her  fex.  -And,,  hifk- 
ly<  (as  I  before. oWenred)  having  received 
ibme  hints  that  flie  had  formerly  been  too 
muth  governed,  Ihe  grew  very  difficult  tb 
be  advifed. 

Tlie  next  in  fault  Was  the  Treafuret, 
who,  not  being  able  to  influence  the 
X;^een  in  many  points,  widi  reiatiiGRn&:tb 
|)art:y,  which  his  friends  and  the  kihgdam 
fecmed  to  have  much  at  heart,  woiild 
needs  take  all  the  blame  on  himfelf^  from 
a  known  principle  of  ftate-prudence,  that 
a  firft  minifler  muft  always  preferve  tfe 
.reputation  of  power:  But  1  have  ever 
thouglit,  that  there  are  few  maxims  ift 
politics,  which,  at  fome  conjunctures^  may 
not  be  very  liable  to  an  exception.  The 
Queen  was  by  no  means  inclined  tb  make 
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nany  changes  in  employm^mt;  ihe  was 
hofitive  in  her  natitee,  and  eitreracly  given 
o  delay.  And  fiirely  thcfc  vrere  no  pro^ 
ler  qualities  ft)r  a  chief  miniftcr  to  per^ 
QUate  tow^s  hi*  neareft  friends,  who 
fcre  hroughi:  into  enipioyment  upon  Tery 
lifferent  vie'wa  and  promifea.  Nor  could 
jiy  reputation  of  power  be  worth  prefers* 
ng  at  the  expence  of  hringingfincerity  in.-* 
D  quefkion.  I  remember,  upon  a  Saturday, 
vhen  iheminifters  and  one  or  two  friends 
if  the  Tieafurer  conftantly  met  to  dinc^ 
tt  his.  hpnfe,  one  of  the  company  attacked 
liin  very  watmly,  on  account  that  a;.ceni 
aan  Lord,  who  perpetually  oppofed  th^ 
Queen's  mieafures,  was  not  diimii&d  from 
^  great  employment^  which,,  befides  odiev 
advantages,  gave  that  Lord  the  power  of 
rhufing  feveral  ntembers  of  parliaments 
rhe  Trcafiirer  eva^d  the  matter  with  liis 
ifual  anfwer,  that  this  was  whipping  day : 
Jpon  which  the  Secretary  Bolingbroke, 
uzning  to  me,  faid.  It  was  a  ihunge  thing 
hatt  my  Lord  Oxford  would  not  be  fo  kind 
o  his  friends,  and  fo  juft  to  his  own  inno- 
:encc,  as  to  vindicate  himfelf  where  he 
lad  no  blame  j  for,  to  his  knowledge  and 
he  Chancellor's,  (who  was  then  alfo  pre-? 
cut)   the  Treafurer  had  frequently  and 
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carneftly  moved  the  Queen  upon  that 
very  pomt  without  eflfedt:  Whereupon, 
this  Minifter  finding  himfelf  prefled  fo  far, 
told  the  company,  that  he  had  at  lad  pre- 
vailed with  her  Majefty,  and  the  thing 
would  be  done  in  two  days,  which  fol- 
lowed accordingly.  I  mention  this  fadt  as 
an  inftance  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford's  difpofi- 
tion  to  preferve  fome  reputation  of  power 
in  himfelf,  and  remove  all  blame  from 
the  Queen ;  and  this,  to  my  particular 
knowledge,  was  a  frequent  cafe  ;  but  how 
far  juftifiable  in  point  of  prudence,  I  have 
already  given  my  opinion.  However,  the 
Treafurer's  friends  were  yet  much  more 
to  blame  than  himfelf:  He  had  abun- 
dance of  merit  with  them  all,  not  only 
upon  account  of  the  public,  the  "whole 
change  of  the  miniftry  having  been  effedl:- 
ed  without  any  intervention  of  theirs,  by 
him  and  Lady  Maftiam ;  but,  likewife, 
from  the  confequence  of  that  change, 
whereby  the  greateft  employments  of  the 
kingdom  were  divided  among  them,  and 
therefore,  in  common  juftice  as  well  as 
prudence,  they  ought  to  have  been  more 
indulgent  to  his  real  failings,  rather  than 
fufpect  him  of  imaginary  ones,  as  they 
often  did,  through  ignorance,  refinement, 

or 
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or  miftake :  And  I  mention  it  to  the  ho^ 
nour  of  the  Secretary  Bolingbroke,  as  well 
as  of  the  Treafurer,  that  having  myfelf, 
upon  many  occafions,  joined  with  the  for- 
mer in  quarrelling  with  the  Earl's  con- 
duft  upon  certain  points,  the  Secretary 
%vould,  in  a  little  time  after,  frankly  own 
that  he  was  altogether  miftaken. 

Laftly,  I  cannot  excufe  the  remiffiiefs  of 
thofe,  whofe  bufinefs  it  fhould  have  been, 
as  it  certainly  was  their  intereft,  to  have 
interpofed  their  good  offices  for  healing 
this  unhappy  breach  among  the  miniflera; 
'  But  of  this  I  have  already  fpoken. 


CHAPTER    IL 
Written  about  a  Year  after. 

HAVING  proceeded  thus  far,  I  thought 
it  would  be  imneceflary  to  fay  any 
thing  upon  the  other  head,  relating  to 
the  defign  of  bringing  in  the  Pretender; 
For,  upon  the  Earl  of  Oxford's  impeach- 
ment, the  gentlemen  of  the  prevailing 
fide  afliircd  me,  that  the  whole  myftery 

would 
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would  be  foon  laid  open  to  the  world,  and 
were  ready  to  place  the  merit  of  their 
caufe  upon  that  iflue :  This  difcovery  wc 
all  expeAed  from  the  Report  of  the  Secret 
Committee:  But,  when  that  treatife  ap- 
peared, (whoever  were  the  compilers)  wc 
found  it  to  be  rather  the  work  of  a  luxu*" 
riant  fancy,  an  abfolute  ftate-pamphletj 
arguing  for  a  caufe,  than  a  dry  re- 
cital of  fadls,  or  a  tranfcript  of  letters  \ 
and,  for  what  related  to  the  Pretender,  the 
authors  contented  themfelves  with  inform- 
ing the  public,  that  the  whole  intrigue 
was  privately  carried  on  in  perfonal  trea- 
ties between  the  Earl  of  Oxford  and  the 
Abbif  Gaultier,  which  muft  needs  be  Jt 
doftrine  hard  of  digeftion  to  thofe  who 
have  the  leaft  knowledge  cither  of  the 
Earl  or  the  Abbe,  or  upon  what  foot  the 
latter  flood  at  that  time  with  the  Englifh 
miniftry:  I  conceive  that  whoever  is  at 
dillance  enough  to  be  out  of  fear  either  of 
a  vote  or  a  meflenger,  will  be  as  eafily 
brought  to  believe  all  the  Popilh  legends 
together.  And  to  make  fuch  an  aflertion, 
in  a  public  report  delivered  to  the  Houfc 
of  Commons,  without  the  leaft  attempt  to 
prove  it,  will  feme  time  or  otlier  be  rec- 
koned fuch  a  fti'ain  upon  truth  and  pro- 
bability 
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bability  as  is  hard  to  be  equalled  in  a 
Spaniih  romance.  I  think  it  will  be  allow- 
ed, that  the  articles  of  high  treafon  drawn 
up  againft  the  Earl  were  not  altogether 
founded  upon  the  report,  or  at  leaft  that 
thofe  important  hints  about  bringing  in 
the  Pretender  were  more  proper  materials 
to  fumifti  out  a  pamphlet  than  an  impeach- 
ment }  fince  this  accufation  hath  no  part 
feven  among  the  high  crimes  and  mifde- 
meanors. 

But,  notwithftanding  all  this,  and  that 
the  Earl  of  Oxford,  after  two  years  refi- 
dence  in  the  Tower,  was  at  length  difmifP 
ed  without  any  trial ;  yet  the  reproach  ftill 
went  on,  that  the  Queen's  laft  miniftry, 
in  concert  with  their  Miftrefs,  were  deep- 
ly engaged  in  a  defign  to  fet  the  Pretender 
upon  the  throne.  The  cultivating  of  which 
accufation  I  impute  to  the  great  goodnefs 
of  thofe  in  power,  who  are  fo  gracious  to 
affign  a  reafon,  or  at  leaft  give  a  counte- 
nance for  that  fudden  and  univerfal  fweep 
they  thought  fit  to  make  on  their  firft  ap- 
pearance ;  whereas  they  might  as  well 
have  fpared  that  ceremony,  by  a  Ihort  re- 
courfe  to  the  royal  prerogative,  whicli 
gives  every  prince  a  liberty  of  chufmg 
what  fervants  he  will* 
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There  arc  two  points  wliich  I  believe 
my felf '  able  to  make  out,  Firft,  that  nei- 
ther the  late  Queen  nor  her  minifters  did 
ever  entertain  a  defign  of  bringing  in  the 
Pretender  during  herMajefty's  life,  or  that 
he  Ihould  fuccced  after  her  deceafe. 

Secondly,  that  if  they  conceived  fuch  a 
defign,  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  pro- 
fecute  it  from  tlie  firft  year  of  their  minif- 
try ;  bccaufe,  for  at  leaft  a  year  before  the 
Queen's  death,  it  was  impoflible  to  have  * 
put  fuch  a  defign  in  execution. 

I  muil  premife  with  three  circumftances 
which  have  a  great  eiFedt  on  me,  and  muft 
have  the  like  upon  thofe  among  my  friends 
who  have  any  tolerable  opinion  of  my  ve- 
racity, and  it  is  only  to  tliofe  that  I  ofier 
them. 

I  remember,  during  the  late  treaty  of 
peace,  difcourfing  at  feveral  times  with 
fome  very  eminent  perfons  of  the  oppofite 
fide,  with  whom  I  had  long  acquaintance, 
I  afkcd  them  ferioufly,  whether  they  or  any 
of  their  friends  did  in  eameft  believe,  or 
fufpedt,  the  Queen  or  the  miniftry  to  have 
any  favourable  regards  towards  the  Pre* 
tender  ?  They  all  conf efled  for  themfelves, 
that  they  believed  nothing  of  the  matter; 
and  particularly  a  perfon,  at  prefent  ia 
3  great 
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great  employment,  faid  to  me  with  much 
franknefs,  "  You  fet  up  the  Church  and 
Sacheverel  againft  us,  and  we  fet  up  Trade 
and  the  Pretender  againft  you." 

The  fecond  point  I  would  obferve  is  this, 
that,  during  the  courfe  of  the  late  minif- 
try,  upon  occafion  of  the  libels  every  day 
thrown  about,  I  had  the  curiofity  to  afk 
almoft  every  perfon  in  great  employment, 
whether  tliey  knew,  or  had  heard,  of  any 
pne  particular  man  (except  thofe  who  pro- 
tefled  to  be  Nonjiurors)  that  difcovered  the 
leaft  inclination  towards  the  Pretender  j 
and  the  whole  number  they  could  mufter 
up  did  not  amount  to  above  five  or  fix, 
among  which  one  was  a  certain  old  Lord 
lately  dead,  and  one  a  private  gentleman, 
of  little  confequcnce,  and  of  a  broken 
fortune  :  Yet  I  do  not  believe  myfelf  to 
have  omitted  any  one  great  man  that  came 
in  my  way,  except  the  Duke  of  Bucking- 
liam,  in  whofe  company  I  never  was  above 
once  or  twice  at  moft :  I  am,  therefore,  as 
confident  as  a  man  can  be  of  any  truth 
Avhich  will  not  admit  a  demonftration,  that 
upon  the  Queen's  death,  if  we  except  Pa- 
pifts  and  Nonjurors,  there  could  not  be  five 
hundred  perfons  in  England,  of  all  ranks, 
vi^ho  had  any  thoughts  of  the  Pretender, 

Vol.  XV,  '  I  and 
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and  among  thefe,  not  fix  of  any  quality 
or  confequcnce  :  But  how  it  hath  come  to 
pafs  that  feveral  miUions  arc  faid  to  have 
fmce  changed  their  fentiments,  it  fhall  not 
be  my  part  to  enquire. 

The  laft  point  is  of  the  fame  ftrain,  and 
I  offer  it,  Hkc  the  two  former,  to  convince 
only  tliofe  who  are  wilHng  to  beheve  me  on 
my  own  word  ^  that  having  been,  for  the 
fpace  of  almoft  four  years,  very  nearly  and 
perpetually  converfant  with  tliofe  who  had 
the  greateft  fhare  of  power,  and  this,  in 
their  times  of  leifure  as  well  as  buiinefs, 
I  could  never  hear  one  fingle  word  to  be 
let  fall  in  favour  of  the  Pretender,  although 
I  was  curious  enough  to  obferve,  in  a  par- 
ticular manner,  what  pafled  upon  that  fub- 
jed.    And  I  cannot  but  think,  that,  if  fuch 
an  affair  had  been  in  agitation,  1  mull  have 
had  either  very  bad  luck,  or  a  very  fmali 
fhare  of  common  underftanding,   not  to 
have  difcovered  fome  grounds,  atleaft,  for 
fufpicion.    Becaufe  I  never  yet  knew  a- 
minifter  of  Hate,  or  indeed  any  other  maii, 
fo  great  a  mailer  of  fecrccy,  as  to  be  able, 
among  thofe  he  nearly  converfed  with, 
wholly  to  conceal  his  opinions,  however 
he  may  cover  his  defigns.   This  I  fay,  upo& 
a  fuppoiition  that  tliey  would  have  held  on 
z  the 
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tlie  mafk  always  before  me,  which,  how* 
ever,  I  have  no  reafon  to  believe*  And^ 
I  confefs,  it  is  with  the  expence  of  fome 
patience  that  I  hear  this  matter  fummarily 
determined  by  thofc  who  had  no  advan*- 
tages  of  knowing  any  thing  that  pafled, 
otherwife  than  what  tliey  found  iu  a 
libel  or  a  cofFee-houfe ;  or,  at  beft,  from 
general  reafonings  built  upon  miftaken 
iadls.  Now,  although  what  I  have  hither*- 
to  faid  upon  this  point  can  have  no  influ- 
'  cnce  further  than  my  own  perfonal  credit 
reacheth,  yet,  I  confefs,  I  ihall  never  be 
brought  to  change  my  opinion,  till  fome 
one,  who  had  more  opportunities  than  I, 
will  be  able  to  produce  any  fingle  particur 
lar  from  tlie  letters,  the  difcourfcs,  or  the 
a&ions  of  thofe  minifters,  as  a  proof  of 
what  they  alledge,  which  hath  not  yet 
been  attempted  or  pretended. 

But,  I  believe,  there  may  be  fcveral  ar- 
guments of  another  nature  produced, 
which  can  make  it  very  evident  to  thofe 
who  will  hear  reafon,  that  the  Queen's 
miniflers  never  had  it  in  their  thoughts  to 
Stlter  the  fucceflion  of  the  crown. 

For,  firft,  when  her  Majefty  had  deter- 
mined  to  change  her  fei-vants,  it  is  very 
well  known  rhat  thofe,  whon>  flie  ^ppointr 

I  2  ed 
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eel  to  fucceecl  them,  were  generally  accoiint- 
cd  favourers  of  what  is  called  the  Low- 
church  party,  not  only  my  Lords  Oxford, 
Bolingbrokc,  and  Harcourt,  but  a  great 
majority  of  the  reft:  Among  which  I  can 
immediately  name  the  Dukes  of  Slirewf- 
bury,  Newcaftle,  and  Argyle ;  the  Earls  of 
Peterborow,  Rivers,  Strafford,  Hay,  and 
Orrery;  the  Lords  Manfel,  and  Mafhanii 
Avith  feveral  others  whom  I  cannot  at  pre- 
fent  recolledl.  Whereas,  of  the  other  party, 
the  Dukes  of  Ormond  and  Buckingham, 
and  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  were  the  only 
perfons  introduced  at  fii^ft,  and  very  few 
afterwai'ds:  Which,  I  fuppofe,  will  clearly 
evince,  that  the  bringing  in  of  the  Pretender 
was  not  the  original  fcheme  of  fuch  mi- 
nifters,  and  that  tlicy  were  by  no  means 
proper  inftnuncnts  for  luch  a  work. 

And  whoever  knew  any  thing  of  the 
Queen's  difpofition,  muft  believe  fhe  had 
no  inclinations  at  all  in  favour  of  the  Pre- 
tender:  She  was  highly  and  publicly  dif- 
pleafcd  with  my  Lord  Bolingbroke,  becaufe 
he  was  {qqti  under  the  fame  roof  with  that 
perfon  at  an  opera,  when  his  Lordfliip 
was  fcnt  to  France  upon  fome  difficulties 
about  the  peace:  Her  Majefty  faid,  that  he 
anught   immediately  to  have  withdrawn, 

upon 
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upon  die  appearance  of  the  other;  where- 
in, to  fpeak  with  freedom,  I  think  her 
judgment  was  a  little  miftaken.  And,  at 
her  toilet,  among  her  women,  wlicn  men- 
tion happened  to  be  made  of  the  Chevalier, 
flie  would  frequently  let  fall  expreflions 
of  fuch  a  nature,  that  made  it  manifeft 
how  little  Ihe  deferved  thofe  reproaches 
which  have  been  caft  on  her  fince  her 
death,  upon  that  account. 

Befides,  I  have  already  faid  that  her  Ma- 
jefty  began  thofe  changes  at  court  for  no 
other  caufe  than  her  perfonal  difplcafure 
againfl:  a  certain  family,  and  their  allies ; 
and  from  the  hope  flie  had  to  obtain  a 
peace,  by  the  removal  of  fomc  whofe  in- 
tereft  it  was  to  obftioK^l  it :  That  when  the 
former  Chancellor,  Prefident,  and  others 
came  to  her,  determined  to  deliver  up  their 
employments,  fhe  pre/led  them  fomewhat 
more  than  it  became  her  dignity,  to  con- 
tinue in  their  ftations  ;  of  wliich,  I  fuppofe, 
my  Lord  Cowper  is  yet  a  living  witnefs. 

I  am  forced  to  repeat  what  I  have  before 
obferved,  that  it  was  with  the  utmoft  diffi- 
culty flie  could  be  ever  perfuaded  to  dif- 
mifs  any  perfon  upon  the  fcore  of  party, 
and  that  flie  drove  her  minillcrs  into  the 
greateft  difti-efs,  upon  my  Lord  Notting- 

I  3  liam's 


i  i3     ^«  E  N  QU I  R  Y  into  the  BebofjiaUf 

ham*s  vote  agaihft  any  peace  without  Spaifl, 
foi*  wint  of  fpeakiilg  to  one  or  two  depend-' 
ing  Lords,  although  with  the  laft  danger 
of  breaking  the  meafures  fhe  was  tnoft 
fond  of  towards  fettling  the  repofe  of  Eu- 
rope, She  had,  belides,  upon  the  removal 
of  the  Duchefs  of  Marlborough,  chofetl 
another  *  great  Lady  to  fucceed,  who 
quickly  grew  into  {ligher  credit  than  all 
her  minifters  together :  A  lady  openly  pro- 
felling  the  utmoft  averfion  from  the  per- 
fons,  the  principles,  and  meafures  of  thofc 
who  were  then  in  power,  and  excelling 
all,  even  of  her  own  fex,  in  evciy  art  of 
infinuation:  And  this  her  Majelly  thought 
fit  to  do,  in  oppofition  to  the  ftrongeft  re* 
prefentations  that  could  poffibly  be  made 
to  her,  of  the  inconveniences  which  vrould 
enfue.  Her  only  objedtion  againft  feveral 
clergymen^  recommended  to  her  for  pro- 
motions in  the  church,  was  their  being 
too  violent  in  party.  And  a  Lady,  in  high 
favour  with  her,  hath  frequently  aflured 
me,  that  whenever  fhe  moved  the  Queen 
to  difcard  fome  perfons,  who,  upon  all 
occafions,  with  great  virulence,  oppofed 
the  court ;    her  Majefty  would  conflantly 

♦  Duchefs  of  Somcrfct, 

rcfufe. 
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refufe,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  condemn 
her  for  too  much  party-zeal. 

But,  befide  all  this,  there  never  was  a 
more  flale  or  antiquated  caufe  than  that 
of  the  Pretender,  at  the  time  when  her 
Majefty  chofe   her   laft    minillers,    who 
were  moft  of  them  children  or  youths, 
when   King    James  11.  abdicated:    They 
found  a  prince  upon  the  tlurone,   before 
they  were  of  years  to  trouble  themfelves 
w^ith  fpeculations  upon  government ;  and, 
confequently,  could  have  no  fcruples  of 
confcience  in  fubmitting  to  the  prefent 
powers,  fince  they  hardly  remembered  any 
other.    And,  truly,   this  was  in  general 
the  cafe  of  the  whole  kingdom :   For  the 
adherents  of  King  James  11.  were  all  either 
dead  or  in  exile,  or  funk  in  obfcurity,  laden 
Tvith  years  and  want ;  fo  that  if  any  guilt 
were  contradted  by  the  Revolution,  it  was 
generally  underftood   that   our  anceftors 
were  only  to  anfwer  for  it.    And  I  am  con- 
fident, with  an  exception  to  profefled  Non- 
jurors, there  was  not  one  man  in  ten  thou- 
fand,    through  England,  who  had  other 
fentiments.    Nor  can  the  contraiy  opinion 
be  defended,  by  arguing  the  prodigious 
difaffecftion  at  prefent,   becaufe  the  fame 
tiling  hath  happened  before  from  the  fame 

I  4  caufcs 
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caufes  in  our  own  country,  and  within  the 
memory  of  man,  although  not  with  the 
fame  event. 

But  fuch  a  difafFeftion  could  hardly  have 
been  raifed  againft  an  abfent  prince,  who 
was  only  in  expectation   of  the  throne; 
and,  indeed,  I  cannot  but  reckon  it  as  a 
very  ftrong  argument  for  the  good  difpo- 
fition,  both  in  the  miniftry  and  kingdom, 
towards  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  that,  dur- 
ing my  Lord  Oxford's  adminiftration,  there 
was  never  thrown  out  the  leaft  refle(5tion 
againft  that  illuftrious  Houfe,  in  any  libel 
or  pamphlet ;  which  would  hardly  have 
happened,  if  the  fmall  party-writers  could 
have  thought,  that,  by  fuch  a  performance, 
they  would  have  made  their  court  to  thofc 
in  power ;  and  which  would  certainly  have 
been  a  very  ufeful  preliminary,  if  any  at- 
tempt had  been  intended  towards  altering 
the  fucceilion  to  the  crown.  Bat,  however, 
to  fay  tlie  truth,  inventive s  againft  the  ab^ 
fent,  and  with  whom  we  have  nothing 
to  do,  although  they  may  render  perfons 
little  and  contemptible,  can  hardly  make 
them  odious :  For  hatred  is  produced  by 
motives  of  a  very  different  natiu-e,  as  ex- 
perience hath  fhewn.     And  although  poli* 
ticians  affirm  it  more  eligible  for  a  prince 

to 
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to  be  hated  than  defpifed,  yet  that  maxim 
is  better  calculated  for  an  abfolutc  mo- 
narchy than  for  the  climate  of  England. 
But  I  am  fenfible  this  is  a  digreflion ;  there- 
fore I  return. 

The  treaties  made  by  her  Majelly  with 
France  and  Spain,  were  calculated  in  fevc- 
ral  points  diredly  againft  the  Pretender, 
as  he  hath  now  found  to  his  coft,   and  as 
it  is  manifeft  to  all  the  world.    Neither 
could  any  thing  be  more  fuperficial  than 
the  politics  of  thofe  who  could  be  brought 
to  think  that  the  Regent  of  France  would 
ever  engage  in  meafures  againft  the  pre- 
fent  King  of  England,  and  how  the  gri- 
mace of  an   ambaffador's  taking  or  not 
taking  his  public  charadler,  as  in  the  cafe 
of  the  Earl  of  Stairs^  fliould  ferve  fo  long 
for  an  amufement,  cannot  fufficiently  be 
wondered  at.     What  can  be  plainer  than 
that  the  chief  intcreft  of  the  Duke  of  Orle- 
ans is  woven  and  twifted  with  that  of  King 
George  ;   and   tliis,    Whether  it  fhall  be 
thought  convenient  to  fuffer  the  young 
King  of  France  to  live  longer,  or  not  ? 
For,  in  the  fecond  cafe,  the  Regent  per- 
fe<ftly  agrees  with  our  prefent  King  in  this 
particular   circumftance,    that  the  whole 
order  of  fucceflion  hath  been  broken  for 

his 
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his  fake ;  by  which  means  he  Hkewife  will 
be  encumbered  with  a  Pretender,  and 
thereby  engaged,  upon  the  ftrongeft  mo- 
tives, to  prevent  the  union  of  France  and 
Spain  imder  one  monarch.  And,  even  in 
the  other  cafe,  the  chance  of  a  boy's  Hfe, 
and  his  leaving  heirs-male  of  his  body,  is 
fo  dubious,  that  the  hopes  of  a  crown  to 
the  Regent,  or  his  children,  will  certainly 
keep  that  prince,  as  long  as  his  power 
continues,  very  firm  in  his  alliance  with 
England. 

And,  as  this  defign  was  originally  intend- 
ed and  avowed  by  the  Queen's  minifters, 
in  their  treaties  with  France  and  Spain,  fo 
the  events  have  fully  anfwered  in  every 
particular.     The  prefent  King  fuccceded 
to  thefe  crowns  with  as  hearty  and  uni- 
verfal  a  difpofition  of  the  people,  as  could 
poflibly  confift  with  the  grief  for  the  lofs 
of  fo  gracious  and  excellent  a  Princcfs  as 
her  late  Majcfly :  The  parliament  was  m&ft 
unanimous  in  doing  every  tiling  that  could 
endear  them  to  a  new  Monarch.     Tlie  ge- 
neral peace  did  entirely  put  an  end  to  any 
defign  which  France  or  Spain  might  pro- 
bably have  laid  to  make  a  diverfion  by  an 
invafion  upon  Scotland,  with  the  Pretender 
at  the  head,  in  cafe  her  Majcfty  had  hap- 
pened 
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pened  to  die  during  the  courfe  of  the 
war:  And,  upon  the  death  of  the  late 
French  King,  the  Duke  of  Orleans  fell  im- 
mediately into  the  ftrifteft  meafures  with 
England  ;  as  the  Queen  and  her  minifters 
eafily  forefaw  it  would  be  neceflary  for 
him  to  do,  from  every  reafon  that  could 
regard  his  own  intereft.  If  the  Queen  had 
died  but  a  Ihort  time  before  the  peace,  and 
either  of  the  two  great  powers  engaged 
againft  us  had  thought  fit  to  have  thrown 
fome  troops  into  Scotland,  although  it  could 
not  have  been  a  very  agreeable  drcum- 
fiance  to  a  fucceflbr  and  a  ftranger,  yet 

the  univerfal  inclinations  at  that  time  in 

« 

England  towards  the  houfe  of  Hanover, 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  prevented 
the  confequences  of  fuch  an  enterprize. 
But,  on  the  other  fide,  if  the  war  had  con- 
tinued a  year  longer  than  her  Majefty's 
life,  and  the  fame  caufes  had  been  applied 
to  produce  the  fame  effedts  upon  the  af- 
fedlions  of  the  people,  the  iflue  muil  ine- 
vitably have  been  either  a  long  and  bloody 
civil  war,  or  a  fudden  revolution.  So  that 
no  incident  could  have  arrived  more  ef- 
fedlual,  to  fortify  the  prefent  King's  title, 
and  fecure  his  pofleffion,  than  that  very 
peace  fo  much  exploded  by  one  party,  and 

fo 
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fo  juftly  celebrated  by  the  other  j  in  con- 
tinuing to  declare  which  opinions,  under 
the  prefent  fituation  of  things,  it  is  luk 
very  improbable  tliat  they  may  both  be 
in  jeft. 

But  if  any  articles  of  that  peace  were 
like  to  endanger  the  Proteftant  fucceffiori, 
how  could  it  come  to  pafs  that  the  Dutch, 
who  were  guarantees  of  that  fucceflion, 
and  valued  for  zealous  defenders  of  it, 
fliouM  be  fo  ready  with  their  offers    to 
comply  with  every  article,  and  tliis  for  no 
greater  a  reward  than  a  fhare  in  the  Affi- 
ento  trade,   which  the  oppofers  of  peace 
reprefented  to  be  only  a  trifle.    That  the 
fad:  is  true  I  appeal  to  Monlieur  de  Buys, 
who,  upon  fome  diflEiculties  the  miniflry 
wei-e  under  by  the  Earl  of  Nottingham's 
vote  againft  any  peace  while  Spain  conti- 
nued in  the  Boiu-bon  family,  undertook  to 
make  that  matter  eafy,  by  getting  a  full 
approbation  from  the  States,  his  mailers, 
of  all  her  Majefly's  proceedings,  provided 
they  might  be  fharers  in  that  trade-    I  can 
add  this  further,  that  fomc  months  after 
the  conclufion  of  the  peace,   and  amidft 
all  the  appearing  difcontents  of  the  Dutch, 
a  gentleman  who  had  long  refided  in  Hol- 
land, and  was  occafionally  employed  by 

the 
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the  minifters  here,  aflured  me  that  he  had 
power  from  the  Penlioner  to  treat  with 
the  Earl  of  Oxford,  about  fending  hither 
an  extraordinary  embafl)r  from  Holland, 
to  declare  that  the  States  were  fully  fatif- 
fied  with  the  whole  plan  of  the  peace, 
upon  certain  conditions,  which  were  eafy 
and  honourable,  and  fuch  as  had  no  rer 
lation  at  all  to  the  Pretender.  How  this 
happened  to  fail,  I  never  enquired,  nor  had 
any  difcourfe  about  it  with  thofe  in  power. 
For  then  their  affairs  were  growing  defpe- 
rate,  by  their  quarrels  among  themfelves, 
and  by  the  Earl  of  Oxford's  declination  in 
the  Queen's  favour ;  both  which  became 
£0  public,  as  well  as  her  Majefty's  bad  ftate 
of  health,  that,  I  fuppofe,  thofe  circum- 
fiances  might  eafily  cool  the  Dutch  politi- 
cians in  that  purfuit. 

I  remember  to  have  heard  it  objefted 
againft  the  late  minifiry,  as  an  inftance 
of  their  inclination  towards  the  Pretender, 
that  they  were  carelefs  in  cultivating  a 
good  correfpondence  with  the  Houfe  of 
Hanover.  And,  on  the  other  fide,  I  know 
very  well  what  continual  pains  were  cm- 
ployed  to  fatisfy  and  inform  the  Eledtor 
and  his  minifters  in  every  ftep  taken  by 
her  Majefty,  and  what  offers  were  made 

V3 
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to  his  Highnefs  for  any  further  fecurities 
of  the  fucceflion  in  him  and  his  family, 
that  could  confidft  with  the  honom-  and 
fafety  of  the  Queen.  To  this  purpofc 
were  all  the  inflruftions  given  to  Earl  Ri- 
vers, Mr.  Thomas  Harley,  Lord  Clarendon, 
and  fome  others.  But  all  endeavours  were 
rendered  abortive  by  a  foolifh  circum- 
fiance,  which  hath  often  made  me  remem- 
ber the  common  obfervation,  of  the  great 
eft  events  depending  frequently  upon  the 
loweft,  vileft,  and  obfcureft  caufes:  And 
this  is  never  more  verified  than  in  courts, 
and  the  ifliies  of  public  affairs,  whereof  I 
could  produce,  from  my  own  knowledge 
and  obfervation,  three  or  four  very  fm^ 
prizing  inftances.  I  have  feen  an  old  *  bed- 
maker,  by  officioufly  going  to  one  door 
when  gratitude  as  well  as  common  fenfe 
Ihould  have  fent  her  to  another,  become 
the  inftrument  of  putting  the  nation  to 
the  expence  of  fome  thoufand  lives,  and 
feveral  millions  of  money.  I  have  known 
as  great  an  event  from  the  ftupidity,  or 
wilfulnefs  of  a  beggarly  f  Dutchman,  wlio 

♦  Mra,  Foiflbn,  neccfTary-woman  (o  the  Queen,  preferred 
to  that  employment  by  my  Lady  Mafham. 

t  Carew  Lord  Hunfdeo,  born  and  bred  in  Holland. 

lingered 
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lingered  on  purpofe  half  an  hour  at  a  vifit, 
when  he  had  promifed  to  be  fomewhere 
elfe-  Of  no  greater  dignity  was  that  circiun- 
ftance,  which  rendered  inefFedhial  all  en- 
deavours of  the  late  miniflry  to  eftablifh 
themfelves  in  the  good  graces  of  the  court 
of  Hanover,  as  I  fhall  particularly  relate  in 
another  work. .  It  may  fuffice  to  hint  at  pre- 
fent,  that  a  delay  in  conveying  a  very  in- 
confiderable  fum,  to  a  very  inconfiderable 
French  *  vagrant,  gave  the  opportunity  to 
a  more  induftrious  party,  of  corrupting 
that  channel  through  which  all  the  ideas 
of  the  difpofitions  and  defigns  of  the  Queen, 
the  minifters,  and  the  whole  Britifh  nation 
w^ere  conveyed. 

The  fecond  point  which  I  conceive  my* 
felf  able  to  make  out,  is  this :  That,  if  the 
Queen's  minifters  had,  with  or  without 
the  knowledge  of  their  Miftrefs,  entertain- 
ed any  thoughts  of  altering  the  fucceflion 
in  favour  of  the  Pretender,  it  was  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary  for  them  to  have  begun, 
and  profecuted  that  defign,  as  foon  as  they 
came  into  her  Majefty's  fervice. 

^  Robichan,  then  at  TIanover,  but  in  the  fervice  of  fome 
otber  German  Prince,  it  is  not  known  bow,  got  into  Tome 
^XiBdix  wixh  the  EJeiflor. 

There, 
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There  were  two  circumilances  wliich 
would  have  made  it  necef&iy  for  them  to 
have  loft  no  time.  Firft,  bccaufe  it  was  a 
work  that  could  not  poflibly  be  done  on  a 
fudden.  For  the  whole  nation,  almoft  to  a 
man,  excepting  profeflcd  Nonjurors,  had 
conceived  the  utmoft  abhorrence  of  a 
Popifti  fucceflbr.  And,  as  I  have  already 
obferved,  the  fcruple  of  confcience,  upon 
the  point  of  loyalty,  was  wholly  confined 
to  a  few  antiquated  Nonjurors,  who  lay 
ftarving  in  obfcurity.  So  that,  in  order  to 
haVe  brought  fuch  an  affair  about  in 
a  parliamentaiy  way,  fome  years  muft 
have  been  employed  to  turn  the  bent  of 
the  nation,  to  have  rendered  one  perfon 
odious  and  another  amiable  ;  neither  of 
which  is  to  be  foon  compafled  towards 
abfent  princes,  unlefs  by  comparing  tliem 
with  thofe  of  whom  we  have  had  expe- 
rience, wliich  was  not  then  the  cafe. 

The  other  circumftance  was  the  bad 
condition  of  the  Queen's  health ;  her  Ma- 
jefty  growing  every  day  more  unwieldy, 
and  the  gout,  with  other  diforders,  in- 
creafing  on  her ;  fo  that  whoever  was 
near  the  court,  for  about  the  two  laft 
years  of  her  reign,  might  boldly  have 
I  fixed 
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iixed  the  period  of  her  life  to  a  very  few 
months,  without  pretending  to  prophefy. 
And  how  little  a  time  the  miniflers  had 
for  fo  great  a  work  as  that  of  changing  the 
fucceffion  of  the  crown,  and  how  difficult 
the  very  attempt  would  have  been,  may 
be  judged  from  the  umbrage  taken  by  fe- 
veral  Lords  of  the  Church-party,  in  the 
laft  year  of  her  reign,  who  appeared  un- 
der ah  apprehenfion  that  the  very  quarrels 
among  the  miniflers  might  pojQibly  be  of 
feme  difadvantage  to  the  Houfe  of  Hano- 
ver. And  the  univerfal  declaration,  both 
among  Lords  and  Commons,  at  that  time, 
as  well  in  favour  of  the  Eleftof  as  againft 
the  Pretender,  are  an  argument  beyond  all 
c6nvi(5tion  that  fome  years  muft  have  been 
fpent  in  altering  the  difpofitions  of  the 
people.  Upon  this  occafion,  I  fliall  not 
foon  forget  what  a  great  miniller  then 
faid  to  me,  and  which  I  have  been  fince 
ai^lted  was  likcwife  the  Duke  of  Shrcwf- 
bury's  opinion,  That  there  could  be  no 
doubt  of  the  Elector's  undifturbed  fuc- 
ceffion ;  but  the  chief  difficulty  lay  in  the 
future  difafFedlion  of  the  church,  and 
people,  and  landed  intereft,  from  that  uni- 
trerfal  change  of  men  and  meafures,  which 
he  forefaw  would  arrive.  And  it  muft  be, 
Vol- XV.  K  to 
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to  all  impartial  men,  above  a  thoufand 
witnefles,  how  innocent  her  Majefly's  fer- 
vants  were  upon  this  article ;  that,  know- 
ing fo  well  through  what  channels  all 
favour  was  to  pafs  upon  the  Queen's  de- 
mifc,  that,  by  their  coming  into  power, 
they  had  utterly,  and  for  ever,  broken  all 
meafurcs  with  the  oppolite  party ;  and  that, 
in  the  beginning  of  their  adminiflxation, 
there  wanted  not,  perhaps,  certain  favour- 
able jundtures,  which  fome  future  circum- 
llances  would  not  have  failed  to  cultivate ; 
yet  tlieir  actions  fhewed  them  fo  far  froin 
any  view  towards  the  Pretender,  that  they 
negledled  purfuing  thofe  meafures  which 
tliey  had  conftantly  in  their  power,  not 
only  of  fecuring  themfelves,  but  the  inte- 
reft  of  the  church,  without  any  violence 
to  the  Proteftant  fucceflion  in  the  perfbn 
of  the  Eledlor,    And  this  unhappy  negleft  \ 
I  take  to  have  been  the  only  difgrace  of 
their  miniftiy.    To  prevent  tliis  evil  was,  : 
I  confefs,  the  chief  point  wherein  all  my 
little  politics  terminated ;  and  the  methods 
were  eafy  and  obvious.   But  whoever  goes 
about  to  gain  favour  with  a  prince  by  a 
readinefs  to  enlarge  his  prerogative,   al- 
though  out    of  principle    and    opinion, 
ought  to  provide  that  he  be  not  outbid  by^ 
2  another 
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another  party,  however  profefling  a  con- 
trary principle.  For  I  never  yet  read  or 
heard  of  any  party  adling  in  oppofition  to 
the  true  intereft  of  their  country,  whatever 
republican  denominations  they  afFedled  to 
be  diftinguiflied  by,  who  would  not  be  con- 
tented to  chaffer  public  liberty  for  perfo- 
nal  power,  or  for  an  opportunity  of  gra- 
tifying their  revenge.  Of  which  truth 
Greece  and  Rome,  as  well  as  many  other 
ftates,  will  furnifh  plenty  of  examples. 
This  refledlion  I  could  not  well  forbear,  al- 
though it  may  be  of  little  ufe  further  than 
to  difcover  my  own  refentment.  And  yet, 
perhaps,  that  misfortune  ought  rather  to 
be  imputed  to  the  want  of  concert  and  con- 
fidence, than  of  prudence  or  courage. 

I  mufl  here  take  notice  of  an  accufation 
charged  upon  the  late  miniftr}%  by  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  that  they  put  a  lie,  or 
falfehood,  into  the  Queen's  mouth,  to  be 
delivered  to  her  parliament.  Mr.  Thomas 
Harley  was  fent  to  the  Elector  of  Hano- 
ver with  inftruftions,  to  offer  his  Highnefs 
any  further  fecurities,  for  fettling  the  fuc- 
ceffion  in  him  and  his  family,  that  could 
confift  with  her  Majefty's  honour  and  fafety. 
This  gentleman  writ  a  letter  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  a  little  before  his  return 
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from  Hanover,  fignifying  in  dire<5l  terms, 
that  the  ElceTipr  exprefled  himfelf  fatis- 
fied  in  the  Queen's  proceedings,  and  de- 
fired  to  live  in  confidence  with  her.  He 
writ  to  the  fame  purpofe  to  one  of  the  un- 
der-fecretaries,  and  mentioned  the  faft  as 
a  thing  that  much  pleafed  him,  and  what 
he  defired  might  be  as  pubhc  as  poflible. 
Both  thcfe  letters  I  have  read;  and  the 
Queen,  as  flie  had  reafon  to  fuppofe,  be- 
ing fufficiently  authorized  by  this  notice 
from  her  minifter,  made  mention  of  that 
information  in  a  fpeech  from  the  tlirone. 
If  the  fadt  were  a  lie,  it  is  what  I  have 
not  heard  Mr.  Harley  to  have  been  charged 
with.  From  what  hath  fince  pafiTed  in  the 
world,  I  Ihould  indeed  be  inclined  to  grant 
it  might  have  been  a  compliment  in  his 
Highnefs,  and  perhaps  underftood  to  be  fo 
by  the  Queen ;  but,  without  queftion,  her 
Majefly  had  a  fair  excufe  to  take  the  Elec- 
tor according  to  the  literal  meaning  of  his 
words.  And  if  this  be  fo,  the  imputation 
of  faUehood  muft  remain  where  thefe 
accufers  of  that  excellent  Princefs's  vera- 
city will,  I  fuppofe,  not  profefs  (at  leaft) 
an  inclination  to  place  it. 

I  am  very  willing  to  mention  the  point, 
wherein,  as  I  faid,  all  my  little  politics  ter- 
minated, 
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minated,  and  wherein  I  may  pretend  to 
know  that  the  minifters  were  of  tlie  fame 
opinion ;  and  would  have  put  it  in  praftice, 
if  it  had  pleafcd  God  to  let  them  continue 
to  a(5t  with  any  kind  of  unanimity. 

I  have  already  obfer\^ed  how  well  it  was 
known  at  court  what  meafures  the  Elcftor 
intended  to  follow,  whenever  his  fuc- 
ceflion  fhould  take  place ;  and  what  hands 
he  would  employ  in  the  adminiftration  of 
his  affairs.  I  have  likewife  mentioned 
fome  facfts  and  reafons,  which  influenced 
and  fixed  his  Highnefs  in  that  determina- 
tion, notwithftanding  all  poflible  endea- 
vours to  divert  him  from  it.  Now,  if  we 
confider  the  difpofitions  of  England  at  that 
time,  when  almoft  the  whole  body  of  the 
clergy,  a  vafl  majority  of  the  landed  inte- 
reft,  and  of  the  people  in  general,  were  of 
the  Church-party ;  it  mufl  be-  granted  that 
one  or  two  acfls,  which  might  have  pafTed 
in  ten  days,  would  have  put  it  utterly  out 
of  the  power  of  the  fucceflbr  to  have  pro- 
cured a  Houfe  of  Commons  of  a  different 
ftamp,  and  this  with  very  little  diminution 
to  the  prerogative ;  which  aeTis  might 
have  been  only  temporary.  For  the  ufiial 
arts  to  gain  parliaments  can  hardly  be  ap- 
plied with  fucccfs  after  the  cledion,  againfl 
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a  majority,  at  leall,  of  three  in  four  ;   be- 
caufc  the  trouble  and  expence  would  be 
too  great,   bcfide  the  lofs  of  reputation. 
For,  neither  could  fuch  a  number  of  mem- 
bers find  their  account  in  point  of  profit, 
nor  would  the  crown  be  at  fo  much  charge 
and  hazard  merely  for  the  fake  of  govern- 
ing by  a  fmall  party,  againft  the  bent  and 
genius  of  the  nation.    And,  as  to  all  at- 
tempts of  influencing  electors,  they  would 
have  been  fuflEiciently  provided  for  by  the 
fchcmc  intended.    I  fuppofe  it  need  not 
be  added,  that  the  government  of  England 
cannot  move  a  ftep  while  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  continues  to  diflike  proceedings, 
or  pcrfons  employed,    at  leaft  in  an  age 
where  parliaments  are  grown  fo  frequent, 
and  arc  made  fo  neceflary:  Whereas  a  mi- 
nifter  is  but  the  creature  of  a  day  ;  and  a 
Houfe  of  Lords  hath   been  modelled  in 
many  reigns,  by  enlarging  the  number^ 
as  well  as  by  otlier  obvious  expedients. 

The  judicious  reader  will  foon  compre- 
hend how  eafily  the  legiflature,  at  that 
time,  could  have  provided  againft  the 
power  and  influence  of  a  court,  or  miniftry, 
in  future  clcclions,  without  the  leaft  injury 
to  the  fucceflion,  and  even  without  the  mo- 
dern invention  of  perpetuating  themfelves  -, 

which 
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which,  however,  I  muft  needs  grant  to  be 
one  of  the  moft  efFeAual,  vigorous,  and 
refolute  proceedings  that  I  have  yet  met 
■with  in  reading  or  information.  For  the 
long  pariiament  under  King  Charles  I.  al- 
though it  fhould  be  allowed  of  good  au- 
thority, will  hardly  amount  to  an  example. 
I  muft  again  urge  and  repeat,  that  thofe 
who  charge  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  and  the  reft 
of  that  miniftry,  witli  a  defign  of  altering 
the  fucceflion  of  the  crown  in  favour  of 
the  Pretender,  will,  perhaps,  be  at  fome 
difficulty  to  fix  the  time  when  that  defign 
was  in  agitation :  For,  if  fuch  an  attempt 
had  begun  with  their  powef ,  it  is  not  eafy 
to  affign  a  reafon  why  it  did  not  fuccecd ; 
becaufe  there  were  certain  periods  when 
lier  Majefty  and  her  fcrv^ants  were  ex- 
t3remely  popular,  and  the  Houfe  of  Hano- 
ver not  altogether  fo  much,  upon  account 
of  fome  behaviour  and  management  in 
one  or  two  of  their  minifters  here,  and 
fome  other  circumftances  that  may  better 
be  pafled  over  in  filence :  All  which,  how- 
ever, had  no  other  cohfequ<^nce  than  that 
of  repeated  meflages  of  kindnefs,  and  af- 
fiirance  to  the  Elecflor.  During  the  laft 
two  years  of  the  Queen's  life,  her  health 
was  in  fuch  a  condition,  diat  it  was  won- 
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dered  how  flie  could  hold  out  fo  long :  And 
then,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  it  was 
too  late  and  hazardous  to  engage  in  an  en- 
terprize  which  required  fo  much  time,  and 
which  the  minifters  thcmfelves  had  ren- 
dered imprafticable,  by  the  whole  courfe 
of  their  former  proceedings,  as  well  as  by 
the  continuance  and  heightening  of  thofe 
diflentions  which  had  early  rifen  among 
them. 

The  party  now  in  power  will  eafily  agree 
that  this  defign  of  overthrowing  the  fuc- 
ceffion  could  .not  be  owing  to  any  princi- 
ple of  confcience  in  thofe  whom  they  ac- 
cufe  ;  for  they  knew  very  well,  by  their 
own  experience  and  obfervation,  that  fuch 
kind  of  fcruples  have  given  but  fmall  dif-? 
turbance  of  late  years  in  thefe  kingdoms. 
Since  intereft  js  therefore  the  only  teft  by 
which  we  arc  to  judge  the  intentions  of 
thofe  who  manage  public  affairs,  it  would 
have  been  but  reafonable  to  have  ^ewn 
how  the  intereft  of  the  Queen's  minifters 
could  be  advanced  by  introducing  the  Pre- 
tender, before  they  were  charged  with 
fuch  an  intention.  Her  Majefty  was  feve- 
ral  years  younger  than  her  intended  fuc- 
ceflbi-,  and,  at  the  beginning  of  that  mir 
niftry  had  no  diforders,  except  the  gqiit, 
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which  is  not  ufually  reckoned  a  fhortner 
of  life ;  and  thofe  in  chief  trull  were,  ge- 
nerally fpeaking,  older  than  their  Mifti-efs : 
So  that  no  perfons  had  ever  a  fairer  pro- 
fpecfjt  of  running  on  the  natural  life  of  an 
£ngliih  miniftry ;  confidering,  likewife,  the 
general  vogue  of  the  kingdom,  at  that 
time,  in  their  f  avoiu-.  And  it  will  be  hard 
to  find  an  inftance  in  hiftory  of  a  fet  of 
men,  in  full  poileflion  of  power,  fo  fan- 
guine  as  to  form  an  enterprize  of  over- 
throwing the  government,  without  the  vi- 
fible  profpec^  of  a  general  defeftion,  which 
(then  at  leaft)  was  not  to  be  hoped  for. 
J^Ieither  do  I  believe  it  was  ever  heard  of, 
jhat  a  miniftry  in  fucli  circumftances  durft 
engage  in  fo  dangerous  an  attempt,  with- 
out the  direft  commands  of  their  fovc- 
reign.  And  as  to  the  perfons  then  in  fer- 
vice,  if  they  may  be  allowed  to  have  com- 
jtnon  fenfe,  they  would  much  fooner  have 
furrendered  their  employments  than  ha- 
zard the  lofs  of  their  heads  at  fo  great 
odds,  before  they  had  tried  or  changed  the 
difpofition  of  the  parliament ;  which  is  an 
accufatiany  that,  I  think,  none  of  their  libel- 
lers have  charged  upon  them,  at  leaft  till 
towards  the  end  of  their  miniftry,  and  then 
yerjr  i^bfurdly,  becaufe  the  want  of  time, 

and 
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and  other  circumftances,  rendered  fuch  a 
work  impoflible,  for  feveral  reafons  which 
I  have  already  related. 

And  whoever  confiders  the  late  Queen, 
fo  little  enterprifing  in  her  nature,  fo  much 
given  to  delay,  and  at  the  fame  time  fb 
obftinate  in  her  opinions,  (as  refiinefs  is 
commonly  attended  with  llownefs)  fo  ^eat 
a  purfuer  of  peace  and  quiet,  and  fo  ex- 
empt from  the  two  powerful  pailions  of 
love  and  hatred ;  will  hardly  think  flie 
had  a  fpirit  turned  for  fuch  an  undertak- 
ing ;  if  we  add  to  this,  the  contempt  fhc 
often  exprefled  for  the  perfon  and  concerns 
of  the  Chevalier,  her  brother,  of  which  I 
have  already  faid  enough  to  be  undcrftood. 

It  hath  been  objected  againft  the  late 
Queen  and  her  fervants,  as  a  mark  of  no 
favourable  difpofition  towards  the  Houfe 
of  Hanover,  that  the  Elecfloral  Prince  was 
not  invited  to  refide  in  England :  And,  at 
the  fame  time,  it  ought  to  be  obferved  that 
this  objedlion  was  raifed  and  fprcad  by  the 
leaders  of  that  party,  who  firft  oppof- 
ed  the  counfel  of  inviting  him,  offer- 
ing, among  other  arguments  againft  it, 
the  example  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  who 
would  not  fo  much  as  fuffer  her  fucceflbr 
to  be  declared,  cxprefling  hcrfelf,  tliat  llijB 
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nvauld  not  live  with  her  grave-ftone  always 
in  her  fight ;  altliough  the  cafe  be  by  no 
means  parallel  between  the  two  queens. 
For,  in  her  late  Majefty's  reign,  the  crown 
-yras  as  firmly  fettled  on  the  Hanover  Fa- 
mily as  the  legillature  could  do  it:  And 
the  queftion  was  only,  whether  the  pre* 
fumptive  heir,  of  diftant  kindred,  Ihould 
keep  his  court  in  the  fame  kingdom  and 
metropolis  with  the  Sovereign,  while  the 
nation  was  torn  between  different  parties, 
to  be  at  the  head  of  that  f  adtion,  which  her 
Majefty  and  the  body  of  her  people  utterly 
difapproved:  And,  therefore,  the  leaders 
on  both  fides,  when  they  were  in  power, 
did  pofitively  determine  this  queftion  in 
the  negative.  And,  if  we  may  be  allowed 
to  judge  by  events,  the  reafons  were  cogent 
enough ;  fince  differences  may  happen 
to  arife  between  two  princes  the  moft 
nearly  allied  in  blood ;  although  it  be  true 
indeed,  that,  where  the  duty  to  a  parent  is 
added  to  the  allegiance  of  a  fubjeft,  the 
confequence  of  family-diflentions  may  not 
always  be  confiderable. 

For  my  own  part,  I  freely  told  my  opi- 
nion to  the  minifters  ;  and  did  afterwards 
offer  many  reafons  for  it  in  a  difcourfe  in- 
tended for  the  public,  (but  flopped  by  the 
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Queen's  death)  that  the  young  grandfon 
(whofe  name  I  cannot  remember)  fhould 
be  invited  over  to  be  educated  in  England ; 
by  which,  I  conceived,  the  Queen  might 
be  fecure  from  the  influence  of  cabals  and 
fadlions  ;  the  zealots,  who  affefted  to  be- 
lieve the  fucceflion  in  danger,  could  have 
no  pretences  to  complain ;  and  the  nation 
might  one  day  hope  to  be  governed  by  a 
prince  of  Englifli  manners  and  language. 
as  well  as  acquainted  with  the  true  confti- 
tution  of  church  and  ftate.  And  this  was 
the  judgment  of  thofe  at  the  helm  before 
I  offered  it:  Neither  were  they  or  their 
Miftrefs  to  be  blamed,  tliat  fuch  a  refolu- 
tion  was  not  purfued.  Perhaps,  from  what 
hath  fince  happened,  the  reader  will  be 
able  to  fatisfy  himfelf, 

I  have  now  faid  all  I  could  think  conve^ 
nient  (confidering  the  time  wherein  I  am 
writing)  upon  thofe  two  points,  which  I  pro- 
pofed  to  difcourfe  on ;  wherein  I  have  dealt 
with  tlie  utmoft  impartiality,  and,  I  think, 
upon  the  fairell  fuppofition,  which  is  tliat 
of  allowing  men  to  a(5l  upon  the  motives  of 
their  interefts  and  their  paflions :  For  I  am 
not  fo  weak  as  to  think  one  miniftry  more 
virtuous  than  another,  unlefs  by  chance, 
or  by  extraordinary  prudepcc  and  virtue 
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of  the  prince ;  which  laft,  taking  mankind 
in  the  lump,  and  adding  the  great  coun- 
terbalance of  royal  education,  is  a  very- 
rare  accident ;  and,  where  it  happens,  is 
even  then  of  little  ufe,  when  fadlions  are 
violent.  But  it  fo  falls  out,  that,  among 
contending  parties  in  England,  the  gene- 
ral intereft  of  church  and  ftate  is  more 
the  private  intereft  of  one  fide  than  the 
other ;  fo  that,  whoever  profefleth  to  aft 
upon  a  principle  of  obferving  the  laws  of 
his  country,  may  have  a  fafe  rule  to  fol- 
low, by  difcovering  whofe  particular  ad- 
vantage it  chiefly  is,  that  the  conftitution 
Ihould  be  preferved  entire  in  all  its  parts* 
For  there  cannot,  properly  fpeaking,  be 
above  two  parties  in  fuch  a  government 
'  as  ours  ;  and  one  lide  will  find  themfelves 
obliged  to  take  in  all  the  fubaltem  deno- 
minations of  thofe  who  diflike  the  prefent 
cftablifhment,  in  order  to  make  themfelves 
a  balance  againft  the  other ;  and  fuch  a 
party,  compofed  of  mixed  bodies,  although 
they  differ  widely  in  the  feveral  funda- 
mentals of  religion  and  government,  and 
all  of  them  from  the  true  public  intereft ; 
yet,  whenever  their  leaders  arc  taken  in- 
to power,  under  an  ignorant,  unadtive,  or 
illndefigning  prince,  will  probably,  by  the 
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aififtance  of  time  or  force,  become  the  ma- 
jority, unlefs  tliey  be  prevented  by  a  fteadi- 
nefs,  which  there  is  little  reafon  to  hope, 
or  byfome  revolution,  which  there  is  much 
more  reafon  to  fear.    For  abufes  m  admini- 
ftration  may  laft  much  longer  than  politi- 
cians feem  to  be  aware  of;  efpecially  where 
fome  bold  fteps  are  made  to  corrupt  the 
very  fountain  of  power  and  legiflature: 
In  which  cafe,  as  it  may  happen  in  fome 
ftates,  the  whole  body  of  the  people  are 
drawn  in,  by  their  own  fuppofed  confent, 
to  be  their  own  enllavers ;    and,  where 
will  they  find  a  thread  to  wind  themfelves 
out  of  this  labyrindi  I    Or,  will  they  not 
rather  wilh  to  be  governed  by  arbitrary 
power,  after  the  manner  of  other  nations? 
For  whoever  confiders  the  courfe  of  the 
Roman  Empire  after  Csefar's  ufurpation, 
the  long  continuance  of  the  Turkilh  go- 
vernment, or  the  deftrudtion  of  the  Gothic 
balance  in  moft  kingdoms  of  Europe,  will 
eafily  fee  how  controlable  that  maxim  is, 
that,  res  nolunt  diu  mal^  admini/lrari:  Becaufe, 
as  corruptions  are  more  natural  to  man- 
kind than  perfedtions,  fo  they  are  more 
likely  to  have  a  longer  continuance.     For 
the  vices  of  men,  confidered  as  individuals, 
are  cxadtly  the  fame  when  tliey  are  mold- 
ed 
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ed  into  bodies ;  nor  otherwife  to  be  with- 
held in  their  effedls,  than  by  good  funda- 
mental Jaws  ;  in  which,'  when  any  great 
breaches  are  made,  the  confequence  will  be 
the  fame  as  in  the  life  of  a  particular  man, 
whofe  vices  are  feldom  known  to  end  but 
with  himfelf. 
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HOUSE  of  LORDS  to  the  QUEEN. 

[Drawn  up  by  Dr.  Swift,  at  the  Command 
of  the  Lord  Treasurer,  and  delivered 
by  the  Duke  of  Grafton.] 

WE  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and 
loyal  fubjefts,  the  Lords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal,   in  parliament  aflembled^ 
do,  with  the  greateft  joy  and  fatisfadtion, 
return  our  humble  thanks  to  yourMajefty 
for  your  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the 
throne,    and  for  communicating  to  this 
Houfe  that  peace  is  Agreed  on,  fo  honour^ 
able  to  your  Majefty,  and  fafe  and  advan^' 
tageous  to  your  kingdoms ;   by  which  we 
hope,  witli  the  blefling  of  God,  that  your 
people  will,  in  a  few  years,  recover  them-> 
felves,  after  {b  long  and  expenfive  a  war. 
We  likewifc  beg  leave  to  congratulate  with 
your  Majefty  upon  the  fuccefs  of  your  en- 
deavours for  a  general  peace ;  whereby  the 
tranquillity  and  welfare  of  Europe  will  be 
owing  (next  to  the  Divine  Providence)  to 
6  your 
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your  Majelly's  wifdom  and  goodnefs.  We 
never  had  the  lead  doubt  but  that  your 
Majefty,  who  is  the  greateft  ornament  and 
proteftor  of  the  Proteftant  Religion,  would 
do  every  thing  for  fecuring  the  Proteftant 
Succeflion  ;  towards  which  nothing  can  be 
more  neceflary  than  the  perfed  harmony 
there  is  between  your  Majefty  and  the 
Houfe  of  Hanover.  And  we  do  humbly 
afllire  your  Majefty,  that,  as  you  are  pleaf- 
ed  to  exprefs  your  dependence  (next  under 
Crod)  upon  the  duty  and  aiFe(Stion  of  your 
people ;  we  think  ourfelves  bound,  by  the 
greateft  tics  of  religion,  loyalty,  and  gra- 
titude, to  make  all  returns  that  can  be  due, 
from  the  moft  obedient  fubjeiSts,  to  the 
flooft  indulgent  Sovereign. 
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NE  Dr.Helvetius  was  fent  from  Paj 
ris,  by  Torcy  to  Devenwordt  at  the 
Hague,  with  the  firft  propofals  for  a  peace 
feparate  with  Holland  ;  a  year  after  which 
the  preliminaries,  at  Gertnidenberg,  were 
tranfa(5ted  by  the  Mar.  D'Uxelles  and  Polig- 
nac,  and  afterwards  Menager  was  privately 
difpatched  to  the  fame  effeft. 

My  Lord  Strafford  had  the  firft  intimation 
of  thefe  feparate  tranfacflions  of  France  and 
Holland,  from  the  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
(as  a  thing  a  good  while  before  in  agita- 
tion) and  afterwards  from  Devenwordt 
himfclf,  who  told  him  that  he  fent  to  Paris 
for  Dr,  Helvetius  to  cure  him  of  a  rheu- 
matifm,  which  opportunity  Torcy  took  to 
negotiate  by  him. 

Helvetius  fince  confirmed  the  fame  ftory 
to  my  Lord  Stafford,  in  the  year  1 720. 
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OF 

1>.Swift'sMemorial  to  theQuEENt 
April  15,   1714. 

THE  change  of  minillry  about  four 
years  ago,  the  fall  of  tlie  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  and  the  proceedings  fince, 
in  relation  to  the  peace  and  treaties,  are, 
all  capable  of  being  very  malicioufly  re- 
prefented  to  pofterity,  if  they  fhould  fall 
under  the  pen  of  fome  writer  of  the  oppo- 
fite  party,  as  they  probably  may. 

Upon  thefe  reafons,  it  is  neceflary,  for 
the  honour  of  the  Queen  and  in  juftice  to 
her  fervants,  that  fome  able  hand  ihould 
be  immediately  employed  to  write  the  hif- 
tory  of  her  Majeily's  reign  ;  that  the  truth 
of  things  may  be  tranfmitted  to  future 
ages,  and  bear  down  the  falfehood  of  ma- 
licious pens. 

The  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's  is  ready  to  un- 
dertake this  work,  humbly  defiring  her 
Majefty  will  pleafe  to  appoint  him  her 
biiloriographer,  not  from  ai^y  view  of  the 
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profit,  (which  is  fo  inconfiderable  that  it 
will  hardly  ferve  to  pay  the  expence  of 
fearching  offices)  but  from  an  earneft  de- 
fire  to  ferve  his  Queen  and  country ;  for 
which  that  employment  will  qualify  him, 
by  an  opportunity  of  accefs  to  thofe  plat 
ces  where  papers  and  records  are  kept, 
which  will  be  neceflary  to  any  who  un- 
dertake fuch  an  hiftory. 
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SOME  CONSIDERATIONS 

U  P  O  N    T  H  E 

C0NSEQ.UEHCES  Hoped  and  Feared 

F  R  O  M    T  H  B 

D  E  A  T  H  of  the  Q^U  E  E  N. 

Aug.  9,  1714. 

IN  order  to  fct  in  a  clear  light  what  I 
have  to  fay  upon  this  fubjedt,  it  vnH  be 
convenient  to  examine  the  ftate  of  the  na- 
tion with  reference  to  the  two  contending 
parties ;  this  cannot  well  be  done  without 
fome  little  retrofpeAion  into  the  five  laft 
years  of  her  late  Majefty's  reign. 

I  have  it  from  unqueftionable  authority, 
that  the  Duchefs  of  Marlborough's  favour 
began  to  decline  very  foon  after  the  Queen's 
acceflion  to  the  throne,  and  that  the  Earl  of 
Godolphin's  held  not  much  above  two  years 
longer ;  although  her  Majefty  (no  ill  con- 
cealer of  her  affedtions)  did  not  think  fit  to 
deprive  them  of  their  power  until  a  long 
time  after. 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough  and  the  Earl 
of  Godolphin  having  fallen  early  into  the 
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interefls  of  the  lower,  party,  for  certain 
reafons  not  feafonable  here  to  be  men- 
tioned, (but  which  may  deferve  a  place  in 
the  hiftory  of  that  reign)  they  made  large 
fleps  that  way  upon  the  death  of  the  Prince 
of  Denmark,  taking  in  feveral  among  the 
warmeft  leaders  of  that  fide,  into  the  chief 
employments  of  the  Hate.  Mr.  Harley, 
then  fecretary  of  ftate,  who  difliked  their 
proceedings,  and  had  very  near  overtl\rown 
their  whole  fcheme,  was  removed  with  the 
utmoft  indignation,  and  about  the  fame 
time.  Sir  vSimon  Harcourt  and  Mr-  St.  John, 
with  fome  others,  voluntarily  gave  up 
their  employments. 

But  the  Queen,  who  had  then  a  great 
efteem  for  the  perfon  and  abilities  of  Mr. 
Harley  (and  in  proportion  of  the  other  two, 
although  at  that  time  not  equally  known 
to  her),  was  deprived  of  his  fervice  with 
fome  regret,  and  upon  that  and  other  mo- 
tives well  known  at  court,  began  to  think 
herfelf  hardly  ufed,  and  feveral  ftories  ran 
about,  whether  true  or  falfe,  that  her  Ma- 
jelly  was  not  always  treated  with  that  duty 
flie  might  expedl.  Mean-time  the  church- 
party  were  loud  in  their  complaints,  fur- 
mifing,  from  the  virulence  of  feveral  pam- 
phlets, from  certain  bills  projedled  to  be 
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brought  into  parliament,  from  endeavours 
to  repeal  the  facramental-teft,  from  the 
avowed  principles,  and  free  fpeeches  of 
fome  perfons  in  povw^er,  and  other  jcaloufies 
needlefs  to  repeat,  that  ill-defigns  were 
forming  againft  the  religion  eftablifhed. 

Thefe  fears  were  all  confirmed  by  the 
trial  of  Dh  Sacheverel,  which  drew  die  po- 
pulace, as  one  man,  into  the  party  againft 
the  miniftry  and  parliament. 

The  miniftry  were  very  fufpicious,  that 
the  (^een  had  ftill  a  referve  of  favour  for 
Mr.  Harley,  which  appeared  by  a  paflage 
that  happened  fome  days  after  his  removal  : 
For,  the  Earl  of  Godolphin's  coach  and  his 
hap]()ening  to  meet  near  Kenfmgton,  the 
Earl  a  few  hours  after  reproached  the 
Queen,  that  Ihe  privately  admitted  Mr. 
Harley,  and  was  not  without  fome  diffi- 
culty undeceived  by  her  Majefty's  aflevera- 
tions  to  the  contrary. 

Soon  after  the  Dodtor's  trial,  this  gentle- 
man, by  the  Queen's  command  and  the  in- 
tervention of  Mrs.  Malham,was  brought  up 
the  back-ftairs ;  and  that  Princefs,  fpirited 
by  the  addreiles  from  all  parts,  which  Ihew- 
ed  the  inclinations  of  her  fubjedls  to  be  very 
averfe  from  the  proceedings  in  court  and 
parliament,  was  refolvcd  to  break  the  uni- 
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ted  power  of  the  Marlborough  and  Codol- 
phin  families,  and  to  begin  this  work,  by 
taking  the  difpofal  of  employments  into 
her  own  hands :  for  which  an  opportunity 
happened  by  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Eflex, 
lieutenant  of  the  tower,  whofe  employment 
was  given  to  the  Earl  Rivers,  to  the  great 
difcontent  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
who  intended  it  for  the  Duke  of  Northum- 
berland, then  colonel  of  the  Oxford  regi- 
ment, to  which  the  Earl  of  Hartford  was  to 
fucceed.  Some  time  after,  the  chamber- 
lain^s  ftafF  Was  difpofed  of  to  the  Duke  of 
Shrewfbury  in  the  abfence,  and  without  the 
privity  of  the  Earl  of  Godolphin.  The  Earl 
of  Sunderland's  removal  followed,  and 
laftly  that  of  the  High  Trcafurer  himfdf, 
whofe  office  was  put  into  commiffioOf 
whereof  Mr.  Harlcy  (made  at  the  fame 
time  chancellor  of  the  exchequer)  was  one, 
I  need  fay  nothing  of  other  removals^ 
which  are  well  enough  known  and  re- 
membered :  let  it  fuffice  that,  in  eight  or 
nine  months  time,  the  whole  face  of  the 
court  was  altered,  and  very  few  friends  of 
the  former  miniftry  left  in  any  great  fta- 
tions  there. 

I  have  good  reafons  to  be  ailiired,  that 
when  the  Queen  began  this  change,  Ihe 

had 
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had  no  intentions  to  cany  it  fo  far  as  the 
church^paity  exp€<5ted,  and  have  fince  been 
fo  impatient  to  fee.  For,  although  fhe 
were  a  true  prof cUbr  of  the  religion  efta- 
bliihed,  yet  the  firft  motives  to  this  alter- 
ation did  not  arife  from  any  dangers  fhe 
apprehended  to  that  or  the  government; 
but  from  a  defire  to  get  out  of  the  domi- 
nion of  fome,  who  fhe  thought  had  kept 
her  too  much  and  too  long  in  pupilage* 
She  was  in  her  own  nature  extremely  dila- 
tory and  timorous ;  yet,  upon  fome  occa- 
sions, pofitive  to  a  great  degree.  And  when 
fhe  had  got  rid  of  thofe  who  had,  as  fhe 
thought,  given  her  the  mofl  uneafinefs,  fhe 
was  inclined  to  ftop,  and  entertain  a  fancy 
of  aiSting  upon  a  moderating  fcheme,  from 
whence  it  was  very  diflBcult  to  remove  her. 
At  the  fame  time  I  muft  confefs  my  be- 
lief » that  this  imagination  was  put  into  her 
head,  and  made  ufe  of  as  an  encourage- 
ment to  begin  that  work,  after  which  her 
advifers  might  think  it  eafier  to  prevail 
with  her  to  go  as  far  as  they  thought  fit* 
That  thefe  were  her  Majefty's  difpofitions 
in  that  conjuncture,  may  be  confirmed  by 
many  inftances.  In  the  very  height  of  the 
change,  fhe  appeared  very  loth  to  part  with 
two  grjcat  officers  of  ftate  of  the  other  par- 
ty i 
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ty;  and  fome,  whofe  abfence  the  new  mi- 
niflers  mod  eameftly  wiftied,  held  in  for 
above  two  years  after. 

Mr.  Harley,  who  a<Sted  as  firft  minifter 
before  he  had  the  ftafF,  as  he  was  a  lover 
of  gentle  meafures,  and  inclined  to  pro- 
craftination,  fo  he  could  not,  with  any  de- 
cency, prefs  the  Queen  too  much  againft 
her  nature ;  becaufe  it  would  be  like  run- 
ning upon  the  rock  where  his  predeceflbrs 
had  fplit.    But,  violent  humours  running 
both  in  the  kingdom  and  the  new  parlia- 
ment, againft  the  principles  and  perfons  of 
the  low-church  party,  gave  this  minifter  a 
very  difficult  part  lo  play.  The  warm  mem- 
bers in  both  houfes,  efpecially  among  the 
commons,  preffed  for  a  thorough  change, 
and  fo  did  almoft  all  the  Queen's  new  fer- 
yants,  efpecially  after  Mr.  Harley  was  made 
an  earl  and  high  treafurer.     He  could  not 
in  good  policy  own  liis  want  of  power,  nor 
fling  the  blame  upon  his  miftiefs.    And,  as 
too  much  fecrefy  was  one  of  his  faults,  he 
would  often,  upon  thefe  occafions,  keep  his 
neareft  friends  in  the  dark.     The  truth  is, 
he  had  likewife  other  views,  which  were 
better  fuited  to  the  maxims  of  ftate  in  gene- 
ral, than  to  that  fituation  of  affairs.  By  leav- 
ing many  employments  in  the  hands  of 
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the  difcontented  party,  he  fell  in  with  the 
Queen's  humour,  he  hoped  to  acquire  the 
reputation  of  lenity,  and  kept  a  great  num- 
ber of  expectants  in  order,  who  had  liberty 
to  hope,  while  any  thing  remained  undif- 
pofed  of.  He  feemed  alfo  to  tliink,  as  other 
minifters  have  done,  that  fince  factions  are 
neceflary  in  fuch  a  government  as  oiurs,  it 
would  be  prudent  not  altogether  to  lay  the 
prefent  one  proftrate,  left  another  more 
plaufible,  and  therefore  not  fo  eafy  to 
grapple  with,  might  arife  in  its  ftead. 

However,  it  is  certain  that  a  great  part 
of  the  load  he  bore  was  unjuflly  laid  on 
him.  He  had  no  favourites  among  the 
Whig-party,  whom  he  kept  in  upon  the 
fcore  of  old  friendlhip  or  acquaintance; 
and  he  was  a  greater  objeft  of  their  hatred 
than  all  the  reft  of  the  miniftxy  together. 


A  SER- 


A 

SERMON 

UPON     THE 

MARTYRDOMof  K.CHARLES  I. 

Preached  at  St,  Patrick's,  Dublin,  Jan.  go, 
172S-6,  being  Sunday. 

Genesis  xlix.  Sf  ^>  7* 
Simeon  and  Levi  are  brethren;  inftruments  tf 

cruelty  are  in  their  habitations. 
0  my  foul  J  come  not  thou  into  their  fecret^  unto 
their  ajfembly  mine  honour  be  not  thou  united; 
for  in  their  anger  they  flenv  a  man^   and  vi 
their  felf-'will  they  digged  down  a  ivalL 
Curfed  be   their  anger ^  for  it  njuas  fierce ;   aid 
their  ivrathy  for  it  was  crueL     I  will  divide 
them  in  Jacob,  andfcatter  them  in  Israei*. 

IKnow  very  well,  that  the  church  hath 
been  often  cenfured  for  keeping  holy 
this  day  of  humiliation,  in  memory  of 
that  excellent  King  and  blefled  Martyr 
Charles  I.  who  rather  chofe  to  die  on  a 
fcaffold  than  betray  the  religion  and  liber- 
ties of  his  people,  wherewith  God  and  the 
laws  had  entrufted  him.  But,  at  the  fame 
time,  it  is  manifeft  that  thofc  who  make 
fuch  cenfures  are  eitlier  people  without 

any 
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any  religion  at  all,  or  who  derive  their 
principles,  and  perhaps  their  birth,  from 
the  abettors  of  thofe  who  contrived  the 
murder  of  that  Prince,  and  have  not  yet 
ihewn  the  world  that  their  opinions  are 
changed.  It  is  alledged  that  the  obferva- 
don  of  this  day  hath  ferved  to  continu« 
;md  encreafe  the  animoiity  and  enmity 
among  our  comitry-men,  and  to  difunite 
Proteftants ;  diat  a  law  was  made,  upon  the 
Beftoration  of  the  Martyr's  fon,  for  a  gene- 
ral pardon  and  oblivion,  forbidding  all  re- 
proaches upon  that  occafion;  and,  fince 
none  are  now  aHve  who  were  adtors  or  in- 
firuments  in  that  tragedy,  it  is  thought 
hard  and  uncharitable  to  keep  up  the  me- 
mory of  it  for  all  generations.  Now,  be- 
caufe  I  conceive  moft  of  you  to  be  igno- 
rant in  many  particulars  concerning  that 
horrid  murder,  and  the  rebellion  which 
preceded  it ;  I  will, 

Firft,  relate  to  you  fo  much  of  the  flory 
as  may  be  fufficient  for  your  information: 

Secondly,  I  will  tell  you  the  confequences 
which  this  bloody  deed  had  upoa  thefe 
kingdoms : 

And,  laftly,  I  will  (hew  you  to  what  good 
niies  this  £blemn  day  of  humiUation  may 
beappdkd. 

%  As 
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As  to  the  firft,  In  the  reign  of  thisCrince, 
Charles  the  Martyr,  the  power  and  prero- 
gative of  the  king  were  much  greater  than 
they  are  in  our  times,  and  fo  had  been  for 
at  leaft  700  years  before;  And  the  beft 
princes  we  ever  had  carried  their  power 
much  farther  than  the  bleflcd  Martyr  of- 
fered to  do  in  the  mod  blameable  part  of 
his  reign.  But,  the  lands  of  the  crown 
having  been  prodigally  beftowed  to  fa- 
vourites, in  the  preceding  reigns,  the  fuc- 
ceeding  kings  could  not  fupport  them- 
felves  without  taxes  raifed  by  parliament  j 
which  put  them  under  a  nccellity  of  fre- 
quently calling  thofe  aflemblies:  And,  the 
crown-lands  being  gotten  into  the  hands 
of  the  nobility  and  gentry,  befide  the  pof^ 
feflions  of  which  the  churcTi  had  been 
robbed  by  Henry  VIIL ;  power,  which  al- 
ways follows  property,  grew  to  lean  to  the 
fide  of  the  people,  by  whom  even  the  juff 
rights  of  the  crown  were  often  difputed," 

But  further:  Upon  the  cruel  perfecu- 
tion  raifed  againft  the  Proteftants,  under 
Queen  Mary,  among  great  numbers  who 
fled  the  kingdom  to  feek  for  llielter,  fevc- 
ral  went  and  refided  at  Geneva,  which  is 
a  commonwealth  governed  without  a  kingi 
and  where  the  religion,  contrived  by  Cab- 

vin. 
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vin,  is  without  the  order  of  bifhops.  When 
'  the  Proteftant  faith  was  reftored  by  Queen 
.  Elizabeth,  thofe  who  fled  to  Geneva  re- 
turned among  tl^e  reft  home  to  England, 
and  were  grown  fo  fond  of  the  govern- 
.  ment  and  religion  of  the  place  they  had 
left,  that  they  ufed  all  poflible  endeavours 
to  introduce  both  into  their  own  country ; 
,at  the  fame  time  continually  preaching 
and  railing  againft  ceremonies  and  diftindt 
habits  of  the  clergy,  taxing  whatever  they 
difliked,    as  a  remnant  of   Popery,   and 
continued  extremely  troublefome  to   the 
church  and  ftate,  under  that  great  Queen, 
as  well   as   her  fucceflfor  King  James  I. 
Thefe  people  called  themfelves  Puritans^  as 
pretending  to  a  purer  faith  than  thofe' of 
the  church  eftablifhed.    And  thefe  were 
the  founders  of  our  diflenters.    They  did 
not  think  it  fuflScient  to  leave  all  the  errors 
of  Popery,  but  threw  off  many  laudable 
And  edifying  inftitufions  of  the  Primitive 
Qiurch,  and,  at  laft,  even  the  government 
of  bifhops  ;  which,  having  been  ordained 
by  the  apoftles    themfelves,    had    conti- 
.nued. without  interruption,  in  all  Ghriftiian 
•churches,  for  above  1500  years.'    And  all 
•this  they  did,  not  becaufe  thofe  things  were 
evil,  but  becaufe  they  were  kept  by  the 
3  Pa\j\^s. 
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Papifts.  From  thence  they  proceeded,  by 
degrees,  to  quarrel  with  the  kingly  go- 
vernment ;  becaufe,  as  I  have  already 
faid,  the  city  of  Geneva,  to  which  thdr 
fathers  had  flown  for  refuge,  was  a 
conmionwealth,  or  government  of  the 
people. 

TTiefe  Puritans,  about  the  middle  of  tfa* 
Martyr*s  reign,  were  grown  to  be  a  confi- 
derable  faction  in  the  kingdom,  and  in  tbe 
Lower  Houfe  of  parliament.  They  filled 
the  public  with  the  moil  falfe  and  bitta 
libels  againfl  the  bifhops  and  clergy,  ac» 
cufing  chiefly  the  very  bed  among  them 
of  Popery;  and,  at  the  fame  tim^e,  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  grew  fo  infolent  and 
uneafy  to  the  King,  that  they  refufed  IB 
fumiih  him  with  necefl&ry  fupplies  fer 
the  fupport  of  his  family,  unlefs  upoi 
^uch  conditions  as  he  could  not  fubmit  to 
without  forfeiting  his  confcience  and  ho- 
nour, and  even  his  coronation-oath.  Ad4 
in  fuch  an  extremity,  he  was  forced  upOB  . 
a  praftice,  no  way  juftifiablc,  of  raifisg 
money;  for  which,  however,  he  had  the 
opinion  of  the  judges  on  his  iide :  For, 
wicked  judges  there  were  in  thofe  times  ai 
well  as  in  ours.  There  were  likewife  liu^ 
ny  complaints,  and  fometimes  juflly,  xxUbdc 

againft 
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againft  the  proceedings  of  a  certain  court, 
called  the  Star-chamber,  a  judicature  of 
great  antiquity,  but  had  fufFered  fome 
corruptions,  for  which,  however,  the  King 
was  no  way  anfwerable.  I  cannot  re- 
colledl  any  more  fubjedls  of  complaint 
with  the  leaft  ground  of  reafon,  nor  is  it 
needful  to  recolledl  them,  becaufe  this  gra- 
cious  King  did,  upon  the  firfl:  application! 
redrcfs  all  grievances  by  an  acH:  of  parlia- 
ment, and  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  do 
any  hardfhips  for  tlie  future.  But,  that 
wicked  fadtion  in  the  Houfc  of  Commons, 
not  content  with  all  thofe  marks  of  his 
juftice  and  condefcenfion,  urged  Hill  for 
more ;  and,  joining  with  a  fadtious  party 
from  Scotland,  who  had  the  fame  fancies 
in  religion,  forced  him  to  pafs  an  adl  for 
cutting  oflF  the  head  of  his  beft  and  chief 
minifter ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  compell- 
ed him,  by  tumults  and  threatnings  of 
a  packt  rabble,  poifoned  with  the  fame 
dodlrines,  to  pafs  another  law,  by  which 
it  fhould  not  be  in  his  power  to  diflblve 
that  parliament  without  their  own  confent. 
Thus,  by  the  grcateft  weaknefs  and  infa- 
tuation that  ever  poflefled  any  man's  fpirit, 
this  Prince  did  in  effect  fign  his  own  dc- 
ftinidion.  For  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
Vol.  XV.  M  having 
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having  the  reins  in  their  own  hands^ 
drove  on  fvirioufly;  fent  him  every  day 
fome  unrcafonable  demand,  and,  v^hen  he 
refufed  to  grant  it,  made  ufe  of  their  own 
power,  and  declared  that  an  ordinance  of 
botli  Houfcs,  without  the  King*s  confent, 
fliould  be  obeyed  as  a  law,  contrary  to  aU 
reafon  and  cquit}%  as  well  as  to  the  fun- 
damental conftitution  of  the  kingdom. 

About  this  time  the  rebellion  in  Ireland 
broke  out,  wherein  his  parliament  refufed 
to  aflift  him ;  nor  would  accept  his  offer 
to  come  hither  in  perfon  to  fubdue  thofe 
rebels.  Tliefe,  and  a  thoufand  other  bar- 
barities, forced  the  King  to  fummon  his 
loyal  fubjed:s  to  his  flandard  in  his  own 
defence.  Meanwhile  the  Englilh  paiiia- 
ment,  inflead  of  helping  the  poor  Proteft- 
ants  here,  feizcd  on  the  very  army  that 
his  Majefty  was  fending  over  for  our  re- 
lief, and  turned  them  agahift  their  own 
Sovereign.  The  rebellion  in  England  con- 
tinued for  four  or  iivc  years :  At  laft  the 
King  was  forced  to  fly  in  difguife  to  the 
Scots,  wlu)  fold  him  to  the  rebels.  And 
rliilV  PuritaiLs  had  the  impudent  cruelty  to 
ir\-  his  lUcvi:d  perfon  in  a  mock  court  of 
jullicc,  and  cut  off  his  head;  which  he 
might  Iiavc  favcd,  if  he  would  have  yield- 
ed 
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fed  to  betray  the  conftitution  in  church  and 
Rate. 

In  this  whole  proceeding  Simeon  and 
Levi  were  brethren,  die  wicked  infinua- 
tions  of  thofe  fanatical  preachers  ftining 
tip  the  cruelty  of  the  foldiers,  who,  by 
force  of  arms,  excluded  from  the  Houfe 
every  member  of  parliament,  whom  they 
apprehended  to  bear  the  leaft  inclination 
towards  an  agreement  with  the  King,  fuf- 
fering  only  thofe  to  enter  who  thirfted 
chiefly  for  his  blood ;  and  this  the  very 
iccount  given  by  their  own  writers.  From 
whence  it  is  clear  that  this  Prince  was, 
in  all  refpcdts,  a  real  martyr  for  the  true 
religion  and  the  liberty  of  his  people.  That 
jdious  parliament  had  firft  turned  thtf 
aifliops  out  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords ;  in  a 
Few  years  after,  they  murdered  their  King  j 
[hen  immediately  aboliflicd  the  whole 
HEoufe  of  Lords  ;  and  fo,  at  laft,  obtained 
their  wifhes,  of  having  a  government  of 
the  people,  and  a  new  religion,  both  after 
the  manner  of  Geneva,  without  a  king,  a 
3i£hop,  or  a  noble ^uan ;  and  this  t!iey 
l>lafphemoufly  called  the  kingdom  of 
;;!hrift  and  his  faints. 

This  is  enough  for  your  information  on 
he  firft  head:    I  Ihall  therefore  proceed 
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to  tlic  fccond,  wlicrcin  I  will  fhcw  you  the 
miferablc  conlcqucnccs  which  that  abo- 
minable rebcllicn  and  murder  produced 
in  thcfc  nations. 

Firft,  the  h'ifh  rebellion  was  wholly  ow- 
ing to  that  wicked  Englilli  parliament 
For  the  leaders  in  the  Irilli  Popilli  maflacrc 
would  never  have  dared  to  flir  a  finger,  if 
they  had  not  been  encouraged  by  that  re- 
bellious Ipirit  in  the  Engliili  Houfe  of 
Commons,  wliicli  tlicy  very  well  knew 
mud  dilable  the  King  from  fending  any 
fupplies  to  his  Proteilant  fubjcils  here; 
and,  therefore,  we  may  truly  fay  that  the 
Englilli  parliament  held  the  King's  hands, 
while  the  Irifli  Papiils  here  were  cutting 
our  grandfathers  throats 

Secondly,  That  murdcrour>  Puritan-par- 
liament, when  tliey  had  all  in  their  own 
power,  could  not  agree  upon  any  one  me- 
thod of  fettling  a  form  cither  of  religion 
or  civil  government,  but  cb.anged  every 
day  from  fchilm  to  Icluiin,  from  liercfy  to 
herefy,  and  from  one  fiction  to  another. 
From  whence  arofc  th:7.r  wild  confufion 
ftill  continuing  in  our  levcral  ways  oJfferv- 
5ng  God,  and  thofe  abfurd  notions  of  civil 
pcwa^j  v/liicli  have  fo  often  torn  us  with 
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faftions  more  than  any  other  nation  in 
Europe. 

Thirdly,  To  this  rebellion  and  murder 
have  been  owing  tlic  rife  and  progrefs  of 
Atheifm  among  us.  For,  men  obfci-ving 
what  numbcrlefs  villanies  of  all  kinds 
were  committed  during  twenty  years,  un- 
der pretence  of  zeal  and  the  reformation 
of  God's  church,  were  eafily  tempted  to 
doubt  that  all  religion  was  a  mere  impof- 
turc:  And  the  fame  fpirit  of  infidj?lit}% 
fo  far  fprcad  among  us  at  this  prefent,  is 
nothing  but  the  fruit  of  the  feeds  fown 
by  thofe  rebellious  hypocritical  faints. 

Fourthly,  The  old  virtue  and  loyalt}',  and 
generous  fpirit  of  the  Englifh  nation,  were 
wholly  coiTupted  by  the  power,  the  doc- 
trine, and  the  example  of  thofe  wicked 
people.  Many  of  the  antient  nobility  were 
killed,  and  their  families  extindl,  in  de- 
Fence  of  their  Prince  and  countr}%  or  mur- 
dered by  the  mercilcfs  courts  of  juftice. 
Some  of  the  worft  among  them  favoured, 
or  complied  with  the  reigning  iniquities, 
and  not  a  few  of  the  new  fet  created,  when 
tlie  Martyr  s  fon  was  reftored,  were  fuch 
who  had  drank  too  deep  of  the  bad  prin- 
ciples then  prevailing. 

M  3  fifthly, 
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Fifthly,  The  children  of  die  murdered 
Prince  were  forced  to  fly,  for  the  fafety  of 
tlieir  lives,  to  foreign  countries ;  where  one 
of  them,  at  leaft,  I  mean  King  James  H, 
was  feduced  to  Popery ;  which  ended  in  the 
lofs  of  his  kingdoms,  the  mifery  and  defola*' 
tion  of  diis  country,  and  a  long  and  expen- 
five  war  abroad.  Our  deliverance  w^as  owing 
to  the  valour  and  conduft  of  the  late  King; 
and,  therefore,  we  ought  to  remember  him 
with  gratitude,  but  not  mingled  with  blat 
phemy  or  idolatry.  It  was  happy  that  his 
interefts  and  ours  were  the  fame :  And 
God  gave  him  greater  fuccefs  than  oui 
fins  deferved.  But,  as  a  houfe  thrown 
down  by  a  ftorm  is  feldom  rebuilt,  with- 
out fome  change  in  the  foundadon  ;  fo  it 
hath  happened,  that,  fince  the  late  Revo^ 
lution,  men  have  fate  much  loofer  in  the 
true  fundamentals  both  of  religion  an4 
government,  and  fadlions  have  been  more 
violent,  treacherous,  and  malicious  than 
ever,  men  running  naturally  from  one  ex^ 
treme  into  another  ;  and,  for  private  ends, 
taking  up  thofe  very  opinions  profefled  by 
the  leaders  in  that  rebellion,  which  carried 
the  blefTed  Martyr  to  the  fcaffold. 

Sixthly,    Another   confequence   of  this 
horrid  rebellion  and  murder  was  the  dc- 
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ftroying  or  defacing  fuch  vaft  numbers  of 
God's  houfes.  In  their  felf-will  they  digged 
doivn  a  wall.  If  a  ftranger  fhC)uld  now  tra- 
vel in  England,  and  obferve  the  churches 
in  his  way,  he  could  not  otherwife  con- 
clude, than  that  fome  vaft  army  of  Turks 
or  Heathens  had  been  fent  on  purpofe 
to  ruin  and  blot  out  all  marks  of  Clirifti- 
anity.  They  fpared  neither  the  ftatues  of 
faints,  or  antient  prelates,  or  kings,  or  be- 
ncf adlors  ;  broke  down  the  tombs  and  mo- 
numents of  men  famous  in  their  genera- 
tions, feized  the  veflels  of  filver  fet  apart 
for  the  holieft  ufe,  tore  down  the  moft 
innocent  ornaments  both  within  and  with* 
out,  made  the  houfes  of  prayer  dens  of 
thieves,  or  ftables  for  cattle.  Thefe  were 
the  mildeft  efle(5ls  of  Puritan-zeal,  and  de^ 
votion  for  Chrift  -,  and  this  was  what  them- 
felves  afFedled  to  call  a  thorough  reforma- 
tion. In  this  kingdom  thofe  ravages  were 
not  fo  eafily  fcen ;  for  the  people  here  be- 
ing too  poor  to  raife  fuch  noble  temples, 
the  mean  ones  we  had,  were  not  defaced, 
but  totally  deftroyed. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  is  certain,  that  al- 
though God  might  have  found  out  many 
3ther  ways  to  have  puniflied  a  finful 
people,  without  peniiitting  this  rebellion 
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and  murder,  yet  as  the  courfe  of  the  world 
hath  run  ever  fiiice,  we  need  feek  for  no 
other  caufes,-  of  all  the  public  evils  we 
have  hitherto  fufFered,  or  may  fuffer  for 
tlie  future,  by  the  mifconducl  of  princes, 
or  wickcdnefs  of  the  people. 

I  go  on  now  upon  the  third  head,  to 
Ihew  you  to  what  good  ufes  this  folemn 
day  of  humiliation  may  be  applied. 

Firft,  It  may  be  an  inftruftion  to  princes 
thcmfclves,  to  be  careful  in  the  choice  of 
thofc  who  arc  their  advifers  in  matters  of 
lav/.  All  the  judges  of  England,  except  one 
or  two,  advifcd  the  King,  that  he  might 
legally  raiie  money  wxron  the  fubjedls  for 
building  of  iliips,  without  confent  of  par- 
liament ;  which,  as  it  was  the  greatefl 
ovcrfight  of  his  reign,  fo  it  proved  tlie 
principal  foundation  of  all  his  misfortunes. 
Princes  may  likcwife  learn  from  hence, 
not  to  facritice  a  faithful  fervant  to  the 
rage  of  a  faclion,  nor  lo  truft  any  body  of 
men  with  a  greater  Ihare  of  power  than 
the  Ia\vs  of  the  land  liave  appointed  them, 
much  lefs  to  dcpofite  it  in  their  hands  un- 
til they  ihall  plcafe  to  reftore  it. 

Secondly,  By  bringing  to  mind  the  tra- 
gedy of  this  day,  and  the  confequences 
tliat  have  arifen  from  it,  we  Ihall  be  con- 
vinced 
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vinced  how  neceflary  it  is  for  thofe  in 
power  to  curb,  in  feafon,  all  fuch  unruly 
fpirits  as  delire  to  ina^oduce  new  dodlrines 
and  difcipline  in  the  church,  or  new  forms 
of  government  in  the  ftate.    Tliofc  wicked 
Puritans  began,  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  time, 
to  quarrel  only  with  furplices  and  other 
liabits,  with  the  ring  in  matrimony,  the 
crofs  in  baptifm,    and  the  like ;    tlience 
they  went  on  to  further  matters  of  higher 
importance,  and,  at  laft,  they  mull  needs 
have  the  whole  government  of  the  church 
diflblved.     This  great  work  they  compaflP- 
cd,  firfl,  by  depriving  die  bilhops  of  their 
feats  in  parliament,  then  they  abolifhed  the 
whole  order  ;  and,  at  laft,  which  was  their 
original   defign,    they   feized  on  all   the 
church-lands,  and  divided  the  fpoil  among 
themfelves ;     and,    like  Jeroboam,   made 
priefts  of  the  very  dregs  of  the  people. 
This   was   their    vray   of  reforming    thd 
church.    As  to  the  civil  government,  you 
have  already  heard  how  they  modelled  it 
upon  the  murder  of  their  King,  and  dif* 
carding  the  nobility.     Yet,  clearly  to  fhew 
^vhat  a  Babel  they  had  built,  after  twelve 
years  trial  and  twenty  feveral  forts  of  go- 
vernment ;    the  nation,   grown  weary  of 
tlieii'  tyranny,  was  forced  tp  call  in  the 
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fon  of  him  whom  thofe  reformers  had  fa- 
crificed.  And  thus  were  Simeon  and  Levi 
divided  in  Jacob  and  fcattered  in  Ifrael. 

Thirdly,  Although  the  fucceflbrs  of  thofe 
Puritans,  I  mean  our  prefent  diflenters, 
do  not  think  fit  to  obferve  this  day  of  hu- 
miliation ;  yet,  fmce  it  would  be  very 
proper  in  them,  upon  fomc  occafions,  to 
renounce  in  a  public  manner  thofe  prin- 
ciples upon  which  their  predeceflbrs  adled; 
and  it  will  be  more  prudent  in  them  to  do 
fo,  becaufe  thofe  very  Puritans,  of  whom 
ours  are  followers,  found  by  experience, 
that,  after  they  had  overturned  the  church 
and  ftate,  murdered  their  King,  and  were 
projedbing  what  they  called  a  kingdom  of 
the  faints,  they  were  cheated  of  the  power 
and  pofleflions  they  only  panted  after,  by 
an  upftart  fc6t  of  religion  that  grew  out  of 
their  own  bowels,  who  fubjefted  them  to 
one  tyrant,  while  they  were  endeavouring 
to  fet  up  a  thoufand. 

Fourthly,  Thofe  who  profefs  to  be  fol- 
lowers of  our  chiurch  eflablifhed,  and  yet 
prcfume  in  difcourfe  to  juftify  or  excufe 
that  rebellion,  and  murder  of  the  King, 
ought  to  confidcr,  how  utterly  contrary  all 
fuch  opinions  are  to  the  dodtrine  of  Chrift 
rivA  his  apofUes,  as  well  as  to  the  articles 

of 
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of  our  church,  and  to  the  preaching  and 
pracElice  of  it's  true  profeffors  for  above 
an  hundred  years.  Of  late  times,  indeed, 
and  I  fpeak  it  with  grief  of  heart,  we  have 
heard  even  fermons  of  a  ftrange  nature ; 
although  reafon  would  make  one  think  it 
a  very  unaccountable  way  of  procuring  fa- 
vour imder  a  monarchy,  by  palliating  and 
leflening  the  guilt  of  thofe  who  murdered 
the  beft  of  Kings  in  cold  blood,  and,  for  a 
time,  deftroyed  the  very  monarchy  itfelf. 
Pray  God  we  may  never  more  hear  fuch 
doftrine  from  the  pulpit,  nor  have  it  fcat- 
tered  about  in  print,  to  poifon  the  people. 
Fifthly,  Some  general  knowledge  of  this 
horrid  rebellion  and  murder,  with  the  con- 
fequenccs  tliey  had  upon  thefe  nations, 
may  be  a  warning  to  our  people  not  to  be- 
lieve a  lie,  and  to  miftruft  thofe  deluding 
fpirits,  who,  under  pretence  of  a  purer  and 
more  reformed  religion,  would  lead  them 
from  their  duty  to  God  and  the  laws.  Poli- 
ticians may  fay  what  they  pleafe,  but  it  is 
no  hard  tiling  at  all  for  the  meaneft  per- 
fon,  >vho  hath  common  underllanding,  to 
know  whether  he  be  well  or  ill  governed. 
If  he  be  freely  allowed  to  follow  his  trade 
and  calling ;  if  he  be  fecure  in  his  pro- 
perty, and  hath  the  benefit  of  the  law  to 
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defend  Iiimfelf  againft  injuftice  and  op- 
preffion !  If  his  religion  be  different  from 
that  of  his  country,  and  the  government 
think  fit  to  tolerate  it,  (which  he  may  be 
wtry  fecure  of,  let  it  be  what  it  will ;)  he 
ought  to  be  fully  fatisfied,  and  give  no  of- 
fence, by  writing  or  difcourfe,  to  the  wor- 
Ihip  eftablifhed,  as  the  difTenting  preachers 
are  too  apt  to  do.  But,  if  he  hath  any  new 
vifions  of  his  own,  it  is  his  duty  to  be 
quiet  and  poffefs  them  in  filcnce,  without 
difturbing  the  community  by  a  furious 
zeal  for  making  profelytes.  This  was  the 
folly  and  madnefs  of  thofe  antient  Puritan 
fanatics :  They  muft  needs  overturn  heaven 
and  earth,  violate  all  the  laws  of  God  and 
man,  make  their  country  a  field  of  blood, 
to  propagate  whatever  wild  or  wicked  opi- 
nions came  into  their  heads,  declaring  all 
their  abfurdities  and  blafphemies  to  pro- 
ceed from  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

To  conclude  this  head.  In  anfwer  to  that 
objedlion  of  keeping  up  animofity  and 
hatred  between  Protcftants,  by  tl:e  obfer- 
vation  of  this  day ;  if  there  be  any  feci,  or 
fort  of  people  among  us,  v/lio  profcfs  the 
fame  principles  in  religion  and  govern- 
ment which  thofe  Puritan  rebels  put  in 
practice ;   I  think  it  is  the  intcrcft  o4'  all 
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thofe  who  love  the  church  and  king,  to 
keep  up  as  llrong  a  party  againft  them  as 
poflible,  until  they  Ihall,  in  a  body,  re- 
noimce  all  thofe  wicked  opinions  upon 
which  their  predeceflbrs  afted,  to  the  dif- 
grace  of  Cliriilianity,  and  the  perpetual 
infamy  of  the  Englilh  nation. 

When  we  accufe  the  Papifts  of  the  hor- 
rid dodlrine,  that  no  faith  ought  to  be 
kept  with  Heretics,  they  deny  it  to  a  man ; 
and  yet  we  jufdy  think  it  dangerous  to 
truft  them,  becaufe  we  know  their  actions 
have  been  fometimes  fuitable  to  that  opi- 
nion :  But  the  followers  of  thofe  who  be- 
headed the  Martyr  have  not  yet  renounced 
their  principles  ;  and,  till  they  do,  they 
may  be  juftly  fufpedled :  Neither  will  the 
bare  name  of  Protcftants  fet  them  right. 
For,  furely,  Chrift  requires  more  from  us 
than  a  profellion  of  hating  Popery^  which 
a  Turk  or  an  Atheift  may  do  as  well  as  a 
Proteftant. 

If  an  enflaved  people  fhould  recover  their 
liberty,  from  a  tyrannical  power  of  any 
fort,  who  could  blame  them  for  comme- 
morating tlieir  deliverance  by  a  day  of  joy 
and  thankfgiving  I  And  doth  not  the  de- 
ilru6lion  of  a  church,  a  king,  and  three 
kingdoms,  by  tlie  artifices,  hypocrify,  and 
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cruelty  of  a  wicked  race  of  foldiers  ancf 
preachers,  and  other  fons  of  Belial,  equally^ 
require  a  folemn  time  of  humiliation* 
efpecially  fince  the  confequences  of  that 
bloody  fcene  ftill  continue,  as  I  have  aI-» 
ready  fliewn,  in  their  cfFefts  upon  us. 

Thus  I  have  done  with  the  three  heacb 
1  propofed  to  difcourfe  on.  But,  before  I 
conclude,  I  muft  give  a  caution  to  thofe 
who  hear  me,  that  they  may  not  think  I 
am  pleading  for  abfolutc  unlimited  powef 
in  any  one  man.  It  is  true,  all  power  is 
from  God,  and,  as  the  apoftle  fays.  The 
poivers  that  be  are  ordained  of  God ;  but  this 
is  in  the  fame  fenfe,  that  all  we  have  is 
from  God,  our  food  and  raiment,  and 
whatever  polTeflion  we  hold  by  lawful 
means.  Nothing  can  be  meant  in  thofe,  of 
any  other  words  of  Scripture,  to  juftify  ty- 
rannical power,  or  the  favage  cruelties  of 
thofe  Heathen  emperors  who  lived  in  the 
time  of  the  apoftles  :  And  fo  St.  Paul  con- 
cludes, The  powers  that  be  are  ordained  ofGodt 
For  what  ?  Why,  for  the  puntfloment  of  evil 
doersy  and  the  praifc^  the  reward  of  them  that 
do  well.  There  is  no  more  inward  value 
in  tlic  greatcft  emperor,  than  in  the  mean- 
cil  of  his  fubjcAs  :  His  body  is  compofed 
of  the  fame  fubftancc,  the  fame  parts,  and 
I  with 
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th  the  fame  or  greater  infirmities :  His 
ucation  is  generally  worfe,  by  flattery; 
d  idlenefs,  and  luxury,  and  thofe  evil 
fpofitions  that  early  power  is  apt  to  give, 
is  therefore  againft  common  fenfe,  that 
3  private  perfonal  intereft,  or  pleafure, 
Olid  be  put  in  the  balance  with  the  fafe- 

of  millions,  every  one  of  which  is  his 
ual  by  nature,  equal  in  the  fight  of  God, 
ually  capable  of  falvation ;  and  it  is  for 
eir  fakes,  not  his  own,  that  he  is  en- 
iifted  with  the  government  over  them, 
e  hath  as  high  truft  as  can  fafely  be  re- 
>fed  in  one  man,  and,  if  he  difcharge 
as  he  ought,  he  deferves  all  the  honour 
id  duty  that  a  mortal  may  be  allowed 

receive.  His  perfonal  failings  we  have 
idling  to  do  witli,  and  errors  in  govem- 
.ent  are  to  be  imputed  to  his  minifters  inr 
le  ftate.  To  what  height  thofe  errors 
lay  be  fuffered  to  proceed,  is  not  the  bufi- 
efs  of  this  day,  or  this  place,  or  of  my 
mftion,  to  determine.  When  oppreflions 
row  too  great  and  univerfal  to  be  borne, 
aturc  or  neceflity  may  find  a  remedy, 
ut,  if  a  private  perfon  reafonably  expefts 
ardon,  upon  his  amendment,  for  all  faults 
lat  are  not  capital,  it  would  be  an  hard 
^ndition  indeed,  not  to  give  the  fame  al- 
lowance 
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lowance  to  a  Prince ;  who  mull  fee  with 
otiicr  meius  eyes,    and  hear  with   other 
mens  ears,  which  are  often  wilfully  blind 
and  deaf.    Such  was  the  condition  of  the 
MarryT,  and  is  fo,  in  fome  degree,  of  all 
other  princes.    Yet,  this  we  may  juftly  fay 
in  defence  of  the  common  people,  in  all 
civilized  nations,  that  it  muft  be  a  very 
bad  government  indeed,  where  the  body 
of  the  fubjedls  will  not  rather   chufe  to 
live  in  peace   and   obedience,  than   take 
up  arms  on  pretence  of  faults  in  the  admi- 
niflration,    unlefs    where  the  vulgar  arc 
deluded  by  falfe  preachers  to  grow  fond 
of  new  vifions    and  fancies  in    religion, 
which,   managed  by  dextrous  men,   for 
finiilcr  ends  of  malice,  envy  or  ambition, 
have  often  made  whole  nations  run  mad. 
This  was  exac^lly  the  cafe  in  the  whole 
progrcfs  of  that  great  rebellion,  and  the 
murder  of  King  Charles  L ;  but  the  late 
Revolution  under   ihc  Prince  of  Orange 
was  occafioncd  by  a  proceeding  diredtly 
contrary,  the  opprcfilon  and  injiiftice  there 
beginning  from  the  tln'onc.     For  that  un- 
happy Prince,  King  James  II.  did  not  only 
invade  our  laws  and  liberties,  but  would 
have  forced  a  falfe  religion  upon  his  fub- 
jc'Jls,  for  which  he  was  dcfervedly  rcjqfted, 

2  iince 
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^ce  therq  could  he  no  other  remedy 
found,  or  at  leaft  agreed  on.  But,  undcF 
the  bleilQd  Martyr,  the  deluded  peopla 
3Krould  have  forced  many  falfe  religions. 
not  only  on  their  fellow  fubjefts,  but  even 
•upon  their  Sovereign  himfelf,  and  at  the 
ikme  time  invaded  all  his  undoubted 
rights  i  and,  becaufe  he  would  not  com- 
ply, raifed  a  horrid  rebellion,  wherein,  by 
'^e  permiflipn  of  God,  they  prevailed,  an4 
put  theijr  Sovereign  to  de^ith,  like  a  comr 
mon  criminal,  iq.  the  face  pf  th^  world. 
:  Therefore,  thofe  wlio  feem  to  thinlf  they 
.oumot  otl^erwife  j.uftify  the  Ijite  {leyolu^i 
lign,  Jjp4  tlie  ch^ge  pf  the  fuccefHon, 
dian  by  Icflening  the  guilt  of  the  Pufitan§, 
do  i;ertainly  put  the  greateft  affront  imaT 
ginable  upon  the  prefenr  ppwers,  by  fupr 
pofing  ^y  relation,  or  refemblanoe,  be- 
twe*;!^  that  rebellion  and  the  late  Re^plur 
jion5  and,  ^onfequentiy,  that  fhe  prefgiu 
Ipftablifliment  is  tp  be  defended  by  the  fame 
arguments  which  thofe  ufurpei-s  rjaade  ufp 
of,  iJvho,  to  obtain  their  tyranny,  trampled 
under  foot  all  tlie  laws  both  .gf  Ood  and 

iuan» 

.One  great  defign  of  my  difcourfe  was  tp 
give  ypu  ^warning  againft  running  intp 
eitlier  extreme  of  two  bad  opinions,  witlji 
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relation  to  obedience.  As  kings  arc  calfeS 
Gods  upoft  earth,  fo  fotne  would  allow 
them  2A  equal  power  with  God,  ovtr  all 
laws  and  ordinances  ;  and  that  the  liberty; 
and  property,  and  life,  and  religion  x)f  the 
fubje(5t,  depended  wholly  upon  the  breath 
of  the  prince;  which  however,  I  hope, 
was  never  meant  by  thofe  who  pleaded  for 
pallive  obedience.  And.  this  opinion  hath 
not  been  confined  to  that  party  which  wa* 
firft  charged  with  it,  but  hath  fometimei 
gone  over  to  the  other,  to  ferve  many  an 
evil  turn  of  intereft  or  ambitioft,  who  have 
been  as  ready  to  enlarge  prerogative; 
where  they  could  find  their  owA  accaa&f; 
as  the  highcft  maintainers  of  it. 

On  the  other  fide,  fame  look  upon  kingi 
as  anfwcrable  for  every  miftake  or  otcSSr 
fion  in  government,  and  bound  to  ccmiply 
with  tjhie  moft  unreafonable  demaflds  of  an 
imquiet  faftion,  which  was  the  cafe  of 
thofe  who  perfecuted  the  bkfifed  martyr  rf 
this  day  from  his  throne  to  the  fcafibld. 

Between  thefe  two  extremes,  it  is  eafy, 
from  what  hath  been  faid,  to  chufe  a 
middle ;  to  be  good  and  loyal  fubjeifbs,  yet, 
according  to  your  power,  faithful  afleitor* 
of  your  religion  and  liberties.  To  avoid 
all  broachers  and  preachers  of  new-fangled 
5  doiarines 
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do(5h-ines  in  the  church ;  to  be  ftrid  ob* 

ferv^s  of  the  laws,    which  canndt  be 

juftly  taken  from  yoU  without  your  oim 

Confent.    In  Ihort,  to  obey  God  and  the  king^ 

end  meddle  not  lOith  thofe  ivho  are  given  to 

change. 

■  Vthich  thit  you  may  ail  do,  6*<r. 
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p  F     T  H  E 

COURT  and  EMPIRE  of  JAPAN; 

Written  in  mdccxxviii. 

REGOGE  was  the  thirty-fourth  Em* 
peror  of  Japan,  and  began  his  reign 
in  the  year  341  of  the  Chriftian  aera,  fuc^ 
ceeding  to  Nena,  a  Princefs  wlio  governed 
with  great  feUcity,       , 

There  had  been  a  revolution  in  that  cm* 
pire  about  twenty-fix  years  before,  which 
made  fome  breaches  in  the  hereditary  linej 
and  Ri^goge,  fuccefibr  to  Nena,  "^although 
x)f  the  royal  family,  was  a  diJiant  relatioiL 

Tlicre  were  two  violent  parties  in  the 
empire,  which  began  in  the  time  of  the  re- 
volution above-mentioned ;  and,  at  die^ 
death  of  the  Emprefs  Nena,  were  in  thj! 
higheft  degree  of  animofity,  each  chargijig 
the  other  with  a  dcfign  of  introducing  jupw 
Cods,  and  changing  tlie  civil  conftitutiojB, 
The  names  of  thefc  two  parties  were  Hu* 
figes  AXid  Yortes.    The  lattc'r  were  thofe 
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Wllom  Ncna,  |the  late  Emprefs,  moft  favour- 
ed towards  the  end  of  her  reign,  and  by 
wliofc  advice  fhe  governed, 

Tlie  Hufige  fadlion,  eni-aged  at  their  lofs 
of  poAVer,  iAade  private  applications  to  Re- 

'  goge  during  the  life  of  the  Emprefs ;  which 
prevailed  fo  far,  that,  upon  her  death,  the 
new  Emperor  wholly  difgraccd  the  Yortes, 
and  employed  only  the  Hufiges  in  ?ill  his 

•  ifFairs.  The  Japanefe  Author  highly  blames 
his  Imperial  Majefty's  proceeding  in  this 
affair;  becaufc,  it  was  allowed  on  all  hands, 
diat  he  had  then  a  happy  opportunity  of 
reconciling  parties  for  ever  by  a  moderat- 
ing fcheme.  But  he,  on  tlie  contrary,  be- 
gan his  reign  by  openly  difgracing  the 
principal  and  moft  popular  Yortes,  fome  of 
which  had  been  chiefly  inftrumental  in 
raifing  him  to  the  throne.  By  this  mif- 
taken  ftep  he  occafioned  a  rebellion ;  which, 
although  it  were  foon  quelled  by  fome 
very  furprifing  turns  of  fortune,  yet  the 
fear,  whether  real  or  pretended,  of  new 
attempts,  engaged  him  in  fuch  immenfe 
charges,  that,  inftead  of  clearing  any  part 
of  that  prodigious  debt  left  on  his  king- 
dom by  the  former  war,  which  might  have 
been  done  by  any  tolerable  maiiagement, 
in   twelve  years  of   the    moft   profound 

N  3  peace; 
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peace;  he  left  his  empire  leaden  with  \ 
vaft  addition,  to  the  old  incumbrance. 

This  Prince,  before  he  fucceeded  to  the 
empire  of  Japan,  was  King  of  Tedfu,  a 
dominion  feated  on  the  continent,  to  th^ 
weft-fide  of  Japan.  Tedfu  was  the  place 
of  his  birth,  and  more  beloved  by  him 
than  his  new  empire ;  for  there  he  fpcnt 
fome  months  almpft  every  year,  and  thither 
was  fuppofed  to  have  conveyed  great  fuma 
of  money,  favcd  out  of  his  imperial  rc^ 
venues. 

There  were  two  naaritime  towns  of  great 
importance  bordering  upon  Tedfu:  Of  thcfe 
he  purchafed  a  litigated  tide ;  and,  to  fup* 
port  it,  was  forced  not  only  to  entreqcU 
deeply  on  his  Japanefe  revenues,  but  ta 
engage  in  alliances  very  dangerous  to  thQ 
Japanefe  empire. 

Japan  was  at  that  time  a  limited  mo^ 
narchy,  wliich  fome  authors  are  of  opi- 
nion was  introduced  there  by  a  detadli- 
ment  from  the  numerous  army  of  Brexh 
nus,  who  ravaged  a  great  part  of  Afia^ 
and,  thofe  of  them  who  fixed  in  Japan,  left 
behind  them  that  kind  of  military  inititu-' 
tion,  \vhich  the  northern  people,  in  enfuio^ 
figes,  carried  through  moft  parts  of  Europei 
(he  generals  becoming  lings,  the  great 
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oflicers  ^  fenate  of  nobks,  with  a  reprefcn- 

t^tive  from  every  ceptenary  of  private  fol- 
*  diers ;  and,  in  the  aflent  of  tlie  majority  in 
I  thefe  two  bodies,  cqnfirnjcd  by  tl^e  general, 

t^e  legiflature  confifted. 
■       I  need  not  farther  explain  a  matter  fo 

imiverfally  known  i  but  return  to  my  fub- 

:  The  Hufige  faftion,  by  a  grofs  piece  of 
negligence  in  the  Ypirtes,  had  fo  far  infi-^ 
.nuated  themfclves  anc}  their  opinions  into 
the  favour  of  Regoge  before  he  c^me  to 
Uic  empire^  that  this  ftrince  firmly  be- 
lieved them  to  be  his  cpily  true  friends, 
stud  the  others  his  mortal  enemies.  By 
this  opinion  he  gove^fied  all  the  actions  of 
his  reign. 

I  .The  Emperor  died  fuddenly,  in  his  jour- 
ney to  Tedfu;  where,  according  to  his 
ufual  cuftoiQi  he  was  going  to  pafs  the 
iumxiier.. 

This  Prince,  during  liis  whole  reign,  con- 
tinued ai>  abfolute  ftranger  to  the  lan- 
^^uaige,  the  manners,  the  laws,  and  the 
xeKgion  of  Japan;  and,  pafling  his  whole 
time  among  old  miftreiles,  or  a  few 
privados,  left  the  whole  ipianagement  of 
die  empire  in  the  hands  of  a  minifter, 
upon  the  cpndition  of  being  made  eafy 

N  4  in 
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ill  his  perfonal  revenues,  and  thcS  Mft^ 
nagerhent  of  parties  ih  the  fertatc.  His 
laft  Minifter,  who  governed  in  tile  Moft 
arbitrary  manner  for  feveral  years,  he  tral 
thought  to  hate  more  tlian  he  did  any  dthet 
perfoh  iii  Jap^,  except  his  ohly  (oh,  the 
heii-  to  the  empire.  Th€  diflikci  he  bort 
to  the  former  was,  becaufe  the  miniftcri 
undfer  pf  etfcnce  that  he  cbuld  nOt  govem  the 
fenate  without  difpofing  of  employmentt 
ainong  them,  wt)uld  not  fufFer  his  mailer 
tb  6blige  one  fingle  perfoh,  but  difpofed 
cf  ill  fed  his  own  relitions  and  dependents. 
But;  as  to  that  continued  and  vknlcni 
hatred  he  bore  to  thfc  Prince  his  fbii,  Ixoitt 
tHfe  begiilnihg  of  his  reign  td  his  death,  the 
Hiftorian  hath  not  accounted  for  it,  further 
thdii  by  Various  cdnjcdhircs,  which  do 
hot  defeiVe  to  be  related. 

TOe  miliiftgf  abbvlS  tneniioned  wis  cJf  t 
family  not  contemptible,  had  been  early 
t  fenator,  and  from  his  yoilth  a  mortal 
Chchiy  'tb  the  Yortes.  He  had  been  for- 
rheirly  difgraced  in  the  fenate,  for  fome 
frauds  in  the  management  of  a  public  truft. 
He  wis  perfectly  Ikilled,  by  long  {^ra^ice^ 
iri  tile  fenatorial  forms ;  ahd  dextrotis  in 
the  pUrchlfiiig  of  Votes,  from  thofe  who 
feould  find  their  accouftts  better  in  com'* 

plying 
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j)lying  with  his  meaftires,  than  they 
could  pft)bably  lofe  by  any  tax  that  might 
be  chafged  on  the  kingdom.  He  fcemed 
to  fail,  in  poiiit  of  poHcy,  by  not  conceal*- 
ing  his  gettings,  never  fcrupling  openly 
t6  lay  but  Vift  ftims  of  money  in  paintings^ 
buildings,  and  purchafing  eftates;  wheii 
it  was  known,  that,  upon  his  firft  coming 
iiito  buiinefs,  upon  the  death  of  the  Em- 
prefs  Nena,  his  fortune  was  but  inconfi- 
.  derable.  He  had  the  rnoft  boldnefs,  and  the 
leaft  magnanimity  that  ever  any  mortal 
was  endowed  with.  By  enriching  his  re- 
lations, friends,  and  dependants,  in  a  moft 
exorbitant  manner,  he  was  weak  enough 
to  imagine  that  he  had  provided  a  fup- 
port  againft  an  evil  day.  He  had  the 
beft  among  iaill  falfe  appearances  bf  cou- 
rage, which  was  a  moft  unlimited  af- 
furance,  whereby  he  would  fwagger  the 
boldcft  men  into  a  dread  of  his  power, 
but  had  not  the  fmalleft  portion  of 
magnanimity,  growing  jealous,  and  dif- 
gracing  every  man,  who  was  kno^^/vn  to 
bear  die  leaft  civility  to  thofe  he  dif- 
liked.  He  had  fome  fmall  fmattering  in 
books,  but  no  manner  of  pblitenefs  ;  nor 
in  his  whole  life,  was  ever  known  to  ad* 
Vance  any  one  perfon,  upon  the  fcore  of 


wit, 
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wit,  leanung,  or  abilities  for  bufiae&. 
The  whole  fyftem  of  his  miniftry  was  cor- 
ruption ;  and  he  never  g^ve  bribe  or  pen- 
fioBk,  witlwut  frankly  telling  the  receivers 
vfhiit,  he  e?pe<fted  from  them,  and  threah 
ning  theiB^  K>  put  an  end  to  his  bounty, 
if  they  fsuled  to  comply  in  every  circum- 
A^j^e. 

A  few  mojiths  before  the  Emperor's  deadi, 
there  was  «  defign  concerted  between  fome 
cjninent  perfons  of  both  parties,  whom  the 
defper^te  fbtte  of  the  empire  had  united,  to 
accufe  the  minifter  at  the  firft  meeting  of 
s^,  aew  chofen  fenate,  which  was.  then  to 
a0emble  according  to  the  laws  of  that  em- 
pire. And  it  was  believed,  that  the  vaft  exr 
pence  he  muft  be  at  in  chufing  an  aflembly 
proper  for  his  pui^fe,  added  to  the  low 
i^te  of  the  treafury,  the  encreafing  num- 
ber of  penConers,  die  great  difcontent  oi 
i;h£  people,  and  the  perfonal  hatred  of  the 
Emperor;  would,  if  well  laid  open  in  the 
Senate,  be  of  weight  enough  to  fink  the 
minifter,  when  it  ihould  appear  to  his  very 
peniioners  and  creatures  that  he  could  not 
fupply  them  much  longer. 

While  this  £cheme  was  in  agitation,  an 
account  came  of  the  £mperor's  death,  and 

the 
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die  Prince  his  fon,  "wiU>  imiverfi^  joy, 
mQUQted  the  chroae  of  Japan. 

The  new  Epj-peror  Itad  always  lived  a 
private  life,  during  the  reign  of  his  father;, 
N9>ho,  in  fai&^%n\^  ab^nice,  ^ever  tmfted 
him.more  than,  once  with  the  reins  of  go*. 
vemment,  which  he  hel^  fo  evenly  that  he 
became  too  pojpular  to  be  confided  in  any 
XQore.  He  was  thought  not  unfavourable 
to  the  Yones,  at  le^  iij^t  altogether  to 
appfove  the  virujience  wl>ej;ewith  his  fa- 
ther  proce^je4  againft  (hieiEi  {  and  tliere-> 
for?,  immediately  ijpoo  Iw  fucceffion,  the. 
principal  pei^'pn^  of  th%t  denommation 
came,  ia  feveral  bodies^  tQ  kifs  the  heiq, 
of  his  garmex^t,  whom  he  received  with 
g^at  courtefy»  and  Cooje  of  them  with 
particular  9i£^s  of  dif^indtion. 

The  Prince,  during  the  reign  of  his  £i-« 
dier,  having  not  been  trufted  with  any 
public  charge,  employed  his  leifure  ia 
fesuming  the  language,  the  religion,  the 
Cuftoms,  and  difpofition  of  the  Japanefej 
wherein  he  received  great  information, 
among  others,  frcxn  Nomptoc,  mafter  of 
his  finances,  and  prefident  of  the  fcnate, 
who  fccretly  hated  Lelop-Aw,  the  miniiler; 
and  likewife  from  Ramneh,  a  moft  emi* 
pexu  fenator  J  who,  dcfpairing  to  do  any 

good 
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good  with  the  father,  had,  with  great  id* 
duftry,  fkill,  and  decency,  ufed  his  endea- 
vour to  inftil  gdod  principles  into  the 
young  Ptince. 

Upon  the  liews  of  the  forttier  EniJ>cror*$ 
death,  a  grind  coiincil  was  fumihoned  of 
coutfe,  where  little  paflfed  befides  dii*efting 
the  ceremony  of  proclaiming  the  Succeflbr. 
But,  in  foine  days  after,  the  new  Emperor 
having  cOiifulted  with  thofc  peffcAs  in 
whom  he  could'  chiefly  Confide,  atid  ma- 
turely confidered  in  his  own  mind  the  pre- 
fent  date  of  his  affairs,  as  well  as  the 
difpofition  of  his  people,  convoked  ano- 
ther aflembly  of  his  cduncil ;  wherein,  af* 
ter  fome  time  fpent  in  gefteral  bufinefs, 
fuitable  to  the  prefent  emergency,  he  di* 
re<5led  Lelop-Aw  to  give  him,  in  as  (hort 
terms  as  he  conveniently  could,  an  account 
of  the  nation's  debts,  of  his  management 
in  the  fenate,  and  his  negotiations  with  fb* 
reign  courts :  Which  that  minifter  having 
delivered,  according  to  his  ufual  manner, 
with  much  afTurance  and  little  fatisfadtion, 
the  Emperor  defired  to  be  fully  fatisficd  in 
the  following  particulars. 

Whether  the  vaft  expence  of  chufing  fuch 
members  into  the  fenate,  as  would  be  con- 
tent 
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tent  to  do  the  public  bufinefs,  were  ablcH 
lutely  neceilgry  f 

Whether  thofe  members,  tlljfs  chofen 
in,  woxJd  crofs  and  impede  the  neceflary 
cojirfe  of  affairs,  ynlefs  they  were  fupplied 
with  great  fums  gf  money,  and  continued 
pepiioiis  ? 

.  Whether  ih^  fajne  corruption  apd  per^? 
yerfenefs  were  to  be  expefted  from  th^ 
Nobles  i 

Whether  the  empire  of  Japan  were  in  fo 
low  a  condition,  that  the  imperial  envoys^ 
at  fprei^  courts,  jnuft  be  forced  to  purr 
chafe  alliances,  or  prevent  a  w^r  by  inir 
menfe  bribes,  given  to  the  minifters  of  ail 
the  neighbouring  Princes  ? 

Why  the  debts  of  the  empire  were  fo 
prodigioufly  advanced,  in  a  peace  of  twejve 
years  at  home  and  abroad  ? 

Whether  the  Yortes  were  univerfally 
Cinemies  to  the  religion  and  laws  of  the 
'Empire,  and  tp  the  Imperial  F.amily  now 
reigning? 

Whether  thofe  perfons,  whofe  revenues 
confift  in  lands,  do  not  give  ftirer  pledges 
^f  fidelity  tp  thp  public,  and  are  more  in^ 
ijerefted  in  the  welfare  of  the  empire,  tha^ 
/Others  yrjiofp  fortune?  cpnlift  only  in  mo^ 

Mi 


And  becaufe  Lelop-Aw,  for  fevcral  yeart 
paft,  'had  engrofled  the  whc^te  adiiumftnt^ 
tion,  the  fimpetor  fignified,  ^^t  from  him 
alotite  he  expe<5bed  an  anfwet. 

Thi«  miniftet,  "vfrho  hadfagacityfenottgh 
to  ctiitivate  an  inteteft  m  the  young  lYiiicfe'* 
family,  during  the  late  Emperor*s  life,  Te» 
fceived  eariy  intelligente  ifrotti  onfe  of  liis 
cmiffaries  of  \«^iat  was  intended  at  At 
council,  and  had  fufficient  time  to  frstht 
tis  J>laufible  an  anfwner  as  his  caulfe  and  ton- 
du£t  tvOuld  allow.  HoweTtt,  ^having  de» 
iGflred  a  ftw  minutes  to  put  his  thoughts  iii 
order,  he  delivered  them  in  the  fotio^diig 
inanner. 

Vpon  this  (hon  utiexpe^ed  warning,  td 
anfwer  your  Imperial  Majefty^s  queries  1 
fiiould  be  wholly  at  alofs,  in  your  MajeAy's 
augull  prefence,  and  that  of  this  moft  noble 
aflembly,  if  I  wel-e  armed  with  a  weaker 
defence  than  my  own  loyalty  and  ilite- 
grity,  and  the  profperous  fuccefs  of  my 
endeavours. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  death  of  the 
Emprefs  Nena  happened  in  a  moft  miracu- 
lous junAiirc  j  and  that,  if  ihe  had  lived 
two  months  longer,  your  illuftrious  fanftily 

would 
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"WKnild  have  bfeen  (feprivcd  of  your  rigliti 
and  we  fhould  have  {ctn  ah  laTuiper  yxpoti 
your  throne,    who  wotlld   have  wholly 
changed  the  conftitution  of  this  empire^ 
both  civil  and  facred  ;  and  although  that 
Emprefs  died  in  a  moft  opiXMtune  feafon4 
yet  the  peaceable  entrance  of  your  Majef* 
ty*s  father  was  effedted  by  ia  continual  fe* 
^ics  of  miracles.  The  truth  xrf  this  appears 
by  that  unnatural  rebellion  Which  the  Yor- 
tes  raifed,  without  the  leaft  ipirovocation; 
in  the  firft  year  of  the  late  Emperor's  reigfl^ 
which  may  be  fufficient  to  convince  your 
Majefty,  that  every  foml  of  that  denomina^ 
tion  was,  is,  and  will  be  for  ever,  a  favourer 
of  the  Pretender,  a  moxtal  enemy  to  your 
illuftrious  family,  and  an  introducer  of 
new  Gods  into  the  empire.  Upon  this  foun^ 
dation  was  built  the  whole  conduft  of  our 
afiairs ;  and,  fince  a  gi^eat  majority  of  the 
kingdom  was  at  that  time  reckoned  to  fa>- 
v6\iT  the  Yortes  fedlion,  who,  in  the  i-egu^ 
her  courfe  of  eleftions,  Inuft  certainly  bfe 
chofen  members  of  the  fenate  then  to  be 
•convoked ;  it  was  neceflary,  by  the  forcfe 
X)f  money,  to  influence  eledtions  in  fucfe 
Aiftanner,  that  your  Majefly's  father  might 
-have  a  fuflScient  number  to  weigh  down 
the  fcale  on  his  fide,  and  thereby  carry  on 

thofe 
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thofe  meafures  which  could  only  fecune 
him  and  his  family  in  the  pbfleflion  of 
the  empire.  To  fupport  this  original  plan 
I  came  into  the  fervice :  But  the  members 
of  the  fenate,  knowing  themfelves  every 
day  more  necellary,  upon  the  chufing  of 
a  new  fenate,  I  foimd  the  charges  to  enr 
creafe  ;  and  diat,  after  they  were  chofen, 
they  ipfifted  upon  an  increafe  of  their  pern 
fions }  becaufe  they  well  knew  that  the 
work  could  not  be  carried  oix  without 
them :  And  I  was  more  general  in  my 
dcmatives,  becaufe  I  thought  it  was  more 
for  the  honoiu:  of  the  crown,  that  every 
vote  fhould  pafs  without  a  divilion ;  and 
that,  when  a  debate  was  propofed,  it  fhould 
immediately  be  .quaflied,  by  puttLqig  the 
queftion. 

Sir,  The  date  of  the  prefent  fenate  is 
expired,  and  your  Imperial  Majcfty  is  now 
to  convoke  a  new  one  ;  which,  I  confeft, 
will  be  fomewhat  more  cxpenilve  clian  the 
laft,  becaufe  the  Yortc3,  from  your  favouTr 
able  reception,  have  begun  to  reafTume  a 
fpirit  whereof  the  country  had  feme  intelr 
iigcnce ;  and  we  know  the  majority  of 
tlie  people,  withojit  proper  managcmenj^ 
iwould  be  lUll  in  that  fatal  imereft.  Howr 
^ef,  I  4?re  undertake,  wi^li  xhs,  xrhiirge 

pnlj 


>&3y  o£  four  hundred  tlioiUand  ipra^gs  *, 
Q  return  »8  ©:;«>*  a  majority  of  fe»»?or4of 
lijQ  trqe  jta]if}»  as  your Majefty  can.defire. 
\»  to  tibse  fuseis  of  miakiey  paid  in  foreign 
:Qun3,  I  h^e,;  in  fome- years,  to.  eafe  the 
lation  ofihem,  vheiL-vre  and  ous  neigh- 
loura  convQ  to  a  ^ood  undeifianding. 
HEbwever;  I  will  he  hold  to  fay,  they  arc 
Cheaper  than  a  jwar,  inhere  your  Majefty  is 
»  he  a  principal.  .; 

The  peniions,  indeed;  to  fenatars  and 
>^er  per6>ns,  xauft  xueeds  increafe,  from 
iic  reftivenefs  of  fon^e,  and  fcn^pUlous 
tuiuure  of  others ;  and  the  new  mensibera, 
»vho  are  unpra&ifed,  muA  have  better  en- 
oouragemesut.  Howerer,  I  dare  undertake 
CO  bring  the  eventual  chsurge  vvithin 
tight  hundce4  dioufahd  fprangs.  But,  to 
make  this  eafy,  there  ihall  be  new  funds 
Qfcifed,  of  which  I  have  feveral  fcl^emes 
ready,  without  taxing  bread  or  flefh>  which 
(hall  be  referred  to  more  prel^ng  occa* 
Sons. 

YowM9jefty  knows  it  is  the  laudable  cuf- 
loxQ  of  aU  laftem  princes,  to  leave  the  whole 
management  of  affairs,  both  civil  and  mi« 

*  About  a  milium  Staling.  ,      ' 
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litary,  to  their  Vifirs.  Tlie  appointments 
for  your  family,  and  private  purfe,  (hall 
exceed  thofe  of  your,  predecdfors:  You 
ftiall  be  at  no  trouble,  further  than  to  ap- 
pear  fometimes  in -council,  and  leave  the 
reft  to  me :  You  fliall  hear  no  clamour  or 
complauits:  Your  fenate  Ihall,  upon  occa- 
fions,  declare  you  the  beft  of  princes,  the 
father  of  your  country,  the  arbiter  of  Alia, 
the  defender  of  the  oppreffed,  and  the  dfr 
light  of  mankind.  - 

Sir,  Hear  not  thofe  wlio  would  m<^ 
falfely,  impioufly,  and  maUcioiifly  int 
nuate,  that  your  government  can  be  caf" 
ried  on  without  that  wholefomc;  neceflSuy 
expedient,  of  Iharing  the  public  revenue 
with  your  faithful  deferving  fenators.  ThiSi 
I  know,  my  enemies  are  plcafed  to  call 
bribery  and  corruption.  Be  it  fo:  But  I 
infift,  that,  without  this  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption, the  wheels  of  government  wiU 
*not  turn,  or  at  leaft  will  be  apt  to  take 
lire,  like  other  wheels,  unlefs  they  be 
•greafed  at  proper  times.  If  an  angel  from 
heaven  fliould  defcend,  to  govern  this  em- 
pire upon  any  otlier  fcheme  than  what  our 
enemies  call  corruption,  he  muft  return 
from  whence  he  came,  and  leave  the  work 
undone. 

Sir, 
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•  Sir,  It  is  well  known  we  are  a  trad- 
ing-nation, and  confequently  cannot  thrive 
in  a  bargain  where  nothing  is  to.  ;be 
gaijQed  The  poor  ekdtors,  who  run  from 
their  fhops,  or.  the  plough,,  for  the  fervice 
of  their  country,  are  they; not  to  be  con- 
fidered  for  their  labour  and  their  loyalty  ? 
The  candidates,  who,  with  the  hazacrd  of  • 
their  perfohs,  the  lofe  of  their  charaAers, 
and  the  ruin.ofitheir  fortunes,  are  preferred 
to  the  fenate,  in  a  country  where  they  are 
llrangers,  before  the  very  lords  of  the  foil ; 
are  they  not  to  be  rewarded  for  their  zeal 
to  your  Majefty's  fervice,  and  qualified  to 
live  in  your  metropolis  as  becomes  the 
luflxe  of  their  ftations  ? 

Sir,  If  I  have  given  great  numbers  of 
the  mofl  profitable  employments  among 
my  own  relations  and  neateft  allies,  it  was 
not-  out  of  any  partiality,  but  becaufe  I 
know  theni  beft,  and  can  beft  depend  up- 
on them.  I  have  been  at  the  pains  to 
mould  and  cultivate  their  opinions.  Abler 
heads  might  probably  have  been  found, 
but  they  would  riot  be  equally  under  my 
direftion.  A  huntfman,  who  hath  the  ab- 
folute  command  of  his  dogs,  will  hunt 
more  efFeftually  than  with  a  better  pack, 
to  whofe  manner  and  cry  he  is  a  ftranger, 

O  z  Sir, 
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Sir,  Upon  the  whole,  I  will  appeal  to 
all  thofe  who  beft  knew  your  royal  father, 
whether  that  blefled  monarch  had  ever  one 
anxious  thought  for  the  public,  or  difap- 
pointment,  or  uneafinefs,  or  want  of  nKmey 
for  all  his  occa£ons^  during  the  time  of  my 
admihiftration  ?  And,  how  liappy  the 
people  confefled  themfelves^  to  be  under 
fuch  a  king,  I  leave  to  their  own  nu- 
merous addreiles ;  which  all  politicians 
will  allow  to  be  the  moft  infallible  proof 
how  any  natioix  ilands  affcAed  to  their 
fovereign. 

Lelop-Aw,  having  ended  his  fpeech  and 
fkuck  his  forehead  thrice  againft  the  taUe, 
as  the  cuftom  is  in  Japan,  fate  down  widi 
great  complacency  of  mind,  and  miidi 
applaufe  of  his  adherents,  as  might  be 
obferved  by  their  countenances  and  didr 
whifpers.  But  the  Emperor's  behaviour 
was  remarkable ;  for,  during  the  whok 
harangue,  he  appeared  equally  attentite 
and  uneafy.  After  a  fhort  pa\xfe,  his  Ma- 
jefty  commanded  that  fome  other  coun- 
fellor  fliould  deliver  his  thoughts,  either 
to  confirm  or  objeft  againft  what  had  been 
fpoken  by  Lelop-Aw. 

A    L  ET^ 
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WRITER  of  the  Occasional  Papbr. 
[Vide  the  Craftsman,  1727,] 

SIR, 

ALTHOUGH,  in  one  of  your  Papers,  you 
declare  an  intention  of  turning  them, 
during  the  dead  feafon  of  the  year,  into 
Accounts  of  domeftic  and  foreign  intelli- 
gence I  yet  I  think  we,  your  correfpon- 
dents,  ihould  not  underftand  your  mean- 
ing fo  literally,  as  if  you  intended  to  reje<Sl 
tofefting  ally  other  paper,  which  might 
-Ittobably  ^e  ufeful  for  the  public.  Neither, 
Sttdeed,  am  I  fully  convinced  that  this  new 
courfe  you  refolve  to  take  will  render  yoU 
T^enott  fecure  than  your  former  laudable 
f^HOuStiCt,  of  inferting  fuch  fpeculations  as 
were  fent  you  by  feveral  well-wifliers  to 
the  good  of  the'  kingdom ;  howeva*  grat- 
ing fuch  notices  might  be  to  fome,  who 
wanted  neither  power  nor  inclination  to 
jrffent  them  at  your  coft.    For,  fince  there 
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is  a  dire<ft  law  againft  fpreading  falfe 
news,  if  you  Ihould  venture  to  tell  us  in 
one  of  the  Craftfmen  that  the  Dey  of 
Algiers  had  got  the  tooth-ach,  or  the  King 
of  Bantam  had  taken  a  purge,  and  the  fads 
Ihould  be  contradidted  in  fucceeding  pac- 
quets  ;  I  do  not  fee  what  plea  you  could 
offer  to  avoid  the  utmoft  penalty  of  the 
law,  becaufe  you  are  not  fuppofed  to  be 
very  gracious  among  thofe  who  are  moft 
able  to  hurt  you. 

Befides,  as  I  take  your  intentions  to  be 
fmcerely  meant  for  the  public  fervice,  fo 
your  original  method  of  entertaining  and 
inftrudling  us  will  be  more  general  and 
more  ufeful  in  this  feafon-of  the  year, 
when  people  are  retired  to  amufements 
more  cool,  more  innocent,  and  much  inore 
reafonablc  than  thofe  they  have  left ;  when 
their  paflions  are  fubfided  or  fufpended; 
when  they  have  no  occafions  of  inflaming 
themfelvcs,  or  ;each  other;  .where  they 
will  have  opportunities  of  hearing  conir 
mon  JTenfc,  everyday  in  the  week,  from 
their  tenants  or  neighbouring  farmer8,iuid 
thereby  be  qua^lificd,  in  houra  of  rain,  or 
leifure,  to  read  ^nd  confider  the  advice  or 
information  you  fliaU  fend  them. 

Another 
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Another  weighty  reafon  why  you  fhoirld 
lot  alter  your  manner  of  writing,  by 
Iwindling  to  a  news-monger,  is  becaufe 
here  is  no-fufpenfion  of  arms  agreed  on 
>etween  you  and  your  adverfaries,  who 
ight  with  a  fort  of  weapons  which  have 
wo  wonderful  qualities,  that  th^y  are  ne- 
rer  to  be  worn  out,  and  are  bell  wielded  by 
he  weakeft  hands,  and  which  the  poverty 
rf  our  language  forceth  me  to  call  by  the 
rite  appellations  of  Scurrility,  Slander,  and 
3illingfgate.  I  am  far  from  thinking  that 
hefe  gentlemen,  or  rather  their  employers, 
for  the  operators  themfclves  are  tea  ob- 
jure to  be  gueffed  at)  ihould  be  anfwered 
ifter  their  own  way,  although  it  were  pof- 
Lble  to  drag  them  out  of  their  obfcurity ; 
>ut  I  wifh  you  would  enquire  what  real 
ife  fuch  a  condudl  is  ta  the  caufe  they 
lave  been  fo  largely  paid  to  defend.  The 
luthor  of  the  three  firft  Occafional  Letters, 
I  perfon  altogether  unknown,  hath  been 
iiought  to  glance  (for  what  reafons  he 
>efl  knows)  at  fome  public  proceedings, 
IS  if  they  were  not  agreeable  to  his  private 
>pinions.  In  anfwer  to  this,  the  pam- 
>hleteers  retained  on  the  other  fide  are  in- 
truded by  their  fuperiors,  to  fingle  out  an 
Ldverfary  whofe  abilities  they  mofl  have 
O  4  reafon 
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rcafon  to  apprehend,  and  to  load  himfelf, 
his  family,  and  friends,  with  all  the  info.- 
my  that  a  perpetual  converfation  in  Bride- 
well, Newgate,  and  the  ftews  could  fomifh 
them ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  fo  very  \m> 
luckily,  that  the  moft  diilinguiihing  pam 
of  their  charaders  ftrike  diredtly  in  the 
face  of  their  benefeAor,  whofe  idea  j*fc» 
fenting  itfelf  along  with  his  guineas  pw« 
petually  to  their  imagination,  occafic^ed 
this  defperate  blunder. 

Butj  allowing  this  heap  of  flander  to  be 
truth,  and  applied  to  the  proper  perfoai 
what  is  to  be  the  confequence  ?  Are  ouf 
public  debts  to  be  the  fooner  paid  j  die 
corruptions  that  author  complains  of  ID 
be  the  fooner  cured ;  an  honouraUe 
peace,  or  a  glorious  war  the  more  likely 
to  enfue  j  trade  to  flouriih ;  the  ORteA 
company  to  be  demoliihed  $  Gibraltar  and 
Port-Mahon  left  entire  in  our  pofleflion } 
the  balance  of  Europe  to  be  preferred; 
the  malignity  of  parties  to  be  for  ever  at 
an  end  $  none  but  perfons  of  merit,  virto^ 
genius,  and  learning  to  be  enconraged^ 
I  alk  whether  any  of  thefe  eflPefts  will  fol- 
low upon  the  publication  of  this  authdr't 
libel,  even  fuppofing  he  could  prove  eveiy 
fyllable  of  it  to  be  true  ? 

At 
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At  the  Tame  time,  I  am  well  ai^^d,  that 
the  only  Tti&jn  of  afcribiftg  thofe  papers 
to  a  particular  perfon,  is  buUt  upon  the  ifi'^ 
fOrmatiim  of  a  certain  pragmatical  fpy  of 
quality,  well  Imown  to  a<^  in  thAt  capa« 
6ity  by  thofe  Into  whofe  company  he  infi- 
nuates  himfelf )  a  fon  of  perfons  who,  al- 
though witho'ttt  much  love,  cfteem,  or 
dread  of  peoplfe  in  prcfent  power,  yet  have 
too  much  common  prudence  to  fpeak  their 
thoughts  with  freedom  before  fuch  an  in- 
truder; who,  therefore,  impofes  grofsly 
upon  his  mafters,  if  he  makes  them  pay 
for  any  thing  but  lids  own  conjeftutes. 

It  is  a  grievous  miftake  in  a  great  mi- 
fiifler  to  negleft  or  defpife,  much  mote  to 
jlnitate  men  of  genius  and  learning.  I 
have  heard  one  of  the  wifeft  perfons  in  my 
&ne  obferve,  that  an  adminiilration  was 
to  be  known  and  judged  by  the  talents  of 
thofe  who  appeared  their  advocates  in 
print.  This  I  muft  never  allow  to  be  a 
general  rule;  yet  I  cannot  but  think  it 
prodigioufly  unfortimate,  that,  among  the 
iuifwerers,  defenders,  repliers,  and  pane- 
gyrifls,  ftarted  up  in  defence  of  prefent 
perfons  and  proceedings,  there  hath  not 
yet  arifen  one  whofe  labours  we  can  read 
with  patience,  however  we  may  applaud 
4  their 
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their  loyalty  and  good-will..  And  all  this 
with  the  advantages  of  conflant  ready  pay, 
of  natural  and  acquired  venom,  and  a 
grant  of  the  whole  fund  of  ilander,  to 
range  over  and.^iot  in  as  they  pleafe*       > 

On  the  other  fide,  a  turbulent  ^writer  of 
Occafional  Letters,  and  other  vexatious  pa- 
pers, in  conjundlion  perhaps  with  one  oc 
two  friends  as  bad  as  himfelf ,  is  able  ta 
difconcert,  teaze,  and  foiu*  us  whenever  he 
thinks  fit,  merely  by  the  ftrength  of  genius 
and  truth  •,  and  after  fo  dextrous  a  man- 
ner^ that,  when  we  are  vexed  to  the  foul, 
and  well  know  the  reafons  why  we  are  fo^ 
we  are  alhamed  to  own  the  firll,  and  can- 
yiot  teU  how  to  exprefs  the  odier.  In  a  word, 
it  feems  to  me  that  all  the  writers  are  on 
one  fide,  and  all  the  railers  on  the  other. 

However,  I  do  not  pretend  to  aflert,  that 
it  is  impoflible  for  an  ill  minifter  to  find 
men  of  wit  who  may  be  drawn,  by  a  very 
valuable  confideration,  to  undertake  his 
defence  ;  but  the  misfortune  is,  that  the 
heads  of  fuch  writers  rebel  againft  their 
hearts  ;  their  genius  forfakes  tliem,  when 
they  would  ofier  to  proflitute  it  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  injuftice,  corruption,  party-rage, 
and  falfe  reprefentations  of  things  and 
pcrfons* 

And 
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'  And  this  is  the  beft  argument  I  can  of- 
fer in  defence  of  great  men,  who  have 
been  of  late  fo  very  unhappy  in  the  choice 
of  their  paper-champions  j  although  I  can- 
not much  commend  their  good  hufbandry, 
in  thofe  excwrbitant  payments  of  twenty- 
and  fixty  guineas  at  a  time  for  a  fcurvy 
pamphlet ;  fince  the  fort  of  work  they  re- 
quire is  what  will  all  come  within  the  ta- 
lents of  any  one  who  hath-  enjoyed  the 
happinefs  of  a  very  bad  education,  hath 
kept  the  vileft  company,  is  endowed  with 
a  fervile  fpirit,  is  mafter  of  an  empty  purfe^ 
and  a  heart  full  of  malice. 

But,  to  fpeak  the  truth  in  fobemefs ;  it 
fliould  feem  a  little  hard,  fince  the  old 
Whiggifti  principle  hath  been  recalled  of 
Handing  up  for  the  libeity  of  the  prefs,  to 
a  degree  that  no  man,  for  feveral  years 
paft,  durft  venture  out  a  thought  which 
did  not  fquare  to  a  point  with  the  maxims 
and  praftices  that  then  prevailed  :  I  fay, 
it  is  a  little  hard  that  the  vileft  merce- 
naries fliould  be  countenanced,  preferred, 
rewarded,  for  difcharging  their  brutalities 
againft  men  of  honour,  only  upon  a  bare 
conjedlure. 

If  it  fliould  happen  tliat  thefe  profligates 
have  attacked  an.  innocent  perfon,  I  aflc 

what 
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what  fatie^aK^on  can  their  hirers  give  in 
retuin  ?  Not  all  the  wealth  raked  together 
by  the  moft  corrupt  rapacious  Ainifien, 
in  the  longeft  courfe  of  unlimited  po^Krer, 
would  be  fufficient  to  atone  £<»  die  hun- 
dredth part  of  fuch  an  injujr^. 

In  the  cotkimpn  way  of  thitiking,  it  is  a 
iituation  fufficient  in  all  confcience  id  &• 
tisfy  a  reafonable  ambition,  for  a  private 
peribn^  to  command  the  lawsj  the  forces, 
the  revenues  of  a  great  kingdom,  to  re* 
ward  and  advance  his  followers  and  fiat- 
terers  as  he  pleafes,  and  to  keep  his  ene- 
mies (real  or  imaginary)  in  the  dufi^  In 
fuch  an  exaltation,  why  fhould  he  be  at 
the  trouble  to  make  ufe  of  fools  to  found 
his  praifesj  (becaufe  I  alway$  tholighc  dx 
lion  was  hard  fet,  when  he  chofe  die  afi 
for  his  trumpeter)  or  knaves  to  revenge 
his  quarrels,  at  the  expence  of  innocent 
metis  reputations  ? 

With  all  thofe  advantages,  I  cannot  kt 
why  perfons,  in  the  height  of  po\jrec, 
fhould  be  under  the  leail  concern  oii  ac* 
count  of  their  reputation,  for  whi<^h  they 
have  no  manner  of  ufe ;  or  to  ruin  th&t  of 
others,  which  may  perhaps  be  the  only 
pofleiiion  their  enemies  have  left  them. 
Suppofing  times  of  corruption,  which  I  am 

very 
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very  far  from  46ing,  if  a  writer  difplays 
them  in  their^p3POper  colours,  does  he  do  any 
thing  worfe  than  fending  cfuftomeFS  to  the 
ihop  i  Here  only,  at  the  figti  of  the  Brazen 
Head,  are  to  be  fold  places  and  peniions: 
beware  of  counterfeits,  and  take  care  of 
Xniftaking  thq  door. 

For  my  own  part,  I  think  it'  very  linne- 
cejQ&ry  to  give  the  c^acadl^  of  a  great  m\- 
.  xiiAcr  in  the  fulnefs  of  his  power,  becaufe 
^  it  is  a  thing  that  naturally  does  itfelf,  and  is 
obvious  to  the  eyes  of  all  mankind ;  for 
his  perfonal  qualities  are  all  derived  into 
the  moft  minute  parts  of  his  adminiftra- 
tion.  If  this  be  juft,  prudent,  regular,  im- 
partial, intent  upon  the  public  good,  pre- 
pared for  prefent  exigencies,  and  provi- 
dent of  the  future  J  fuch  is  the  direftor 
himfelf  in  his  private  capacity :  If  it  be  ra- 
pacious, infolent,  partial,  palliating  long 
and  deep  difeafes  of  the  public  with  em- 
pirical remedies,  falfe,  difguifed,  impu- 
dent, malicious,  revengeful ;  you  Ihall  in- 
fallibly find  the  private  life  of  the  con- 
duftor  to  anfwer  in  every  point ;  nay^  what 
is  more,  every  twinge  of  the  gout  or  gra-t 
vel  will  be  felt  in  their  confequences  by 
the  community:  As  the  thief-catcher, upon 
viewing  a  houfe  broke  open,  could  imme- 
diately 
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diately  dillinguifli,  from  the  manner  of  the 
worfcmanlhip,  l>y  .what  hand-it  was  done. 
It  is  hard  tOjfprm:  a  maxim  againll  which 
an  exception  is^not  ready  to  ftart  up :  So, 
in  the   prefent  cafe,  where  the  minifter 

'^grows  enorraoufly  rich,  the  public  is  prd- 
portionably  poor ;  as, .  in  a,  private  familj, 

.the,fteward  always  thrives  the  faileft  when 

.  his  i^d  is  running  out,   - 

*•...»•*       •       *       *       *      #     -*      *      *      «4 

ec'    ^       ^        «=         ilb-       Ik        «        «         4|c        #        ^  i^        $ 


OF 


PUBLIC  ABSURblTIpS 

IN     EN  G  LAN  P.   , 

l^f  T  is  a  comixicJn'topic  of  fatire,  which  you 
Jl  .will. hear  ^not^nly  from  the  mouthB 
•of  iliinifters  of  ftatt;  biit  of  every  whiffler 
in  office,   that -half  a  dozen  obfcure- fel- 
lows, over  a  bottle  of  wine  or  a  difh  of 
coffee,   ihall  prefume  to  cenfure  tlie  ac- 
tions of  parliaments  and  councils,  to  form 
fchemes  of  government,  and  new-model 
•the  commonwealth ;  and  this  ufually  ri- 
diculed as  a  pragmatical  difpofition  to  po- 
litics,   in  the  very  nature  and  genius  of 
the  people.     It  may  pofllbly  be  true:  And 
yet  I  am  grofsly  deceived  if  any  fober  man, 
of  very  moderate  talents,  when  he  reflefts 
upon  the  many  ridiculous  hurtful  maxims, 
cuftoms,  and  general  rules  of  life,  which 
prevail  in  this  kingdom,  would  not  with 
great  reafon  be  tempted,  according  to  the 
prcfent  turn   of   his  humour,    either  to 
laiigh,  lament,  or  be  angry ;  or,  if  he  were 
fangiiine  enough,  perhaps  to  dream  of  a 
remedy.  It  is  the  miftake  of  wife  and  good 
3  i^en, 
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men,  that  they  expert  more  reafon  and  vir- 
tue from  human  nature,  than,  taking  it  in 
the  bulk,  it  is  in  any  fort  capable  of.  Who- 
ever hath  been  prefent  at  councils  or  af 
fembUes  of  any  fort,  if  he  be  a  man  of 
common  prudence,  cannot  but  have  ob- 
ferved  fuch  refults  and  opinions  to  fas^ve 
frequently  pai3fed  a  majority,  as  he  woiUd 
be  afhamed  to  advance  in  private  conver- 
fation.  1  fay  nothing  of  cruelty,  oppreC 
fion,  injuftice,  and  the  like,  becaufe  th^ 
are  fairly  to  be  accounted  for  in  all  zSaO" 
biles,  as  beft  gratifying  the  paffions  an^ 
interefts  of  leaders ;  which  is  a  point  of 
fuch  high  conHdeiution,  that  all  othen 
mufl  give  place  to  it.  But  I  would  be  uo- 
derftood  here  to  fpeak  only  of  opim<»B 
ridiculous,  fooliih,  and  abfurd  s  with  can* 
cluiions  and  anions  fuitable  to  them,  svt 
the  fame  time  when  the  moft  reaional^ 
proportions  are  often  unanimoufly  ie> 
jeded. 

And,  as  all  ailemblies  of  men  are  liaUe 
to  this  accufation,  fo  likewife  there  are  na* 
tural  abfurdities  from  which  the  wi£eft 
ftates  are  not  exempt,  which  proceed  Ids 
from  the  nature  of  their  climate  than  that 
of  their  government  j  the  Gauls,  the  Bri- 
tons, the  Spaniards,  and  Italians,  havinj; 

retained 
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retained  very  little  of  the  characflers  given 
them  in  antient  hiftoiy. 

By  thefe  and  the  like  reflexions,  I  have 
been  often  led  to  confider  fome  public  ab- 
furdities  in  our  own  country,  moft  of  which 
axe,  in  my  opinion,  directly  againft  the 
rules  of  right  reafon,  and  are  attended 
-with  great  inconveniences  to  the  ftate.  I 
Ihall  mention  fuch  of  them  as  come  into 
memory,  without  obferving  any  method ; 
and  I  fhall  give  my  reafon  why  I  take  them 
to  be  abfurd  in  their  nature,  and  perni- 
cious in  their  confcquence. 

It  is  abfurd  that  any  perfon,  who  profefl^ 
cth  a  different  form  of  worfliip  from  that 
which  is  national,  lliould  be  trufted  with 
a  vote  for  clecfting  members  in  the  Hoiife 
of  Commons.  Becaufe  every  man  is  full 
pf  zeal  for  his  own  religion,  although  he 
regards  not  morality  ;  and,  therefore,  will 
endeavour  to  his  utmoft  to  bring  in  a  re- 
prefentative  of  his  own  principles,  which, 
if  they  be  popular,  may  endanger  the  re- 
ligion eftablifhed  ;  which,  as  it  hath  for- 
merly happened,  may  alter  the  whole 
frame  of  government. 

A  Handing  army  in  England,  whether  in 
time  of  peace  or  war,  is  a  direct  abfurdiry, 
For,  it  is  no  part  of  our  bufinefs  to  be  a 
.    Vol.  XV,  P  warlike 
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warlike  nation,  otherwife  than  by  our 
fleets*  In  foreign  wars  we  have  no  con- 
cern, further  than  in  conjuncStion  with 
allies,  whom  we  may  cither  affift  by  fea, 
or  by  foreign  troops  paid  with  our  money. 
But  mercenary  troops  in  England  can  be  of 
no  ufe,  except  to  awe  fenates,  and  thereby 
promote  arbitrary  power  in  3*  monarchy 
or  oligarchy. 

That  the  eledtion  of  fenators  fhould  be 
of  any  charge  to  the  candidates,  is  an  ab- 
furdity ;  but,  tlaat  it  fliould  be  fo  to  a 
miniftry,  is  a  manifeft  acknowledgement 
of  the  worll  defigns.  If  a  miniftry  intended 
the  fervice  of  their  prince  and  country,  or 
well  underftood  wherein  their  own  fecurity 
beft  coiififted,  (as  it  is  impoflible  that  a  par- 
liament freely  eleded,  according  to  the 
original  inftitution,  can  do  any  hurt  to  a 
tolerable  prince,  or  a  tolerable  miniftry ;) 
they  would  ufe  the  ftrongeft  methods  to 
leave  the  people  to  their  own  free  choice : 
The  members  would  then  conlift  of  per- 
fons  who  had  beft.eftates  in  tlie  neigh- 
bourhood or  county,  or  at  leaft  never  of 
ftrangcps.  And  furely  this  is  at  leaft  fall 
as  requilite  a  circumftance  to  a  legiflator, 
as  to  a  juryman,  who  ought  to  be,  if  pof- 
fiblc,  ex  vicinio ;  fince  fuch  perfons  mnft  be 

fuppofed 
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fuppofed  the  beft  judges  of  the  wants  and 
defires  of  their  feveral  burroughs  and 
counties.  To  chufe  a  reprefcntative  for 
Berwick,  whofe  eftate  is  at  the  Land's-End,  . 
would  have  been  thought  in  former  times 
a  very  great  folecifm,  how  much  more  as 
it  is  at  prefent,  where  fo  many  pcrfons 
are  returned  for  burroughs,  who  do  not 
poffefs  a  foot  of  land  in  the  kingdom. 

By  the  old  conflitution,  whoever  poflefl^ 
cd  a  free-hold  in  land,  by  which  he  was 
-a  gainer  of  forty  fliillings  a  year,  had  the 
privilege  to  vote  for  a  knight  of  the  (hire* 
The  good  effedls  of  this  law  are  wholly 
eluded,  partly  by  the  courfe  of  time,  and 
partly  by  corruption.  Forty  fhillings  in 
thofe  ages  were  equal  to  twenty  poxmds 
in  ours  ;  and  therefore  it  was  then  a  want 
of  fagacity  to  fix  that  privilege  to  a  deter- 
minate fum,  rather  than  to  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  land,  arable  or  pafture,  able  to  pro* 
dnce  a  certain  quantity  of  corn  or  hay^ 
And  therefore  it  is  highly  abfurd,  and 
againft  the  intent  of  the  law,  that  this  de-» 
feft  is  not  regulated* 

But  the  matter  is  ftill  worfe:  For  any 
gentleman  can,  upon  occafion,  make  as 
many  freeholders  as  his  eftate  or  fettle-* 
mem  will  allow,  by  making  leafes  for  life 
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of  land  at  a  rack  rent  of  forty  fhillings, 
•where  a  tenant,  who  is  not  worth  one 
farthing  a  year,  when  his  rent  is  paid, 
fliall  be  held  a  legal  voter  for  a  perfon  to 
reprefent  his  county.  Neither  do  I  enter 
into  half  the  frauds  tliat  are  pradtifed  upon 
this  occalion. 

It  is  likewife  abfurd,  that  burroughs 
decayed  are  not  abfolutely  cxtinguifhed, 
becaufe  the  returned  members  do  in  real- 
ity reprefent  nobody  at  all,  and  that  feve- 
ral  large  towns  are  not  reprefented,  though 
full  of  induftrious  townfmen,  who  much 
advance  the  trade  of  the  kingdom. 

The  claim  of  Senators,  to  have  themfelves 
and  fervants  exempted  from  law-fuits  and 
arrefts,  is  manifeftly  abfurd.  The  proceed- 
ings at  law  are  already  fo  fcandalous  a  griev- 
ance, upon  account  of  the  delays,  that  they 
little  need  any  addition.  Whoever  is  either 
not  able,  or  not  willing  to  pay  his  juft  debts, 
or,  to  keep  other  n?en  out  of  their  lands, 
would  evade  the  dccifion  of  the  law,  is 
furely  but  ill-qualilied  to  be  a  legiilator. 
A  criminal,  with  as  good  rcafon,  might 
iit  on  the  bench,  v/itli  a  power  of  con- 
demning men  to  be  hanged  for  their  ho- 
nefty.  By  the  annual  fitting  of  parliaments, 
and  the  days  of  privilege  preceding  and 

fubfequent, 
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fubfequent,  a  fenator  is  one  half  of  the 
year  beyond  the  reach  of  common  juftice. 
That  the  facred  perfon  of  a  Senator's 
footman  fhould  be  free  from  arreft,  al- 
though he  undoes  the  poor  ale-wife  by 
running  on  fcore,  is  a  circumftance  of 
equal  wifdom  and  juftice,  to  avoid  the 
great  evil  of  his  matter's  lady  wanting 
her  complement  of  liveries  behind  the 
coach. 
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REMARKS 

ON 

BISHOP  BURNETTS  HISTORY. 

THIS  author  is  in  moft  particulars  the 
worll  qualified  for  an  hiftoriati  that 
ever  I  met  with.  His  ftyle  is  rough,  full  of 
improprieties,  in  expreffions  often  Scotch, 
and  often  fuch  as  arc  ufed  by  the  meaneft 
people.  He  difcovers  a  great  fcarcity  of 
words  and  phrafes,  by  repeating  the  fame 
feveral  hundred  times,  for  want  of  capacity 
to  vary  them.  His  obfervations  arc  mean 
and  trite,  and  very  often  falfe.  His  Secret 
Hiftoiy  is  generally  made  up  of  coffee-  , 
houfe  fcandalSjOr  at  beft  from  reports  at  the 
third,  fourth,  or  fifth  h^nd.  The  account 
X)f  the  Pretender's  birth,  would  only  become 
an  old  woman  in  a  chimney-corner.  His 
vanity  runs  intolerably  through  the  whole 
book,  affeding  to  have  been  of  confe- 
quence  at  nirteteen  years  old,  and  while 
he  was  a  little  Scotch  parfon  of  40  pounds  a 
year.  He  was  a  gentleman  bom,  and,  in 
|h€  thTie  of  his  youth  and  vigour,   drew 

in 
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in  an  old  maiden  daughter  of  a  Scotch' 
Earl  to  marry  him.  His  characters  are 
miferably  wrought,  in  many  things  mif- 
taken,  and  all  of  them  detradling,  except 
of  thofe  who  were  friends  to  the  Prefbyte- 
rians.  That  early  love  of  Uberty  he  boafts 
of  is  abfolutely  falfe ;  for  the  firft  book 
that  I  believe  he  ever  publiflicd  is  an  entire 
treatife  in  favour  of  paflive  obedience  and 
abfolute  power;  fo  that  his  reflexions  on 
the  clergy,  for  aflerting,  and  then  chang- 
ing thofe  principles,  come  very  impro-. 
perly  from  him.  He  is  the  mofl  partial 
of  all  writers  that  ever  pretended  fo  much 
to  impartiality ;  and  yet  I,  who  knew  him^ 
well,  am  convinced  that  he  is  as  impartial 
as  he  could  poflibly  find  in  his  heart  -,  I  am 
fure  more  than  I  ever  expedted  from  him ; 
particularly  in  his  accounts  of  the  Papift 
and  Fanatic  plots.  This  work  may  be 
more  properly  called  A  Hiftory  of  Scot- 
land during  the  author's  time,  with  fome 
-digreilions  relating  to  England,  ratlicr  than 
doferve  the  title  he  gives  it.  For  I  believe 
two  thirds  of  it  relate  only  to  that  beggarly 
nation,  and  their  infignificant  brangles  and 
faAions,  What  he  fucceeds  befl:  in,  is  in 
giving  extradls  of  arguments  and  debates 
in  council  or  parliament.    Nothing  recom- 

P  4  mends 


ai6     Remarks  on  Burnet's  Histort. 

mends  his  book  but  the  recency  of  the 
fadls  he  mentions,  moll  of  them  being  ftiU 
in  memory,  efpecially  the  ftory  of  the  Revo- 
lution ;  which,  however,  is  not  fo  well  told 
as  might  be  expefted  from  one  who  afiedb 
to  have  had  fo  confiderable  a  fhare  in  it.  Af: 
ter  all,  he  was  a  man  of  generofity  and  good- 
nature, and  very  communicative  j  but,  in 
his  ten  laft  years,  was  abfolute  party-mad, 
and  fancied  he  faw  Popery  under  every  bufli. 
He  hath  told  me  many  paflages  not  men- 
tioned in  this  Hiftory,  and  many  that  arc, 
but  with  feveral  circumftances  fuppfefled 
or  altered.  He  never  gives  a  good  cha- 
racfter  without  one  effential  point,  that 
the  perfon  was  tender  to  diflenters,  and 
thought  many  things  in  the  church  ought 
to  be  amended. 

Setting  up  for  a  maxim^  Laying  dcnvn  for  A 
ntaxifHy  Clapt  tip.  Decency^  and  fome  other 
words  and  phrafes,  he  ufes  many  hundred 
times. 

Cut  out  for  a  Courts  A  pardoning  planet j  Clapt 
up^  Left  in  the  lurch  j  The  Mob,  Outed,  A  great 
beauty y  Went  roundly  to  nvork :  All  thefe  phrafes 
ufed  by  the  vulgar,  Ihew  him  to  have  kept 
mean  or  illiterate  company  in  his  youth. 

A  N 


A  N 

ABSTRAC    T 
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HISTORY    of  ENGLAND, 

From  the  Invafion  of  it  by  Julius  Caesar 
to  William  the  Conqueror. 

THE  moft  antient  account  we  have  of 
Britain  is,  that  the  ifland  was  full 

-  of  inhabitants,  divided  into  feveral  petty 
kingdoms,  as  moft  nations  of  the  world 
appear-  to  have  been  at  firft.    The  bodies 

-  of  the  Britons  were  painted  with  a  Iky-  BritoM. 
coloured  blue,  either  as  an  ornament  or 

dfe  for  terror  to  their  enemies.    In  their 
religion  they  were  Heathens,    as  all  theHeatheni. 
world  was  before  Christ,  except  the  Jews. 

Their  priefts  were  called  Druids :  Thefe  Druidtt^ 
lived  in  hollow  trees,  and  committed  not  . 
their  myfteries  to  writing,  but  delivered 
them   down  by  tradition,  whereby  they 
were  in  time  wholly  loft. 

The  Britons  had  wives  in  common,  fo 
many  to  a  particular  tribe  or  fociety,  and 
the  children  were  in  common  to  that  fo- 
ciety. 

About 
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About  fifty  years  before  Chrift,  Julius 
Cadfar,  the  firft  Roman  Emperor,  having 
conquered  Gaul  or  France,  invaded  Britain 
rather  to  increafe  his  glory  than  conquefts; 
for,  having  overcome  the  natives  in  one  or 
two  battles,  he  returned. 

The  next  invafion  of  Britain  by  the  Ro- 
mans (then  mailers  of  mod  of  the  known 
world)  was  in  the  reign  of  the  Emperor 
audius.  Claudius ;  but  it  was  not  wholly  fubdued 
cro,  till  that  of  Nero.  It  was  governed  by  lieu- 
tenants, or  deputies,  fent  from  Rome,  as 
Ireland  is  now  by  deputies  from  England; 
and  continued  thus  under  the  Romans  fot 
about  460  years  ;  till  that  empire  be- 
ing invaded  by  the  Goths  and  Vandals,  the 
Romans  were  forced  not  only  to  recal  their 
own  armies,  but  alfo  to  draw  from  hence 
the  braveft  of  the  Britons,  for  their  ailift- 
ance  againft  thofe  Barbarians. 

The  Roman  conquefts  in  this  ifland 
reached  no  further  northward  than  to  that 
part  of  Scotland  where  Stirling  and  Glaf- 
gow  are  feated:  The  region  beyond  was 
held  not  worth  the  conquering :  It  was  in- 
habited by  a  barbarous  people,  called  Cale- 
pidis.  donians  and  Pidls ;  who,  being  a  rough 
fierce  nation,  daily  infefted  the  Britiih  bor- 
ders. Therefore  tlie  Emperor  Severus 
I  built 
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built  a  wall,  from  Stirling  to  Glafgow,  topiasw 
prevent  the  invafions  of  the  PicSls:  It  is 
commonly  called  the  Pi6ts  Wall. 

Thefe  Pids  and  Cakdonians,  or  Scots, 
encouraged  by  the  departure  of  the  Ro- 
mans,   do  now  cruelly  infeft  and  invade 
the  Britons  by  fea  and  land :  The  Britons 
chufe  Vortigem  for  theii*  king,  who  was  a.D.-^ 
forced  to  invite  the  Saxons,  (a  fierce  nor-  §1,01 
them  people)  to  affift  him  againil  thofe 
Barbarians,    The  Saxons  came  over,  and 
beat  the  Pidls  in  feveral  battles ;   but,  at 
laft,  pick  quarrels  with  the  Britons  them- 
felves  ;  and,  after  a  long  war,  drive  them 
into  the  mountains  of  Wales  and  Corn- 
wall,   and  eftablifli  themfelves   in  feven 
kingdoms  in  Britain,  (by  them  now  called 
England-)  Thefe  feven  kingdoms  are  ufu- 
ally  ftiled  the  Saxon  Heptarchy. 

About  this  time  lived  King  Arthur  (if  ^-^ 
the  whole  ftory  be  not  a  fable)  who  was 
fo  famous  for  beating  the  Saxons  in  feveral 
iMittles. 

The  Britons  received  Chriftianity  veiy 
early,  and,  as  is  reported,  from  fome  of 
thedifciples  themfelves :  So  that,  when  the 
Romans  left  Britain,  the  Britons  were  gene- 
rally Chriftians.  But  the  Saxons  were  Hea- 
thens, till  Pope  Gregory  thq  Great  fent  over 

hither 
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A.D  6co.hither  Aullin  the  Monk,  by  whoiii  Ethel- 
^^^^'  bert  king  of  the  South-Saxons,   and  his 
fubjedls,   were  converted  to  Cliriftianity;. 
and  the  whole  ifland  foon  followed  the 
example. 

After  many  various  revolutions  in  this 

ifland  among  the  kingdoms  of  the  Saxons, 

Egbert.  Egbert,  defcended  from  the  Weft-Saxon 

A.D,8i9.kings,  became  fole  monarch  of  England 

The  language  in  Britain  was    BritiQi, 

(now  called  Welch)  or  Latin;   but,  with 

the   Saxons,  Englilh  came  in  (althou£^ 

extremely  different  from  what  it  is  now,) 

The  prefent  names  of  towns,  lliires,  &c. 

were  given  by  them  ;  and  the  whole  king« 

Angles,  dom  was  called  England  from  the  Angles, 

who  were  a  branch  of  the  Saxons. 

As  foon  as  the  Saxons  were  fettled,  the 

Danes.  Danes  began  to  trouble  and  invade  them, 

as  they  (the  Saxons)  had  before  done  the 

Britons. 

Thefe  Danes  came  out  of  Germany, 
Denmark,  and  Norway,  a  rough  warlike 
people,  little  different  from  the  Saxons,  to 
whom  they  were  nigh  neighbours. 
After  many  invafions  from  the  Danes, 
Edgar.  Edgar  king  of  England  fets  forth  the  firft 
navy.  He  was  entitled  King  of  all  Albion, 
(an  old  name  of  tliis  ifland)  and  was  the 

firft 
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firft  abfolute  monarch.  He  made  peace 
with  the  Danes,  and  allowed  them  to  live 
in  his  dominions  mixt  with  the  Englilh. 
i  '  In  this  Prince's  time  there  were  five 
kings  in  Wales,  who  all"  did  him  homage 
for  their  country. 

Thefe  Danes  began  firft  to  make  their 
invafions  here  about  the  year  800,  which 
they  after  renewed  at  feveral  times,  and 
under  fevei:al  leaders,  and  were  as  often 
repulfed.  They  ufed  to  come  with  vaft 
numbers  of  Ihips,  bum  and  ravage  before 
,them,  as  the  cities  of  London,  Winchefter, 
t^r.  Encouraged  by  fuccefs  and  prey,  they 
often  wintered  in  England,  fortifying 
themfelves  in  the  northern  parts,  from 
whence  they  cruelly  infefted  the  Saxon 
kings.  In  procefs  of  time  they  mixed  with 
the  Engliih  (as  was  faid  before)  and  lived 
under  the  Saxon  government :  But  Ethel- 
red,  then  king  of  England,  weary  of  the 
Danifh  infolence,  a  confpiracy  is  formed,  \y^^^  * 
and  the  Danes  are  maflacred  in  one  day  allro^iflicred. 
over  England. 

Four  years  after,  Sweyn  king  of  Den-  Sweyn. 
mark,  to  revenge  the  death  of  his  fubjecls, 
IDLvades  England ;  and,  after  battles  fought 
and  much  cruelty  cxercifed,  he  fubdues 

the 
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the  whole  kingdom,  forcing  Ethelrcd  to 
fly  into  Normandy. 
Canotai.  Sweyn  dying,  his  fon  Canutus  fucceeds 
in  the  kingdom:;  but  Ethelred  returning 
with  an  army,  Canutus  is  forced  to  with- 
draw to  Denmark  for  fuccour. 

Ethelred  dies,  and  his  fon  Edmond  Iron- 
fide  fucceeds ;  but,  Canutus  returning  with 
frefh  forces  from  Denmark,  after  fevera! 
battles,  the  kingdom  is  parted  between 
them  both.  Edmond  dying,  his  fons  are 
fent  beyond  fea  by  Canutus,  who  now  is 
fole  king  of  England. 

Hardicanute,  the  laft  Danilh  king,  dying 
without  iflue,  Edward,  fon  of  Ethelred,  is 
chofen  king.  For  his  great  holinefs,  he 
was  fimamed  the  Confeflbr,  and  fainted 
after  his  death.  He  Avas  the  firft  of  our 
Kine'*  princes  that  attempted  to  cure  the  kingfs 
E?ii.  evil  by  touching.  He  firft  introduced  what 
is  now  called  the  Common  Law.  In  his 
time  began  the  mode  and  humour  among 
the  Englifh  gentry,  of  ufing  the  French 
tongue  and  fafhions,  in  compliance  with 
the  King,  who  had  been  bred  up  in  Nor- 
mandy. 

The  Danifli  government  in  England  laft* 
cd  but  twenty-fix  yeaw,  under  three  kings. 

£dwaid 
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Edward  the  Conf  eflbr  married  the  daugh- 
ter of  Earl  Godwin,  an  Englifh  nobleman 
of  great  power,  but  of  Danifli  extraftion  ; 
but,   wanting  iflue,   he  appoijited  Edgar' 
•  Atheling,  grandfon  to  his  brother,  to  fuc- 
ceed  him,  and  Harold,  fon  of  Earl  Godwin,  Harold. 
to  be  governor  of  the  young  prince.    But, 
upon  Edward's  dea'jth,  Harold  neglefted 
:  Edgar  Atheling,  and  ufurped  the  crown 
;  for  himfelf. 

Edward,  while  he  was  in  Nomiandy,  met 
fo  good  reception,  that  it  was  faid  he  made      ^ 
a  promife  to  that  Duke,  that,  in  cafe  he 
recovered  his  kingdom,  and  died  without 
.   iflue,  he  would  leave  it  to  him.    Edward 
^fXlying,  William  Duke  of  Normandy  fends 
>  to  Harold  to  claim  the  crown  ;  but  Harold, 
!:  now  in  pofleflion,  refolves  to  keep  it.  Upon 
which  Duke  William,  having  prepared  a 
mighty  fleet  and  army,  ii;ivades  England, 
lands  at  Haflings,  and  fets  fire  to  his  fleet, 
to  cut  off  all  hope  from  his  men  of  re- 
turning.   To  Harold  he  fentdiis  meflfen-^ 
ger,  demanding  the  kingdom  and  his  fub- 
jedlion:    But  Harold  returned   him   this 
anfwer,  That,  unlefs  he  departed  his  land, 
he  would  make  him  fenfible  of  his  jufl 
difpleafure.  So  Harold  advanced  his  forces 
into  SufTex,  within  feven  miles  of  his  ene- 
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my.  The  Norman  Duke,  to  fave  the  efiii- 
fion  of  blood,  fent  thefe  offers  to  Harold} 
either  wholly  to  refign  the  kingdom  to 
him,  or  to  try  the  quarrel  with  him  in 
fingle  combat.  To  this  Harold  did  not 
agree. 

Then  the  battle  joined.  The  Normans 
had  gotten  the  woril,  if  it  had  not  bfeen  fta: 
a  ftratagem  they  invented,  which  got 
them  the  day.  In  this  engagement  Harold 
^  jj  was  killed,  and  William  Duke  of  Normandy 
1066.  became  king  of  England,  under  the  name 
of  William  the  Conqueror. 


A  ,  L  E  T- 
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LETTER 

TO 

A  MEMBER  of  PARLIAMENT 

In   1 1^  E  L  A  N  D, 

Upon  the  chnfing  a  new  Speak^^  Aew, 
Written  in  the  Year  1703. 

SIR, 

YOU  may  eafily  believe  I  am  not  at  all 
furprifed  at  what  you  tell  me,  fince 
it  is  but  a  confirmation  of  my  own  conjee^ 
ture  that  I  fent  you  laft  week,  an4  made 
you  my  reproaches  upon  it  at  a  venture, 
.  It  looks  exceeding  llrange,  yet  I  believe  it 
to  be  a  great  truth,  that,  in  order  to  cany 
a.  point  in  your  Houfe,  the  two  following 
f:ircumftances  are  of  great  advantage  r'Firft, 
to  have  an  ill  caufe  -,  and,  fecondly,  to  be 
a  minority.  For  both  thefe  eircumftances 
ijre  extremely  apt  to  invite  men,  to  make 
jthem  afliduous  in  their  attendance,  watcH' 
ful  of  opportunities,  zealous  for  gaining 
pver  profeiytes,  and  often  fuccefsfulj 
Vhiph  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  wl^eQ 
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favour  and  interefl  arc  on  the  fide  of  their 
opinion.    Whereas,  on  the  contrarj^  a  ma- 
jority with  a  good  caufe  are  negligent  and 
lupine.    They  think  it  fufficient  to  declare 
themfelves  upon  opinion  in  favour  of  their 
jparty  j  but,  iaihng  againft  the  tide  of  fa- 
vour and  preferment,  they  are  eafily  fcat- 
tered  and  driven  back.  In  fhort,  they  want 
a  common  principle  to  cement,  and  motive 
to  fpirit  them.    For  the  bare  a6ling  upon 
a  principle  from  the  divSlates  of  a  good 
confcience,  or  profpedl  of  ferving  the  pu- 
bhc,  will  not  go  very  far  under  the  pre- 
fent  difpofitions  of  mankind.    This  was 
amply  verified  lall  feflions  of  parliament, 
upon  occafion  of  the  money-bill,  the  me- 
rits of  which  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  exa- 
mine.   It  is  enough  that,  upon  the  firft 
news  of  its   tranfmiflion  hither,    in  the 
form  it  aftenvards  appeared,  the  members, 
upon  difcourle  witli  their  friends,  fcemcd 
unanimous  againft  it,  I  mean  thofe  of  both 
parties,  except  a  few,  who  were  looked 
upon  as  perfons  ready  to  go  any  lengdis 
prefcribed  them  by  the  court.     Yet  with 
only  a  weak  canyailing  aiYiong  a  very  few 
hands,  the  bill  paft  after  a  full  debate,  by 
a  veiy  great  majority.    Yet,  I  believe,  you 
will  IiiU'dly  attempt  pcrfuading  me,  or  any 
.         .  body 
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body  elfe,  that  one  man  in  ten,  of  thofe 
who  changed  their  language,  were  moved 
by  reafons  any  way  affecting  the  merits  of 
the  caufe,  but  merely  through  hope,  fear, 
indolence,  or  good-manners.  Nay,  I  have 
been  aflured  from  good  hands,  that  there 
was  ftill  a  number  fufficient  to  make  a 
majority  againft  the  bill,  if  they  had  not 
apprehended  the  other  fide  to  be  fecure, 
and  therefore  thought  it  imprudence,  by 
declaring  themfelvcs,  to  difoblige  the  gc^ 
vemment  to  no  purpofe. 

Reflefting  ufon  this  and  forty  other  paf- 
fages,  in  the  feveral  Houfes  of  Commons 
fince  the  Revolution,  makes  me  apt  to 
think  there  is  nothing  a  Chief  Governor, 
can  be  commanded  to  atteqipt  here  where- 
in he  may  not  fucceed,  with  a  very  com- 
petent fhare  of  addrefs,  and  with  fuch  af- 
fiitance  as  he  will  always  find  ready  at  his 
devotion.  And  therefore  I  repeat  what  I 
faid  at  firft,  that  I  am  not  at  all  furprifcd 
at  what  you  tell  me.  For,  if  there  had 
been  the  leaft  fpark  of  public  fpirit  left, 
thofe  who  wiflied  well  to  their  country  and 
its  conftitution  in  church  and  ftate,  fhould, 
upon  the  firft  news  of  the  late  fpeaker's 
promotion,  (and  you  and  I  know  it  might 
have  been  done  a  great  deal  fooner)  have 
Qji  immediatel'^ 
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immediately  gone  together,  and  confultcd 
about  the  fitteft  perfon  to  fucceed  him. 
But,  by  all  I  can  comprehend,  you  have 
been  fo  far  from  proceeding  thus,  that  it 
hardly  ever  came  into  any  of  your  heads* 
And  the  reafon  you  give  is  the  w^orft  in 
the  world :  That  none  offered  themfelves, 
and  you  knew  not  whom  to  pitch  upon. 
It  feems,  however,    the  other  party  was 
more  refolved,  or  at  leaft  not  fo  modefl: 
For  you  fay  your  vole  is  engaged  againft 
your  opinion,  and  feveral  gentlemen  in 
my  neighbourhood  tell  me  the  fame  flory 
of  themfelves.    This^  I  confefs,  is  of  an 
unufual  llrain,  and  a  good  many  Heps  be- 
low  any  condefcenfions   a  court   will,  I 
jhope,  ever  require  from  you.    I  fliall  not 
trouble  myfelf  to  enquire  who  is  the  per- 
son for  whom  you  and  others  are  engaged, 
X)r  whether  there  be  more  candidates  from 
that  fide  than  one.    You  tell  me  nothing 
of  either,  and  I  never  thought  it  worth  the 
queftion  toany  body  elfc-  But,  in  fo  weigh- 
ty an  affair,  and  againfl:  your  judgment, 
I  cannot  look  upon  you  as  irrevocably  de- 
termine/:!.    Therefore  I  defire  you    will 
give  me  leave  to  reafon  with  you  a  littk 
upon  the  fubjcc^l,  left  your  compliance,  or 
inndvcrtcncy,  fhould  put  you  upon  what 

you 
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you  may  have  caufe  to  repent  of  as  long ' 
as  you  live. 

You  know  very  well,  the  great  bufinefs* 
:'  of  the  high-flying  Whigs,  at  tliis  jun(5ture, 
is  to  endeavour  a  repeal  of  the  Teft<laufe. 
You  know  likewife  that  the  moderate  men^* 
both  of  High  and  Low-church,  profefs  to 
be  AvhoUy  averfe  from  this  defign,  as  tliink- 
:   ing  it  beneath  the  policy  of  common  gar^ 
:  deners  to  cut  down  the  only  hedge  that 
\,  flielters  from  the  north.    Now,  I  will  put 
\  the  cafe  :  If  the  perfon  to  whom  you  havtf 
[■  promifed  your  vote  be  one  of  whom  you- 
]  have  the  leaft  apprelienfion  that  he  will 
I.,  promote  or  aflent  to  the  repealing  of  that 
claufe,  whether  it  be  decent  or  proper  he 
>  Ihould   be    the   mouth   of  an   aflembly, 
; '  whereof  a  very  great  majority  pretend  to 
-    abhor  his  opinion  ?    Can  a  body,  whofe 
I  mouth    and  heart   mull  go  fo  contrary 
^'  ways,  ever  aft  with  fincerity,   or  hardly 
with  confiflence  ?    Such  a  man  is  no  pro- 
per vehicle  to  retain  or  convey  the  fenfe 
of  the  Houfe,  which,  in  fo  many  points  of 
the  greateft  moment,  will  be  diretftly  con- 
trary  to  his.    It  is  full  as  abfurd,  as  to  pre- 
fer a  man  to  a  bifhopric  who  denies  re- 
pealed religion.    But  it  may  poflibly  be  a 
^eat  dea^l  worfe.    What  if  the  perfon  you 

0^3  defign 
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defign  to  vote  into  that  important  poft, 
Ihould  not  only  be  a  declared  enemy  of  the 
Sacramental  Teft,  but  Ihould  prove  to  be  a 
folicitor,  an  encourager,  or  even  a  penner 
of  addreflcs  to  complain  of  it  ?  Do  you 
think  it  fo  indifferent  a  thing,  that  a  pro- 
mife  of  courfe,  the  effedt  of  compliance, 
importunity,  fhame  of  reftifmg,  or  any  the 
like  motive,  fhall  oblige  you  paft  the  power 
of  retracing  ? 

Perhaps  you  will  tell  me,  as  fome  have 
already  had  the  weaknefs,  that  it  is  of  little 
importance  to  cither  party  to  have  a 
fpeaker  of  their  fide,  liis  bufinefs  being 
only  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  and 
report  it ;  that  you  often,  at  committees, 
put  an  able  fpeaker  into  the  chair  on  pur- 
pofe  to  prevent  him  from  flopping  a  bill. 
V  <  hy,  if  it  were  no  more  than  this  5  I  be- 
lieve I  Ihould  hardly  chufe,  even  among 
my  footmen,  fuch  a  one  to  deliver  a  mef- 
fage,  whofe  inteieft  and  opinion  led  him 
to  wilh  it  might  mifcarry.  But  I  remem- 
ber to  have  heard  Colonel  Birch  of  Hcit- 
fordihire  fay,  that  he  was  a  very  fony 
fpeaker,  whofe  fingle  vote  was  not  better 
than  fifty  common  ones.  I  am  fure  it  is 
reckoned  in  England  the  firft  great  teft  of 
the  prevalency  of  either  party  in  the  Houf6 
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SirTlioinasLyttelton  thought,  that  aHoufc 
of  Commons  with  a  ftinking  breath  (fupr 
poling  the  Speaker  to  be  the  mouth)  would 
go  near  to  infedt  every  thing  within  the 
walls,  and  a  great  deal  without.  It  is  the 
fmalleft  part  of  an  able  Speaker's  buflnefs, 
vrhat  he  performs  in  tlie  Houfe,  at  Icaft  if 
he  be  in  with  the  court,  when  it  is  hard  to 
fay  how  many  converts  may  be  made  in  a 
circle  of  dinner  or  private  cabals.  And 
you  and  I  eaiily  call  to  mind  a  gentleman 
in  that  ftation,  in  England,  who,  by  his 
own  arts  and  perfonal  credit,  was  able  to 
draw  over  a  majority,  and  change  the 
whole  power  of  a  prevailing  fide  in  a  nice 
juncture  of  affairs,  and  made  a  parliament 
expire  in  one  party  who  liad  lived  in  ana- 
then 

I  am  far  from  an  inclination  to  multiply 
party-caufes,  but  finely  the  bell  of  usr  can 
^widi  very  ill  grace  make  that  an  objection, 
ivho  have  not  been  fo  nice  in  matters  of 
much  Icfs  importance.  Yet  I  have  heard 
fome  pcrfons  of  both  fides  gravely  deliver 
themfelves  in  this  manner,  Why  fhould  we 
make  the  chufing  a  fpeaker  a  party-caufe  ? 
Let  us  lix  upon  one  who  is  well  verfed  in 
the  praclices  and  methods  of  parliament* 
And  I   believe  there  arc  too  many  who 
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Vrbuld  talk  at  the  fame  rate,  if  the  que^dfl 
Vrere  Hot  Only  about  aboliihing  the  fitcnL" 
mehtal  teft,  but  the  fictauieiit  itfelf. 

But  fupjxjfe  the  principles  of  die  ihoft 
artful  Speaker  would  haVe  no  iiifluence 
either  to  obtain  or  obftrudl  any  point  in 
j»ariiaMent,  who  can  anfWer  what  effedte 
lUch  a  choice  may  produce  without  doors} 
It  is  obvious  how  fuch  a  matter  ferves  to 
l^ife  the  fpiritg  and  hopes  of  the  Diflenten 
and  their  high-flying  advocates,  what 
lengths  thCy  run,  what  conclufionS  they 
form,  and  what  hopes  they  entertain. 
Bo  they  hear  of  a  new  friend  in  office  ? 
That  is  encouragement  enough  to  praftift 
the  city,  againft  the  opinion  of  a  majority, 
into  art  addtefs  to  the  Queen  for  repeal- 
ing the  Sacramental  Teft ;  or  ifltie  out  theit 
orders  to  the  next  fanatic  parfon  to  furbifh 
Up  his  old  fermons,  and  preach  and  print 
new  ones  diredlly  againft  Epifcopacy.  I 
would  lay  a  good  wager,  that,  if  the  choice 
of  a  new  Speaker  fucceeds  exaftly  to  their 
liking,  We  fhall  fee  it  foon  followed  by 
many  new  attempts,  either  in  the  form  of 
pamphlet,  fermon,  or  addrefs,  to  the  fame, 
or  perhaps  more  dangerous  purpofes. 

Suppofing  the  Speaker's  office  to  be  only 
an  employment  of  profit  and  honour,  and 
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ft  ftep  to  a  better  i  fince  it  is  in  your  owa 
eift,  will  you  not  chufe  to  bellow  it  upon 
K>me  peribn  whofe  principles  the  majority 
of  you  pretends  to  approve,  if  it  were  on- 
ly to  be  fure  of  a  worthy  man  hereafter  in 
ft  high  ftation,  on  the  bench  or  at  the  bar  ? 
I  confefs,  if  it  were  a  thing  poifible  to 
be  compafTed,  it  would  feem  moft  reafon- 
ftble  to  fill  the  chair  with  fome  perfon  who 
would  be  entirely  devoted  to  neither  party  i 
But,  fince  there  arc  fo  few  of  that  chara(fler^ 
ftnd  thofe  either  unqualified  or  unfriended^ 
I  cannot  fee  how  a  majority  will  anfwer 
it  to  their  reputation,  to  be  fo  ill  provid- 
ed of  able  perfons,  that  they  muft  have 
recourfe  for  a  leader  to  their  adverfaries,  a 
proceeding  of  whicli  I  never  met  with 
ftbove  one  example,  and  even  that  fucceed- 
cd  but  ill,  though  it  was  recommended  by 
an  oracle,    which  advifed  fome  city  in 
Greece  to  beg  a  General  from  their  ene- 
mies, who,  in  fcom,  fent  them  either  a 
fidler  or  a  poet,  1  have  forgotten  which; 
but  fo  much  1  remember,  that  his  condudk 
Was  fuch,  as  they  foon  grew  weary  of  him. 
You   pretend   to    be    heartily  refolved 
againft    repealing  the  Sacramental  Teft, 
yet,  at  the  fame  time,  give  the  only  great 
employment  you  have  to  difpofe  of  to  a  per- 
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fon  who  will  take  that  teft  againft  flomach, 
(by  which  word  I  underiland  many  a 
man's  confcience)  who  earneftly  wifheth  it 
repealed,  and  will  endeavour  it  to  the  ut* 
moft  of  his  power ;  fo  that  tlie  firft  acflion 
after  you  meet,  will  be  a  fort  of  con- 
travention to  that  Teft :  And  will  any  body 
go  further  than  your  practice  to  judge  of 
your  principles  ? 

And  now  I  am  upon  this  fubjed,  I 
cannot  conclude  without  faying  fometliing 
to  a  very  popular  argument  againft  that 
Sacramental  Teft,  which  may  be  apt  to 
fliake  many  of  thofe  who  would  otha> 
wife  wifli  well  enough  to  it.  They  fay  it 
was  a  new  hardfliip  put  upon  the  Dif- 
fenters,  without  any  provocation ;  and,  it 
is  plain,  could  be  no  way  neceflary,  bc- 
caufe  we  had  peaceably  lived  together  fo 
long  without  it.  They  add  fome  other 
circumftances  of  the  arts  by  whicli  it  was 
obtained,  and  the  perfon  by  whom  it  was 
inferted.  Surely  fuch  people  do  not  con- 
fider  that  the  penal  laws  againft  Diflentcrs 
were  made  wholly  ineffedtual  by  the  con- 
nivance and  mercy  of  the  government,  fq 
that  all  employments  of  the  ftate  lay  as 
open  to  them  as  they  did  to  the  beft  and 
raoft  legal  fubjefts.    And  yfhsA  progrefs 
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:hcy  would  have  made  by  the  advantages 
Df  a  late  conjiindture,  is  obvious  to  ima- 
gine }  whidi  I  take  to  be  a  full  anfwer  to 
that  objedlion, 

I  remember,  upon  the  tranfmiffion  of 
that  bill  with  the  Teft-claufe  inferted,  the 
DilTenters  and  their  partizans,  among  other 
topics,  fpoke  much  of  the  good  effe(5ls  pro- 
duced by  the  lenity  of  the  government : 
That  the  Prefbyterians  were  grown  very 
inconiiderable  in  their  number  and  qua- 
lity, and  would  daily  come  into  the  church, 
if  we  did  not  fright  them  from  it  by  new 
fcverities.    When  the  aft  was  palled,  they 
prefently  changed  their  %le,  and  raifed  a 
damour,   through  both  kingdoms,  of  the 
great  numbers  of  confiderable  gentry  who 
were  laid  afide,  and  could  no  longer  ferve 
their  Queen  and  country:  Which  hyperbo- 
lical way  of  reckoning,  when  it  came  to 
be  melted  down  into  truth,  amounted  to 
about  fifteen  countrj^-juftices,  moft  of  them 
of  the  loweft  fize,   for  eftate,  quality,  or 
underftanding.    However,  tliis  puts  me  in 
mind -of  a  paflage  told  me  by  a  great  man, 
although  I  know  not  whether  it  be  any 
where   recorded.    That  a   complaint  was 
made  to  the  King  and  Council  of  Sweden, 
of  a  prodigious  fwarm  of  Scots,  w^io,  un- 
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der  the  condirion  of  pedlars,  infefted  that 
kingdom  to  fuch  a  degree,  as,  if  not  fud- 
denly  prevented,  might  in  time  prove  dan- 
gerous to  the  Hate,  by  joining  with  any 
difcontented  party.  Meanwhile  the  Scots, 
by  their  agents,  placed  a  good  fum  of 
money  to  engage  die  offices  of  the  prime 
minifler  in  their  behalf ;  who,  in  order  to 
their  defence,  told  the  Council,  He  was 
aflured  they  were  but  a  few  inconfiderable 
people,  that  lived  honeftly  and  poorly, 
and  were  not  of  any  confequence.  Their 
enemies  offered  to  prove  the  contrary  2 
Whereupon  an  order  was  made  to  take 
their  numbers,  which  was  found  to 
amount,  as  I  remember,  to  about  tliirty. 
thoufand.  The  affair  was  again  brought 
before  the  Council,  and  great  reproaches 
made  the  firfl  minifler,  for  his  ill  compu- 
tation ;  who,  prefently  taking  tlie  other 
handle,  faid,  he  had  reafon  to  believe  the 
number  yet  greater  than  what  was  re- 
turned; and  then  gravely  offered  to  the 
King*s  confideration,  whether  it  were  fafe 
to  render  defperate  fo  great  a  body  of  able 
men,  who  had  little  to  lofe,  and  whom  any 
hard  treatment  would  only  fervc  to  unite 
into  a  power  capable  of  diflurbing,  if  not 
defboying  the  peace  of  the  kingdom.  And 

fo  they  were  fuffered  to  continue. 
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CONCERNING 

.The  repeal  of    the  TEST. 

THosE  of  either  fide  who  have  writ 
ten  Upon  this  fubjeft  of  the  Teft, 
in  making  or  anfwering  objections,  feem 
to  fail  by  not  prefling  fufficiently  the  chief 
point  upon  which  the  controverfy.  turns. 
The  arguments  ufed  by  thofc  who  write 
for  the  church  are  very  good  in  their  kind, 
-but  will  have  little  force  under  the  pre- 
fent  corruptions  of  mankind,  becaufe  the 
authors  treat  this  fubjeft  tanquam  in  republic  a 
JPJatonis^  ct  nan  in/ace  JRomuIi. 

It  muft  be  confefTed,  that,  confidcring 
how  few  employments  of  any  confequence 
fall  to  the  fhare  of  thofe  Engliih  who  are 
bom  in  this  kingdom,  and  thofe  few  very 
dearly  piurchafed,  at  the  expence  of  con# 
fcience,  liberty^  aad  all  regard  for  the  pu- 
blic good,  they  are  not  worth  contending 
^ort  And,  if  nothing  but  profit  were  in  the 
cafe,  it  would  hardly  cofl:  me  one  figh 
;whe{i  I  fhojji4  fee  thofe  few  fccaps  thrown 
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among  every  fpecies  of  Fanatics,  to  fcufflc 
for  among  themfelves. 

And  this  will  infallibly  be  the  cafe,  after 
repealing  the  Teft.  For,  every  fubdivifion 
of  fedt  will,  with  equal  juilice,  pretend 
to  have  a  fhare ;  and,  as  it  is  ufual  with 
iharers,  will  never  think  they  hare  enough, 
while  any  pretender  is  left  unprovided. 
I  Ihall  not  except  the  Quakers ;  becaufe, 
when  the  paflage  is  once  let  open  for  all 
feds  to  partake  in  public  emoluments,  it 
is  very  probable  the  lawfulnefs  of  taking 
oaths,  and  wearing  carnal  weapons,  may 
be  revealed  to  tlie  brotherhood;  which 
thought,  I  confefs,  was  firft  put  into  my 
head  by  one  of  the  fhrewdell  Quakers  in 
this  kingdom  *• 

*  Undoubtedly  the  Quaker  hinted  at  by  Dr.  Swift  w»  ttil 
late  Mr.  Rooke ;  a  man  who  had  a  very  good  tafle  far  wll% 
bad  read  abundance  of  hiftory,  and  was  perhaps  the  mot 
learned  Quaker^  one  of  them,  in  the  world.  To  the  befi  of 
Bny  recoUedion,  he  was  the  author  of  a  good  humorous  paf* 
toral  in  th^  Quaker-ftyle. 
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^fhe  Truth  of  fame  Maxims  in  State  and  Govern* 
ment^  examined  with  reference  to  Ireland^ 

'^  I  ^H  ERE  are  certain  Maxims  of  State, 
-■-  founded  upon  long  obfervation  and 
experience,  drawn  from  the  conftant  prac- 
tice of  the  wifeft  nations,  and  from  the 
very  principles  of  government,  nor  ever 
controlled  by  any  writer  upon  politics. 
Yet  all  thefe  Maxims  do  neceflarily  pre- 
fuppofe  a  kingdom,  or  commonwealth, 
to  have  the  fame  natural  rights  common 
to  the  reft  of  mankind  who  have  entered 
into  civil  fociety.  For,  if  we  could  con- 
ceive a  nation  where  each  of  the  inhabi- 
tants had  but  one  eye,  one  leg,  and  one 
hand,  it  is  plain  tliat,  before  you  could 
inftitute  them  into  a  republic,  an  allow- 
ance muft  be  made  for  tliofe  material 
defecfls,  wherein  they  differed  from  other 
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mortals.  Or,  imagine  a  legiflator  forming 
a  fyftem  for  the  government  of  Bedlam, 
and,  proceeding  upon  the  maxim  that  maa 
is  a  fociable  animal,  ihould  draw  them 
out  of  their  cells,  and  form  them  into  €<»• 
porations  or  general  alTembUes ;  the  con£^ 
quence  might  probably  be,  that  they  would 
fall  foul  on  each  other,  or  bmn  the  houfc 
pver  their  own  heads. 

Of  the  like  nature  are  innumerable  er- 
rors, committed  by  crude  and  fliort 
thiijcers,  who  reafbn  upon  general  to- 
pics, without  the  leaft  allowance  for  the 
moft  important  circumftances,  which  quitt 
alter  the  nature  of  the  cafe. 

This  hadi  been  the  fate  of  thofe  finall 
dealers,  who  are  every  day  publrfliing 
their  thoughts  either  on  paper  or  in  their 
allemblies  for  improving  the  trade  of  Ire- 
land, and  referring  us  to  the  pra<51:ice  and 
example  of  England,  Holland,  France,  Of 
other  nations. 

I  (hall  therefo;:e  examine  certain  Maxims 
of  government,  wliich  generally  pais  for 
\mcontroiled  in  tlic  world,  and  conlider 
flow  fer  they  will  fuit  widi  the  prefent 
condition  of  this  kingdom. 

Firft,  it  is  affirmed  by  wife  men,  that  the 
Jeamcfa  of  things  nccefTary  for  life,  in  a 
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fruitful  country,  is  a  ceitain  fign  of  wealth 
and  great  commerce :   For,  when  fuch  ne* 
.  ceflaries  are  dear,  it  mull  abfolutely  follow 
that  money  is  cheap  and  plentiful. 

But  this  is  manifeftly  falfe  in  Ii^eland^ 
for  the  following  reafon.  Some  years 
ago,  the  fpecies  of  money  here,  did  pro-* 
bably  amount  to  fix  or  feven  hundred 
thoufand  pounds ;  and  I  have  good  caufe 
tx>  believe,  that  our  remittances  then  did 
not  much  exceed  the  cafli  brought  in  to 
lis.  But  the  prodigious  difcouragements 
we  have  fince  received  in  every  branch  oi 
our  trade,  by  the  frequent  enforcements^ 
and  rigorous  execution  of  the  navigation- 
al, the  tyranny  of  under  cuftom-houfe 
officers,  the  yearly  addition  of  abfentees, 
the  pa}Tiients  to  regiments  abroad,  to 
civil  and  military  officers  refiding  in  Eng-- 
land,  the  unexpedted  fudden  demands  of 
great  fums  from  the  treafury,  and  fome 
other  drains  of  perhaps  as  great  confe-* 
quence,  we  now  fee  ourfelves  reduced  to 
a  ftate  (fince  we  have  no  friends)  of  being 
pitied  by  our  enemies,  at  leaft,  if  our 
enemies  were  of  fuch  a  kind  as  to  be  ca-^ 
pable  of  any  regards  towards  us,  except 
of  hatred  and  contempts 
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Forty  years  are  now  pafled  fince  the  Re' 
volution,  when  the  contention  of  tlie  Bri- 
tifli  empire  was,  moil  imfortunately  for 
us,  and  altogether  againft  the  ufual  courfe 
of  fuch  mighty  changes  in  govemmeflt, 
decided  in  the  leaft  important  nation,  but 
with  fuch  ravages  and  min  executed  on 
both  fides,  as  to  leave  the  kingdom  a  de- 
fcrt,  which,  in  fome  fort,  it  ftill  continues. 
Neither  did  die  >  long  rebellions  in  1641 
make  half  fuch  a  deftrucftion  of  houfei^ 
plantations,  and  perfonal  wealth,  in  hah 
kingdoms,  as  two  years  campaigns  did  in 
ours,  by  fighting  England's  battles. 

By  flow  degrees,  and  by  the  gentle  treat- 
ment we  received  under  two  aufpicious. 
reigns,  we  grew  able  to  live  without  run- 
ning in  debt.  Our  abfentees  were  but 
few,  we  had  great  indulgence  in  .  trade, 
a  confidei-able  Ihare  in  employments  of 
church  and  ilate ;  and,  while  tlie  fihtoit 
leafes  continued,  which  were  let  fomc 
years  after  the  war  ended,  tenants  paid 
tlieir  rents  with  eafe  and  chearfulnefs,  to 
the  great  regret  of  their  landlords,  who 
had  taken  up  a  fpirit  of  oppreffion  that  is 
not  eafily  removed.  And  aldiough,  in  diefc 
fhort  leafes,  the  rent  was  gradually  to  en- 
creafe  after  fhort  periods ;  yet,  as  foon  as 
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"he  term  elapfed,  the  land  was  let  to  the 
ligheft  bidder,  inbft  commonly  without 
he  leaft  effectual  claufe  for  building  or 
>lanting.  Yet  by  many  advantages,  which 
:his  ifland  then  pofTeflTed,  and  hath  fince 
itterly  loft,  the  rents  of  lands  ftill  grew 
ligher  upon  every  leafe  that  expired, 
ill  they  have  iarrived  at  the  prefent  exor- 
)itance  ;  when  the  frog,  overfwelling 
limfelf,  burft  at  lart. 

With  the  price  of  land,  of  neceflity  rofe 
hat  of  corn  and  cattle,  and  all  other  com- 
nodities  that  farrtidrs  deal  in :  Hence  like- 
mfe,  obvioufly,  the  rates  of  all  goods  and 
Manufactures  among  fhopkeepers,  the  wa- 
yes  of  fervants,  and  hire  of  labourers. 
Sut,  although  our  niiferies  came  on  faft» 
Birith  neither  trade  nor  money  left,  yet 
leither  will  the  landlord  abate  in  his  rent, 
aor  can  the  tenant  abate  in  the  price  of 
tf^hat  tliat  rent  muft  be  paid  with,  nor  any 
Shopkeeper,  tradefman,  or  labourer  live, 
It  lower  expence,  for  food  and  clothing, 
:han  he  did  before. 

I  have  been  the  larger  upon  this  iirft 
iiead,  becaufe  the  fame  obfervations  will 
:lear  up  and  ftrengthen  a  good  deal  of 
what  I  Ihall  affirm  upon  the  reft. 
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The  fecond  Maxim  of  thofe  who  reafon 
upon  trade  and  government,  is  to  aiTcrt, 
that  low  interell  is  a  certain  fign  of  great 
plenty  of  money  in  a  nation,  for  which, 
as  in  many  other  articles,  they  produce 
the  examples  of  Holland  and  England.  But, 
with  relation  to  Ireland,  this  Maxim  is 
likewife  entirely  falfe. 

There  are  two  reafons  for  the  lownels 
of    intereft   in    any  country.    Firft,   that 
wliich  is  ufually  alledged,  the  great  plenty 
of  fpecies  ;  and  this  is  obvious.     The  fe- 
cond is  tlie  want  of  trade,  which  feldom 
falls  under  common  obfervation,  although 
it  be  equally  true.    For,  where  trade  is 
altogether  difcouraged,  there  are  few  bcM^ 
rowers.    In  thole   countries    where  men 
can  employ  a  large  Hock,  the  young  mer- 
i  hant,  whofc  fortune  may  be  four  or  five 
l)undred  pounds,  will  venture  to  borrow 
as  much  more,  and  can  afford  a  reafon^ 
able  interell.    Neither  is  it  eafy  at  this  day 
to  find  many  of  tliofe,    whofe    bufinefs 
reaches  to  employ  even  fo  inconfiderable 
a  fani,    except  among  the  importers  of 
V.  ine  ;  who,  as  they  have  moft  pai't  of  the 
prtffent  trade  in  thcfe  parts  of  Ireland  in 
dicir  hands,  fo  they  are  the  moft  exorbi- 
tant,  cxailiing,   fraudulent  dealers,    that 

ever 
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ever  trafficked  in  any  nation,  and  are  mak- 
ing all  poffible  fpeed  to  ruin  both  them- 
felves  and  the  nation. 

From  this  defedl,  of  gentlemens  not 
knowing  how  to  difpofe  of  their  ready 
money,  arifeth  the  high  pnrchafe  of  lands, 
ijsrhich  in  all  other  countries  is  reckoned 
a  lign  of  wealth.  For,  the  frugal  fquires, 
-who  live  below  their  incomes,  have  no 
other  way  to  difpofe  of  their  favings  but 
by  mortgage  or  purchafe,  by  which  the 
rates  of  land  muft  naturally  encreafe; 
and,  if  this  trade  continues  long  under  the 
uncertainty  of  rents,  the  landed  men  of 
ready  money  will  find  it  more  for  their  ad- 
vantage to  fend  their  cafh  to  England,  and 
place  it  in  the  funds  ;  which  I  myfelf  am 
determined  to  do,  the  firil  confiderable 
fum  I  (hall  be  mailer  of. 

It  hath  likewife  been  a  Maxim  among 
politicians,  that  the  great  encreafe  of  build- 
ings in  the  metropolis  argues  a  flourilhing 
date.  But  this,  I  confefs,  hath  been  con- 
trolled from  the  example  of  London  ; 
vrhere,  by  the  long  and  annual  parliamen- 
tary feffions,  fuch  a  number  of  fenators, 
vrith  their  famiHcs,  friends,  adherents,  and 
expedtants,  draw  fuch  prodigious  numbers 
XO  that  city,  that  the  old  hofpitable  cuftom 
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of  lords  and  gentlemen  living  in  their  an* 
tient  feats,  among:  their  tenants,  is  almc^ 
loft  in  England ;  is  laughed  out  of  .doors  j 
in  fo  much  that,  in  the  middle  of  fummer, 
a  legal  Houfe  of  Lords  and  ConmiOQS 
might  be  brought  in  a  few  hours  to 
London,  from  their  country  villas  within 
twelve  miles  round. 

The  cafe  in  Ireland  is  yet  fomewhat 
worfe :  For  the  abfentees  of  great  eftates, 
who,  if  they  lived  at  home,  would  have 
many  rich  retainers  in  their  neighbour- 
hoods, having  learned  to  rack  their  lands, 
and  fhorten  their  leafes,  as  jnuch  as  any 
rcfiding  fquire ;  and  the  few  remaining  <rf 
thefe  latter,  liaving  fome  vain  hope  of  em- 
plo}Tiients  for  themfelves  or  their  childrea, 
and  difcouraged  by  the  beggarlinefs  and 
thieveiy  of  tlicir  own  miferable  farmers 
and  cottagers,  or  feduccd  by  the  vanity 
of  their  wives,  on  pretence  of  their  chil- 
dren's education,  (whereof  the  fruits  are 
fo  apparent)  together  with  that  moft  won- 
derful and  yet  more  unaccountable  zeal 
for  a  feat  in  their  affembly,  though  at 
fome  years  purchafe  of  their  whole  eftates. 
Thefe,  and  fome  other  motives  better  kt 
pafs,  have  drawn  fuch  a  concourfe  to  this 
beggarly  city,  that  the  dealers  of  the  feve- 
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lal  branches  of  building  have  found  out 
all  the  commodious  and  inviting  places  for 
eredting  new  houfes,  while  fifteen  hundred 
of  the  old  ones,  which  is  a  feventh  part  of 
the  whole  city,  are  faid  to  be  left  miinha- 
bited,  and  falling  to  ruin.  Their  method 
is  the  faftie  with  thaif  which  was  fii^  in- 
troduced by  Dodor  Barebone  at  London, 
who  died  a  bankrupt.  The  mafon,  the 
fericklayer,  the  carpenter,  the  flater,  and 
the  glazier,  take  a  lot  of  ground,  club  to 
•tuild  one  or  more  houfes,  imite  their 
credit,  their  flock,  and  their  money,  and 
when  their  work  is  finiihed,  fell  it  to  the 
fceft  advantage  they  can.  But,  as  it  often 
happens,  and  more  every  day,  that  their 
fund  will  not  anfwer  Ixalf  their  defign,  they 
are  forced  to  underfell  it  at  the  firft  llory, 
and  are  all  reduced  to  beggary,  ^n  fo 
much  that  I  know  a  certain  fanatic 
brewer  *,  who  is  reported  to  have  fome 
hundreds  of  houfes  in  this  town,  is  faid 
to  have  purchafed  the  greater  part  of  them 
at  half  value  from  ruined  undertakers, 
liatli  intelligence  of  all  new  houfes  where 
the  finifliiug  is  at  a  Hand,  takes  advantage 
of  the  builder  s  diftrefs,  and,  by  the  ad- 

♦  Lecfon. 
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vantage  of  ready  money,  gets  Mty  per  cent, 
^t  leaft  for  his  bargain. 

It  is  another  undifputed  Maxim  in  go- 
vernment, that  people  are  the  riches  of  a 
nation;  which  is  fo  univerfally  granted, 
that  it  will  be  hardly  pardonable  to  bring 
it  in  doubt.  And  I  will  grant  it  to  be  fo 
far  true,  even  in  this  ifland,  that,  if  we 
had  the  African  cuftom  or  privilege,  of 
felling  our  ufelefs  bodies  for  flaves  to 
foreigners,  it  would  be  the  moil  ufeful 
branch  of  our  trade,  by  ridding  us  of  a 
moll  unfupportable  burthen,  and  bringing 
us  money  in  the  ftead.  But,  in  our  prefcnt 
fituation,  at  leafl  five  children  in  fix  who 
are  born  lie  a  dead  weight  upon  us  for 
want  of  employment.  And  a  very  fkillfal 
computer  aflured  me,  that  above  one  half 
of  the  fouls  in  this  kingdom  fupported 
themfclves  by  begging  and  thievery, 
whereof  two  thirds  would  be  able  to  get 
their  bread  in  any  other  country  upon 
earth.  Trade  is  the  only  incitement  to 
labour :  Where  that  fails,  the  poorer  na- 
tive muft  either  beg,  Heal,  or  ftarve^  or 
f>e  forced  to  quit  his  countr)^  This  hath 
■jade  me  often  wifli,  for  fome  years 
p^it,  that,  inftead  of  difcouraging  our 
people  from   fefeking  foreign   foil,    that 
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the  public  -would  rather  pay  for  tranf- 
porting  all  our  unneceflary  mortals,  whe- 
ther Papifts  or  Proteflants,  to  America,  as 
drawbacks  are  fometimes  allowed  for  ex- 
porting commodities  where  a  nation  is 
overftocked.  I  conf efs  myfelf  to  be  touch- 
ed with  a  very  fenlible  pleafure,  when  I 
hear  of  a  mortality  in  any  country-parilh 
or  village,  where  the  wretches  are  forced 
to  pay  for  a  filthy  cabin  and  two  ridges  of 
potatoes  treble  tlie  worth,  brought  up  to 
Heal  or  beg,  for  want  of  work,  to  whom 
death  would  be  the  bed  thing  to  be  wilhed 
for,  on  account  both  of  themfelves  and 
the  public. 

Among  all  taxes  impofed  by  the  legifla- 
ture,  thofe  upon  luxury  are  univerfally  al- 
lowed to  be  the  mod  equitable  and  bene- 
ficial to  tlie  fubjedt ;  and  the  commoneft 
reafoner  on  government  might  fill  a  vo- 
lume with  arguments  on  the  fubjedt.  Yet 
here  again,  by  the  fingular  fate  of  Ireland, 
this  maxim  is  utterly  falfe  ;  and  the  put- 
ing  it  in  pra6tice  may  have  fuch  perni- 
cious a  confequence,  as  I  certainly  believe 
the  thoughts  of  the  prppofers  were  not 
gble  to  reach. 

The  miferies  we  fuffer  by  our  abfentees 
fuc  of  ^  far  more  extenfive  nature  than 

fe^m? 
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leems  to  be  <x>inmonly  imdcrftocxl.  I  muft 
vindicate  myfelf  to  the  reader  do  far,  as  to 
declare  fokmnly  that  what  I  ihall  fay  of 
thofe  lords  and  fquire$,  doth  not  arife  fmn 
die  leaft  regard  I  have  for  their  undedband- 
ings,  their  virtues,  or  their  perfons.  For, 
although  I  havjc  not  the  honour  of  the 
leaft  acquaintance  with  any  one  among 
them,  (my  ambition  not  foaring  fo  high) 
yet  I  am  too  good  a  witnefs  of  the  fituatioa 
they  have  been  in  for  thirty  years  paft, 
the  veneration  paid  them  by  the  peqpki 
the  high  efteem  they  are  in  among  tbe 
prime  nobility  and  gentry,  the  particular 
marks  of  favour  and  diftinftion  they  » 
ceive  from  the  court;  The  weight  and 
confequericeof  their  intereft,  added  to  their 
great  zeal  and  application  for  previexitiQg 
any  hardfhips  tlieir  country  might  fu^ 
from  England,  wifely  confidering  that 
their  own  fortunes  and  honours  were  eai' 
barked  in  the  lame  bottom. 
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SENT     TQ 

DOCTOR   SWI FT, 

A      Q^  U     A     K    E    R, 

When  three  hundred  pounds  were  bid  for 
J  taking,  up  the  Dr ap i££. 

1  Sam.  Chap.  xiv.  Ver.  45, 

"**  A  ND  die  people  faid  unto  Saul, 
'**  £\.   Shall  Jonathan  die,    who   hath 

**  wrought  this  great  falvation  in  ijQrael? 
y*  God  forbid:  As  the  Lor©  liveth,  there 

'•*  ihall  not  one  hair  of  his  head  fall  to  the 
;*  ground;    for  he  wrought   with  God 

»*  5iis  day.    So  the  people  refcued  Jona- 

«*  than,  that  he  died  not." 


A 

Letter  from  Sir  John  Browne 

TO 

DOCTOR    SWIFT. 

Reverend  Sir,      Dawfon-Strcet,  April  4, 172I 

BY  a  ftrange  fatality,  though  you  wcR 
the  only  perfon  in  the  world  from 
whom  I  would  conceal  my  being  an  an- 
thor,  yet  you  were  unaccountably  the  only 
one  let  into  the  fecret  of  it:  The  ignorant 
poor  man,  who  was  entrulled  by  me  to 
deliver  out  the  little   books,  though  he 
kept  the  fecret  from  all  others,  yet  from 
the  nature  of  the  fubjeft,  he  concluded 
that  I  could  have  no  intereft  in  concealing 
it  from  you,    who   were   fo  univerfally 
known  to  be  an  indefatigable  proniotcr 
of  the  general  welfare  of  Ireland.    But 
though  the  accident  gave  me  fome  uneafi- 
nefs  at  firft ;    yet,  when  I  confider  your 
charadler,  I  cannot  doubt  (however  flender 
the  foundation  of  fuch  a  hope  may  be 
from  any  merits  of  my  own)  but  your 
generofity  will  oblige  you  to  conceal  what 
chance  has  revealed  to  you,  and  incline 
you  to  judge  of  me,  not  from  the  report 
I  of 
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of  toy  enemies,  but  from  what  I  appear 
in  the  little  traifbs  which  have  waited  oa 
you. 

:    I  fliall  not  prefume,  Sir,  to  detain  you 
•with  the  narrative  of  the  original,  and 
progrefs  of  the  parliamentary  accufations 
-  and  votes  againft  me ;  although,  would 
.  you  do  me  the  honour  to  enquire,  I  could 
if^afily  convince  you  from  my  own  parti- 
•*  cular  cafe,  that  men  have  two  characters, 
one  which  is  either  good  or  bad,  accord- 
ing to  the  prevailing  number  of  their 
friends  or  enemies,  and  one  which  never 
varies  for  either :  One  which  has  little  or 
-"'po  regard  to  the  virtue  or  vice  of  the  fiib- 
jcA,  and  one  which  regards  that  alone,  is 
inherent  (if  I  may  fay  fo)  in  the  fubjed, 
and  defcribes  it  what  it  really  is,  without 
regard  either  to  friends  or  enemies. 

All  I  Ihall  beg  of  you,  is  to  fufpend  your 
judgment  upon  it,  fince  all  parties  allow 
that  although  I  had  feveral  fummons 
from  the  ^  Committee  for  Monday,  and 
many  evidences  on  the  road  in  obedience 
to  their  fummons,  yet  I  was  tied  down  by 
the  Committee  the  preceding  Saturday, 
and  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  all  my  evi- 
dences, notwithftanding  any  thing  I  could 
urge  to  the  contrary.    This  I  hope  I  may 
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fay  without  injury  to  Mr.  Bingham:  for 
fure  he  may  be  intirely  innocent,  and  ya 
a  magiftrate  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tion of  the  Lord  Chief- Juftice  who  takes 
examinations  againft  him:  Examinationi 
that  do  not  even  contain  matter  to  fonq 
an  indictment  upon,  may  be  innocent 
alfo. 

It  ihall  fuffice  therefore  to  fay,  I  went 
from  Ireland  loaded  with  the  feverefi  coi' 
fures  of  the  Houfe  of  Gammons:  Injured, 
as  I  thought,  and  oppreiled  to  the  greateft 
degree  imaginable,  robbed  of  that  cha» 
rafter  which  was  dearer  to  me  than  life 
itfelfj  and  all  that  by  an  overbearing, 
overpowering  intereft. 

I  fought,  in  England,  for  that  peace  and 
proteftion  which  was  denied  me  at  home. 
My  public  charafter  followed  me:  My 
coimtrymen  avoided  me.  Tlie  nature  <rf 
man  is  fbciable:  I  was  forced  to  herd  witi 
flxangers.  A  Prime  Minifler,  engaged  in 
the  fuccefs  of  a  fcheme,  wants  no  emiG 
faries  to  fpy  out  all  that  makes  for  him, 
and  to  fly  with  what  they  have  foiind  to 
their  employer.  I  was  unfortunately  fee 
by  thofe  fort  of  creatures :  My  fentiments 
on  the  ftate  of  our  money-matters  were  in- 
duftrioufly  fifted  through  me  j  and  when 

that 
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that  was  done,  before  I  knew  any  thing  of 
the  matter,  I  was  ferved  with  his  Majefty's 
Summons :  In  a  hurry  I  ran  out  of  town, 
asud  ilatid  in  the  country  a  while ;  bur,  on 
my  return  again,  found  another  fummons 
at  my  lodgings ;  and,  terrified  by  the  difital 
«fie<fb  of  power  at  home  from  rifking  a 
&cond  fhipwreck  abroad,  I  yielded  to  it> 
and  appeared  at  the  Cockpit. 
•  ^  It  is  true  my  appearance  at  the  Cockpit,  to 
diofe  who  knew  me  only  by  the  votes  of  the 
Houfe  of  Conunons,  muft  have  looked  like 
a  defign  of  revenge ;  and  I  had  many  and 
-  jpowerful  enemies,  who  gave  all  my  aftiona 
;  die  worft  colour.     But,  to  take  the  matter 
impartially.  Sir,  is  there  no  allowance  to  be 
fitt8Lde»  for  a  mind  already  ^broken  by  the 
diimal  effedls  of  prevailing  power,  and 
filled  with  the   apprehenfions   of  fecond 
dangers  ?    Is  there  no  allowance  for  a 
man,  young  in  the  knowledge  of  the  worlds 
tinder  all  thefe  fears  and  misfortunes,  if 
he  has  yielded  to  the  repeated  fummons 
of  theCoimcil  of  England,  in  which  his 
Majefly  was  prefent,  and  if  he  was  there, 
after  a  long  and  ftrenuous  oppofition,  for- 
ced, to  tell  his  fentiments  ?   Forced,  Sir,  to 
teii  his  fentiments,  not  in  the  manner  re- 
prefcmed  to  the  world,  but  in  a  manner 

the 
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the  moft  cautious  of  giving  room  for  a 

pretence  to  oppofe  tlie  inclinations  of  our 

parliament. 

But,  alas,  the  confequence !  You,  Sir^ 
the  defender  of  Ireland,  were  foon  engaged 
againft  me  on  that  account;  and  that  fetal 
genius  of  yours,  in  an  inftant,  mined 
my  charadter ;  but  even  ruin-bearing  as  it 
was,  I  blelled  it:  The  caufe  which  you  un- 
dertook was  dear  to  me ;  and  though  fame 
is  the  laft  thing  which  one  would  facrificc 
even  for  his  countr}%  yet  I  parted  with 
that  with  pleafure,  whilft  you  thought  it 
neccflary  for  the  public  good  fo  to  do:  But 
now  the  end  is  fcrved,  Dear  Sir,  may  not 
tlie  man  have  his  mare  again  ? 

Plato  being  told  that  certain  perfons  af- 
perfcd  his  charadter,  and  reprefented  him 
abroad  as  a  very  ill  man ;  inflead  of  expof- 
tulating  with  his  enemies,  and  returning 
reproach  for  reproach,  concealed  himfelfi 
faying,  No  matter ^  my  friends^  the  ivhole  lifetf 
Plato  Jhall  give  his  accufers  the  lie. 

Could  I  fet  before  me  a  greater  example^ 
Under  the  general  difpleafure  of  my  coun- 
try, under  all  the  cenfures  which  the  reft- 
lefs  malice  of  my  enemies  could  devife, 
and  under  the  keen  edge  of  the  D rapier's 
wit;  the  only  revenge  I  indulged  mrj^fdf, 

was 
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ii|*is.by  afteadylove  for  my  country,  arid 
hy  Hiaiufeft.a4ls  of  affedlion  thereto,  to 
^  a  file}it.repi!dach  to  the  foitl  tongues  of 
my  enemies. 

-.  '  Pennitthen,  Sir*  pertftit  me  in  ip<*aice  to 
take  liis  igceat  example  5  and  no  longer 
^t  way.to  the  power  of  my  enemies,  by 
.ISdminumg  to  bpprefs  mc*  They  have  al- 
•iieady  gained  their  caufe  by  you:  But  I  muft 
Ifay,  it  was  not  the  fword  of  Ajax,  but  the 
^Annour  of  Achilles  which  he  put  on,  that 
JWdn  the  day. 

-jr.The  caufe  for  which  you  undertook  my 
!jaSLmi  "^as  the  caufe  of  my  country:  It  was 
4i'g<}od  caufe,  and  you  ihall  ever  find  me 
j0f  tliat  iide.  You  have  carried  it,  an4 1  knoW 
jfnpu.  will  no  longer- be  my  enemy.  But 
'fi^l  Sir,  as  long  as  your  -vrorks  fubflft* 
oprlnece  ever  they  be  read,  even  unto  the  end 
of  time,  muft  I  be  branded -as  a  villain.  It 
sbialiard  ftntence  j  and  yet  unlels  the  fpear 
.iif  AchiUes,  the  fame  inftrument  which 
■gKVC  the  mosmd,  adminifler  the  remedy, 
Ikffliuftbefo.    '  . 

i\  bi  fliort.  Sir,  you  mull  be  ^  man  of  ho^ 

jbOuat:  Jx  is  not  poffible  that  honour  fhould 

he  wanting  where  all  the  difUnguiihing 

cliara(5teriftic3  of  it  are  found:    I  cannot 

i..  Vol. XV.  S  doubt 
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doubt  it  J  and  therefore  I  wiD  let  you  fuHy 
into  a  fecret  which  accident  has  given 
you  a  part  of,  and  I  am  fure  you  will  keep 

it. 
The  fource  of  all  my  misfortunes  was  die 

.  \'ote  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  but  I 
liave  laboured  however,  as  I  always  fliall, 
to  ferve  my  country  and  make  myfdf 
agreeable  to  them:  And  though  the  misfo^ 
tune  of  a  bad  public  character  deprived 
me  of  the  private  converfation  of  my 
countrymen,  which  is  the  fureft  and  bcft 
way  to  know  our  true  intereft^  yet  I  flat- 
ter myfelf  that  my  little  Eflays  may  be 
ufeful,  at  leaft  they  may  be  no  bad  b6 
ginning :  And  you  know  it  is  eafy  to  add  \ 
to  a  work  once  begun.  But  if  the  woii 
is  known  to  be  mine,  thcrvery  name 
will  condemn  it,  and  render  it  ufeleft  9 
my  coxmtry. 

Whatever  the  faults  may  be,  I  hatt 
publicly  applied  to  you  to  amend  thexDi 
before  the  bearer's  miftake  made  mc  deter* 
mine  this  private  application  to  you:  And 
I  muft  fay,  that  I  fhall  reckon  it  no  fmall 
degree  of  honour,  if  you  take  thartrouUe 

;  upon  you* 


In 
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tn  the  mean-time  I  ihall  beg  the  favour 
t>f  you,  to  keep  a  fecret  which  no  other  per- 
fon  but  my  printer,  my  bookfeller,  and 
the  bearer  knows.    I  am. 

Reverend  Sir, 

Your  mc^  obedient  fervant, 

JOHM  BROWNE. 


S» 
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O    N 

Mr.  M^CuLLA^s  Projed  about  HAL^ 
p  EifCB)  and  a  new  one  propofed. 

Written  in  Mdccxxix,. 

SIR, 

YOU  defire  to  know  my  opinion  concern- 
ing Mr.  M'Culla's  projed,  of  circulat- 
ing notes  ftamped  on  copper,  that  ihall 
pafs  for  the  value  of  Halfpence  and  Pence 
I  have  fome  knowledge  of  the  man  ;  and, 
about  a  month  ago,  he  brought  me  his 
book,  widi  a  couple  of  his  halfpenny 
notes:  But  I  was  then  out  of  order,  and 
he  could  not  be  admitted.  Since  that  time 
I  called  at  his  honfe,  where  I  difconrfed 
the  whole  affair  with  him  as  thoroughly 
as  I  could.  I  am  altogether  a  ftranger  to  his 
character.  He  talked  to  me  in  the  nfual 
flyle,  with  a  great  profeflion  of  zeal  for 
the  public-good;  which  is  the  coxninoa 
cant  of  all  projectors  in  their  bills,  from  a 
firft   miniHer  of  ftate    down  to  a   corn* 

cutter. 
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,cuttcr.     But,   I  ftopped  him  fhort,    as  I 

would  haye  done  a  better  man ;  becaufe  it 

'  is  too  grofs  a  praftice  to  pafs  at  any  time, 

and  efpecially  in  this  age,  where  we  all 

know  one  another  fo  well.    Yet,  whoever 

propofeth  any  fcheme,  which  may  prdvc 

to  be  a  public  benefit,  I  ihall  not  quarrel, 

if  it  prove  likewife  very  beneficial  to  him- 

.felf.    It  is  certain,  that,  next  to  the  want 

pf  filver,  our  greateft  diftrefs  in  point  of 

.coin  is  the  want  of  fmall  change,  which 

may  be  fome  ppor  relief  for  the  defedt  of 

the  former,  fince  the  crown  will  not  pleafe 

to  take  that  work  irpon  them  here  as  they 

-  do  in  England.    One  thing  in  Mr.  M*Culla's 

/book  is  certainly  right, '  that  no  law  hin- 

rders  me  from  giving  a  payable  note  upon 

leather,  wood,  copper,  brafs,  iron,  or  any 

.ddier  material  (except  gold  and  filver)  as 

w^U   as    upon   paper.     Tlie   queftion  is, 

whether  I  can  fue  him  on  a  copper  bond, 

.where  there  is  neidier  hand  nor  feal,  nor 

witiieflcs  to  prove  it.    To  fupply  this,  he 

'hsLth  propofed,    that  the  materials  upon 

which  his  note  is  written  (hall  be  in  fome 

'iicgree  of:  value  equal  to  the  debt.    But 

.that  is  one  principal  matter  to  be  enquired 

ibto.    His.  ichemc  is  this, 
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He  gives  you  a  piece  of  copper  for  t 
halfpenny  or  penny,  ftampt  with  a  pro- 
miflary  note  to  pay  you  twenty  pence  far 
every  pound  of  copper  notes,  whenever  70U 
fliall  return  them.  Eight  and  forty  of  thcfe 
halfpenny  pieces  are  to  weigh  a  pound, 
and  he  fells  you  that  pound,  coined  and 
itamped,  for  two  {hillings ;  by  which  he 
clearly  gains  a  little  more  than  16  per  eat. 
that  is  to  fay,  two  pence  in  every  Hulling. 

This  will  certainly  arife  to  a  great  fuxn,if 
he  ihould  circulate  as  large  a  quantity  of 
his  notes  as  the  kingdom,  under  the  great 
dearth  of  filver,  may  very  probably  require: 
Enough  indeed  to  make  any  Iriih  traded 
man's  fortune;  which,  however,  I  fhonld 
not  repine  a,t  in  the  leaft,  if  we  could  be  fmc 
of  his  fair  dealing.  It  was  obvious  forme 
to  raife  the  con^mon  objeftion,  why  Mr. 
M'Gulla  would  not  give  fecurity  to  pay 
the  whole  fum  to  any  man  who  retma- 
ed  him  his  copper  notes,  as  my  Loid 
Dartmouth  and  Ciolonel  Moor  were  by 
their  patents  obliged  to  do.  To  wliich  he 
gave  me  fome  anfwers  plaufible  enou^ 
Firft,  he  conceived  that  his  Coins  were 
much  nearer  to  the  intrinfic  value  than 
any  of  thofe  cojned  by  patents,  die  bulk 
gqd  goodnefs  pf  th^  metal  equalling  the 
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beft  Englifli  halfpence  made  by  the  Crown. 
Tliat  he  apprehended  the  ill-will  of  envious 
and  deiigning  people,  who,  if  they  found 
him  to  have  a  great  vent  for  his  notes, 
iince  he  wanted  the  protection  of  a  patent, 
might  make  a  run  upon  him  which  he 
could  not  be  able  to  fuppbrt.  And,  lafUy, 
that  his  copper,  as  is  already  faid,  being 
equal  in  value  and  bulk  to  tlie  EngliOi 
halfpence,  he  did  not  apprehend  they 
ihould  ever  be  returned,  imlefs  a  combi- 
nation, proceeding  from  fpite  and  envy, 
might  be  formed  againfl  him. 

But  there  are  fome  points  in  liis  propo^ 
fal  which  I  cannot  well  anfwer  for,  nor  do 
I  know  whether  he  will  be  able  to  do  it 
himfelf-  The  firft  is,  whether  the  copper 
he  gives  us  will  be  as  good  as  what  the 
cfown  provided  for  the  Englifli  halfpence 
and  farthings  ?  And,  fecondly,  whether  he 
will  always  continue  to  give  us  as  good? 
And,  thirdly,  when  he  will  think  fit  to  Hop 
his  hand,  and  give  us  no  more?  For  I 
ihould  be  as  forry  to  be  at  the  mercy  of 
Mr.  M'Culla,  as  of  Mr,  Wood. 

There  is  another  difficulty  of  the  lall 

importance.    It  is  known  enough  that  the 

Crown  is  fuppofed  to  be  neither  gainer  nor 

lofer  by  tljie  coinage  of  any  metal:  For  thpy 

S  4  fubtradt 
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fubtraft,  or  ought  to  fubtraft  no  more  froui 
the  intrinfic  value  than  what  will  jufk  pa| 
the  charges  of  the  mint ;  and  how  much 
that  will  amount  to  is  the  queflion.  %f 
what  I  could  gather  from  Mr.  M*Cull2i 
good  copper  is  worth  fourteen  pence  fn 
pound.  By  this  computation,  if  he  fells 
his  copper  notes  for  two  ihillings  die 
pound,  and  will  pay  twenty  pence  baqk, 
then  the  expence  of  coinage  for  one  pound 
of  copper  muft  be  fix  pence,  which  it 
3o/>^r  cent.  The  world  ihould  be  partial* 
larly  fatisfied  on  this  article,  before  he 
vends  his  notes :  For  the  difcount  of  30 
per  cent,  is  prodigious,  and  vallly  molt 
than  I  can  conceive  it  ought  to  be.  For,  if 
we  add  to  that  proportion  the  1 6  per  cM. 
which  he  avows  to  keep  for  his  own  pro- 
fit, there  will  be  a  difcount  of  about  ^6ftt 
cent.  Or,  to  reckon  I  think  a  fairer  way; 
whoever  buys  a  pound  of  Mr.  M^Culk't 
coin,  at  two  fhillings  per  pound,  carries 
home  only  -  the  real  value  of  fourteen 
pence,  which  is  a  pound  of  copper  j  and 
thus  he  is  a  lofer  of  41  /.  13  s.  4^/.  per  cent. 
But,  however',  this  high  difcount  of  ^oper 
cent,  will  be  no  objetftion  againft  M^Culla's 
prbpfofal;  becaufe,  if  the  charge  of  coin- 
age will  honefHy  amount  to  fb  much,  and 
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t^e  fuppofe  bis  copper  novefi  may  tie  rt^ 
twmed  upon  hha;  he  ^ift  ht  the  greater 
fuffcFcr  of  the  two  j  becaufe  the  buyer  can 
lofc  but  four  pence  in  a  pound,  and  M'Cul- 
la  miift  lofe  fix  pence,  tehich  was  the 
charge  of  the  coinage. 

Upon  the  whole,  there  are  fome  points 
Which  muft  be  fettled  to  the  general  fatifr 
feAion^  before  we  can  fafely  take  M*. 
M^Cuilft's  copper  notes  for  value  received ; 
find  how  lie  will  give  that  fatisfaftion,  is 
ijtot  within  my  knowledge  or  conjefture. 
'Jlie  firfl  point  is,  Tiiat  we  fhall  be  always 
fure  of  receiving  good  copper,  equal  in 
j)ulk  and  finencfs  to  the  befl  Engliih  half- 
pence. 

.,  The  fecond  point  is,  to  know  what  al- 
lowance he  makes  to  himfelf,  either  ouc 
pf  the  weight  or  naixture  of  his  copper,  or 
Ixith,  for  the  cliarge  of  coinage.  As  to  the 
weight,  the  matter  is  eafy  by  his  own 
icheme :  For,  as  I  have  iaid  before,  he  pro* 
pofes  forty-eight  to  weigh  a  pound,  which 
he  gives  you  for  two  fhiUings,  and  receives 
it  by  the  pound  at  twenty  pence :  So  that, 
fuppoiing  pure  copper  to  be  fourteen  pence 
^  pound,  he  makes  you  pay  30  p<r  cent,  for 
the  labour  of  coining,  as  I  liave  already 
obferved,  bcfides  16  per  cent,  when  he  fells 

it. 
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it.  But,  if  to  this  he  adds  any  alloy,  to 
debafe  the  metal,  although  it  be  not  above 
lo  pfr  cent,  then  Mr.  M'Culla's  prDmifloiy 
notes  wUl,  to  the  intrinfic  value  of  the 
metal,  be  above  47  per  cent,  difcount. 

For,  fubtradting  iopercent.off6o  L  yrortb 
of  copper,  it  will  (to  avoid  fradtions)  be 
about  five  and  a  hsdf  per  cent,  in  the  'whde 
100  /.  which,  added  to    -    >    41  13    4 

5   lO    o 


will  be  per  cent.  47     3    4 

That  we  are  imdcr  great  diftrefs  for 
change,  and  that  Mr.  M'Culla's  copper 
notes,  on  fuppolition  of  the  metal  bdog 
pure,  is  lefs  liable  to  objeiftion  than  the 
projeft  of  Wood,  may  be  granted ;  but 
fuch  a  difcoimt,  where  we  are  not  iiire 
even  of  our  twenty  pence  a  pound,  ap- 
pears hitherto  a  dead  weight  on  his 
fcheme. 

Since  I  writ  this,  calling  to  mind  that  I 
had  fome  copper  balance  by  me,  I  -wei^* 
ed  them  with  thofe  of  Mr.  M'Culla,  and 
obferved  as  follows. 

Firft,  I  weighed  Mr.  M'GuUa's  halfpeimy 
againft  an  Engllfli  one  of  King  Charles  II. 
which  outweighed  Mr.  M'Culla's  a  fbnidi 
'  Tt,  or  25  per  cent. 

I  like- 
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.1  likewife  weighed  an  Irifli  Patrick  and 
David  halfpenny,  which  outweighed  Mr. 
M^Culla's  12  4- per  cent.  It  had  a  very  fair 
and  deep  impreffion,  and  milled  very  flcil- 
fully  round. 

-  I  found  that  even  a  common  Harp  half- 
penny, well  preferved,  weighed  equal  to 
Mr.  M'Culla's.  And  even  fome  of  Wood's 
iialfpence  were  near  equal  in  weight  to 
his.  Therefore,  if  it  be  true  that  he  does 
not  think  Wood's  c<^J>er  to  have  been 
faulty,  he  may  probably  give  us  no  better, 
I  have  laid  diefe  loofe  thoughts  together 
with  little  order,  to  give  you,  and  others 
who  may  read  them,  an  opportunity  of 
dige^ng  them  better.  I  am  no  enemy  to 
Mr.  M'Culla's  projeft,  but  I  would  have  it 
•put  upon  a  better  foot.  I  own  that  this 
lul^penny  of  King  Gharles  II.  which  I 
weighed  againft  Mr.  M'CuUa's,  was  of  the 
iaireft  kind  I  had  feen.  However,  it  is 
plain  the  crown  could  a^ord  it  without 
being  a  lofer.  But  it  is  probable,  that  the 
officers  of  the  mint  were  then  more  honeil 
than  they  have  fince  thought  fit  to  be; 
for  ICQnfefs  not  to  have  met  thofe  of  any 
tkhtr  year  fo  wei^ty,  or  in  appearance  of 
fa  good  metal,  among  all  the  copper  coins 
Hf  the  tl^'ee  laA  reigns ;  yet  thefe,  how- 
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ever,  did  much  outweigh  thofe  of  Mr. 
M'CuUa ;  for  I  have  tried  the  expenmok 
on  a  hundred  of  them.    I  have  indeed  Hem 
accidentally  one  or  two  very  light,  bm  k 
muil  certainly  have  been  done  by  chance, 
or  rather,  I  fuppofe  them  to  be  counter- 
feits.   Be  that  as  it  will,  it  is  allowed  op 
all  hands,  that  good  copper  was   never 
known  to  be  cheaper  than  it  is  at  prefent 
I  am  ignorant  of  the  price,  further  than 
by  his  informing  me  that  it  is  only  four- 
teen  pence  a  pound ;  by  which  I  obferre 
he  charges  the  coinage  at  30  per  cent.  And 
therefore  I  cannot  but  think  his  demands 
are  exorbitant.    But,  to  fay  the  truth,  the 
deamefs  or  cheapnefs  of  the  metal  do  not 
properly  enter  into  the  queflion.    What  we 
defire  is,  that  it  fhould  be  of  the  beft  kimi, 
and  as  weighty  as  can  be  afiforded ;  duut 
the  profit  of  the  contriver  fhould  be  in- 
duced from  16  to  S  per  cent,  and  the  charge 
of  coinage,  if  poflible,  from  30  to  jo,  cf 
IS  at  moft. 

Mr.  M'CuUa  muft  alfo  give  good  fecurity 
that  he  will  coin  only  a  determinate  Aim, 
not  exceeding  twenty  thoufand  pounds; 
by  whidi,  although  he  ihould  deal-:  \n^ 
all  Mprighpie'r^  imaginable,  ^d  msik^  blO 
coin  as  g^od  as  diat  I  \fe^ghed  of  flying 

Charles 


PRbjECT  aheat  Half^pence.  a^^ 
OuLrles  II.;  l^e  will,  at  i6  per  cent,  gaiq 
|hre<e  UioafaAd;. two  hundred  pounds:  A 
▼eiyigobd  addidoool  job  to  d  i^vace  tradjeT^ 
man's  fbrtuue.     . 

/'  I  nitift  advife  him  alfo  to  •employ  bet- 
ter Ircxrkjnen,!  aj;id  ma^e  his  impre^ns 
^cepek;  and  plainer,  by  which  a  rifing  rim 
may  he  left  About  the  edge -of  his  coi^  t^ 
prefefve  the  letter  from  .leafing  out  tO!i> 
ibon.  He  hath  no  wardens  ncH:  mafters,  or 
Other  dfficeifs  of  the  mint  to  fuck  up.  his 
profit ;  and,  therefore,  can  a£ford  to  coin 
cheaper  than  the  cro\^,  if  he  will  but  find 
•good  materials,  proper  implements,  and 
HcilfUl  workmen. 

•.DWiether  this  iwx)jeft  will  fuccee(}iin  Mr. 
-MK^ulfla's  handis,  (which,  if  it  be  honeftly 
^tkecTited,  I  fhouM  be  glad  to  fee ;)  one 
HA&ig  I  am  confident  of,  that  it  might  be 
-viflLy  brought  to  peife<ftion  by  a  fociety  of 
Uine  or  ten  houeft  gentlemen  of  fortune, 
Iwho  wifli  well  to  their  country,  and  would 
dbbcbntenttobe  neither  gainers  nor  lofers, 
ifmiiTer  than  the  bare  inteieft  of  their  n»g- 
•ixey.  And  Mr.  M^Culla,  as  being  the  firll 
-iHaiter  of  the  fcheme,  might  be  confidered 
'andi'ewarded  by  fuch  a  fociety;  whereof, 
although  I  am  not  a  man  of  fortime,  i 
ihOttld  Yhink  it  an  honour  and  happinefs 

to 
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to  be  one,  even  with  borrowed  money  njH 
on  the  beft  fecnrity  I  could  give.  Ai^ 
firfi,  I  am  confident,  without  any  (kill  but 
by  general  reafon,  that  the  charge  of  Gain- 
ing copper  would  be  very  much  lefs  tbaoi 
30  per  cent.  Secondly,  I  believe  ten  thdtf 
fand  pounds^  in  halfpence  and  fiarthings» 
would  be  fufficient  for  the  whole  king* 
dom,  even  und£r  our  great  and  mod  low 
ceffary  di/lrefs  for  the  want  of  iilver ;  and 
that,  without  fuch  a  diftrefs,  half  the  fiun 
would  fufEce. 

For  I  compute  and  reafon  thus :  The  city 
of  Dublin,  by  a  grofs  computation,  con- 
tains ten  tlioufand  families  ;  and,  I  an 
told  by  fliopkeepers,  that,  if  filvcr  were 
as  plenry  as  ufual,  two  flxillings  in  copper 
would  be  fufEcient,  in  the  courfe  of  bufr 
nefs,  for  each  family ;  buty  in  canfiden- 
tion  of  the  want  of  filver,  I  would  allow 
five  (hillings  to  each  family,  which  wonU 
amount  to  2,500/.;  and,  to  help  this,  I 
would  recommend  a  currency  of  all  the 
genuine  undefaced  harp-halfpence,  whidi 
are  left  of  Lord  Dartmouth's  and  Moor's 
patents  under  King  Charles  11. ;  and  the 
fmall  Patrick  and  David  for  farthings.  To 
the  reft  of  the  kingdom,  I  would  affign 
the  7,500/.  remaining;  reckoning  Dublin 

to 
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to  anfwer  one  fourth  of  the  kingdom,  as 
London  is  judged  to  anfwer  (if  I  miflake 
'not)  one  third  of  England ;  I  mean  in  the 
view  of  money  only. 

To  compute  our  want  of  fmall  change 
■by  the  number  of  fouls  iii  the  kingdom', 
-befides  being  perplexed,  Is,  I  think,  by  no 
means  jufl.    Tticy  have  been  reckoned  at 
a  million  and  a  h^f  ,  whereof  a  million  at 
ieaft  are  beggars,  in  all  circumftances  ex- 
cept that  of  wandring  about  for  alihs,  and 
liiat  circumftance  may  arrive  foon  eiifough, 
'>;rhen  it  wilL  be  time  to  add  another  ten 
-thoufand  pounds  in  copper.    But,  withoiit 
'doubt,  die  families  of  Ireland,  who  lie 
:titaeAy  undq:  the  difBculties  of  wanting 
tfitiall  change,  cannot  be  above  forty  or 
-fifty  thoufand;   which  the  fum  of   ten 
"ihdufand  pounds,  with  the  addition  of  the 
tfiaiiteft  old  halfpence,  would  tolerably  fup- 
-ply.    For,  if  we  give  too  great  a  loofe  to 
any  proje(5tor  to  pour  in  upon  us  what 
he  pleafes,  the  kingdom  will  be  (how  fhall 
I  eiprefs  it  under  our  prefent  circum- 
ilances  ?)  more  than  undone.  a. 

And  hence  appears^  in  a  very  ftrong 
light,  the  villany  of  Wood,  who  propofed 
the  coinage  of  one  himdred  and  eighty 
thoufand  pounds  in  copper,  for  the  ufe  of 

I  Ireland  > 


Ireland;  wticreby  every  family  JH  iW 
kingdom  would,  be  lo^ei^  with  t^  ci' 
a  dozen  iliillingB,  although  Wood  migfal 
not  tranfgrefs  the  bounds  of  bis  psttenr, 
«fid  although  no  covmter^itif,  «ither  at 
hcMAe  Or  abroad,  were  added  to  the  mua- 
ber ;  the  contrary  to  both  which  would  '^ 
dubitably  have,  lanrived.  Sio  iUTinfbnoed 
are  great  men  <m  the  dtfaer  fide,  who  tzik 
43^  a  million  with  as  little  ceitmony  as  hr 
do  of  half  a  ctowiL 

But,  to  return  to  the  |»copoikl  I  have 
madei  Suppdfe  ten  gentlctnien,  lorvers  of 
their  country,  ChouM  raife  200 Z  apiece; 
and,  from  the  lime  the  iliooey  is  dcpofited 
a^  they fhall a:gi:«e, fliouMbegiii to  diaige 
it  with  fevert.:/>fr  cent,  for  their  owii  ufe: 
trbat  they  fiiould  as  foon  as  poifible  pro- 
vide a  mint  and  good  workmen,  and  buy 
copper  fufiicient  for  coining  two  thoil&ad 
■poundis,  fubtradting  a  iifch  part  of  <the  ia- 
tereft   of  ten   tiibufand    pounds    for.tte 
charges  of  the  tools,  and  fitting  up  % 
place  for  a  mint;   the  other  four  parts 
of  the  fame  intereft  to  be  jfubtracfted  equal- 
ly out  of  the  four  remaining  coinages  of 
.2000  /.  each,  with-a  juft  allowance  jFor  other 
ncceffary  incidents.    Let   the    diargc  of 
coinage  be  fairly  reckoned,  and  the  king- 
dom 
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doni  informed  of  it,  as  well  as  of  the.  price 
6f  copper.  Let  the  coin  be  as  ifell  and 
lleeply  ftamped  as  it  oiight.  Let  the  metal 
be!  as  pure  as  can  donfift  to  have  it  iightly 
coined,  (wherein  I  am  wholly  ignbtam)  and 
tKebiilk  is  large  as  thit  of  King  Chatlesll. 
Atid  let  this  club  of  ten  gentlemen  giv^ 
fh^if  joint  feeurity- 1^  i^dcteive  ill  tl^  coins 
thby  irtue  out  for  7  or  ten  years,  and  re-' 
ttirn  gold  arid-  filver  without  any'defalca- 
tioil. 

•  'Let  the  -  fame  club  or  company,  -^Avlfen 
Ihcy  have  ifliied  oiit  tHefirfttw'o  thoufaruJ 
founds,  go  dhthe  fecoh'd  year,  if  they  find 
a  demand,  and  that  their  fchcme  hath  an- 
fWtfed  to  their  own  intentiorl  as  well  as  to 
^e  fati9fa(5ti6n  of  the  public.  And,  if  they 
firtd  7  per  cf7iL  not  fufficient,  let  them  fub-^ 
tra(5l  8,  beyond  which  I  would  not  have 
th^ftl  go. ,  AiYd,  wllen  they  have,  in  two 
years,  coined-  ten  thoufahd  pounds,  -let 
them  give  public  notice  that  they  will  prcn 
^  ceed  no  farther,  but  llmt  up  th^ir  mint, 
and  difmifs  their  workmen:  Uhlefs  the 
real,  univerfal,  tmfolicited  declaration  of 
the  nobility  arid  gentry  of  tlie  kingdom^ 
fliall  lignify  a  defire  that  they  (hould  go  on 
for  a  certain  fum  farther. 

Vol.  XV.  T  This 
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This  company  may  enter  into  certain  re- 
gulations among  themfelves,  one  of  which 
ihould  be,  to  keep  nothing  concealed,  and 
duly  to  give  an  accoimt  to  the  woiid  of 
their  whole  methods  of  ading. 

Give  me  leave  to  compute,  wholly  at 
random,  what  charge  the  kingdom  wli 
be  at,  by  the  lofs  of  intrinfic  value  in  the 
cotinage  of  10,000^  in  copper,  under  the 
maziagement  of  fuch  a  fociety  of  gentl^ 
men. 

Firft,  It  is  plain,  that^  inftead  of  fome- 
what  more  than  16  per  caif.  as  demanddl 
by  Mr.  M'Culla,  this  fociety  defires  but  8 
per  cent. 

Secondly,  Whereas  Mr.  M'Culla  chaise) 
the  expcnce  of  coinage  at  %o per  cent,  I  hope 
and  believe  this  fociety  will  be  able  to  pe^ 
form  it  at  10. 

Thirdly,  Whereas  it  doth  not  appear  that 
Mr.  M'Culla  can  give  any  fecurity  for  the 
goodnefs  of  his  copper,  becaufe  not  one  in 
ttn  thoufand  have  the  Ikill  to  diftinguiih; 
the  fociety  will  be  all  engaged  that  theirs 
Ihall  be  of  the  beft  ftandard. 

Fourthly,  That,  whereas  Mr.  M'Culla's 
halfpence  are  one  fourth  part  lighter  than 
that  kind  coined  in  -die  time  of  King 
Charles  II.  thefe  gentlemen  will  oblige 

thcm&lves 
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>  <}iein(elves  to  the  puUk,  to  give  the  coin 
xxF'the  fame  weight  and  goodnefs  with 
•thofe  halfpence,  unlefs  they  fhall  find  they 
.cannot  a^Snrd  it;  and,  in  that  cafe,  they 
,ihaU  beforehand  inform  the  public,  fhew 
their  reafons,  and  fignify  how  large  they 
can  make  them  without  being  lofers ;  and 
So  give  oyer  cv  purfue  their  fcheme,  as 
sthey  find  the  opinion  <tf  the  world  to  be. 
'However,  I  do  not  doubt  but  they  can  af- 
ford them  as  large,  and  of  as  good  metal, 
Taf  the  beft  Ejiglilh  halfipence  that  have 
.been  coined  in  the  three  lail  reigns,  which 
fvery  much  outweigh  thofe  of  Mr.  M'Culla. 
And  this  advantage  will  aiife  in  propor- 
cl3pn,  by  leBening  the  diarge  of  coinage 
I£tom  %o  per  cent,  to  10  or  15,  or  20  at  moft. 
'^Ut  I  confeis  myfelf  in  the  dark  on  that 
auricle ;  only  I  think  it  impoffible  it  fliould 
.Hmoum  to  any  proporticm  near  %oper  cent. 
-Otherwife  the  coiners  of  thofe  coimterfeit 
Ibftl^ncei  called  Rapty  would  have  little 
encouragement  to  follow  their  trade. 
.    But  the  indubitable  advantages  by  ha- 
ving the  management  in  fuch  a  fociety 
yould  be,  the  paying  8  per  cent,  inftead  of 
.  1$,  the  being  fure  of  die  goodnefs  and 
juft  weight  of  the  coin,  and  the  period  to 
be  put  to  any  further  coinage  dian  what 

T  2  wa« 


was   abfoltitdy/necejOTafy*  to'  ^fupply  tfe 

wants'  and  debris  of  the  kingdfefin :  Ai»d  all 

this  -under  -the  fociirity-  of  -ten  gentlemen 

of  credit  and  fortuiie,  wh6A\foiild  be  rttdy 

to  give  the  bcft  fccurity  Artd '  fatigfaftim, 

"  that  they  liad  no  dcfign  to  niarn^  the  fcfaeme 

.'into^a  job.  -•  -^"       i     -'        ^  -  ' 

As  to  any  miftakes  I  hav^  inade  in  coiri- 

putation,  they  are  of  little  tnoment ;  and 

I  fliall  not  defcehd  {b  low  as  to  jullify  them 

again  ft  any  caviller. 

The  flrongeft  bbjccfliop  againit  wha-I 
.offer,  ,and  which  perhaps  may  niake  it 
appear  \ifiOnaryj  is  the  difficulty  to  find 
half  u'  fcore  geiitletncn,  who,  out  of  a  pn- 
. blic  fpirit,  Avill  be  at  the  trouble, ' forno 
.  more  profit  than  one  per  cent,  above  the  l€- 
:  gal  intereft,  to  be  overfeer^  bf  a  mint  fw 
.five  years;  and  perhaps,  tvitjiout  anyjirf- 
.  tice;.raife  the  clamour  of  the  peojple  againft 
:  them-    Befidcs,:  it  is  moft  certain  that  ma- 
:  ny  a  fquire  is  as'fond  of  a  job,  and  as  dex- 
trous to  make  the  heft  of  it,  as  Mr.  M'Culk 
.  himfclf,  or  any  of  his  level.  •'  However,  I 
do  not  doubt  but  there  maybe  tenfuch 
perfons   in  this  town,    if  they  had  only 
fome  vifible  mark  to  know  them  at  fight. 
Yet  I  juft  forcfcc  another  inconveniency: 
That  knavilh  men  arc  fitter  to  deal  with 

others 
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others  of  their  owa  denommation ;  while 
thofc  who  are  honed  and  beft  intentipned,. 
may  be  the  inftruments  pf  as  much  mif- 
chief  to  the  public,  for  want  of  cunning^. 
as  the  greatefl:  knaves  ;  and  piorc,  becaufe 
of  the  charitable  opinion  which  tliey  are 
apt  to  have  of  others.  Therefore,  how  to 
join  the  prudence  of  the  ferpent  with  the 
kinocency  pf  the  dove  in  this  affair,  is  tlie 
inoft  difficult  point.  It  is  not  fo  hard  to 
fijnd  an  honeft  ijfian,  as  to  make  this  honcfl 
man  adlive,  and  vigilant,  and  fkilful ; 
which  I  doubt  will  require  a  fpur  of  profit 
greater  than  my  fcheme  will  afford  him, 
unlefs  he  will  be  contented  with  the  ho- 
nour of  ferving  his  country,  and  the  re- 
.-ward  .of  a  good  confcience. 
,.  After  reviewing  what  I  had  written,  I  fee 
very  well  that  I  have  not  given  any  allow- 
ance for  the  firft  charge  of  preparing  all 
things  ncceffary  for  coining,  which,  I  am 
told,  will  amount  to  about  200/.  bcfides  20/. 
per  annum  for  five  yc*rs  rent  of  a  houfe  to 
work  iix. ,  I  caji  only  fay,  that  this  making 
in  all  300  /.  it  will  be  an  addition  of  no 
mofe  than  3  per  cent,  out  of  1 0,000  /. 

But  the  great  advantages  to  the  public, 
by  having  the  coinage. placed  in  the  hands 
of  ten  gentlemen,  fuch  as  I  have  already 

T  3  ^.   defcribed. 
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dcfcribed,  (if  fuch  are  to  be  found)- ai6 
thefe: 

Firft,  They  propofe  no  other  gain  to 
themfelves  than  i  per  cent.  abov«  the  kpl 
intereft  for  the  money  they  advance; 
which  wiU  hardly  a£foid  them  cofiee  when 
they  meet  at  their  mint-houfe. 

Secondly,  They  bind  themfelves  to  make 
their  coins  of  as  good  copper  as  the  beft 
Englifh  halfpence,  and  as  well  coined,  and 
of  equal  weight:  And  do  likewife  l»nd 
themfelves  to  charge  the  public  with  not  j 
one  farthing  for  the  expence  of  ccMnage,  I 
more  than  it  ihall  really  ftand  tihem  in. 

Thirdly,  They  will,  for  a  limited  term  j 
of  feven  or  ten  years,  as  fhall  be  thought  ^ 
proper  upon  mature  eonfideraticm,  pay 
gold  and  filver,  without  any  defalcation,  J 
for  all  their  own  coin  that  fhall  be  return-  j 
ed  upon  their  hands. 

Fourthly,  They  will  take  care  that  difi 
coins  fhall  have  a  deep  impreflion,  leaving 
a  rifing  rim  on  both  fides,  to  prevent  their 
being  defaced  in  a  long  time ;  and  the 
edges  fhall  be  mUled. 

I  fuppofe  they  need  not  be  very  apprehen- 

five  of  counteif eits,  which  will  be  difficult 

to  make  fo  as  not  to  be  difcovered ;  For  it 

is  plain  that  thofe  bad  halfpence,  called 

4  H^, 
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Raps,  are  fo  eafily  diftinguifhed,  even  from 
Ihe  moft  worn  genuine  halfpenny,  that  no- 
'body  will  now  take  them  for  a  farthing, 
although  under  the  great  prefent  want  of 
change. 

I  Ihall  here  fubjoin  fome  computations 
relating  to  Mr.  M'Culla's  copper  notes. 
They  were  fent  to  me  by  a  perfon  well 
ikilled  in  fuch  calculations,  and  therefore 
I  refer  them  to  the  reader. 

Mr.  M'Culla  charges  good  copper  at 
fourteen  pence  per  pound,  but  I  know  not 
whether  he  means  Avoirdupois  or  Troy 
weight. 

Avoirdupois  is  1602.  to  a  lb.  6^60  grains. 

A  pound  Troy  weight  -  .  -  5760  grains. 

Mr.  M'Gulla's  copper  is  fourteen  pence 
fer  pound  avoirdupois. 

Two  of  Mr.  M'Culla's  peimyHiotes,  one 
with  another,  weigh  -  -  -  524  grains. 
By  which  computation,  2  x.  of 

his  notes,  which  he  fells  for 

I  lb.  weight,  will  weigh  -  -  6288  grains. 
But  I  lb.  avoirdupois  weighs, 

as  above,    -    -    -    *    •    -  6960  grains. 


Iliis  difference  makes  10  per  cent,  to  Mr. 
M*Culla's  ftoBty  in  point  of  weight. 

T  4  Tlie 
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*  •  •  •     ■  \ 

Tlie  old  Patrick  and  David  half- 

penny  weighs     .-     t     -     -      149  grains, 
Mr.  M'C]illa's  halfpenny  weighs  1 31  grains 

The  jdiiFerence  is  *     18 
Which  is  equal  to  i  o  i  per  cent. 

.The  Englilh  halfpenny  of  King 

.    Charles  IL  weighs     -    -    -     167  grains 

-M*Culla's  halfpenny  weighs        1 3 1  grains 

The  difference       36 
Which  difference   allowed  a   fifth  par 
*is  20  per  cent. 

Another  Computation. 
Mr.  M'CuUa  allows  his  pound  of  coppe 
(coinage  included)    to  be  worth  twent 
pence,  for  which  he  demands  two  fhillingi 
His  coinage  he  computes  at  fix  pence)>< 
pound  weight ;  therefore,  he  laying  out  or 
ly  twenty  pence,  and  gaining  four  peno 
he  makes  />^f  cent,  profit     -      -        20 
The  fix  pence  per  pound  weight,  al- 
lowed for  coinage,  makes  ^^r  cent.  30 
The  tvaht  of  weight  in  his  half- 
penny, compared  as   above,    is 
per  cent.         --•-•;;       —  iq  ■ 

By  all  which,  (viz.  coinage,  profit, "]  — 
3^nd  want  of  weight)  the  public  i  60 
lofqs  per  cent,        .r        -       , r       J 
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^  •  If  Mr.  M^CuUa's  coins  will  not  pafa,;  an4 
Jj-e  refujfes  to  receive  themb^k,  the  owner 

cannot  fell  them  at  above  twelve-pence  ^^r 
.  pound  weight.;  whereby,-  with  the  defedl 

pf  wciglit  of  ijo  per  cent,  he  will  lofe  60 

per  cent.   - 

The  fchemc  of  the  fociety,  raifed  as  high 
as  it  can  pollibly  be,  will  be  only  thus; 

For  intereft  of  their  money,  per  cent.  8 

For  coinage,  inftead  of  i  o,  fuppofe,  at 

moft,  per  cent.        -         -         -         -         20 
for  300  /.  laid  out  for  tools,  a  mint,  and 
houfe-rent,  charge  3  per  cent,  upon 
the  coinage  of  10,000/.         -         -        3 

Charges  in  all  upon  intereft,  coinage, 
(^c.  per  cent.        «        -^         w         -        31 

Which,  with  all  the  advantages  above- 
mentioned  of  the  goodnefs  of  the  metal, 
the  largenefs  of  th?  coin,  the  deepnefs  and 
fairnefs  of  the  impreflion,  the  aflurance  of 
the  fociety  confining  itfelf  to  fuch  a  fum 
as  they  undertake,  or  as  the  kingdom  Ihall 
approve ;  and,  laftly,  their  paying  in  gold 
or  filvcr  for  all  their  coin  returned  upon 
their  hands,  without  any  defalcation, 
^w^ould  be  of  mighty  benefit  to  the  king- 
8  dom; 
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dom ;  and,  "widi  a  Utde  fleadinefd  and  acti- 
vity, could,  I  doubt  not,  be  eafily  com- 
|>a^ed. 

I  would  not  in  tJiis  fcheme  recommend 
the  method  of  promiflbry  notes  after  Mr. 
M'Culla's  manner ;  but,  as  I  have  feen  ia 
old  Irifh  coins,  the  words  Civitas  Dublin  oa 
one  fide,  with  the  year  of  our  Lord,  and  die 
Irifh  Harp,  on  the  reverfe. 


*  *-? 
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SERMON, 

On  the  Occafion  of  WOOD'S  Project. 
Written  in  the  Year  m  dcc  xxiv. 


Galatians  vi.  lo. 

As  we  have  therefore  opportunity ^  let  lu  do 
Good  unto  all  men, 

NATURE  direfts  every  one  of  us,  and 
God  permits  us,  to  confult  our  owti 
j>rivate  Good  before  the  private  Good  of  any 
other  perfon -whatfoever.  We  are,  indeed, 
commanded  to  love  our  neighbour  as  our- 
felves,  but  not  as  well  as  ourfelves.  The 
love  we  have  for  ourfelves  is  to  be  the  pat- 
tern of  that  love  we  ought  to  have  towards 
our  neighbour:  But,  as  the  copy  doth  not 
equal  the  original,  fo  my  neighbotir  can- 
not think  it  hard,  if  I  prefer  ndyfelf,  who 
am  the  original,  before  him,  who  is  only 
the  copy.  Thus,  if  any  mattar  equally 
concern  the  life,  the  reputation,  the  pro- 
Ct  of  my  neighbour,  and  my  own  j  the 

law 
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law  of  nature,  which  is  the  law  of  God, 
obligeth  me  to  take  care  of  myfelf  firft, 
and  afterwards  of  him.  And  this  I  need 
not  be  at  much  pains  in  perfuading  you  to; 
for  the  waju  of  felf-love,  with  regard  \o 
things  of  this  world,  is  not  among  the 
faults  of  mankind.  But  tiien,  on  the 
other  fide,  if,  by  a  fmall  hurt  and  lofs  to 
myfelf,  1  tan  procure  a  great  good  to  my 
neighbour,  in  tliat  cafe  his  intereft  is  to 
be  preferred.  For  example,  if  I  can  be 
fure  of  faving  his  life,  without  great  dan- 
ger to  my  own ;  if  I  can  preferve  him 
from  being  undone,  without  ruining  my- 
felf, or  recovQriag  his  reputatioi).  without 
blalling  mine  {  all  this  I  am  obliged  to  do: 
And,,  if  I  fincerely  perform  it,  I  do  dien 
obey  the  command  of  God,  in  loving  my 
neighbour  as  myfelf. 

But,  befide  this  love  we  owe  to  every 
man  in  his  particular  capacity  under  the 
title  of  our  neighbour,  there  is  yet  a  duty 
of  a  more  large  extenfive  nature  incum- 
bent on  us;  which  is,  our  love  to  our 
,  neighbour  in  his  pubUc  capacity,  as  he  is 
a  member  of  that  great  body  the  commonr 
wealth,  under  the  fame  government  with 
purfelves  ;  and  this  is  ufually  called  love 
of  the  public,  and  is  a  duty  to  which  we 

are 
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sare  more  ftridtly  obliged  rthan  even  that  of 
loving  ourfelves ;  b^caufe'  tiierein  omielvcs 
are  alfo  coiltained,  as  well  as  all  our  neig^i- 
lx)urs,  in  one  great  body.  ■  Tbis  love  6£the 
piiblic,  or:  6^'the-c6miia6ftW(ealth,'Or  love 
of  our  country,  was  in  ahtient  times  pro* 
"perly  knowri  by  Ihe  name  of  Virtue,  be- 
<raufe  it  was  the  greateft  of 'all  virtues^  AiA 
'Was  fupp6fed-  to'^coilt?aiti  'aH-virtiieB  in  iti 
Xriii  many  gfrdat'^gxamples'^of  this  -vlpra^ 
are  left  us  on  record,  fcarcely  to  be  -be-' 
lieveff,  bi>^ven  conceived,  in  ^uch  a  bafe> 
^ferriUpted,  wicl2:ed  age  aS^  this  We  liVe  iisk 
-Ih  tteofe  times  it  was  cqamaiibn  for.  inen  t6 
iaorifice  their  lives  for  then  godd  of  "their 
country,  althoiigh:'  they  liad: neither  hope 
-6r  belief  of  future  rewqrd&y-^wb^reas;  in 
bur  days,  very  few  niake  the  leaft  fcruple 
X>f  facrificiiSg  a'  whoki  nation,  as  weU  a8 
their  own  fouls;  for  a  littfe  prefent  gain  i 
•which  often  hath  been  known  to  end  in 
their  own  ruin  in  this  world,  as  it  certainly 
muft  in  that  to  come. 

Have  we  not  feen  men,  for  the  fake  of 
fome  petty  employment,  give  up  the  very 
'natural  rights. and  liberties  of  their  coun- 
try, and  of  mahkind,  in  the  ruin  of  which 
themfelves  muft  at  laft  be  involved  ?  Are 
not  tliefe  corruptions  gotten  among  the 

meaneit 
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niteaneft  of  our  people,  "who,  for  a  piece 
jErf  money,  will  give  their  votes  at  a  yen- 
tore,  fox  die  difpoial  of  their  own  Irre^ 
and  fortunes,  without  confidering  whe&er 
itbe  tothofe  who  are  moft  likely  to  faetny 
or  defend  them  > 

Put,  if  I  were  to  produce  only  one  ior 
^ance  of  a  hundred  wherein  we  fail  ia 
this  duty  of  loving  our  country,  it  woqU 
be  an  eiuUefs  labour }  and  therefore  I  fiiall 
lux  attempt  it. 

^nt  here  I  would  not  be  mifundeiifiood: 
%ut  the  love  of  our  country  I  do  iiot  raeag 
hoyahj  to  our  King,  for  that  is  a  duty  cf  an- 
other nacure;  anda  maja  loay  be  verylojral, 
in  the  common  fenfe  of  the  wo^,  widi* 
out  one  gsain  of  public-good  at  his  heait 
Witnefs  this  very  kingdom  we  live  in.  I 
verily  believe,  that,  fince  the  beginning 
of  the  world,  no  nation  upon  earth  ever 
ihewed  (all  circumftances  coofidered)  fttdi 
high  conftant  marks  of  loyalty  in  all  thev 
actions  and  behaviour,  as  we  have  dome: 
And,  at  the  fame  time,  no  people  ever  ap- 
peared more  utterly  void  of  what  is  called 
a  Public  Spirit.  When  I  fay  the  people,  I 
mean  the  bulk  or  mafs  of  die  people,  for 
I  have  nothing  to  do  with  thofe  in  povrer. 

Therefore 
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Therefore  I  ihaU  thw^  toy  time  not  ill 
fpent,  if  I  can  periUade  moft  or  all  of  you 
who  Hear  me,  to  ihew  the  love  you  have 
for  your  country,  by  endearvDuring,  in  your 
feveral  ilations,  to  do  aJU  die  public  good 
you  are  able.  For  I  am  certainly  perfuad* 
ed,  that  all  our  misfortunes  arifb  from  na 
Other  original  cauie  than  thai  general  ^l6- 
jjtgard  among  us  to  die  public  "welfavc* 

JtherefoM  undertake  to  ih^w  you  three 
things. 

:  Sii&^  Thatihficeace  few  people  ib  ^wsaj^ 
f)r  mean,  who  have  it  not  icnnettmes  ki 
il»eiir  powrerto.l^ufiifula^thepublicw  ; 

Secondly,  That  it  is  often  in  the  -power 
of  the  meaneft  among  m^ixikmd  to  do 
mifchief  to  the  public.  ^ 

Aiid,  lafUy^  That  aJi  wSJ^ftdrinjiui^cr  done 
DO  the  public  are  very  great  apd  4^gia^ 
«tted.fins  in  the  iig^t  of  God.  ' 

Firft,  There  are  few  people  fo  weak  or 
mean,  who  have  it  not  fometimes  in  their 
-|)Owcr  to  be  ufeful  to  the  public. 

Solcmion  tells  us  of  a  poor  wife  man  who 
faved  a  city  by  his  coimfel.  It  hath  often 
liappened  that  a  private  foldier,  by  fcnne 
imexpedted  brave  attempt,  hath  been  in- 
ftrumental  in  obtaining  a  great  vi^ory. 
How  many  obfcure  men  have  been  authors 

of 
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of  'very  -ufelui  -inven&Ons,  -^whereof  ^th(* 
world  now  reaps  the  benefit  ?  THe  ver^ 
example  of  hcinefty  and  indufliy -in  a  poof 
tradefihan  wilbfometimes  fpread  through 
a  .neighbourhood,  when  others  "fee  how 
ftiCjcefsful  he  is  ;  :and  dins  fo  many,  ufefiit 
members  arc  gained,  for  which  tlic  whole 
l>ddy  of  the  fniblic.is  the  bcttien  Whocvcf 
is  l)ldled.;vdiihi.a^ true  public,  fpiiity  God 
Yi^icsnaisA^'pxa  it  intoihia  way  xo  make 
ufe  of  that  bleffing,  for  the  ends.it  vraij 
giYen'him,:d3y;ftnrie-meansiot:jotlier:  And 
ihcrefore.  it  ihadu  been  .obferfcied.  in-moft 
agesv  that,  die:  grehtefb  a<^ibns  ,'i  fcnr  the  be^ 
ijcficqpf  I'did  jcoiimKinweahh, ,  hsve^b^n 
fiSr&ntied-byrthejwiiHdoni  or:  courage,!  thi 
contrivance  or  induftry,  of  particular  men; 
fu^di  not  of  tiUmbers ;  and  diat  die  tihty 
jof  a  kingdom  liath  often  been  owing  to 
thofe  hands  .&x>ni' whence; it  wasileaftef 
peAed.     •     '     _ 

But,  fecondly,  it  is  often  in  the  power 
of  the  meanell  among  mainkind  to  do  mit 
chief  to  rile  public :  And  hence  arife  moft 
of  thofe  miferies  with  which  the  ftates  and 
kingdoms  of  the  earth  arc  infefted.  How 
many  great  princes  have,  been  murdered 
by  die  meaneft  ruffians.'  The  weakeft 
hand  can  open  a  flood-gate  to  drown,  a 

country, 
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country,  which  a  thoufand  of  the  llrong- 
eft  cannot  flop.  Thofe  who  have  thrown 
off  all  regard  for  public  good,  will  often 
have  it  in  their  way  to  do  public  evil,  and 
will  not  fail  to  cxercife  that  power  when- 
ever tlicy  can.  The  greateft  blow  given  of 
late  to  this  kingdom,  was  by  the  diflionef- 
ty  of  a  few  manufadlurers  ;  who,  by  im- 
pofmg  bad  ware  at  foreign  markets,  in  al- 
mofl  the  only  traffic  permitted  to  us,  did 
half  ruin  that  trade  ;  by  which  this  poor 
unhappy  kingdom  now  fuffers  in  the  midft 
of  fufferings.  I  fpeak  not  here  of  perfons 
in  high  ftations,  who  ought  to  be  free  from 
all  reflec5tion,  and  are  fuppofed  always  to 
intend  the  welfare  of  the  community :  But 
we  now  find  by  experience,  that  the  mean- 
eft  inftnimcnt  may,  by  the  concurrence  of 
accidents,  have  it  in  liis  power  to  bring  a 
whole  kingdom  to  the  very  brink  of  de- 
ftruclion,  and  is  at  this  prefent,,  endeavour- 
ing to  finilh  his  work ;  and  hath  agents 
among  ourlclves,  who  are  contented  to 
fee  their  own  country  nndone,  to  be  fmall 
fharers  in  that  iniquitous  gain,  which  at 
laft  muft  end  in  their  own  ruin  as  well  as 
ours.  I  confefs,  it  was  chiefly  the  confi- 
deration  of  tliat  great  danger  we  are  in, 
which  engaged  mc  to  difcourfe  to  you  on 
Vol.  XV.  XT  tliis 
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tliis  fubjedl ;  to  exhort  you  to  a  love  of 
your  country,  and  a  public  fpirit,  when  all 
you  have  is  at  flake  ;  to  prefer  tlie  intcreil 
of  your  prince  and  your  fellow  fubjcdt? 
before  that  of  one  dclh'udlivc  impoftoTi 
and  a  few  of  his  adlicrents. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  thouglit  b^''  fame,  that 
this  way  of  difcouriing  is  not  fo  proper 
from  the  pulpit.  But  fui-ely,  >vlien  an  open 
attempt  is  made,  and  fax  carried  on,  to 
make  a  great  kingdom  one  large  poor- 
houfe,  to  deprive  us  of  all  means  to  exer- 
cife  hofpitality  or  chai'ity,  to  turn  our 
cities  and  churches  into  ruins,  to  make 
the  country  a  defert  for  wild  beafts  and 
robbers,  to  deftroy  all  arts  and  iciences, 
all  trades  and  manufadtures,  and  the  very 
tillage  of  the  ground,  only  to  enrich  one : 
obfcure  ill-dcfigning  projedtor,  and  his  fot ; 
lowers ;  it  is  time  for  the  paftor  to  cry  our 
that  the  wolf  is  getting  into  liis  flock,  to 
warn  them  to  fland  together,  and  all  to 
Gonfult  the  common  fafety.  And  God  be 
praifed  for  liis  infinite  goodnefs  in  railing 
fuch  a  fpirit  of  union  among  us,  at  leaA 
in  this  point,  in  the  midft  of  all  our  for- 
mer divifions  4  which  union,  if  it  continue, 
will,  in  all  probability,  defeat  the  perni- 
cious 
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:ioU5  defign  of  this  peftilent  enemy  to  the 
lation. 

But,  from  hence,  it  clearly  follows  how 
leceflary  the  love  of  our  country,  or  a  pu- 
blic fpirit,  is  in  every  particular  man,  fince 
he  wicked  have  fo  many  opportunities  of 
loing  public  mifchief.  Every  man  is  up- 
>n  his  own  guard  for  his  private  advan- 
:age  ;  but,  where  the  public  is  concerned, 
le  is  apt  to  be  negligent,  coniidering  him- 
felf  only  as  one  among  two  or  three  mil- 
lions, among  whom  the  lofs  is  equally 
Qbared,  and  thus,  he  thinks,  he  can  be  no 
jreat  fufferen  Meanwhile  the  trader,  the 
Farmer,  and  the  fhop*keeper,  complain  of 
Jie  hardnefs  and  deadnefs  of  the  times, 
md  wonder  whence  it  comes  ;  while  it  is, 
in  a  great  meafure,  owing  to  their  own 
folly,  for  want  of  that  love  of  their  coun- 
try, and  public  fpirit  and  firm  unioii 
among  themfelves,  which  are  fo  neceflary 
to  the  profperity  of  every  nation. 

Another  method  by  which  the  meaneft 
wicked  man,  may  have  it  in  his  power  to 
injure  the  public,  is  falfp  accufation,  where- 
of this  kingdom  h^th  aflforded  too  many 
eijcamples  :  Neither  is  it  long  fince  no  man, 
whofe  opinions  were  thought  to  dififci' 
from  thofe  in  faftiion,  could  fafcly  con,- 
U  z  verfe 
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vcrfe  beyond  his  neareft  friends,  for  fear 
of  being  fworn  againft,  as  a  traitor,  by 
tliofe  who  made  a  traffic  of  perjury  stnd 
fubomation;  by  which  the  very  peace  of 
the  nation  was   difturbed,  and   men  fled 
from   eacli  other  as  they  would  from  a 
lion  or  a  bear  got  loofe.    And,  it  is  very 
remarkable,   that   the   pernicious   projed 
now  in  hand  to  reduce  us  to  beggary,  was 
forwarded  by  one  of  thefe  falfe  accufers, 
who  had  been  convicSled  of  endeavouring, 
by  perjury  and  fubomation,   to  take  away 
the  lives  of  feveral  innocent  perfons  hat 
among  us  ;    and,   indeed,  there  could  not   . 
be  a  more  proper  inftrument  for  fucha  j 
work. 

Another  method  by  which  the  meaneft 
people  may  do  injury  to  the  public,  is  i 
the  fpreading  of  lies  and  falfe  rumours,  I 
thus  railing  a  diftruft  among  the  people  of 
a  nation,  caufing  them  to  miftake  their 
true  intercft,  and  their  enemies  for  their 
friends  :  And  this  hath  been  likewifc  too 
fuccefsful  a  pra<5lice  attiong  us,  whchc  vre 
liavc  known  the  whole  kingdiim  mifled 
by  the  grofleft  lies,  raifed  upon  occafion 
to  fen^e  fomc  particular  turn.  As  it  hath 
alfo  happened  in  the  cafe  I  lately  mention- 
ed^ where  one  obfourc  man,  by  reprefent- 
3  ing 
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ing  our  wants  where  they  were  lead,  and 
concealing  them  where  they  were  greateft, 
had  ahnoft  fucceeded  in  a  projeft  of  ut- 
terly ruining  this  whole  kingdom ;  and 
may  ftill  fucceed,  if  God  doth  not  conti- 
nue that  public  fpirit,  which  he  hath  al- 
moft  miraculoufly  kindled  in  us  upon  this 
occafion. 

Thus  we  fee  the  public  js  many  times,  as 
it  were,  at  the  mercy  of  the  meaneft  inftru- 
ment,  who  can  be  wicked  enough  to  watch 
opportunities  of  doing  it  mifchief,  upon 
the  principles  of  avarice  or  malice ;  which, 
I  am  afraid,  are  deeply  rooted  in  too  many 
breafts,  and  againft  which  there  can  be  no 
defence,  but  a  firm  rcfolution  in  all  honeft 
men,  to  be  clofely  united  and  adlivc  in 
fhewing  their  love  to  their  countr)%  by  pre- 
ferring the  public  intereft  to  their  prefent 
•  private  advantage.  If  a  paflenger,  in  a 
great  ftorm  at  fea,  (hould  hide  his  goods 
tliat  they  might  not  ,be  thrown  over  board 
to  lighten  the  fhip,  what  would  be  the 
confequence  ?  The  fliip  is  caft  away,  and 
he  lofes  his  life  and  goods  together. 

We  have  heard  of  men,  who,  through 
greedinefs  of  gain,  have  brought  infecSled 
goods  into  a  nation,  which  bred  a  plague, 
whereof  the  owners   and  their  families 

U  3  perilhed 


294  DOING     GOOD: 

periflied  firft.  Let  thofe  among  us  con* 
iider  this  and  tremble,  whofe  houfes  are 
privately  ftored  with  thofe  materials  of 
beggary  and  dcfolation,  lately  bronght 
over  to  be  fcattered  like  a  peftilenee 
among  their  countrymen,  which  may 
probably  firft  feize  upon  themfelves  and 
their  families,  until  their  houfes  fhall  be 
made  a  dunghill. 

I  fhall  mention  one  practice  more,  by 
which  the  meaneft  inftruments  often  fuc» 
ceed  in  doing  public  mifchicf ;  and  this  is 
by  deceiving  us  with  plaufiblc  arguments^ 
to  make  us  beUeve  that  the  moft  ruinous 
projeifl  they  can  offer  is  intended  fbt  our 
good,  as  it  happened  in  the  cafe  fo  often 
mentioned.  For  the  poor  ignorant  people, 
allured  by  the  appearing  convenience  in 
their  fmall  dealings,  did  not  difcover  the 
fcrpent  in  the  brafs,  but  were  ready,  like 
the  Ifraelites,  to  offer  incenfe  to  it ;  neither 
could  the  wifdom  of  the  nation  convince 
them,  until  fome,  of  good  intentions,  made 
the  cheat  fo  plain  to  their  fight,  that  thofe 
who  run  may  read.  And  thus  the  defign 
was  to  treat  us,  in  every  point,  as  the 
Philiftines  treated  Samfon,  (I  mean  when 
he  was  betrayed  by  DaliJah)  firft  to  put  out 

our 
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our  eyes,  and  then  bind  us  with  fetters  of 
brafs. 

I  proceed  to  the  laft  thing  I  propofed, 
which  was  to  fhew  you  tliat  all  wilful  in- 
juries done  to  the  public,  are  very  great 
and  aggravated  fins  in  the  fight  of  God-, 

Firft,  It  is  apparent  f r6m  Scripture,  and 
moft  agreeable  to  reafori,  that  the  fafety 
and  welfare  of  nations  art  under  the  moft 
peculiar  care  of  God*s  providence.  Thud 
he  promifed  Abraham  to  fave  Sbdoth,  if 
only  ten  righteous  riifencJould  be- found  iii 
It.  Thus  the  reafon  which  God  'gave  to 
Jonas  for  not  deftroyihg^  Nineveh  v^as,  bi*- 
caufe  th^rc  were  fix  fcore  thoufarid  meh'  iii 
that  city,  '!:'•" 

All  government  is  from  God,  whSris- the 
God  of  order,  and  therefore  whoevtr  aty 
tempts  to  breed  confufion  or  drfturbance 
among  a  people,  doth  his  utmoft  to  take 
the  government  of  the  world  out  of  God's 
hands,  and  to  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the 
Devil,  who  is  the  author  of  confufion.  By 
which  it  is  plain,  that  no  crime,  how  hein- 
ous foever,  committed  againft  particular 
perfons,  can  equal  the  guilt  of  him  who 
does  injury  to  the  public. 

Secondly,  All  offenders  againft  their 
country  lie  under  this  grievous*  dilliciihy, 

U  4  that 
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that  it  is  next  to  impoflible  to  obtain  a  par- 
don,  or  make  reftitution.    The   bulk  of 
mankind  are  very  quick  at  refenting  inju- 
ries, and  very  flow  in  forgiving  them  :  Aad 
how  fhall  one  man  be  able  to  obtain  4ie 
pardon  of  millions,  or  repair  the  injuries 
he  hath  done  to   millions?     How  fliall 
thofe,  who,  by  a  moft  deflruAive  fraud, 
got  the  whole  wealth  of  our  neighbouring 
kingdom  into  their  hands,  be  ever  able  to 
make  a  recompeijce  I    How  will  the  au* 
thors  and  promoters  of  that  villainous  pro- 
je6l,  for  the  ruin  of  this  poor  country,  be 
able  to  accoimt  with  us  for  the  injuries 
they  have   already  done,   although  they 
ihould  no  farther  fuccced?    The  deplor- 
able cafe  of  fuch  wretches,  mufl  entirely 
be  left  to  the  unfathomable  nnercies  of 
God :  For  thofe  who  know  the  lead  in  re- 
Kgion  are  not  ignorant  that,  without  our 
utmoft  endeavours  to  make  reftitution  to 
the  pcrfon  injm-ed,  and  to  obtain  his  par- 
don, added  to  ^  fincere  repentance,  there 
is  no  hope  of  falvatign  given  in  the  GofpcL 
Laftly,    All   offences   againft    our  own 
country  have  this  aggravation,  that  they 
are  ungrateful  and  unnatural.   It  is  to  our 
country  we  owe  thofe  laws  which  proteft 
us  in  our  lives,  our  liberties,  our  proper- 
tics, 
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ties,  and  our  religion.  Our  country  pro- 
duced us  into  the  world,  and  continues  to 
nourifli  us  fo,  that  it  is  ufually  called  our 
mother ;  and  there  have  been  examples  of 
great  magiftrates,  who  have  put  their  own 
children  to  death  for  endeavoiuring  to  be- 
tray their  country,  as  if  they  had  attempt- 
ed the  life  of  their  natural  parent. 

Thus  I  have  briefly  fhewn  you  how  ter- 
rible a  fm  it  is  to  be  an  enemy  to  our  coun- 
try, in  order  to  incite  you  to  the  contrary 
virtue,  which  at  this  jundure  is  fo  highly 
neceflary,   when  every  man's  endeavoiu: 
will  be  of  ufe.    We  have  hitherto  been 
jufl  able  to  fupport  ourfelves  under  many 
hardfliips ;  but  now  the  axe  is  laid  to  the 
root  of  the  tree,  and  nothing  but  a  firm 
union  among  us  can  prevent  our  utter 
undoing.    This  we  are  obliged  to,  in  duty 
to  our  gracious  King,  as  well  as  to  oui*^ 
felves.    Let  us  therefore  preferve  that  pu- 
blic fpirit,  which  God  hath  raifed  in  us 
for  our  own  temporal  intereft.     For,  if 
this  wicked  projeft  fliould  fucceed,  which 
it  cannot  do  but  by  our  own  folly;   if 
we  fell  ourfelves  for  nought;   the  mer- 
chant, the  fhop-keeperi  the  artificer,  mull 
fly  to  the  dcfert  with  their  miferable  fami- 
lies, tliere  to  flarve  or  live  upon  rapine,  or 

at 
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at  Icaft  exchange  their  country  for  one  more 
hofpitable  than  that  where  they  were  bom. 

TTius  much  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  fay 
to  you,  who  are  under  my  care,  to  yam 
you  againfi  thofe  temporal  evils,  whid\ 
may  draw  the  worft  of  fpirituul  evils  after 
them ;  fuch  as  heart-burnings,  murmur- 
ings,  difcontents,  and  all  manner  of  wick- 
edAefs  which  a  defperatc  condition  of  life 
may  tempt  men  to. 

I  am  fenfible  that  what  t  have  now  faid 
will  not  go  very  far,  being  confined  to  this 
aflembly ;  but  I  hope  it  may  ftir  up  others 
of  my  brethren  to  exhort  their  feveral  cm- 
gregations,  after  a  more  ef&dual  manner, 
to  fhew  their  love  for  their  country  on  this 
important  occafion.  And  this,  I  attt  fore, 
caimot  be  called  meddling  in  affairs  of 
Itate. 

I  pray  God  protect  his  moil  gracious 
Majefly,  and  this  kingdom,  long  under  his 
government,  and  defend  us  from  all  ruiil- 
<ius  projedors,  deceivers,  fubomdrs,  per- 
jurers, felfe  accufers,  and  oppreflbrs;  from 
the  virulence  of  party  and  fadtion  ;  arid 
unite  us  in  loyalty  to  our  King,  love  to 
our  country,  and  charity  to  each  other. 
And  this  we  beg  for  Jefus  Chrift  his  fake: 
To  wlwm,  &c. 

AFRO 
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THAT 

%  AH  the  Lames  and  Women  of  Ireland 
-       ffaou]d  appear  conftantly  in  Iriih  Nfia- 
•    nufadures. 

Written  in  the  Year  d  mcc  xxix. 

THERE  was  a  treatife  written  about  nine 
♦  .  years  ago  to  perfuade  the  people  of 
jreland  to  wear  tlieir  own  manufatftixres  * 
This  treatife  was  allowed  to  have  not  one 
iyllable  in  it  of  party  or  difaffedtion,  but 
;was  wholly  founded  upon  the  growing 
poverty  of  the  nation,  occafioncd  by  the 
utter  want  of  trade  in  every  branchy  ex7 
cept  that  ruinous  importation  of  all  fcK 
reign  extravagancies  from  other  countries^ 
This  treatife  was  prefented,  by  the  Grande 
jury  of  the  city  and  coimty  of  Dublin,  as 
a  fcandalous,  feditious,  and  facflious  pam« 
phlet.  I  forget  who  was  the  foreman  of 
the  city  Grand-jury,  but  the  foreman  for 
.the  county,  was  one  Dodtor  Seal,  regifter  to 
ihe  Archbilhop  of  Dublin,  wherein  he  dif-^ 

^  Sec  YoK  X.  p.  I. 
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fered  much  from  the  fentimcnts  of  his 
Lord.  The  Printer  was  tried  before  the 
late  Mr.  Whitchet,  that  famous  Lord  Chief- 
Juftice ;  who,  on  the  bench,  laying  his 
hand  on  his  heart,  declared  upon  his  fal- 
vation  that  the  Author  was  a  Jacobite,  and 
had  a  defign  to  beget  a  quarrel  between 
the  two  nations.  In  the  midft  of  this  pro- 
fecution,  about  1500  weavers  were  forced 
to  beg  their  bread,  and  had  a  general  con- 
tribution made  for  their  rehef ,  wliich  juft 
ferved  to  make  them  drunk  for  a  week ; 
and  then  they  were  forced  to  turn  rogues, 
or  ftroUing  beggars,  or  to  leave  the  king- 
dom. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton,  who  was  thcd 
Lieutenant,  being  perfeftly  aihamed  of  fo 
infamous  and  unpopular  a  proceeding; 
obtained  from  England  a  no/i  profequi  for 
the  Printer.  Yet  the  Grand-jury  had  folenin 
tlianks  given  them  from  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

I  mention  this  paflage  (perhaps  too  much 
forgotten)  to  Ihew  how  dangerous  it  hath 
been  for  the  bcft  meaning  perfon  to*  write 
one  fyllablc  in  the  defence  of  his  country^ 
or  difcover  the  miferablc  condition  it  is  in. 

And,  to  prove  this  truth,  I  will  produce 
one  inftance  more  j  wholly  omitting  the 

famous 
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IBamous  cafe  of  the  Drapier,  and  the  pro- 

j  clamation  againft  him,  as  well  as  the  per- 

]  verfenefs  of  another  jury  againft  the  fame 

.'  -Mr.  Whitchet,   who  was  violently  bent  to 

I  adt  the  fecond  part  in  another  fcene, 

■       About  two  years  ago  there  was  a  fmall 

paper  printed,   which  was  called  A  Jhort 

View  of  the  State  of  Ireland  *,  relating  the  fe- 

veral  caufes  whereby  any  country  may 

;grow  rich,  and  applying  them  to  Ireland. 

-Whitchet  was  dead,  and  confequently  the 

printer  was  not  troubled.  Mift,  the  famous 

jbumalift,  happened  to  reprint  this  paper 

\  Tin  London,  for  which  his  prefs-folks  were 

^^•profecuted  for  almoft  a  twelvemonth ;  and, 

for  ought  I  know,  are  not  yet  difcharged. 

*^    This   is  our  cafe;    infomuch,  that,  al- 

^though  I  am  often  without  money  in  my 

"pocket,  I  dare  not  own  it  in  fome  company, 

for  fear  of  being  thought  difafFe(5led. 

But  iince  I  am  determined  to  take  care, 
that  the  author  of  this  paper  fliall  not  be 
'  diftovered,  (following  herein  the  moft  pru- 
dent practice  of  the  Drapier)  I  will  venture 
to  aflSxm,  that  the  three  feafons  wherein 
our  corn  hath  mifcarried,    did  no  more 
•  contribute  to  our  prefent  mifery,  than  one 
•ipoonful  of  water  thrown  upon  a  rat  al- 

♦  Sec  Vol.  X.  p.  300* 
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ready  drowned  would  contribute  to  his 
death ;  and  that  the  prefent  plentiful  har^ 
veft,  although  it  fliould  be  followed  ijy  a 
dozen  enfuing,  would  no  more  reftofeus, 
than  it  would  the  rat  aforefaid  to  put  \m 
near  the  fire,  which  might  indeed  warm 
his  fur-coat,  but  never  bring  him  back  to 
life. 

The  fliort  of  the  matter  is  this,  Thedif- 
trefles  of  the  kingdom  are  operating  mw 
and  more  every  day,  by  very  large  degrees, 
and  fo  have  been  doing  for  above  a  dozen 
years  paft. 

If  you  demand  from  whence  thefe  dif- 
trefles  hav^  arifcn,  I  defu-e  to  afk  the  fbt 
lowing  queftion. 

If  two  thirds  of  any  kingdom's  revenue 
be  exported  to  another  country,  without  j 
one  farthing  of  value  in  return,  and  if  the  | 
faid  kingdom  be  forbidden  the  moft  jHXift^ 
able  branches  of  trade  wherein  to  employ 
the  other  tliird,  and  only  allowed  to  traffic 
in  importing  thofe  commodities  which  aie 
moft  ruinous  to  itfelf,how  fliall  that  king- 
dom ftand? 

If  this  queftion  were  formed  into  die 
firft  propofition  of  an  hypothetical  fyl- 
logifm,  I  defy  the  man  bom  in  Irelandf 
who  is  now  in  the  f  aireft  way  of  getting  a 

coUedtoiihip, 
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CoUedtorftiip,  or  a  comet's  poft,  to  give  a 
good  reafon  for  denying  it. 
.  Jj^t  me  put  another  cafe.  Suppofe  a  gen- 
demands  ^ate  of  200/.  a  year  fliould  finlj: 
to  one  hundred,  by  fome  accident,  whcr 
ther   by  an  earthquake  or  inundation  it 
matters  not,andfuppofe  the  faidgentlemaijL 
utterly  liopekfs  and  unqualified  ever  to 
cetrieve  the  lofs ;  how  is  he  otherwife  tp 
proceed  in  his  future  oeconomy,  than  by 
reducing  it  on  every  article  to  one  half 
lefs,  unlefs  he  will  be  content  to  fly  his 
.^ountr}%  or  rot  in  jail  ?    This  is  a  reprefen- 
Jtation  of  Ireland's  condition,  only  with  one 
fault,   that  it  is  a  little  too.  favourable. 
IMeither  am  I  able  to  propofe  a  full  re- 
medy for  this,  that  Ihall  ever  be  granted, 
Jbut  only  a  fmall    prolongation  of   life, 
-until  God  fhall  miraculoufly  difpofe  the 
hearts  of  our  neighbours,   our  l^infmen, 
our  fellow  proteftants,  fellow  fubjedls,  and 
fellow  rational  creatures,  to  permit  us  to 
ftarve  without  nmning  further  ia  debt. 
,  I  am  informed  that  our  national  debt  (an4 
God  knows  how  we  wretches  came  by  that 
falhionable  thing  a  national  debt)  is  about 
aj:o,ooo  /.  J  which  is,  at  leaft,  one  third  of 
the  whole  kingdom's  rents,  after  our  ab- 
fentees  and  other  foreign  drains  are  paid, 

and 
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and  about  50,000  /•  more  than  all  the  cafh. 

It  feems  there  are  feveral  fchemes  fw 
raifing  a  fund  to  pay  the  intereft  oithis 
formidable  fum,  (not  the  principal,  fbrAds 
is  allowed  impoflible.)  The  neceffity  of 
raifing  fuch  a  fund  is  ftrongly  and  regu- 
larly pleaded  from  the  late  deficiencies  in 
tlie  duties  and  cuftoms.  And  is  it  the  ftiult 
of  Ireland  that  thefe  funds  are  deficient*. 
If  they  depend  on  trade,  can  it  poflibly  be 
otherwife,  wliile  we  have  neither  liberty 
to  trade,  nor  money  to  trade  with ;  neither 
hands  to  work,  nor  bufinefs  to  employ 
them,  if  we  had  ?  Our  difeafes  are  vifiblc 
enough,  both  in  their  caufes  and  effefts; 
and  the  cures  are  well  known,  but  impof- 
fible  to  be  applied. 

If  my  ftcward  comes  and  tells  me,  that 
my  rents  arc  funk  fo  low  that  they  are  very 
little  more  than  fufficient  to  pay  my  fer- 
vants  their  wages,  have  I  any  other  courfc 
left,  than  to  calhier  four  in  fix  of  my  raf- 
cally  footmen,  and  a  number  of  other  var- 
Icts  in  my  family,  of  whofe  infolence  the 
whole  neighbourhood  complains.  And  I 
Ihould  think  it  extremely  fevere  in  any 
law,  to  force  me  to  maintain  a  houfehold 
of  fifty  fer^'^ants,  and  fix  their  wages,  be- 
fore 
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fbre  I  hid  offered  my  rent-roll  upoii  oath 
<o  the  legiflators. 

•  To  return  hota  digreflingi  I  am  told 
-<)fte  fcheme  for  raifing  a  fund  to  pay  the 

interefl  of  our  national  debt,  is  by  a  fur* 
ther  duty  of  forty  fbdUings  a  ton  upon 
wine*  Some  gentlemen  would  carry  this 
matter  much  further  by  taifing  it  to  twelve 
|$6unds  J  which,  in  a  manner,  would  a- 
mount  to  a  prohibition.  Thus  wealdy 
itrguing  from  the  praftice  of  England. 

I  have  often  taken  notice,  both  in  print 
and  in  difcourfe,  that-  there  is  ho  topic  fo 
fallacious,'  either  in  talk  or  in  writing,  as 
*o  argu^'how  we  ought  to  adt  in  Ireland 
JTom  the  example  of  England,  Holland, 
France,  or  any  other  country,  whofe  inha-^ 
l>itants  are  allowed  the  common  "rights 
•and  liberties  of  humankind.  I  =  could 
-undertake'  to  name '  fii  or  ftveft  of  the 
moft  uncontrolled  maxims  ih  government, 
■which  are  utterly  falfe  in  this  kingdoni. 

As  to  the  additionalduty  on  wine,  I  think 
•any  perfon  may  deliver  his  opinion  upon 
it,  until  it  fhall have  piffed  into  a  law;  and, 
till  then,  I  declare  mine  to  be  pofitively 
againil  it. 

•  Firft,  Becaufe  there  is  no  nation  yet 
known,  in  either  hemifphcre,  where  the 

Vol.  XV.  X  people 
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peopk  of  all  conditions  are  skore  in  want 
of  fome  cordial,  to  keep  up  their  fpirits, 
than  in  this  of  ours.  I  am  not  in  jcft ;  and, 
if  the  f  (U5t  will  not  be  ^owed  m^,  I  fluU 
not  argue  it. 

Secondly,  U  is  too  well  and  generaltj 
known^  that  thi&  taix  of  forty  ihilU^ 
additional  on  CY-ery.  ton  of  wine  (which 
will  be  double  at  leaft  to  the  home-coik- 
fumer)  will  increaie  equally  every  n^ 
feinon  of  parhament,  until  perhaps  it 
comes  to  twelve  poimds. 

Thirdly^  Becaufc,  as  the  merchants  m- 
form  me,  and  as  I  have  known  many  die 
like  inftances  in  England^  this  addition^ 
tax  wiJ^  more  probably  leilen  this  bntndl 
of  the  revenue,  than  encreafe  it.  A94 
therefore  Sir  John  Stanley,  a  coofiBiillioner 
of  the  cuftoms,.  in  England,  ufed  to  £iy, 
That  the  Houfe  of  G)mmons  were  gene* 
rally  miflaken  in  matters  of  crade,  by  an 
erroneous  opinion  that  two  and  two  maju 
four.  :  Thus,  if  you  ihould  lay  an  addi- 
tional duty  of  one  penny  a  pound  on  raifinsi 
or  fugar,  the  revenue,  inflead  of  rifin|^ 
would  certainly  fink  ;  and  the  confe* 
quence  would  only  be,  to  leflen  tlie  num- 
ber of  plum-pudding.s,  and  ruin  the  con- 
fe<!Vioner. 

,  Foimhly, 
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rourtbly,  I  am  likewife  aflured  by  mer- 
ims,  that,  upon  this  additional  forty 
jflaillings,  the  French  will  at  leaft  equally 
araife  dieir  duties  upon  all  commodities 
"WC  export  thidier. 

BiiBchly,.  If  an  original  extrad  of  the  ex- 
ports and  imports  be  true,  we  ha-ve  been 
2^imers'  upon  the  balance  by  our  trade  with 
J^ance  for  feveral  years  paA  $  and,  although 
4BF  gain  amotmts  to  lio  great  fum,  we 
4taght  to  be  fatisfied,  fince  we  are  no  lofers, 
'  'vriih  the  only  confolatidn  we  are  capable 
e£  receiving. 

.  LaMy,  The  worft  confequence  is  behind. 
If  we  raife  the  duty  on  wine  to  a  confi- 
depable  height,  we  lofe  the  only  hold  we 
lUrve  of  keeping  among  us  the  few  gen- 
demen  of  any  tolerable  eftates.  I  am  con- 
fident, there  is  hardly  a  gendeman  of  eight 
tiundred  poimds  a  year  and  upwards,  in 
this- kingdom,  who  would  balance  half  an 
hour  to  confider  whether  he  ihould  live 
'here  or  in  England,  if  a  family  could  be 
9,9  cheaply  maintained  in  the  one  as  the 
other.  As  to  eatables,  they  are  as  cheap 
in  many  fine  counties  of  England,  as  in 
feme  very  indifferent  ones  here ;  or,  if 
there  be  any  difference,  that  vein  of  tluift, 
and  prudence  in  oeconomy,  wliich  paBes 

X  ;i  there, 
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there  without  reproach,  (arid,  chiefly  In 
London  itfelf )  would  amply  make  up  die 
diflerence.  But  the  article  of  French  wine 
is  hardly  tolerable,  in  any  diegree  of  plenty,' 
to  a  middling  fortune :  And  this  is  it  whidi, 
by  growing  habitual,  wholly  turns  the 
fcale.  with  thofe  few. landed  men  difefr 
gaged  from  employments,  who  contem 
themfelves  to  liye  hofpitably  with  plenty 
of  good  wine  in  their  own  country,  rather 
than  in  penury  and  obfciuity  in  another, 
with  bad,  or  with  none  at  all. 

Having  therefore,  as  far  as.  in  me  lies, 
abolilhed  tliis  additional  duty  upon  wine; 
for  I  am  not  under  the  Icaft  concern  about 
paying  the  intereft  of  the  national  debij 
but  leave  it,  as  in  loyalty  bound,  wholly 
to  the  wifdom  of  the  Honourable  Houfe 
of  Commons  :  I  come  now  to  con£der  by 
what  methods  we  may  be  able  to  put  off, 
and  delay  our  utter  undoing  as  long  as  ii 
is  pofliblc. 

I  never  have  difcourfed  any  rcafonable 
man  upon  this  fubjc«5):,  who  did  not  allow 
that  there  was  no  remedy  left  us,  but  to 
leflen  the  importation  of  all  unneceffaiy 
commodities,  as  much  as  it  was  poilible; 
and  like  wife,  either  to  perfuade  our  abfen- 
tecs  to  fpend  their  money  at  home,  which 

is 
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^8  impoffible,  or  tax  them  at  five  fhillings 
-in  the  pound  during  their  abfence,  with 
^ch  allowances,  upon  neceflary  occafions, 
"as  it  fhall  be  fliought  convenient ;  or,  by 
permitting  us  a  free  trade,  which  is  denied 
to  no  other  nation  upon  earth.  The  three 
*laft  methods  are  treated  by  Mr.  Prior,  in 
his  moft  ufeful  treatife,  added  to  his  lift  of 
•abfentees. 

I    It  is  to  gratifjr  the  vanity  and  pride,  and 
•luxury  of  the  women,  and  of  the  young 
Sfops  who  admire  them,  that  we  owe  this 
-infiipportable  grievance  of  bringingCin  the 
inftruments  of  our  ruin.    There  is  annu- 
ally brought  over  to  this  kingdom  near 
^ninety    thoufand   pounds    worth  of  filk, 
*  whereof  the  greater  part  is  manufafturcd : 
Thirty  thoufand  pounds  more  is  expend- 
ed in  muflin,  hoUand,  cambric,  and  cal- 
lico.  What  the  price  of  lace  amounts  to,  is 
not  eafy  to  be  coUedled  from  the  cuftom- 
houfe  book,  being  a  kind  of  goods  that 
takes  up  little  room,  and  is  eafily  run ;  but, 
confidering  the  prodigious  price  of  a  wo- 
man's head^efs,  at  ten,  twelve,  twenty 
pounds  a  yard,  muft  be  very  great.    The 
tea,    rated  at  feven  fhillings  per  poimd, 
comes  to  near  twelve  thoufand  poiir^ls^, 
but,  confidering  it  as  the  coioaicn  V;i:ai:^v 
X  3  .      ■■'       c 
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of  ^very  chambermaid,  icmpRrtfy,  asd 
oadefman'6  wife,  both  ii^  tovm  a&d  eonat- 
try,  however  they  come  by  it,  xnilft  nedi 
coil  the  kingdom  double  that  fum.  Coflk 
is  fomewhat  above  7,000  /.•  I  have  ieenw 
account  of  chocolate,  and  fome  other  ht 
dian  or  American  goods.  Tlie  dnp^ 
imported  is  about  24,000  /.  The  whdfc 
amounts  (with  one  or  two  other  paxticih 
lars)  to  ij:o,ooo  A  The  laviflmig  of  all 
vrhich  money  is  juft  as  prudent  xnd  ne- 
ceflary,  as  to  fee  a  man  in  an  emliroidtscd 
coat  Iregging  out  of  Newgate  in  an  dd 
fhoe. 

I  allow  that  the  thrown  and  ra^vir  filk  is 
lefs  pernicious;  becaufe  we. have  iomt 
ihare  in  the  manufafture ;  but  we  are  not 
now  in  circumftances  to  trifle.  It  cofts  its 
above  40,000  /.  a  year :  And  if  the  ladies, 
till  better  times,  will  not  be  content  to  go 
in  their  own  country  fhifts,  I  vrilh  they 
may  go  in  rags.  Let  them  vie  with  each 
other  in  the  iinencfs  of  their  native  linen: 
Their  beauty  and  *gentlenefs  will  as  well 
appear,  as  if  they  were  covered  over  with 
diamonds  and  brocade. 

I  believe  no  man  is  fo  weak,  as  to  hope 
or  eipedt  that  fuch  a  reformation  can  be 
brought  about  by  a  law.    But  a  thorough, 

hearty, 
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leany,  unanimous  vote^  in  both  Houfes 
f  Parliament,  might  perhaps  anfwer  as 
rell:  Every  fenator,  noble  or.  plebeiln, 
living  his  honour,  that  neither  himfelf, 
or  any  of  his  family,  would,  in  their 
refs  or  furniture  of  their  houfes,  make 
fe  of  any  thing  except  what  was  of<  the 
rowth  and  manufadture  of  this  king- 
om ;  and  that  they  would  ufe  the  utmoft 
f  their  power,  influence  and  credit^  to 
revail  on  their  tenants,  dependants^  and 
iends,  to  foUdw  their  ezamplet 
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T  ©     T  H  E 

ARCH?ISHf(Sp- OF   DUBLIN, 

,   coopernxpg  the  W  e  a  v  e  r  5. 

My  Lord,    , 

THE  Corporation  of  Weavers  in  the 
woollen  manufadture,  who  have  fo 
often  attended  yoiir  Grace,  and  called  up- 
on me  with  their  fchemes  and  propofals, 
were  with  me  on  Thurfday  laft  ;  when  h* 
w^ho  fpoke  for  the  reft,  and  in  the  name  of 
his  abfent  bretlireo,  faid,  It  was  the  opi- 
nion of  the  t^rhole  body,  that  if  fomewhat 
were  written  at  this  time  by  an  able  hand, 
to  perfuade  the  people  of  this  kingdom  to 
wear  their  own  woollen  manufa<5hires,  it 
might  be  of  good.ufe  to  the  nation  in  ge- 
neral, and  prefervft  many  hundreds  of 
their  trade  from  flarving.  To  which  I 
anfwcred,  That  it  was  hard  for  any  man  of 
common  fpirit  to  turn  his  thoughts  to  fuch 
fpeculations,  without  difcovering  a  refcnt- 
mcnt  winch  people  are  too  delicate  to  bear. 

For 
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for  I  will  not  deny  to  your  Grace,  that  I 
cannot  refledl  on  the  fingular  condition  of 
this  country,  different  fromall  others  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth,  without  fome  emo- 
tion, and  without  often  examining,  as  I 
pafs  the  ftreets,  whether  thofe  animals 
which  come  in  my  way,  with  two  legs  and 
human  faces,  clad  and  ereft,  be  of  the 
fame  fpecies  with  what  I  have  feen  very 
like  them  in  England,  as  to  the  outward 
Ihape,  but  differing  in  their  notions,  na- 
tures, and  intcUedluals,  more  than  any  two 
kinds  of  brutes  in  a  foreft ;  which  any  mad 
of  common  prudence  would  immediately 
difcover,  by  perfuading  them  to  define 
-what  they  mean  by  law,  liberty,  property, 
courage,  reafon,  loyalty,  or  religion. 

One  thing,  my  Lord,  I  am  very  confix 
dent  of;  that  if  God  Almighty,  for  our 
fins,  would  moft  juftly  fend  us  a  pefti- 
lence,  whoever  fliould  dare  to  difcover  his 
grief  in  public  for  fuch  a  vifitation,  would 
certainly  be  cenfured  for  difaffeftion  to 
the  government.  For  I  folemnly  profefs, 
that  I  do  not  know  one  calamity  we  have 
undergone  thefe  many  years,  whereof  any 
man,  whofe  opinions  were  not  in  falhion, 
dared  to  lament,  without  being  openly 
charged  with  that  imputation.    And  this 

is 
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is  the  harder,  becaufe  although  a  motho; 
when  ihe  hath  corre<%ed  her  chiSd,  111x7 
fometimes  fbrce  it  to  kifs  the  tcxI,  yet 
ihe  will  never  ghre  that  fx>wer  to  die  isdu 
boy  or  the  fcuUion. 

My  Lord,  There  are  two  things  for  dx 
people  of  this  kingdom  to  confider:  fixft, 
Their  prefent  evil  condidon ;  and,  feond* 
ly.  What  can  be  done  in  fome  degree  to 
remedy  it. 

I  Hiall  not  enter  into  a  pardcular  de. 
fcription  of  our  prefent  mifery :  It  hadi 
been  already  done  in  feva^  papers,  and 
very  fully  in  one  entitled  AJbort  Vitw  «ftht 
State  of  Ireland.  It  will  be  enough  to  men* 
tion  die  entire  want  of  trade,  the  naviga* 
tion-aA  executed  with  the  utmoft  rigpr, 
die  remiffion  of  a  million  every  year  to 
England,  the  ruinous  importation  of  fb> 
reign  luxury  and  vanity,  the  oppreflioaof 
landlords,  and  difcouragement  of  agricnl* 
ture. 

Now  all  thofe  evils  are  without  the  pGf< 
jibility  of  a  cure,  except  that  of  impor- 
tations }  and  to  fence  againft  ruinous  folly 
will  be  always  in  our  power,  in  fpitc  of 
the  difcouragements,  mordficadons,  con- 
tempt, hatred,  and  oppreifion  we  labour 
under;  .But  our  trade  will  never  mend, 

the 
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f^ -ja^'j%».iao/ira&  never  be  fo£taied,  our 
p.b£e»teBS  never  recwn»  oiir  endlefs  foreign 
^yments  nev^  be  le^ned>  our  own  land- 
Jords  never  be  leis  ezadting.. 

Ail  other  ichemes  for  preferving  this 
Icingdoai  horn  ntter  n»n  are  idle  and 
vj&omay,  ccffifequentlydrav^  from  wrong 
,;reafoning,  and  from  general  topics,  which, 
for  the  fame  caufes  that  they  may  be  one 
in  all  nations,  are  certainly  falfe  in  ours  ; 
as  I  have  told  the  public  c^ten  enough, 
hvA  with  as  little  efiedt  as  what  I  ihall  lay 
at  prefent  is  likely  to  produce. 

I  am  weary  of  £0  many  abortive  pro- 
je^,  for  die  advancement  of  trade;  of  ib 
.many  crude  propoials,  in  letters  fent  me 
iirom  unknown  hands ;  of  fo  many  contra- 
.di<5tory  fpeculations,  about  raifing  or  fink- 
ing the  value  of  gold  and  filver :  I  am  not 
in  the  leafl  fcanry  to  hear  of  the  great  num- 
bers going  to  America,  although  very  much 
for  the  caufes  that  drive  them  from  us, 
£nce  the  uncontrolled  maxim,  *^  That 
**  people  are  the  riches  of  a  nation,"  is  no 
maxim  here  imder  our  circumfbinces.  We 
have  neither  manufadlures  to  employ 
them  about,  nor  food  to  fupport  them. 

If  a  private  gentleman's  income  be 
fiiwTr  irretrievably  for  ever  from  a  him- 

drcd 
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dred  pounds  to  fifty,  and  that  he  hath  lii 
other  method  to  fupply  the  deficienqr,  I 
defire  to  know,  my  Lord,  whether  fudi  a 
perfon  hath  any  other  courie  to  take,  thaa 
to  fink  half  his  expences  in  every  article  of 
occonomy,  to  fave  himfelf  f it>in  ruin  and 
a  jail.  Is  not  this  more  than  doubly  the 
cafe  of  Ireland,  where  the  want  of  money, 
the  irretrievable  ruin  of  trade,  with  the 
other  evils  above-inentiohed,  and  many 
more  too  well  known  and  felt,  and  too 
numerous  or  invidious  to  relate,  have  been 
gradually  finking  us  for  above  a  dossen 
years  paft,  to  a  degree  that  we  are  at  Icaft 
by  two  thirds  in  a  worfe  condition  than 
was  ever  known  fince  the  Revolution. 
Therefore,  inftead  of  dreams  and  projeAs 
for  advancing  of  trade,  we  have  no- 
thing left-  but  to  find  out  fome  expedient 
whereby  we  may  reduce  our  expences  to 
our  incomes. 

Yet  this  procedure,  allowed  fo  neceflary 
in  all  private  families,  and  in  its  ow^n  na- 
ture fo  eafy  to  be  put  in  practice,  may  meet 
with  ftrong  oppofition  by  the  cowardly  fla- 
vifb  indulgence  of  the  men  to  the  intole- 
rabre'  pride,  arrogance,  vanity,  and  luxury 
of  the*  women  ;  who,  ftri<5lly  adliering  to 
he  rules  of  modem  education,  feem  to 

employ 
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.  employ  their  whole  ftock  of  invendon  in 
Contriving  new  aits  of  pi^ofufion  fafteri^ban 
'  the  moft  parfimonioushiifband  can  a£Gbrd: 
And,  to  compafs.  this  work  the  more  efTec- 
tuaiUy,  their  .univerfal  jnaxim  is  to'  defpife 
and  deteft  every  thing  of  the  growth  and 
xnanufEidure  of  their  own  country,  and 
moll  to  value,  whatever. comes  from  the 
very  remoteft  parts  of  the  globe.  And  I 
am  convinced,  that,  if  the  virtue^  could 
once  fiiid  out  a.world  in  the  moon,  with 
p,  paflage^  to  it,  our  %yomen  would  wear 
nothing  but.  what  came  diredly  from 
thence. 

The  prime  coft  of  wine  yearly  imported 
to  Ireland  is  valued  at  30,000  /. ;  and  the 
tea  (including  coffee  and  chocolate)  at  five 
times  that  fum.  The  lace,  iilks,  caUicoes, 
and  all  other  imneceflary  ornaments  for 
vromen,  including  Englilh  cloths  and 
ftufis,  added  to  the  former  articles,  make 
up  (to  compute  grofsly)  about  400,000/. 
-  Now,  if  we  Ihould  allow  the  30,000  /. 
wherein  the  women  have  their  fhare,  and 
which  is  all  we  have  to  comfort  us,  and 
.dedudt  70,000  /.  more  for  over-reaching, 
there  would  ftill  remain  300,000  /.  annually 
ipent,  for  unwholefome  drugs  and  un- 
jjeceflary  finery.    Which  prodigious  fum 

would 
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wobK^  be  wh^Uy  faved,  aod  waaaij 
ISuide  of  our  mifevabte  fhop^keepera  ani 
aDanuf aK£hiF«c»  comfoortabty  fiappoited. 

Let  ^ecabfldve  people  bofiy  their  ham 
as.  much  as.  diey  pleatfej  these  is-  no  ptha 
vQuy  CO  pcevem  tliis  kiagdopt  ^eom  fiiddag 
for  ever,  than  by  utterly  lenaxuiciag  aS 
foneigsi  dreis  and  hucury. 

It  is  abfolutdy  fb  in  £i<fl,  that  every 
hufband,  of  any  f ovtune  in.  ttho:  kingdonii 
is  nouieiiluAg  a  poifonous  devouring  kh 
pe^  in  his^  bofom,  "vviih  all  the  mifchi^, 
but  with  none  ai  its  wifdom. 

If  all  the  women  were  clad  with  dM 
groKKth  of  their  own-  country,  they  nught 
ftiU  vie  with  each  other  mt  the  couile  of 
foppery,  and  fiill  have  roont  left  to  vk 
with  each  other,  and  equaliy  fliew^  tfadr 
wit  and  judgment  in  deciding  upon  the 
variety  of  Iriih  ftu^.  And,  if  tliey  couU 
be  contented  with  their  native  wholefbmc 
flops  for  breakfaft,  we  Ihouldhear no  moit 
of  their  fpleen,  hyfterics,  choUcs,  palpita- 
tions, and  afthmas.  They  might  ftiUbe 
allowed  to  ruin  each  other,  and  their  huf- 
bands  at  play,  becaufe  the  money  loft 
would  (Mily  circulate  among  ourfelves. 

My  Lord,  I  freely  own  it  a  wild  imag^o 

nation,  that  any  words  will  cure  the  ion- 
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tUI^Q^  of  imn,  or  the  vTmicy  of  women ; 
l^i^t  the  kmgdoak  is  in  a  fair  way  of  pro- 
^cing  the  moil  e£fe<fhial  remedy,  when 
theiie,  will  not  be  money  left  for  die  com* 
aaon  comrfe  of  buying  and  felling  the 
v«ry  necejQ^xies  of  life  in  our  market^ 
imlefs  we  absolutely  change  the  whc^ 
lEethod  of  our  proceedings. 

.  The  corp(»:ation  of  weavers  in  wooUcn 
and  iUk,  who  have  fo  frequently  offered 
pxopofals  both  to  your  Grace  and  to  me, 
are  the  hotteft  and  coldeft  generation  of 
men  that  I  have  known.  About  a  month 
ago,  they  attended  your  Grace,  when  I 
had  the  honour  to  be  with  you,  and  de* 
figned  me  the  fame  favour.  They  defired 
you  would  recommend  to  your  clergy  to 
westr  gowns  of  Iriih  ftuffs,  which  might 
probably  fpread  the  example  among  aU 
their  brethren  in  the  kingdom  ;  and,  pci> 
hd{>8^»  among  the  lawyers  and  gentlemen 
of  the  univeiiity,  and  among  the  citizens 
oi-  thofe  corporations  who  appear  in  gown$ 
on  fdemn  occaiions.  I  then  mentioned  a 
kind  of  ftuff,  not  above  eight  pence  a  yard, 
which  I  heard  had  been  contrived  by  fome 
of  the  trade,  and  was  very  convenient.  I 
defired  they  would  prepare  fome  of  that, 
or  any  fort  of  black  iluif,  on  a  certain 

4ay, 
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day,  when  youi*  Grace  ivould  appoint  as 
many  clergymen  as  could  readily  be  found 
to  meet  at  yom-  palace,  and  there  give  their 
opinions ;  and  that,  your  Grace's  vifitatioa 
approaching,  you  could  then  have  the 
befft  opportunity  of  feeing  what  could  be 
done  in  a  matter  of  fuch  confequence,  as 
they  fcemcd  to  think,  to  the  woollen  ma* 
nufafture.  But  inftcad  of  attending,  as 
was  expcifted,  they  came  to  mc  a  fortnight 
after  with  a  new  propofal,  that  fomething 
fliould  he  written,  by  an  acceptable  and 
able  hand,  to  promote  in  general  the  wear* 
ing  of  home  manufacfhires,  and  their  civi- 
lities would  fix  that  work  upon  mc.  I  a(k- 
ed  if  they  had  prepared  the  fluffs,  as  they 
had  promifed,  and  your  Grace  expedted  j 
but  they  had  not  made  the  leaft  ftep  in  the 
matter,  nor,  as  it  appears,  thought  of  it 
more. 

I  did,  fome  years  ago,  propofe  to  the 
mafters  and  principal  dealers  in  the  home 
manufacflures  of  filk  and  wool,  tliat  they 
Ihould  meet  together ;  and,  after  manire 
confideration,  publifh  advertifements  to  the 
following  purpofe. 

That,  in  order  to  encourage  tlie  wearing 

of  Irifli  manufaftm'cs  in  filk  and  woollen, 

they  gave  notice  to  the  nobility  and  genuy 

I  of 
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of  the  kingdom,  That  they  the  under-^ 
figned,  would  enter  into  bonds  for  them- 
felves,  and  for  each  other,  to  fell  the  feve- 

^  ral  forts  of  fluffs,  cloths,  and  filks,  made 
to  the  beft  perfeiflion  they  were  able,  for 
certain  fixed  prices ;  and  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that,  if  a  child  were  fent  to  any  of  their 
:Qiops,  the  buyer  might  be  fecure  of  the  va- 
lue and  goodnefs,and  meafure  of  the  ware: 
And,  left  this  might  be  thought  to  look  like 
a  monopoly,  any  other  member  of  the 
trade  might  be  admitted,  upon  fuch  condi- 
tions as  ihould  be  agreed  on.  And,  if  any 
perfon  whatfoever  Ihould  complain  that 
he  was  ill-ufed  in  the  value  and  goodnefs 
of  what  he  bought,  the  matter  fhould  be 
examined,  the  perfon  injured  be  fully  fa- 
tisfied  by  the  whole  corporation,  without 
delay,  and  the  dilhoneft  feller  be  ftruck 
out  of  the  fociety,  unlefs  it  appeared  evi- 
dently that  tlie  failure  proceeded  only 
from  miftake. 

The  mortal  danger  is,  that  if  thefe  deal- 
ers could  prevail,  by  the  goodnefs  and 
cheapnefs  of  their  cloths  and  fluffs,  to  give 
a  turn  to  the  principal  pegple  of  Ireland 

.  in  favour  of  their  goods,  they  would  re- 

|apfe  into  the  knavifh  practice  peculiar  to 

this  kingdom,  which  is  apt  to  run  through 

\  Vol.  XV.  Y  all 
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all  trades,  even  fo  low  as  a  common  ale-^ 
feller ;  who,  as  foon  as  he  gets  a  vogue 
for  his  liquor,  and  oiitfells  his  neighbours, 
thinks  his  credit  will  put  off  the  worft  he 
can  buy,  till  his  cuftomers  will  come  w 
more.  Thus  I  have  known  at  London, 
in  a  general  mourning,  the  drapiers  dye 
black,  all  their  old  damaged  goods,  and 
fell  them  at  double  rates,  then  complain 
and  petition  tlie  court,  that  they  are  ready 
to  ftarve  by  the  continuance  of  the  mourn- 
ing. 

Therefore,  I  fay,  thofe  principal  weavers, 
who  would  enter  into  fuch  a  compaS  as  I 
have  mentioned,  mufl  give  fufficient  fccu- 
rity  againft  all  fuch  pradtices  :  For,  if  once 
the  women  can  perfuade  their  hufbands 
that  foreign  goods,  befides  the  finery,  will 
be  as  cheap,  and  do  more  fervice,  our  laft 
llate  will  be  worfe  than  tlie  fii^. 

I  do  not  here  pretend  to  digeft  per&dly 
the  method  by  wliich  thefc  principal  fliop" 
keepers  Ihall  proceed  in  fuch  a  propoial ; 
but  my  meaning  is  clear  enough,  and  can- 
not reafonably  be  obje(5led  againft. 

We  have  feen  what  a  deftruiStive  lofs  the 

king  do  n  received,  by  tlie  deteflable  fraudof 

the  mercliants,  or  northern  linen-weav^sps^ 

or  both ;  riotwitliilandingaUahe  care  of  the 
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governors  at  that  board,  when  we  had  an 
ibSct  of  commerce  with  the  Spaniards  for 
our  linen,  to  the  value,  as  I  am  told,  of 
300,000/.  a  year.  But,  while  we  deal  like 
^dlats,  we  fliall  praftife  like  pedlars,  and 
facrifice  all  honefty  to  the  prefent  urging 
advantage. 

What  I  have  faid  may  lervc  as  an  an- 
swer to  the  dcfirc  made  me  by  the  corpora- 
tion of  weavers,  that  I  would  offer  my  no- 
tions to  the  public.  As  to  any  thing  fur- 
ther, let  them  apply  themfelves  to  the  par- 
liament in  their  next  feffion.  Let  them  pre- 
vail on  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  grant  one 
yery  reafonable  requeft ;  and  I  fhall  think 
there  is  ftill  fome  fpirit  left  in  the  nation, 
when  I  read  a  vote  to  this  purpofe :  Rcfolv- 
cd,  ncmine  contradictnte,  That  this  Houfe  will, 
for  the  future,  wear  no  cloths  but  fuch  as 
are  made  of  Irilh  growth,  or  of  Irifh  manu- 
fafture,  nor  will  permit  their  wives  or 
children  to  wear  any  other :  And  that  they 
v^ill,  to  the  utmoft,  endeavour  to  prevail 
with  their  friends,  relations,  dependents, 
and  tenants  to  follow  their  example.  And 
if,  at  the  fame  time,  they  could  banifli  tea, 
and  coffee,  and  china-ware  out  of  their  fa* 
niilies,  and  force  their  wives  to  chat  th^ir 
fcandal  over  an  infulion  of  fage,  or  other 
Y  2  wholcfome 
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wholefome  domeftic  vegetables,  we  might 
poflibly  be  able  to  fubfift,  and  pay  our  ab- 
lentees,  pcnfioners,  generals,  civil  officers, 
appeals,  colliers,  temporary  travellers,  ftu- 
dents,  fchoolboys,  fplenetic  vifiters  of  Bath, 
Tvinbridge,  and  Epfom,  witli  all  other 
fmallcr  drains,  by  fending  our  crude  im- 
wrought  goods  to  England,  and  receiving 
from  thence,  and  all  other  countries,  no- 
thing but  what  is  fully  manufaftured,  and 
keep  a  few  potatoes  and  oatmeal  for  our 
own  fubfiftence. 

I  have  been,  for  a  dozen  years  paft,  wifely 
prognofticating  the  prefent  condition  of 
tiiis  kingdom ;  which  any  human  creature, 
of  common  fenfe,  could  foretel,  with  as 
little  fagacity  as  myfelf.  My  meaning  is, 
that  a  confumptive  body  muft  needs  die, 
which  hath  fpent  all  its  fpirits,  and  receiv- 
ed no  nourifhment.  Yet  I  am  often  tempt- 
ed to  pity,  when  1  hear  the  poor  farmer 
.and  cottager  lamenting  the  hardnefs  of  the 
times,  and  imputing  them  cither  to  one 
or  two  ill  feafons,  which  better  climates 
than  ours  are  more  cxpofed  to ;  or  to  fear* 
city  of  filver,  which  to  a  nation  of  liberty, 
would  only  be  a  flight  and  temporary  in- 
convenience, to  be  removed  at  a  nionth's 
warning. 
L- .  .  ANSWER 
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ANSWER 

,  T  O    S  E  V  E  R  A  L 

LETTERS  from  unknown  Persons, 
Written  in  the  Year  m  dcc  xxix. 

'  Gentlemen, 

I  Am  inclined  to  think  that  I  received  a 
letter  from  you  two  *  laft  fununer,  di- 
riefted  to  Dublin,  while  I  was  in  the  coun- 
try, whither  it  was  fent  nie,  and  I  ordered 
an  anfwer  to  it  to  be  printed ;  but,  it  feems, 
it  'had  little  efFedt,  and  I  fuppofe  this 
will  have  not  much  more;  '  But  the  heart 
elf  this  people  is  waxed  grofs,  and  their 
ears  are  dull  of  hearing,  and  their  'cycs 
they  have  clofed.  And,  Gentlemen,  I  am 
to  tell  you  another  thing:  That  the  world 
is  too  regardlefs  of  what  we  write  for  the 
public  good :  That,  after  we  have  deli- 
vered our  thoughts,  without  any  profpedt 
of  advantage  or  of  reputation,  which  latter 
is  not  to  be  had  but  by  fubfcribing  our 
names,  we  cannot  prevail  upon  a  printer 

*  Truexnan  and  Layfield. 

Y  3  ta 
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to  be  at  the  charge  of  fending  it  into  the 
worlcj,  unlefs  we  will  be  at  all,  or  half  the 
cxpence:  And,  although  we  are  willing 
enough  to  beflow  our  labours,  we  think 
it  unrcafonable  to  be  out  of  pocket ;  be-r 
caufe  it,  probably,  nuy  not  coniift  vith 
the  fituation  of  our  affairs. 

I  do.  very  niu.ch  approve  your  gqod  in-f 
tentions,  and,  in  a  great  meafure,  jom 
manner  of  declaring  then*  j  and  I  ^0 
i^iagine  ^ou  imeiided  ib.^^t  the  worl^ 
Ihould  no^  9nly>  kno,^  ycoj^.  fipmiinj^ts^ 
bu,t  niy  anivef v?f ^l*  1  ^^  iwp2Uti»tiy 

That  great  PreUjte,  in  whofe  cover  yojft. 
dice^lcd  your  .le|tj^E,  fcnti  it  to  m^  dii^; 
mprning;;;  and  I  b^gj^iny.a^ver  to-nfg^ 
not  kjUpwing  'v^h^t^interrugtipastl  may  fl^ 
witlx. 

^hfiyc. ordered; yopr  letter  to-be  prin^^^ 
as  it  ought  to  1^,.  along  Wfitli  my  zniw^^ 
becaufe,  I  conceiy^,  it  will  be  more  accept-', 
able  and  informing  to  die  kingdom. 

I  iliall  therefore  now  go  on,  to  ajiiwet 
your  letter  in  aJl  manner  of-  fincerity. 

Although  your  letter  be  threded;  to- me, 
yet  I:  take  myfclf  to  bie  only  ai>  imagkjary, 
perfon :  For  although  I  conjecture  I  had 
formerly  one  from  you,  yet-Inever  anfwer- 

ed 
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«d  it  othscfwifc  than  in  print ;  neither  was 
I  at  a  lofs  to  know  the  rcafons  why  fo 
many  people  of  this  kingdom  were  tranf- 
portrngftoemfehres^  to  America,  And,  if 
this  encouragefnent  were  owing  to  a  pam- 
phlet writileii^  giving  an  account -of  the 
comitry  of  Pefifylvania,  to  tempt  peopft 
^o  go  thither  i  I  do  declare  that  thofc  who 
vrere  tempted)  by  fiich  a  nirrative/to^  fuch 
•a  journey,  were  fooh,  and  the  iiTithor  i 
moft  impudent  knave  j  at  leaft,  if  it  6e  the 
fame  pamphlet  I  faw  when  it  fiffl^  came 
out,  T^^hich  15  above  twenty-five  years  ago; 
^dedicated  to  Willianr  Pen,.(whom^  by  a  miC- 
take,  yoti  call  Sir  William  Pen)  and  ft'yling 
liim,  by  authority  of  the  Scripture,  Moft 
JNoble  Governor.  For  I  was  very  well  ac- 
quainted with  Pen,  and  did,  fome  years  af- 
ter, talk  with  him  upon  that  pamphlet, 
and  the  impudence  of  the  author,  who 
fpoke  fo  many  things  in  praife  of  the  foil 
and  climate,  which  Pen  himfelf  did  abfo^ 
Jutely  contradift.  For  he  did  afliire  me, 
that  this  country  wanted  the  flielter  of 
.Dttoimcrins; '  which  left  it  open  to  the  nor- 
jtbcrn-T^indG.  from  Hiidfon's  Bay  and  the 
l?rozen(8ea,  which  dcfttoyed  all  jdantation* 
e>f  trcesv  and  was  eVeii  pernicious  to  all 
«ramini:jirgetaWes<; '•  B^^  indecid,  NeW- 
.   V      1  y  4  York, 
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York,  Virginia,  and  other  parts  lefs  north- 
ward, or.  more  defended  by  mountains,  are 
defcribed  as  excellent  countries :  But,  up- 
on  what  conditions  of  advantage  foreigners 
go  thither,  I  am  yet  to  feek. 

What  evils  our  people  avoid  by  miming 
from  hence,  is  eafier  to  be  determined. 
They  conceive  themfelves  to  live  under 
the  tyranny  of  moft  cruel  exacfbing  land- 
lords, who  have  no  view  further  than  cdt 
creafing  their  rent-rolls.  Secondly,  You 
comjl.in  of  the  want  of  trade,  whereof 
you  feem  not  to  know  the  reafon.  Third- 
ly, You  lament  moll  juftly  the  money  fpent 
by  abfentees  in  England.  Fourthly,  You 
complain  that  your  linen  manufadture  de- 
clines. Fifthly,  That  your  tythe-colledors 
opprcfs  you.  Sixthly,  That  your  children 
have  no  hopes  of  preferment  in  the  chtuxrh, 
the  revenue,  or  the  army ;  to  which  you 
might  have  added  the  law,  and  all  civil 
employments  whatfoever.  Seventhly,  You 
are  undone  for  want  of  filver,  and  want 
all  other  money. 

1  could,  eafily  add  fome  other  motives, 
which,  to  men  of  fpirit,  who  deiire  and 
expert,  aiid  think  they  deferve  the  com- 
mon privileges  of  human  nature,  would 
be  of  more  force  than  any  you  Jbaire  yet 

named 
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iried  ta  ^rive  them  out  of  this  king-; 
nn.  But,  as  thefe  fpeculations  may  pro- 
bly  not  much  affeft  the  brains  of  your 
ople,  I  Ihall  chufe  to  let  them  pafs  im- 
entioned.  Yet  I  cannot  but  obferve,  that 
y  very  good  and  virtuous  friend,  his  Ex- 
Uency  Bumet,  (Ofli^  nee  tali  indigne  pa^ 
>tte!)  hath  not  hitherto  been  able  to  per- 
ade:  his  vaffals,  by  his  oratory  in  the 
rle  of  a  conimand,  to  fettle  a  revenue 
I  his  Vice-Royal  PerfoW.  I  have  beexE 
cewife  allured,  that,  in  one  of  thofe  oo^ 
nies-  on  the  continem,  'which  nature 
ith  fofar  favoured,  as  (by  the  induftry^of 
lc  inhabitants)  to  produce  a  great  quantity^ 
•  excellent  rice ;  the  ftubboninefs  of  the 
!ople,  who  having  been -told  that  the 
Drld  was  wide,  took  it  into  their  Headisr 
Lat  they  might  fell  tlieir  own^rice  at  what- 
rfir  foreign  market  they  pleafed,  and 
em,  by  their  praftice,  very  imvTilling.ta 
lit  that  .opinion.  •    .i      i:...t 

Butr  to  return  tamy  fubje(9:^I  muftxon-^ 
fs  ♦to  you  both,  that,  if  one  reafon  of 
Dur  people's  deferting  us,  be  the  defpair 
^  ^things  growing  better  in  their  own 
)untry,  I  have  not  one  fyllable  to  anfwer;; 
!caufe  that  would  be  to  hope  for  what  iy 
[ipoflible  J  and  fo  I  have  been  telling  the 

public 
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fubht  thcfe  ten  years.  For,  there  ar6  three 
events  which  miaft  ptecede  ajry  fuch  bkft 
ing :  Firft,  A  liberty  of  trade ;  fecondly,  A 
Ihare  of  preferments  iii  all  kinds,  eqUai^ta 
the  Britiih  natives ;  and,  thirdly,  A  return 
of  thWfe  abfentees,  who  take  away  almoft 
one  half  of  the  kingdom's  revenue.  As  to 
ihe  firft  Jilid  fecdnd,  there  is  nothing  kft 
-QS:  bift£  defpair  j  and,  for  the  third,  it  ¥riH 
never  happeh  till  the  kingdom  hath  no 
iBDDty  tafeftd  them,  for  which,  in  ray 
efwxt  particular,  I  Ihould  not  be  forry. 

The.  eiaftion  of  landlords  hath  indeed 
been  a  grievance  of  above  tv^rerity  yeari 
ftanding-  Bijt,  as  to  what  you  objedt  about 
die  fcvere  claufes  relating  to  improvemcnty 
this  fault  lids  wholly  on  the  other  fide:  For 
the  landlords,  cither  by  their  ignorance 
er  grecdincfe'  of  making  large  rent-roUS| 
bave  |icirfbrmed  this  matter  fo  ill,  as  we 
fise;  by  experience,  that  there  is  riot  on^ 
tenant  in  five  hundred  wlio  hath  made 
an^y  iihproVement.  worth  mentioning.  For 
Tl^rhich^  I  appeal* to  any  mun  who  rideit 
dirough  the  kingdom,  where  little  is  W 
be  found  among  the  tenants  but  beggary 
and  dcfolation;  the  cabins  of  the  Scotch 
dicmfcJvcs,  in  Uliler,  being  as  dirty  and 
miferable  as  tliofc  of  the  wildeft    Irifli* 

Whereas 
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^WfaeiKaa  g^:  fitin  penal  claufes  fys  im* 
pEoyvmmit  yfi^  a  tokrable  eafy  ^nt  and 
•^.leaibnablft  period  of  time,  would,  in 
■^venty  years,  have  encieafed  the  rents  of 
Ireland  at  leafl: a.third  part  in  the  intrinfic 
vahie. 

.  I  am  glad  ta  hear  ycMz  fpeak  vrlth.  &mt' 

decency  of  the  clergy,  and  to  impnte  the 

qiadkions  you  lament  to  die  mana^rs  or 

hjcmers  of  the  tythes.    But  you  entirely - 

'mi&ake  thfcfadt ;.  For  I  defy  the  moil  wiekr* 

ed  and  moll  powerful  clergyman  in  th© 

kxbQ^i^iOi  to^Qj^refs  the  meaneft  faF3m«r  in 

(Sbte  p^un& ;  and  I  defy-  the  fame  cIergym£U2b 

to.prey«Rt-  hiffl^elf  from  being  cheated  by 

tbcj  hme  fkrmer,  wheniever  that  farmer 

jlndl  b<^  (tifpoibd  to  be  knariih  or  peeviftu' 

FoiB,;alihQu^  ttoe  Ulfter  ty thing-teller  ift 

more  advantageous  td  the  dergy  dian  an^ 

iBthcr^in  dxe  Idngdoni,  yerthe  mim^r  can 

draoand:  no;  moce  th^  hi&  tenth;   and, 

.  wbece  the  com  much  exceeds  die  finaQ 

tydies,  as,,  except  in  fbrns:  diilzids, .  I:  am: 

toldi  it  abvai^:doth,.he;is.<atithe  meucyof 

eyecy  Huhboiairfacmer}  eipedally  of-  ^o& 

wh(^e  fed  a&,  wcil  as  mtereft  incline  them 

to  oppofitijjDt.  Howevcrj.r:taJie  it  that  your 

peojJe,.  bent  ftar  America}  do  notfhew  the 

bell  part  of  their  prudence  in  making  this 

one 
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one  part  of  their  complaint:*  Y^x  they  are' 
fo  far  wife  as  not  to  make  the  payment  of^ 
tythes  a  fcruple  of  confcience,  which  is  too 
grofs  for  any  Protcftant  diffenter,  except  a 
Quaker,  to  pretend.  But,  do  yoiu*  peopk 
indeed  think,  that,  if  tythes  were.abo- 
lifheS,  or  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the 
landlord  after  the  blefled  manner  in  thc/ 
Scotch  fpiritual  oeconomy,  that  the  tenant 
would  fit  eafier  in  his  rent  under  the  fame 
perfon,  who  muft  be  lord  of  the  foil  and 
of  the  tythe  together  ?  -       ; 

-  I  am  ready  enough  to  grSnt,  4hat  the 
oppreffion  of  landlords,  the  utter  ruin  of 
trade,  with  its  neceflary  confcquence  tbe 
want  of  money,  half  the  revenues  of  die 
kingdom  fpent  abroad,  ■  the  continued 
dearth  of  three  years,-  and  ihe  ftrong  dc-* 
lufion  in  your  people  by  falfe  allurement 
from  America,  may  be  the  chief,  niotives 
of  their  eagemefs  after  fuch  an  expedition. 
But  there  is  like  wife  another 'temptation, 
which  is  not  of  inconfidcrable  weight; 
which  is,  their  itch  of  living  in  a  country 
where  their  fed  is  predominant,  and  where 
their  eyes  and  confciences  will  not  be  of- 
fended by  the  ftumbling-block  of  cere- 
monies, habits,  and  fpiritual  titles* 

But 
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^- '  But  I  was  fiirprifed  to  find  that  tliofc  ca* 
^jAHxities,  whereof  we  are  innocent,  have 
|jbeen  fufl5.cient  to  drive  many  famiiiies  out 
|>of  their  country,  who  had  no  reafon  to 
IrjcOniplain  of  pppreffive   landlords.  -    Foi^ 
?  while  I  was  laft  year  in  the  northern  parts, 
""a'perfon  of  quality,  whofe  eftate  was  let 
^'above  twenty  years  ago,    and  then  at  a 
l^^^ry  reafonable  rent,  fome  for  leafes  of 
p.  lives,  and  fome  'perpetuities,  did,  in  a  few 
^months,  purchafe  eleven  of  thofe  leafes 
at  a  very  inconfiderable  price,    although 
;  they  were  two  years  ago  reckoned  to  pay 
i^yyx,  half  value.    From  whence  it  is  mani- 
i;feft  that  our  prcfent  miferable  condition, 
i^^and  the  difmal  profpedt  of  worfe,    with 
tothcr  reafons  above  afligned,  are  fufficient 
]^XO  put  men  upon  trying  this  defperate  ex- 
periment of  changing  the  fcene  they  arc 
in,  although  landlords  fhould,  by  a  mi- 
racle, become  lefs  inhuman. 
•    Thex;e  is  hardly  a  fcheme  propofed  for 
improving   the   trade    of    this   kingdom, 
■which  doth  not  manifeftly  fhew  the  ilupi- 
dity  and  ignorance*  of  the  propofer  \   And 
i  laugh  with  contempt  at  thofe  weak  wife 
iieads  who  proceed  upon  general  maxims, 
2or  advife  us  to  follow  the  examples  of  Hol- 
^Jind  and  England,    Thcfe  empirics  talk 
.    ^2  by 
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by  rote,  without  underftandxAg  the  coirili^ 
tution  of  the  kingdom  ;  as  if  a  phyficiatif 
knowing  that  exercife  contribuced  miidl 
to  health,  fhould  prefcribe  to  his  padetU 
nivder  a  fevere  fit  of  the  gout,  to  vnSk 
ten  miles  every  morning.    The  dire^oai 
for  hreland  are  very  fhort  and  piuii,  To 
encourage  agriculture  andhomc'Conflraip 
tion,  and  utteiiy  difcaid  all  imporiadpos 
which  are   not  abfbiutely  necefiary  for 
health  or  Hfe.   And  how  few  nec^ok^ 
tonveniencies,  or  even  comforts  of  ]^e,an 
denied  us  by  nature,  or  not  tobe  atcaHiedbf 
labour  and  induftry.^    Are  thofe  deteftaUc 
extravagancies  of  Flanders-lace,   Englift- 
cloths  made  of  oiur  own  woe^  and'  other 
goods,  Italian  or  Indian  filks,  tea,  co£fee) 
diocolate,  China-ware,  and  that  profufiot 
of  wines,  by  the  knavery  of  mefchams 
growing  dearer  every  feafon,.  widi  a  hun- 
dred unneceflary  fopperies,  better  knowi 
to  others  than  me :  Are  thefe,  I  fay,  fit  for 
us,  any  more  than  for  tlie  beggar  vftoo 
could  not  eat  his  veal  without  orangss-f 
Is  it  not  the  higheft  indignity  to  human 
nature,  that  men  fhould  be  fuch  poltions, 
as  to  fuiFer  the  kingdom  and  themfelves  tb 
be.  undone,  by  the  vanity,  the  folly,,  die 
pride,   and  wantonnels  of  their  wives  s 

who^ 
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Si^ho,  under  their  prefejat  corroptioiiB,  fc€i|i 

f  to  be  a  kind  of  animal  fufferad,  fco-oiir 

;  .&1S,  to  be  fent  into  the  world  for  the  de- 

^fira<5tion  of  families,  focieties,  and  king^ 

^;<doais,  and  whofe  whole  ft^dy  fee^afS  direft-* 

f  ied  tp  be  as  expenfive  as  they  poffibly  can 

ia  every  ufelefs  article  of  liYing ;  w4io>  t>y 

long  {>ra<5lice5  can  reconcile  the  inoft  pei> 

nioious  foreign  drugs  to  their  health  and 

]pleaftire,  provide  they  are  fent  expenfive; 

as  ftarlings  grow  fat  with  henbane ;  who 

-contradt  a  robufhiefs  by  mei^e  practice  of 

floth  and  luxury  j  who  can  play  deepfeYie- 

-cai  hours   after  midnight^  ileep  beyond 

91O0Q,  revel  upon  Indian  poifons,  and  fpead 

the  revenue  of  a  moderate  family,  to  adorst; 

a^  i^u&ou^,  uawholefbme  living  carcafe? 

Xet  thofe  few,  who  are  not  concerned  in 

•any  part  of  this  accufation,  fuppofe  it  im-^ 

iaid;    let  the  reft  take  it  among  them. 

<3xacious  God !  in  his  mercy,  look  down 

upon  a  nation  fo  ihamefully  befotted. 

If  I  am  poflfefled  of  an  hundred  pounds  a 
year,  ^d  by  fome  misfoitune  it  iinks  to 
fifty,  without  a  poflibilify  of  ev(y  being  re- 
trieved :  Does  it  remain  a  queftion,  in^  fiich 
TXk  exigency,  what  I  am  to  do  ?  Muft  not 
•I  retrench  one  half  in  every  article  of  ex- 
pence.^   Or,  retire  to  fome  cheap^  dUlftttt 
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part  of  the  country,  where  neceflaries  are 

at  half  value  i 

Is  there  any  mortal  who  can  ihew  me^ 
■under  the  circumftances  we  iland  "widi 
our  neighbours,  under  their  inclinations 
towards  us,  imder  laws  never  to  be  repeat 
ed,  under  the  defolation  caufed  by  abfen- 
tees,  under  many  other  circuniftances  not 
to  be  mentioned,  that  this  kingdom  can 
ever  be  a  nation  of  trade,  or  fubfift  by  any 
other  method  than  that  of  a  reduced  fami- 
ly, by  the  utmoft  parfimony,  in  the  man- 
ner I  have  aheady  prefcribed  ? 

I  am  tired  with  letters  from  many  un- 
reafonable  well-meaning  people,  who  ait 
daily  prefling  me  to  deliver  my  thoughts 
in  this  deplorable  junfture ;  which,  upon 
many  others,  I  have  fo  often  done  in  vain. 
What  will  it  import,  that  half  a  fcoie  peo- 
pie,  in  a  coffee-houfe,  may  liappen  to  read 
.this  paper,  and  even  the  majority  of  thofe 
few,  diiFer  in  every  fentiment  from  me? 
If  the  farmer  be  not  allowed  to  fow.his 
com,  if  half  the  little  money  among  us  be 
fent  to  pay  rents  to  Irifli  abfentees,  and  die 
reft  for  foreign  luxury,  and  drefs  for  die 
women,  what  will  our  charitable  difpofi- 
tions  avail,  when  there  is  nothing  left  to 
be  given  i    When,  contrary  to  all  cuftom 

and) 
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and  example,  all  neceflaries  of  life  are  fo 
exorbitant,  when  money  of  all  kinds  was 
never  known  to  be  fo  fcarce  ?  So  that  gen- 
tlemen of  no  contemptible  eftates  are 
forced  to  retrench  in  every  article  (except 
vrhat  relates  to  their  wives)  without  being 
able  to  fliew  any  bounty  to  the  poor. 


'  1 
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A  N 

ANSWER 

,   TO      S  EVER AL 

Letters  fent  me  £roni  unknown  Hands. 
Written  in  the  Year  m  dgc  xxix, 

I  AM  very  well  pleafed  with  the  good 
opinion  you  exprefs  of  me,  and  wifli  it 
were  any  way  in  my  power  to  anfwer  your 
expeftutions,  for  the  fervice  of  my  coun- 
try. I  have  carefully  read  your  feveral 
fchemes  and  propofals,  which  you  think 
fhould  be  offered  to  the  parliament.  In 
anfwer,  I  will  afliire  you,  that,  in  another 
place,  I  have  known  very  good  propofals 
rcjecSted  with  contempt  by  public  aflem- 
blies,  merely  becaufe  they  were  offered 
from  without  doors ;  and  yoiu-s  perhaps 
might  have  the  fame  fate,  efpecially  if 
handed  into  the  public  by  me,  who  am  not 
acquainted  with  three  members,  nor  have 
the  leaft  intereft  with  one.  My  printers 
have  been  twice  profecuted,  to  my  great 
expence,  on  account  of  difcourfes  I  writ 
for  the  public  fervice,  without  the  leaft 
reflection  on  parties  or  perfons }  and  the 
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fuccefs  I  had  in  thofe  of  the  Drapier  was 
not  owing  to  my  abilities,  but  to  a  lucky 
jundture,  when  the  fuel  was  ready  for  the 
firll  hand  that  would  be  at  the  pains  of 
kindling  it.  It  is  true  both  thofe  enve- 
Qomed  profecutions  were  the  v/orkman- 
fhip  of  a  judge,  who  is  now  gone  to  liis 
own,  place  *.  But,  let  that  be  as  it  will,  I 
am  determined  henceforth  never  to  be  the 
inftrument  of  leaving  an  innocent  man  at 
tjie  mercy  of  that  bench. 

It  is  certain,  there  are  feveral  particulars 
relating  to  this  kingdom,  (I  have  mention- 
ed a  few  of  them  in  one  of  my  Drapier's 
letters),  which  it  were  heartily  to  be  wifli- 
ed  that  the  Parliament  would  take  under 
their  conlideration,  fuch  as  will  nowife  in- 
terfere with  England,  otherwife  than  to  its 
advantage. 

The  firft  I  Ihall  mention  is  touched  at  in 
a  letter  which  I  received  from  one  of  you. 
Gentlemen,  about  the  highways  ;  which, 
indeed,  are  almoft  every  where  fcanda- 
loully  ncgledled.  I  know  a  very  rich  man 
in  this  city,  a  true  lover  and  faver  of  his 
jnoney,  who,  being  poflefled  of  fome  ad- 
jacent lands,  hath  been  at  great  charge  in 
repairing  ejQfedtually  the  roads  that  lead  to 

•  Lord  Chief- Juftice  Whiiftcd. 
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them ;  and  hath  afTiired  me,  that  his  lands 
are  thereby  advanced  four  or  five  (hillings 
an  acre,  by  which  he  gets  treble  intereft. 
But,  generally  fpeaking,  all  over  the  king- 
dom, the  roads  are  deplorable ;  and,  what 
is  more  particularly  barbarous,  there  is  no 
fort  of  provifion  made  for  travellers  on 
foot;  no,  not  near  this  city,  except  in  a 
very  few  places,  and  in  a  moft  wretched 
manner :  Whereas  the  Englifli  are  fo  par- 
ticularly careful  in  this  point,  that  you 
may  travel  there  an  hundred  miles  with 
lefs  inconvenience  than  one  mile  here. 
But,  fmce  this  may  be  thought  too  great 
a  reformation,  I  fliall  only  fpeak  of  roads 
for  horfes,  carriages,  and  cattle, 

Ireland  is,  I  think,  computed  to  be  one 
third  fmaller  than  England  ;  yet,  by  fome 
natural  difadvantages,  it  would  not  bear 
quite  the  fame  proportion  in  value,  with 
the  fame  encouragement.  However,  it 
hath  fo  happened,  for  many  years  paft,  that 
it  never  arrived  to  above  one  eleventh  part 
in  point  of  riches ;  and,  of  late,  by  the  con- 
tinual dccrcafe  of  trade  and  increafe  of  ab- 
fcntees,  with  other  circumftances  not  here 
to  be  mentioned,  hardly  to  a  fifteenth  part ; 
at  Icaft,  if  my  calculations  be  right,  which  I 
doubt  arc  a  little  too  favourable  on  our  fide. 

Now, 
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Now,  fuppofing  day-labour  to  be  cheaper 
by  one  half  here  thg.n  in  England,  and  our 
.iX)ads,  by  the  nature  of  our  carriages  and 
the  defolation  of  our  country,  to  be  not 
worn  and  beaten  above  one  eighth  part  fo 
much  as  thofe  of  England,  which  is  a  very 
moderate  computation ;  I  do  not  fee  why 
the  mending  of  them  would  be  a  greater 
burthen  to  this  kingdom  than  to  that. 

Tliere  have  been,  I  believe,  twenty  afts 
of  parliament,  in  fix  or  feven  years  of  the 
late  King  *,  for  mending  long  trails  of  im- 
paflable  ways  in  feveral  counties  of  Eng- 
land, by  erecT:ing  turnpikes,  and  receiving 
pallage-money  in  a  manner  that  every 
body  knows.  If  what  I  have  advanced  be 
true,  it  would  be  hard  to  give  a  reafon 
againft  the  fame  pra(5lice  here,  fince  the 
neceffity  is  as  great,  the  advantage  in  pro- 
.  portion  perhaps  much  greater,  the  mate- . 
rials  of  ftone  and  gravel  as  eafy  to  be 
found,  and  the  workmaniliip  at  leaft  twice 
as  cheap.  Befidcs,  the  work  may  be  done 
gradually,  with  allowances  for  the  poverty 
of  the  nation,  by  fo  many  perch  a  year ; 
but  with  a  fpecial  care  to  encourage  fkill 
qind  diligence,  and  to  prevent  fraud  in  the 

*  King  George  I. 
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undertakers,  t6  which  'we  are  too  liable, 
and  which  are  not  always  confined  to  thofe 
of  the  meaner  fort :  But  againft  thefe,  no 
doubt,  the  wifdom  of  the  nation  may, 
and  will  provide. 

Another  evil,  which,  in  my  opinion,  de- 
fer\'es  the  public  care,  is  the  ill-manage- 
ment of  the  bogs,  the  neglect  whereof 
is  a  much  greater  mifchief  to  this  king- 
dom than  moft  people  feem  to  be  aware  of. 

It  is  allowed  indeed,  by  thofe  who  are 
cflcemed  moft  fkilful  in  fuch  matters,  that 
the  red  fwelling  mofly  bog,  whereof  wc 
have  fo  many  large  trades  in  this  ifland,  is 
not  by  any  means  to  be  fully  reduced ;  but 
the  fkirts,  which  are  covered  with  a  green 
coat,  eafily  may,  being  not  an  accretion, 
or  annual  growth  of  mofs,  hke  the  other. 

Now  the  landlords  are  generally  too 
carelefs  that  they  fufFer  their  tenants  to 
cut  their  turf  in  thefe  fkirts,  as  well  as  the 
bog  adjoined,  whereby  there  is  yearly  loft 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  land  throughout 
the  kingdom,  never  to  be  recovered. 

But  this  is  not  the  greateft  part  of  the 
mifchief.  For  the  main  bog,  although 
perhaps  not  reducible  to  natural  foil,  yet, 
by' continuing  large,  deep,  ftraight  canals 
tlirough  the   middle,  cleaned  at  proper 

timesi 
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times,  as  low  as  the  channel  or  gravel, 
would  become  a  fccure  fummer-pafture  \ 
the  margins  might,  with  great  profit  and 
ornament,  be  filled  witli  quickins,  birch, 
and  other  trees  proper  for  fuch  a  foil, 
and  the  cswjals  be  convenient  for  water- 
carriage  of  the  turf,  which  is  now  drawn 
upon  fled-cars  with  great  expence,  difiS^cul- 
ty,  and  lofs  of  time,  by  reafon  of  the  many 
turf-pits  fcattered  irregularly  tlirough  the 
bog,  wherein  great  numbers  of  cattle  are 
yearly  drowned.  And  it  hath  been,  I 
confefs,  to  me  a  matter  of  tlie  greateft 
vexation  as  well  as  wonder,  to  tliink  how 
any  landlord  could  be  fo  abfurd  as  to  fufFer 
^ch  havock  to  be  made. 

All  the  adts  for  encouraging  plantations 
of  foreft-trees  are,  I  am  told,  extremely  de- 
iiedtive ;  which,  with  great  fubmiflion, 
muft  have  been  owing  to  a  defedt  of  Ikill 
in  the  contrivers  of  them.  In  this  climate^ 
by  the  continual  blowing  of  the  Weft-fouth- 
weft  wind,  hardly  any  tree  of  value  will 
come  to  perfedion  that  is  not  planted  in 
groves,  except  very  rarely,  and  where 
there  is  much  land-flielter.  I  have  not, 
indeed,  read  all  the  adts  ;  but,  from  en- 
quiry, I  cannot  learn  that  the  planting 
in  groves  is  enjoined.  And,  as  to  the  eflfedls 

Z  4  of 
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of  thefe  laws,  I  have  not  feen  the  leaft,  in 
many  hundred  miles  riding,  except  about 
a  very  few  gentlemens  houfes,  and  even 
thofe  with  very  little  Ikill  or  fuccefs.  In 
all  the  reft,  the  hedges  generally  mifcarry, 
as  well  as  the  larger  flender  twigs  plant* 
ed  upon  the  tops  of  ditches,  merely  for 
want  of  common  Ikill  and  care. 

I  do  not  believe  that  a  greater  and  quick- 
er profit  could  be  made,  than  by  planting 
large  groves  of  afh,  a  few  feet  afun- 
der,  which  in  feven  years  would  make 
tlie  beft  kind  of  hop-poles,  and  grow  in  the 
fame,  or  lefs  time,  to  a  fecond  crop  from 
their  roots. 

It  would  likewife  be  of  great  ufc  and 
beauty  in  our  defert  fcenes,  to  oblige  aU 
tenants  and  cottagers  to  plant  afti  or  elm 
before  their  cabbins,  and  round  their  pota- 
toe-gardens,  where  cattle  either  do  not,  or 
ought  not  to  come  to  deftroy  them. 

The  common  objedlions  againft  all  this, 
drawn  from  tlie  lazinefs,  the  perverfenefs, 
or  thievifh  difpofition  of  the  poor  native 
Irifli,  might  be  eafily  anfwered,  by  ftiewing 
the  true  reafons  for  fuch  accufations,  and 
how  eafily  thofe  people  may  be  brought 
to  a  lefs  favage  manner  of  life :  But  my 
printers  have  already  fulfcrcd  too  mucli  for 

my 
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i  my  fpeculations.    However,  fuppofing  the 

>  fize  of  a  native's  underftanding  juft  equal 

to  that  of  a  dog  or  horfe,  I  have  often  feen 

;    thofe  two  animals  to  be  civilized  by  re* 

wards,    at  leaft  as  much  as  by  punifh- 

ments. 

It  would  be  a  noble  atcbievement  to  abo- 
Kfh  the  Irilh  language  in  this  kingdoin, 
"  fo  far  at  leaft  as  to  oblige  all  the  natives  to 
fpeak  only  Englifh  on  every  occafion  of  bu* 
&iefs,  in  ihops,  markets,  fairs,  and  other 
places  of  dealing:  Yet  I  am  wholly  de- 
<5eived  if  this  might  not  be  efFedlually  done 
.  in  lefs  than  half  an  age,  and  at  a  very 
trifling  expence ;  for  fuch  I  look  upon  a 
tax  to  be,  of  only  fix  thoufand  pounds  a 
year,  to  accomplifh  fo  great  a  work.  This 
would,  in  a  great  meafure,  civilize  the  moft 
barbarous  among  them,  reconcile  them  to 
our  cuftoms  and  manner  of  living,  and  re- 
duce great  numbers  to  the  national  reli- 
gion, whatever  kind  may  then  happen  to 
be  eftablifhed.  The  method  is  plain  and 
fimple  ;  and,  although  I  am  too  defpond- 
ing  to  produce  it,  yet  I  could  heartily  wiih 
feme  public  thoughts  were  employed  to 
reduce  this  uncultivated  people  from  that 
idle,  favage,  beaftly,  thievifti  manner  of 
Jife,  in  whicli  they  continue  funk  to  a 

degree, 
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degree,  that  it  is  almoft  impoflible  for  a 
country  gentleman  to  find  a  fervant  of 
human  capacity,  or  the  leaft  tinftmie  of 
natural  honefly;  or  who  does  not  live 
among  his  own  tenants  in  continual  fear 
of  having  his  plantations  deftroyed,  his 
cattle  ftolen/  and  his  goods  pilfered. 

The  love,  affedtion,  or  vanity  of  living 
in  England,  continuing  to  carry  thither  fo 
many  wealthy  families,  the  confequences 
thereof,  together  with  the  utter  lofs  of 
all  trade,  except  what  is  detrimental,  which 
hath  forced  fiich  great  numbers  of  weavers 
and  others  to  feek  their  bread  in  foreign 
countries,  the  unhappy  practice  of  flock- 
ing fuch  vaft  quantities  of  land  with  iheep 
and  other  cattle,  which  reduceth  twenty 
families  to  one :  Thefe  events,  I  fay,  have 
exceedingly  depopulated  this  kingdom  for 
feveral  years  paft.  I  Ihould  heartily  wilh, 
therefore,  under  this  miferable  dearth  of 
money,  that  thofe  who  are  moft  concern- 
ed would  think  it  advifeable  to  fave  a  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  a  year,  which  is  now 
fent  out  of  this  kingdom  to  feed  us  with 
com.  There  is  not  an  older  or  more  un- 
controvcrtcd  maxim  in  the  politics  of  all 
wife  nations,  than  that  of  encouraging 
agriculture.    And,  therefore,  to  what  kind 

of 
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of  wifdom  a  praftice  fo  diredlly  contrary 
among  us  may  be  reduced,  I  am  by  no 
means  a  judge.   If  labour  and  people  make 

'  the  true  riches  of  a  nation,  ^what  mull  be 
the  iifliie  where  one  part  of  the  people  are 
forced  away,  and  the  other  part  have  no- 
thing to  do  ? 

If  it  fhould  be  thought  proper  by  wifer 
heads,  that  his  Majeily  might  be  applied 
to  in  a  national  way,  for  giving  the  king- 
dom leave  to  coin  halfpence  for  its  own 
life ;  I  believe  no  good  fubjedt  will  be  un- 
der the  leaft  apprehenfion  that  fuch  a  re- 
queft  could  meet  with  refufal,  or  the  leaft 
delay.  Perhaps  we  are  the  only  kingdom 
upon  earth,  or  that  ever  was  or  will  be  up- 
on earth,  which  did  not  enjoy  that  com- 

jmon  right  of  civil  focicty,  imder  the  proper 
infpedlion  of  its  prince,  or  legiflature,  to 
coin  money  of  all  ufvial  metals  for  its  own 
occafions.  Every  petty  prince  in  Germany, 
vaflal  to  the  Emperor,  enjoys  this  privilege. 
And  I  have  feen  in  this  kingdom  feveral 
filver  pieces,  with  the  infcription  of  Civitas 
JfVaterford,  Droghedagh^  and  other  towns. 
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SUBSTANCE 
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What  was  faid  by  the  Dean  of  St.  Pa- 
trick's to  the  LordMayor  and  feme 
of  the  Aldermen,  when  his  Lordfhip 
came  to  prefent  the  faid  Dean  with 
his  Freedom  in  a  Gold-box. 

WH  E  N  his  Lordfliip  had  faid  a  few 
words,  and  prefented  the  inllni- 
ment,  the  Dean  gently  put  it  back,  and  de- 
fired  firft  to  be  heard.  He  faid,  He  was 
,  much  obliged  to  his  Lordlhip  and  the  city 
for  the  honour  they  were  going  to  do  liira, 
and  which,  as  he  was  informed,  they  had 
long  intended  him :  That  it  was  true  this 
honour  was  mingled  with  a  little  mortifi- 
cation, by  tlie  delay  which  attended  it ;  but 
which,  however,  he  did  not  impute  to  his 
L,ordfliip  or  the  city :  And  that  the  mortifi- 
cation was  t^e  lefs,  .becaufe  he  would 
willingly  hope  the  delay  was  founded  on 
a  miftake ;  for  which  opinion  he  would 
tell  his  reafon.  He  faid,  It  was  well  known, 
that,  fomc  time  ago,  a  perfon  with  a  tide 

was 
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-"Was  pleafed,  in  two  great  affemblies,  to 
xattle  bitterly  feme  body  without  a  name. 
Tinder  the  injurious  appellations  of  a  Tory, 
a  Jacobite,  an  enemy  to  King  George,  and 
a  libeller  of  the  government  j  which  cha- 
\  rafter,   the  Dean  faid  that  many  people 
\  thought,  was  applied  to  him :  But  he  was 
)  unwilling  to  be  of  that  opinion,  becaufe 
'\  the  perfon  who  had  delivered  thofe  abufive 
words  had,  for  feveral  years,  careffed  and 
courted,  and  folicited  his  friendfliip  more 
than  any  man  in  either  kingdom  had  ever 
done  J  by  inviting  him  to  his  houfe   in 
town  and    country,    by   coming  to    the 
Deanry  often,  and  calling  or  fending  al- 
moft  every  day  when  the  Dean  was  lick, 
with  many  otlier  particulars  of  the  fame 
nature,  which  continued  even  to  a  day  or 
two  of  the  time  when  the  laid  perfon  made 
thofe  invedlives  in  the  Council  and  Houfe 
of  Lords.    Therefore,  that  the  Dean  would 
by  no  means  think  thofe  fcurrilous  words 
could  be  intended  againft  him  j  becaufe 
fuch  a  proceeding  would  overthrow  all  the 
principles  of  honour,  juftice,  religion,  truth, 
and  even  common  hmnanity.    Therefore 
the  Dean  will  endeavour  to  believe,  that 
the  faid  perfon  had  fome  other  object  in 
hk  thoughts,  and  it  was  only  the  uncha* 

ritablQ 
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ritable  cullom  of  the  world  that  applied 
this  charafter  to  him*  However,  that  he 
would  iniiil  on  this  argument  no  longer: 
But  one  thing  he  would  affirm  and  declare, 
without  affigning  any  name  or  making 
any  exception,  That,  whoever  either  did  or 
does,  or  ihall  hereafter  at  any  time,  charge 
him  with  the  character  of  a  Jacobite,  aa 
enemy  to  King  George,  or  a  libeller  of  the 
government,  the  faid  accufation  was,  is, 
and  will  be  falfe,  malicious,  ilanderous, 
and  altogether  groundlefs.  And,  he  would 
take  the  freedom  to  tell  his  Lordfhip  and 
the  reft  that  ftood  by,  that  he  had  done 
more  fervice  to  the  Hanover-title,  and  more 
differvice  to  the  Pretender's  caufe,  than 
forty  thoufand  of  thofc  noify,  railing,  ma- 
licious, empty  zealots,  to  whom  nature 
hath  denied  any  talent  that  could  be  of  uft 
to  God  or  their  country,  and  left  them 
only  tlie  gift  of  reviling,  and  fpitting  their 
venom,  againft  all  who  differ  from  them 
in  their  deflruftive  principles  both  in 
chiuch  and  ftate.  That  he  confefled  it 
was  fometimcs  his  misfortune  to  diflike 
fome  things  in  public  proceedings  in  both 
kingdoms,  wherein  he  had  often  the  ho- 
nour to  agree  with  wife  and  good  men; 
but  this  did  by  no  means  affedt  either  his 
I  loyalty 
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^alty  to  his  prince,  or  love  to  his  country* 
It,  on  the  contrary,  he  procefled  that 
ch  diflikes  never  arofe  in  him  from  any 
lier  principles,  than  the  duty  he  owed 
the  King,  and  his  affedtion  to  the  king- 
im.  That  he  had  been  acquainted  with 
urts  and  minifters  long  enough,  and 
lew  too  well  that  the  beft  minifters  might 
iftake  in  points  of  great  importance ;  and 
at  he  had  the  honour  to  know  many 
ore  able,  and  at  leaft  full  as  honeft  as 
ly  can  be  at  prefent.  The  Dean  further 
id.  That,  fince  he  had  been  fo  falfely  re- 
efented,  he  thought  it  became  him  to 
ve  fome  account  of  himfelf  for  above 
iTenty  years,  if  it  were  only  to  juftify  his 
)rdfhip  and  the  city  for  the  honour  they 
ere  going  to  do  him.  He  related  briefly 
>w,  merely  by  his  own  pcrfonal  credit, 
ithout  other  affiftance,  and  in  two  jour- 
::ys  at  his  own  expence,  he  had  procured 
grant  of  the  firft  fruits  to  tlie  clergy,  in 
le  late  Queen's  time ;  for  which  he 
Louglit  he  defervcd  fome  gentle  treat- 
lent  from  his  brethren.  That,  during  all 
le  adminiftration  of  the  faid  miniftiy,  he 
ad  been  a  conftant  advocate  for^thofe  who 
re  called  the  Whigs  ;  had  kept  many  of 
lem  in  their  employments,  both  in  Eng- 
land 
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land  and  here,  and  fome  who  were  after- 
wards the  firft  to  lift  up  their  heels  againft 
him.  He  reflefted  a  little  upon  the  fevere 
treatment  he  had  met  with  upon  his  return 
to  Ireland  after  her  Majefty's  death,  and  for 
ibme  years  after.  That,  being  forced  to 
live  retired,  he  could  think  of  no  better 
•way  to  do  public  fervice,  than  by  employ- 
ing all  the  litde  money  he  could  fave,  and 
lending  it,  without  intereft,  in  fmall  fums 
to  poor  induftrious  tradefmen,  without  exa- 
mining their  party  or  their  faith.  And  God 
had  fo  far  pleafed  to  blefs  his  endeavours, 
that  his  managers  tell  him  he  hath  reco- 
vered above  two  hundred  families  in  dm 
city  from  ruin,  and  placed  moft  of  them  in 
a  comfortable  way  of  life.  The  Dean  re- 
lated how  much  he  had  fuffered  in  his 
purfe,  and  with  what  hazard  to  his  liberty, 
by  a  moft  iniquitous  judge ;  *  who,  to  gra- 
tify his  ambition  and  rage  of  party,  had. 
condemned  an  innocent  book,  written  with 
no  worfe  a  defign,  than  to  perfuade  the 
people  of  this  kingdom  to  wear  their  own 
manufadtures.  How  the  faid  judge  had 
endeavom-ed  to  get  a  jury  to  his  mind,  but 
they  proved  fo  honeft,  that  he  was  ft)rced 
to  keep  them  eleven  hours,  and  fend  them 

*  Sec  the  Note  Vol.  X.  page  i • 
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l>ack  nine  times,  iintil,  at  laft,  they  were 

.  "fcompelled  to  Idave  thd  printer  *  to  the  nief- 

cy  of  the  court.  AndtheDean  was  forced  to 

I*  jprocure  a  holi  phfequi  from  a  Noble  Perfoii, 
then  fecrfetary  of  ftate^  who  had  been  his 
[  old  friend.   The  Dean  then  freely  conf elTed 
'  himfelf  to  be  author  of  thofe  books  called 
the  Drapier's  Letters,  fpoke  gently  of  the 
\  jproclamation  ofFefing  360  /.  to  difcovefr  the 
\  Vriter.    He  faid,  That  although  a  certain 
T  jperfon  Was  pleafdd  td  mention  thbfe  books 
^  in  a  flight  manner  at  a  public  aflembly, 
\.  yet  he  (the  Dean)  had  learned  to  believe^ 
that  there  were  ten  thoufand  to  one  in  th^ 
kingdom  Who  differed  from  that  perfon  j 
and  xht  people  of  England,  who  had  ever 
heard  of  the  mattef ,  as  well  as  in  Frince^ 
Vrere  all  of  the  faine  opinion,    Tl^  Dearl 
inentiohed  feveral  other  partieulirs,  fome 
of  which,  thofe  from  whom  I  had  the  ac- 
count could  not  recolledt,  and  others,  al- 
though of  great  confequence,  perhaps  his 
leneniies  would  riot  allow  him.    The  Dean 
concluded  with  acknowledging  to   have 
feiprefled  his  wilhes,   that  an  infcriptioti 
might  have  been  graven  on  the  box,  fhew- 
Jhg  fome  reafon  why  the  city  thought  fit 

*  Harding, 

^  ■  Vol.  XV.  A  a  to 
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to  do  him  that  honour,  which  was  much 
out  of  the  common  forms  to  a  perfon  in 
a  private  ftation ;  thofe  diftindtions  being 
ufually  made  only  to  chief  governors,  (x 
perfons  in  very  high  employments* 
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THOU   G  H   T   S 

O    N 

RELIGION. 

IA  M  in  all  opinions  to  believe  according 
to  my  own  impartial  reafon;  which  I 
^m  bound  to  inform  and  improve,  as  far 
as  my  capacity  and  opportunities  will 
permit. 

It  may  be  prudent  in  me  to  aft  fome- 
times  by  other  mens  reafon,  but  I  ^an 
think  only  by  my  own. 

If  another  man's  reafon  fully  convinceth 
me,  it  becomes  my  own  reafon. 

To  fay  a  man  is  boimd  to  believe,  i? 
neither  truth  nor  fenfe. 

You  may  force  men,  by  inteteft  or  pu- 
nifliment,  to  fay  or  fwear  they  believe, 
amd  to  aft  as  if  they  believed :  You  can  go 
no  further. 

Everyman,  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
DaLO^wealth,  ought  to  be  content  with  the 
pofleffion  of  his  own  opinion  in  private, 
writhout  perplexing  his  neighbour  or  dif- 
turbing  the  public. 

Az  ^  Violent 
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Violent  zeal  for  truth  hath  an  hundred 
to  one  odds  to  be  either  pctulancy,  ambi- 
tion, or  pride. 

There  is  a  degree  of  corruption  wherein 
fome  nations,  as  bad  as  the  world  is,  will 
proceed  to  an  amendment ;  till  which  time 
particular  men  Ihould  be  quiet. 

To  remove  opinions  fundamental  in  re- 
ligion is  impoflible,  and  the  attempt  wick- 
ed, whether  thofe  opinions  be  true  or  felfcj 
unlefs  your  avowed  defign  be  to  aboliih 
that  religion  altogetlier.  So,  for  inftancci 
in  the  famous  dodlrine  of  Chrift's  divinity, 
which  hath  been  univerfally  received  by 
all  bodies  of  Chriftians,  firice  the  condem- 
nation of  Arianifm  under  Conflantine  and 
his  fucceffors :  Wherefore  the  proceedings 
of  the  Socifiians  are  both  vain  and  unwar- 
rantable ;  bccaufe  they  will  be  never  able 
to  advance  their  own  opinion,  or  meet  any 
other  fuccefs  than  breeding  doubts  and 
difturbances  in  the  world,  ^i  ratime  Jtk 
diflurhant  mamia  mundi. 

The  want  of  belief  is  a  defedt  that  ought 
to  be  concealed  when  it  cannot  be  ove^ 
come. 

The  Chriftian  religion,  in  the  moft  early 
times,  was  propofed  to  the  Jews  and  Hea- 
thens witliout  the  article  of  Chrift's  divi- 
nity; 
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uity ;    which,    I  remember,  Erafmus  ac- 
!^  counts  for,  by  its  being  too  ftrong  a  meat 
[  for  babes.    Perhaps,  if  it  were  now  foften* 
fd  by  the  Chinefe  miffionaries,   the  con- 
[  verfion  of  thofe  infidels  would  be  lefs  diffi- 
[  cult;  And  ve  find  by  the  Alcoran,  it  is  the 
'■  great  ftumbling-block  of  the  Mahometans. 
But,    in  a  country  already  Chriftian,   to 
bring  fo  fundamental  a  point  of  faith  into 
debate,  can  have  no  confequences  that  are 
not  pernicious  to  morals  and  public  peace. 
I  have  been  often  oflfended  to  find  St. 
Paul's  allegories,  and  other  figures  of  Gre- 
cian eloquence,  converted  by  divines  into 
articles  of  faith. 

God's  niercy  is  over  all  his  works,  but 
divines  of  all  forts  leflen  that  mercy  too 
lauch. 

I  look  upon  myfelf,  in  the  capacity  of  a 
clergyman,  to  be  one  appointed  by  provi- 
dence for  defending  a  poll  afligned  me, 
.  juid  for  gaining  over  as  many  enemies  as 
I  ^:an.  Although  I  think  my  caufe  is  juft, 
yet  one  great  motion  is  my  fubmitting  to 
the  pleafure  of  Providence,  and  to  the  laws 
of  my  country. 

I  am  not  anfwerable  to  God  for  the 
doubts  that  arife  in  my  own  breaft,  fince 
they  are   the  confequence  of  tliat  reafon 

Aa  3  which 
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which  he  hath  planted  in  me,  if  I  take 
care  to  conceal  thpfe  doubts  from  others, 
if  I  ufe  my  beft  endeavours  to  fubdue 
them,  and  if  they  have  no  influence  on 
the  condud  of  my  tife. 

I  believe  that  thoufands  of  jnen  would 
h^,  orthodox  enough  in  certain  points,  if 
fi^x  in  s  had  not  been  too  curious,  or  too 
r  .  ;  Kv,  in  reducing  orthodoxy  within  the 
vv  liipafs  of  fubtleties,  niceties,  and  diftinc* 
tir/pb.  with  little  warrant  from  Scriptiu^, 
and  lefs  from  reafon  or  good  policy. 

I  never  faw,  heard,  nor  read,  that  the 
clergy  were  beloved  in  any  nation  where 
Clu-iftianity  was  the  religion  of  the  coun-  • 
try.    Nothing  can  render    them  popular 
but  fome  degree  of  perfecution. 

Thofe  fine  gentlemen  who  afFeft  the  hu* 
mour  of  railing  at  the  clergy,  are,  I  think, 
bound  in  honour  to  turn  parfons  them* 
felves,  and  fliew  us  better  examples. 

Mifcrable  mortals !  can  we  contribute  to 
the  honour  and  glory  of  God  ?  I  could  wifli 
that  expreflion  were  ftruck  out  Of  oiir 
t^rayer^books. 

Liberty  of  confcience,  properly  fpcaking, 
is  no  more  than  the  liberty  of  i>oflefling 
our  own  thoughts  and  opinioiis,  "whidi 
every  man  enjoys  Without  fear  of  the  ma^ 
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giflrate :  But  how  far  he  Ihall  publicly  aft 
in  purfuance  of  thofe  opinions,  is  to  be  re- 
gulated by  the  laws  of  the  country.  Per- 
hajps,  in  my  own  thoughts,  I  prefer  a 
•well-inftituted  commonwealth  before  a 
monarchy  ;  and  I  know  feveral. others  of 
the  fame  opinion.  Now,  if,  upon  this  pre- 
tence, I  fhould  infift  upon  liberty  of  con- 
fcience,  form  conventicles  of  republicans, 
and  print  books  preferring  that  govern- 
ment and  condemning  what  is  eftabliflied, 
the  magiftrate  would,  with  great  juftice, 
hang  me  and  my  difciples.  It  is  the  fame 
cafe  in  religion,  although  not  fo  avowed, 
where  liberty  of  confcience,  imder  the  pre- 
fent  acceptation,  equally  produces  revolu- 
tions, or  at  lead  convulfions  and  diftur- 
bances  in  a  ftate  ;  which  politicians  would 
fee  well  enough,  if  their  eyes  were  not 
blinded  by  faftion,  and  of  which  thefe 
kingdoms,  as  well  as  France,  Sweden,  and 
other  countries,  are  flaming  inftances. 
Cromwell's  notion  upon  this  article  was 
natural  and  right ;  when,  upon  the  furren- 
der  of  a  town  in  Ireland,  the  Popifli  go- 
vernor infilled  upon  an  article  for  liberty 
of  confcience,  Cromwell  faid,  he  meddled 
with  no  man's  confcience ;  but,  if  by  li- 
berty of  confcience,  the  governor  meant 
A  a  4  tlac 
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the  liberty  of  the  Mafs,  he  had  exprefs  or^ 
4ers    from   the    parliament    of  England 
^gainft  admitting  any  fuch  liberty  at  all. 

It  is  imppflible  that  ^ny  thing  fo  natural, 
fo  neceflary,  and  fo  univerfal  as  death, 
fhould  ever  have  been  defigned  by  provi-: 
dence  as  an  evil  to  mankind. 

Although  reafon  were  intended  by  pro- 
vidence to  gpvern  our  paflions,  yet  it  feems 
that,  in  two  points  pf  th^  great^ft  moment 
to  the  being  and  continuance  of  the  world, 
God  hath  intended  our  paflions  to  prevail 
over  reafon.  The  firft  is,  the  propagation 
of  our  fpecicSj  lince  no  v^ife  man  ever 
njarried  from  the  4i(5lates  of  reafon.  The 
other  is,  the  love  of  life,  which,  from  the 
dictates  pf  reafon,  every  man  would  de-r 
fpife,  and  wifh  it  at  an  end,  or  that  it  pe-r 
yer  had  a  beginning. 


FURTHER 


[  3<5i  ] 

,  F  U  R  T  H  E  R 

THOUGHTS 

O  N 

RELIGION/ 

THE  Scripture-fyfteiji  of  man's  crea- 
tion is  what  Chriftians  are  bound  to 
believe,  and  feems  moft  agreeable  of  all 
Qthers  to  probability  and  reafon.  Adam 
was  formed  from  a  piece  of  clay,  and  Eve 
from  one  of  his  ribs.  The  text  mentioneth 
i^othing  of  his  Maker's  intending  him  for, 
except  to  rule  over  the  beafts  of  the  field, 
and  birds  of  the  air.  As  to  Eve,  it  doth 
not  appear  that  her  hufband  was  her  mo- 
narch, only  fhe  was  to  be  his  help  meet, 
and  placed  in  fome  degree  of  fubjettion. 
However,  before  his  fall,  the  beafts  were 
his  moft  obedient  fubjedts,  whom  he  go- 
verned by  abfolute  power.  After  his  eating 
fhe  forbidden  fruit,  the  courfe  of  nature 
was  changed,  the  animals  began  to  rejeft 
his  government ;  fome  were  able  to  efcape 
by  flight,  and  others  were  too  fierce  to  be 
attacked.  The  Scripture  mentioneth  no 
particular  ads  of  royalty  in  Adam  over 

his 
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his  pofterity,  who  were  cotemporary  with 
him,  or  of  any  monarch  imtil  after  the 
flood;  whereof  the  firft  was  Nimrod,  the 
mighty  hunter,  who,  as  Milton  exprefleth 
it,  made  men,  and  not  beafts,  his  prey. 
For  men  were  eafier  caught  by  promifes, 
and  fubdued  by  the  folly  or  treachery  of 
their  own  fpecies.  Whereas  the  brutes 
prevailed  only  by  their  courage  or  ftrength, 
which,  among  them,  are  peculiar  to  certain 
kinds.  Lions,  bears,  elephants,  and  fome 
other  animals  are  ftrong  or  valiant,  and 
their  fpecies  never  degenerates  in  their 
native  foil,  except  they  happen  to  be  en- 
flaved  or  deftroyed  by  human  fraud :  But 
men  degenerate  every  day,  merely  by  the 
folly,  the  perverfenefs,  the  avarice,  the  ty- 
ranny, the  pride,  the  treachery,  or  inhu- 
manity of  their  own  kind. 
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PRAYER 

FOR 

STELLA. 

ALMIGHTY  and  moft  gracious  Lord  God, 
extend,  we  befeech  thee,  thy  pity 
and  compaffion  towards  this  thy  languifh- 
ing  fervant :  Teach  her  to  place  her  hope 
and  confidence  entirely  in  thee ;  give  her 
a  true  fenfe  of  the  emptynefs  and  vanity 
of  all  earthly  things ;  make  her  truly  fen- 
fible  of  all  the  infirmities  of  her  life  paft, 
and  grant  to  her  fuch  a  true  fincere  repen- 
tance as  is  not  to  be  repented  of.  Preferve 
her,  O  Lord,  in  a  found  mind  and  imder- 
ftanding,  during  this  thy  vifitation ;  keep 
her  from  both  the  fad  extremes  of  pre- 
fumption  and  defpair.  If  thou  Ihalt  pleafe 
to  reftore  her  to  her  former  health,  give 
her  grace  to  be  ever  mindful  of  that  mer- 
cy, and  to  keep  thofe  good  refolutions 
fhe  now  makes  in  her  ficknefs,  fo  that 
jio  length  of  time,  nor  profperity,  may 
entice  her  to  forget  them.  Let  no  thought 
of  her  misfortunes  diftraft  her  mind,  and 
prevent  tjie  means  towards  her  recovery, 

or 
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or  difturb  her  in  her  preparations  for  a 
better  life.    We  befeech  thee  alfo,  O  Lord, 
of  thy  infinite  goodnefs  to  remember  the 
good  adtions  of  this  thy  fervant ;  that  the 
naked  Ihe  hath  clothed,   the  himgry  ihc 
hath  fed,  the  fick  and  the  fatherlefs  whopi 
Ihe  hath  relieved,  may  be  reckoned  accord- 
ing to  thy  gracious  promife,  as  if  they  had 
been  done  unto  thee.    Hearken,  O  Lord,  to 
the  prayers  oflFered  up  by  the  friends  of 
this  thy  fervant  in  her  behalf^  and  cfpe- 
cially  thofe  now  made  by  us  unto  thee, 
Give  thy  blefling  to  thofe  endeavours  ufcd 
for  her  recovery ;  but  take  frona  her  all 
violent  dej[ire,  either  of  life  or  death,  fur- 
ther than  with  refignation  to  thy  holy  will. 
And  now,  OLord,  we  implore  thy  gracious 
favoxu:  towards  us  here   met    together  5 
grant  that  the  fenfe  of  this  thy  fervant's 
weaknefs  may  add  ftrength  to  our  faith, 
that  we,  conficjering  tlie  infirmities  of  our 
nature,  and  the  uncertainty  of  life,  may, 
by  this  example,  be  drawn  to  repentance 
before  it  Ihall  pleafe  thee  to  yifit   us  in 
the  like  manner.    Accept  thefe  prayers, 
we  befeech  Thee,  for  the  fake  of  thy  dear 
Son  Jefus  Clirift,  our  Lord ;  who,  with  Thee 
and  tlie  Holy  Ghoft,   liveth  and  reigneth 
ever  one  God  world  without  end.    Amen. 


[  z^s  ] 
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I  Cor.  iii.  19. 
The  ivifdom  of  this  world  isfoolijhnefs  ivith  God. 

IT  is  remarkable  that,  about  the  time  of 
our  Saviour's  coming  into  the  world, 
all  kinds  of  learning  flourilhed  to  a  very 
great  degree,  infomuch  that  nothing  is 
more  frequent  in  the  mouths  of  many 
men,  even  fuch  who  pretend  to  read  and 
to  know,  than  an  extravagant  praife  and 
opinion  of  the  wifdom  and  virtue  of  the 
Gentile  fages  of  thofe  days,  and  likewife 
of  thofe  antient  philofophers  who  went 
before  them,  whofe  dodlrines  are  left  upon 
record  either  by  themfelves  or  other  wri- 
ters. As  far  as  this  may  be  taken  for 
granted,  it  may  be  faid,  that  the  provi- 
dence of  God  brought  this  about  for  feve- 
ral  very  wife  ends  and  purpofes.  For,  it  is 
certain  that  thefe  philofophers  had  been 
a  long  time  before  fearching  out  wher^ 
to  fix  the  true  happinefs  of  man ;  and, 
not  being  able  to  agree  upon  any  certainty 
about  it,  they  could  not  poflibly  but  con- 
clude, if  they  judged  impartially,  tliat 
7  all 
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all  their  enquiries  were,  in  the  end,  bui 
vain  and  fruitlefs ;    the  confequence  of 
which  mull  be  not  only  an  acknowledge 
ment  of  the  weaknefs  of  all  human  wif* 
dom,  but  likewife  an  open  paflage  hereby 
made,  for  the  letting  in  thofe  beams  of 
light,  which  the  glorious  funfhine  of  the 
gofpel  then  brought  into  the  world,  by 
revealing  thofe  hidden  truths,  which  they 
had  fo  long  before  been  labouring  to  dif- 
cover,  and  fixing  the  general  happinefs  of 
mankind  beyond  all  controverfy  and  ^- 
pute.    And  therefore  the^  providence  of 
God  wifely  fufFered  men  of  deep  genius 
and  learning  then  to  arife,   who  fhould 
fearch  into  the  truth  of  the  gofpel  now 
made  known,   and  canvafs  its  dxxftrines 
with  all  the  fubtilty  and  knowledge  they 
were  mailers  of,  and  in  the  end  freely  ac- 
knowledge that  to  be   the  true  wifdom 
only  which  cometh  from  above*  James  iii. 
15,  16,  17. 

However,  to  make  a  further  enquiry 
into  the  truth  of  this  obfervation,  I  doubt 
not  but  there  is  reafon  to  think  that  a  great 
many  of  thofe  encomiums  given  to  antient 
philofophers  are  taken  upon  truft,  and  by 
a  fort  of  men  who  are  not  very  likely  tp 
be  at  the  pains  of  an  enquiry  that  would 

^mplo^ 
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employ  fo  much  time  and  thinking.  For 
the  ufual  ends  why  men  ^ffeft  this  kind 
of  difcourfe,  appear  generally  to  be  cither 
out  of  oftentation,  that  they  may  pafs  up- 
on the  world  for  perfons  of  great  know- 
ledge and  obfervation ;  or,  what  is  worfe, 
there  are  fome  who  highly  exalt  the  wiP- 
dom  of  thofe  Gentile  fages,  thereby  ob- 
liquely to  glance  at  and  traducq  Divine  Re- 
velation, and  more  efpecially  that  of  the 
gofpel  J  for  the  confequence  they  would 
have  us  draw,  is  this :  That,  iince  thofe 
antient  philofophers  rofe  to  a  greater  pitch 
of  wifdom  and  virtue  than  was  ever  known 
among  Chriftians,  and  all  this  purely  upon 
the  ftrength  of  their  own  reafon  and  liber-* 
ty  of  thinking,  therefore  it  mull  follow, 
that  either  all  Revelation  is  falfe,  or,  what 
is  worfe,  that  it  has  depraved  the  natvuip 
of  man,  and  left  him  worfe  than  it  found 
him. 

But  this  high  opinion  of  Heathen  wif- 
dom is  not  very  antient  in  the  world,  nor 
at  all  countenanced  from  primitive  times  ^ 
Our  Saviour  bad  but  a  low  efteem  of  it,  as 
appears  by  his  treatment  of  the  Pharifees 
and  Sadducees,  who  followed  the  dodbrines 
of  Plato  and  Epicurus.  Sc  Paul  like- 
w^ife,  who  was  well  verfed  in  all  the  Gre- 

I  cian 
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cian  literature,  feems  very  much  to  defpifc 
their  philofophy,  as  we  find  in  his  writings, 
cautioning  the  Ctoloffians  to  beware  left 
any  man  fpoil  them  through  philofophy 
and  vain  deceit.  And,  in  another  place,  he 
advifes  Timothy  to  avoid  prophane  and 
vain  babblings,  and  oppofitions  of  fcienrt, 
falfely  fo  called  j  that  is,  not  to  introduce 
into  the  Chriftian  doftrine  the  janglings  of 
thofe  vain  philofophers,  which  they  would 
pafs  upon  the  world  for  fcience.  And  the 
reafons  he  gives  are,  firft.  That  thofe  who 
prof efled  them  did  err  concerning  the  faidt 
Secondly,  Becaufe  the  knowledge  of  them 
did  encreafe  ungodlinefs,  vain  babblings 
being  otherways  expounded  vanities,  or 
empty  foimds ;  that  is,  tedious  difputes 
about  words,  which  the  philofophers  were 
always  fo  full  of,  and  which  were  the  na- 
tural product  of  difputes  and  diilention^ 
between  feveral  fe(5ts. 

Neither  had  the  primitive  fathers  any 
great  or  good  opinion  of  the  Heathen  phi- 
lofophy, as  it  is  manifeft  from  feveral  paP 
fages  in  their  writings :  So  that  this  vein  of 
afife^ing  to  raife  the  reputation  of  thofe 
fages  fo  high,  is  a  mode  and  a  vice  but  of 
yefterday,  aflumed  chiefly,  as  I  have  faid, 

to 
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to  difparage  revealed  knowledge,  and  the 
Confequences  of  it  among  us. 

Now,  becaufe  this  is  a  prejudice  which 
may  prevail  with  fome  perfons,  fo  far  as 
to  iefleii  the  iiiflucnce  of  tlie  gofpcl,  and 
whereas  therefore  tliis  is  an  opinion  which 
men  of  education  are  like  to  be  encoun- 
tered with,  when  they  have  produced 
themfelves  into  the  world  ;  I  fliall  endea- 
vour to  Ihew  that  their  preference  of  Hea- 
then wifdom  and  virtue,  before  that  of  the 
Clu-iilian,  is  every  way  ulijuft,  and  ground- 
ed upon  ignorance  or  niiilake :  In  order  to 
-which  I  ihall  conlider  four  things. 

Firft^  I  fliall  produce  cenaia  points, 
itrherein  the  wildom  and  virtue  of  all 
linrevealed  philofophy  in  general,  fell 
ihoirt,  and  was  very  imperfedh 

Secondly,  I  fliall  fliew,  in  feveral  inflan- 
ces,  where  fome  of  the  moll  renowned  phi- 
lofophers  have  been  grofsly  dcfeclive  in 
their  leflbns  of  morality. 

Thirdly,  I  fliall  prove  the  perfcdion  of 
Chriftian  wifdom,  from  the  proper  charac- 
ters and  marks  of  it. 

Laftly,  I  fliall  flicw  that  the  great  ex- 
amples of  wifdom  and  virtue  among  the 
Heathen  wife  men,  were  produced  by  pcr- 
fon;il  merit,  and  not  influenced  by  the 
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dcKarine  of  any  fedt  j  whereas,  in  Chrifli- 
anity,  it  is  quite  the  contrary- 

Firft,   I    fliall    produce    certain   points, 
wherein  the  wifdom  and  virtue  of  all  iin- 
revealed  philofophy  in  general  fell  fliort, 
and  was  very  imperfedw 
,    My  defign  is  to  perfuade  men,  that  Chrif* 
tian  philofophy  is  in  all  things  preferable 
toHeathen  wifdom ;  from  which,  or  its  pro- 
feflbrs,  I  fhall  however  have  no  occafion  to 
detradt.  They  were  as  wife  and  as  good  as 
it  was  poffible  for  them  under  fuch  difad- 
vantages,  and  would  have  probably  been 
infinitely  more  with  fuch  aids  as  we  en- 
joy: But  our  leflbns  are  certainly  much 
better,    however  our  pradices  may  fall 
fliort. 

Tlie  firft  point  I  fhall  mention  was  that 
univerfal  defe(5t  which  was  in  all  their 
fchemes,  that  they  could  not  agree  about 
dieir  cliief  good,  or  wherein  to  place  the 
happinefs  of  mankind,  nor  had  any  of 
them  a  tolerable  anfwer  upon  this  difficul- 
ty, to  fatisfy  a  reafonable  perfon.    For,  to 
fay,  as  the  moft  plaufible  of  them  did,  that 
happinefs  confifted  in  virtue,  was  but  vain 
i^abbling,  and  a  mere  found  of  words,  to 
amufe  others  and  themfelves ;  becaufe  they 
were  not  agreed  what  this  virtue  was,  or 

wherein 
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wherein  it  did  confiftj  and  likewife,  be- 
caufe  feveral  among  the  beft  of  them 
taught  quite  different  things,  placing  hap- 
pinefs  in  health  or  good  fortune,  in  riches 
or  in  honour,  where  all  were  agreed  that 
virtue  was  not,  as  I  fhall  have  occafion  to 
fliew,  when  I  fpeak  of  their  particular 
tenets. 

The  fecond  great  defecH:  in  the  Gentile 
philofophy  was,  that  it  wanted  fbme  fuit- 
able  reward  proportioned  to  the  better  part 
of  man,  his  mind,  as  an  encouragement 
for  his  progrefs  in  virtue.  The  difficulties 
they  met  with  upon  the  fcorc  of  this  de- 
fault were  great,  and  not  to  be  accounted 
for:  Bodily  goods,  being  only  fuitablc  to 
bodily  wants,  are  no  reft  at  all  for  the 
mind;  and,  if  they  were,  yet  are  they 
not  the  proper  fruits  of  wifdom  and  virtue, 
being  equally  attainable  by  the  ignorant 
and  wicked.  Now,  himian  nature  is  fo 
conftitutcd,  that  we  can  never  purfue  any 
thing  heartily  but  upon  hopes  of  a  reward* 
If  we  run  a  race,  it  is  in  expeftation  of  a 
prize,  and  the  greater  the  prize  the  fafter 
we  run ;  for  an  incorruptible  crown,  if  we 
imderftand  it  and  believe  it  to  be  fuch, 
more  than  a  corruptible  one.  But  fome  of 
the  philofophers  gave  all  this  quite  an- 
Bb  z  other 
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other  turn,  and  pretended  to  refine  fo  far, 
as  to  call  virtue  its  own  reward,  and  wor- 
thy to  be  followed  only  for  itfelf :  Whereas, 
if  there  be  any  thing  in  this  more  than  the 
found  of  the  words,  it  is  at  leaft  too  ab- 
flradted  to  become  an  imiverfal  influencing 
principle  in  the  world,  and  therefore  could 
not  be  of  general  ufe. 

It  was  the  want  of  afligning  fome  hap- 
pinefs,  proportioned  to  the  foul  of  man, 
that  caufed  many  of  them,  either,  on  the 
one  hand,  to  be  four  and  morofe,  fuperci- 
lious  and  untreatable ;  or,  on  the  other,  to 
fall  into  the  vulgar  purfuits  of  common 
men,  to  hunt  after  greamefs  and  riches, 
to  make  their  court,  and  to  ferve  occafions; 
as  Plato  did  to  the  younger  Dionyfius,  and 
Ai'iftotle  to  Alexander  the  Great.  So  im- 
polliblc  is  it  for  a  man,  who  looks  no  fur- 
ther than  the  prcfent  world,  to  fix  himfelf 
long  in  a  contemplation  where  the  prcfent 
world  has  no  pai't :  He  has  no  fure  hold, 
no  firm  footing ;  he  can  never  expedl  to 
remove  the  earth  he  fells  upon,  wliilc  he 
has  no  fupport  befide  for  his  feet,  but 
wants,  like  Archimedes,  fome  otlier  place 
whereon  to  ftand.  To  talk  of  bearing  pain 
and  grief,  without  any  fort  of  prcfent  or 
f  utui'c  hope,  cannot  be  purely  grcatnefs  of 
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fpirit ;  tUere  mull  t>e  a  mixture  in  it  of  af* 
fe<5tation,  and  an  allay  of  pride,  or  per» 
haps  is  wholly  comMerfeit. 

It  is  true  there  has  been  all  along  in  the 
tvof Id  a  notion  of  rewards  and  punifti- 
jiients  ifli another  life;  but  it  feems  to 
have  rather  ferved  as  an  entertainment 
to  poets,  or  as  a  terror  of  cliiidrfin,  than 
a  fettled  principle,  by  wliich  men  pretend- 
ed to  govern  any  of  their  adtions.  The  lafl 
celebrated  words  of  Socrates,  a  little  before 
his  death,  do  not  feem  to  reckon  or  build 
much  upon  any  fuch  opinion ;  and  Caifar 
made  no  fcruple  to  difown  it,  and  ridicule 
it  in  open  fenate. 

Thirdly,  The  greateft  and  wifeft  of  all 
their  pliilofophers  were  never  able  to  give 
any  fatisfa^ion,  to  odiers  and  themfelve«, 
in  their  notions  of  a  Deity.    They  were  of- 
ten extremely  grofs  and  abfm'd  in  their 
conceptions  ;  and  thofe  wiio  made  the  fair- 
eft  conje(5lures  are  fuch  as  were  generally 
allowed  by  the  learned  to  have  feen  the 
fyftem  of  Mofes,  if  I  may  fo  call  it,  who 
Was  in  great  reputation  at   that  time  in 
the  Heatlien  world,  as  we  find  by  Dio- 
dorus,  Juftin,  Lpnginus,  and  other  authors  i 
for  the  reft,  the  wifeft  among  them  laid 
Vifide  all  notions  after  a  Deky,,  aa  ^  difijui-. 
?b  3  fit^Qii 
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fition  vain  and  fruitlefs^  which  indeed  it 
was,    upon   unrevealed    principles ;    and 
thofe  who  ventured  to  engage  too  far  fell 
into  incoherence  and  confufion. 

Fourthly,  Thofe  among  them  who  had 
the  jufteft  conceptions  of  a  Divine  Power, 
and  did  alfo  admit  a  Providence,  had  no 
notion  at  all  of  entirely  relying  and  de- 
pending upon  either;  they  tnifted  in 
themfelves  for  all  things:  But,  as  for  a 
truft  or  dependence  upon  God,  they  would 
not  have  underftood  the  phrafe ;  it  made 
no  part  of  the  profane  ftyle. 

Therefore  it  was,  that,  in  all  ifliies  and 
events,  which  they  could  not  reconcile  to 
their  own  fentiments  of  reafon  and  juftice, 
they  were  quite  difconcerted :  They  had 
no  retreat ;  but,  upon  every  blow  of  ad* 
verfe  fortune,  either  affedled  to  be  indiffe- 
rent, or  grew  fullen  and  fevere,  or  elfe 
yielded  and  funk  like  other  men. 

Having  now  produced  certain  points, 
wherein  the  wifdom  and  virtue  of  all  un- 
revealed philofophy  fell  fhort,  and  was 
very  imperfedl ;  I  go  on,  in  the  fecond 
place,  to  fliew  in  feveral  inftances,  where 
fome  of  the  moll  renowned  philofophers 
have  been  grofsly  defective  in  their  leflbns 
of  morality, 

a  Thales, 
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Thalea,  the  founder  of  the  Ionic  fedl,  fo 
celebrated  for  morality,  being  afked  how 
a  man  might  bear  ill-fortune  with  greateft 
cafe,  anfwered,  "  By  feeing  his  enemies  in 
**  a  worfe  condition."  An  anfwer  truly 
barbarous,  unworthy  of  human  nature, 
and  which  included  fuch  confequences  as 
mull  deftroy  all  fociety  from  the  world. 

Solon,  lamenting  the  death  of  a  fon,  one 
told  him,  "  You  lament  in  vain :"  "  There- 
"  fore  (faid  he)  I  lament,  becaufe  it  is  in 
"  vain."  This  was  a  plain  confefEon  how 
imperfeft  all  his  philofophy  was,  and  that 
fomething  was  ftill  wanting.  He  owned 
that  all  his  wifdom  and  morals  were  ufe- 
lefs,  and  this  upon  one  of  the  moft  fre- 
quent accidents  in  life.  How  much  better 
could  he  have  learned  to  fupport  himfclf 
even  from  David,  by  his  entire  dependence 
upon  God ;  and  that  before  our  Saviour 
had  advanced  the  notions  of  religion  to 
the  height  and  perfeftion  wherewith  he 
hath  inftrudled  his  difciples?  Plato  himfelf, 
with  all  his  refinements,  placed  happinefs 
in  wifdom,  health,  good  fortune,  honour, 
and  riches ;  and  held  that  they  who  enjoy- 
ed all  thefe  were  perfectly  happy :  Which 
opinion  was  indeed  unworthy  it's  owner, 
leaving  the  wife  and  the  good  man  wholly 
Bb  4  at 
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at  the  mercy  of  ,i£Qceitain  chance,  ind  to 
be  raiferable  withom  fefonrce. 

His  fcholar,  Ariftotle,  fell  more  grofely 
into  the  fame  ifcmon ;  and  pllinly  affirmed, 
Tliat  virtue,  without  the  goods  of  fortune; 
was  not  fufficient  for  happinefs,  but  th&t 
a  wife  man  nrnftbg  miferftblt  in  poverty 
and  feknefs.  Nay,. Diogenes  himieH^^  fifom 
whofe  pride  and  fingularity  one  i^uld 
liave  looked  for  other  notions,  delivered  it 
as  his  opinion,  That  a  poor  old  man  was 
.  the  moft  miferable  thing  in  life. 

Zeno  alfo  and  his  followers  fell  into 
many  abfurdities^  aniong  which  nothing 
could  be  greater  than  that  of  maintaining 
all  crimes  to  be  equal,  which,  inftead  of 
making  vice  hateful,  rendered  it  as  a 
thing  indifferent  and  familiar  to  all  men. 
Laftly,  Epicurus  had  no  notion  of  juftiGC 
but  as  it  was  profitable  ;  and  his  placing 
happinefs  in  pleafurc,  with  all  the  advan. 
tages  he  could  expound  it  by,  was  liable 
to  very  great  exception :  For,  although  he 
taught  that  pleafure  did  confifl  in  virtue, 
yet  he  did  not  any  way  fix  or  afccrtain  the 
boundaries  of  virtue,  as  he  ought  to  have 
done  ;  by  which  means  he  milled  his  fol- 
lowers  into  the  greateft  vices,    making 

their 
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«|ieir  names  to  htfcdme  odious  and  fcan- 
dalous,  even  in  the  Heathen  world. 

I  have  produced  thefe  few  inftances  from 
St  great  many  others,  to  fliew  the  imper- 
f eAktti  of  Heathen  philolophy,  wherein  I 
have  confined  myfelf  wholly  to  their  mo- 
tality.  And  furely  we  may  pronounce  up- 
on it  in  thd  WQ#ds  of  St.  James,  that  This 
n/bi/doffi  difcend^  not  from  above  ^  hut  ivas  earthly 
Mdfet^uaL  What  if  I  had  produced  their 
abfurd  ttotions^  about  God  and  the  foul? 
It  would  then  have  compleated  the  charac- 
ter given  it  by  that  Apoftle,  and  appeared 
to  have  been  devilifh  too.  But  it  is  eafy 
to  obfcrve,  from  the  natiu^e  of  thefe  few 
particulars,  that  their  dcfe(5l3  in  morals 
were  purely  the  flagging  and  fainting  of 
the  mind,  for  want  of  a  fupport  by  reve- 
lation from  God. 

I  proceed  therefore,  in  the  third  place, 
to  fliew  the  perfection  of  Chriftian  wifdom 
from  above,  and  I  fhall  endeavour  to  make 
it  appear  from  thofe  proper  charadters  and 
marks  of  it  by  the  Apoftle  before-men- 
tioned, in  the  third  chapter,  and  15th,  i6th, 
and  17th  verfes. 

The  words  rini  thus : 

This  ivifchm  defcendeth  not  from  above j  but  is 
earthly^  fofual^  dcvihjlo. 

For 
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For  where  envying  and  firife  isy  there  is  cofr 
fufion^  and  every  evil  nvork. 

But  the  ivifdom  that  is  from  above^  i^firfipwrt^ 
then  peaceable^  gentle^  and  eafy  to  be  intreated^ 
full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits^  without  partiality^ 
and  ivitbout  hypocrify. 

The  voifdom  from  above  14  frfi  pure.  This 
purity  of  the  mind  and  fpirit  is  peculiar 
to  the  gofpeL  Our  Saviour  fays,  Blejfcdare 
the  pure  in  hearty  for  they  Jhall fee  God.  A  mind 
free  from  all  pollution  of  lufts  fhall  have 
a  daily  vifion  of  God,  whereof  unrevealed 
religion  can  form  no  notion*  This  is  it 
which  keeps  us  unfpotted  from  the  world; 
and  hereby  many  have  been  prevailed 
upon  to  live  in  the  praftice  of  all  purity, 
holinefs,  and  righteoufnefs,  far  beyond 
the  examples  of  the  moll  celebrated  phi- 
lofophers. 

It  is  peaceable,  gentle,  and  eafy  to  he  entreated. 
The  Chriflian  doftrine  teacheth  us  all 
thofe  difpofitions  that  make  us  affable  and 
courteous,  gentle  and  kind,  without  any 
morofc  leaven  of  pride  or  vanity,  which 
entered  into  the  compofition  of  moft  Hea- 
then fchemcs:  So  we  are  taught  to  be 
meek  and  lowly.  Our  Saviour's  laft  legacy 
was  Peace  ;  and  he  commands  us  to  for- 
give our  offending  brother  unto  fcventy 

times 
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times  feven.  Chriftian  wifdom  is  full  of 
mcrqr  and  good  works,  teaching  the 
height  of  all  moral  virtues,  of  -which 
the  Heathens  fall  infinitely  fliort,  Plato 
indeed  (and  it  is  worth  obferving)  has 
fomewhere  a  dialogue,  or  part  of  on^ 
about  forgiving  our  enemies,  which  was 
|>erhaps  the  higheft  ftrain  ever  reached  by 
man,  without  divine  afliftance;  yet  how 
•little  is  that  to  what  our  Saviour  com- 
Tnands  us  ?  To  love  them  that  hate  us ;  to  blefs 
them  that  curfe  us  ;  and  do  good  to  them  that  de^ 
Jpttefully  uje  us. 

Chriftian   wifdom  is  ^without  partiality; 
'  it  is  not  calculated  for  this  or  that  nation 

*  'or  people,  but  the  whole  race  of  mankind: 
Not  to  the  philofophical  fchemes,  which 
Trere  narrow  and  confined,  adapted  to  their 
peculiar  towns,  governments,  or  fefts ; 
but,  in  every  nation,  he  that  feareth  God 
and  worketh  righteoufnefs,  is  accepted 
with  him. 

Laftly,  It  is  nvithout  hypocrify :  It  appears 
to  be  what  it  really  is ;  it  is  all  of  a  piece. 
By  the  dodxines  of  the  gofpel  we  are  fo 

'  far  from  being  allowed  to  publifh  to  the 
vrorldthofe  virtues  we  have  not,  that  we  are 
commanded  to  hide,  even  from  ourfelves, 
thofe  we  really  have,  and  not  to  let  our 

right 
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right  hand  know  what  our  left  hand  does? 
unlike  feveral  branches  of  the  Heathen 
wifdom,  which  pretended  to  teach  infenii- 
bility  and  indifference,  magnanimity  and 
cQiltempt  of  life,  while,  at  the  fame  time, 
in  other  parts  it  belied  its  own  doftrines. 

I  come  now,  in  the  laft  place,  to  (he\y 
that  the  great  examples  of  wifdom  and 
virtiic,  among  the  Grecian  fages,  were  pro- 
duced by  perfonal  merit,  and  not  influ- 
enced by  the  doftrine  of  any  particular 
•feft ;  whereas,  in  Chriftianity,  it  is  quite 
the  contrar\\ 

•  The  two  virtues  moft  celebrated  by  an- 
tient  moralills  were  fortitude  and  tempe- 
rance, as  relating  to  the  government  of 
man  in  his  private  capacity,  to  which  their 
fchemes  were  generally  addrefled  and  con- 
fined ;  and  the  two  inftances,  wherein 
thofc  virtues  arrived  at  the  greateft  height, 
were  Socrates  and  Cato,  But  neither  thofe, 
nor  any  other  virtues  pofTefled  by  thcfe 
two,  were  at  all  owing  to  any  lejffbns  or 
doftrincs  of  a  feft.  For  Socrates  himfclf 
was  of  none  at  all ;  and  altliough  Cato  was 
cailc^l  a  Stoic,  it  was  more  from  a  refem- 
blance  of  manners  in  his  worft  qualities, 
than  that  he  avovvxd  himfclf  one  of  their 
difciplcG.    The  fame  may  be  affirmed  of 

many 
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many  other  great  men  of  antiquity.  From 
whence  I  infer,  that  thofe  who  were  xe^? 
nowned  for  virtue  among  them,  were 
Hiore  obliged  to  the  good  natm^al  difpoii- 
tions  of  their  own  minds,  than  to  the  doc- 
trines of  any  fedt  they  pretended  to  follow^ 

On  the  other  fide,  As  the  examples  of 
fortitude .  and  patience,  among  tlie  primi- 
tive Chriflians,  have  been  infinitely  greater 
9nd  more  numerous,  fo  they  were  altoge- 
ther the  produ(5l  of  their  principles  and 
do<5brine  ;  and  were  fuch  as  the  fame  per- 
fons,  witlwut  thofe  aids,  would  never  have 
arrived  to.  Of  this  truth  moll  of  the 
apoftles,  with  many  thoufand  martyrs, 
are  a  cloud  of  witnefles  beyond  exception. 
Having  therefore  fpoken  fo  largely  upon 
the  former  heads,  I  fliall  dwell  no  longer 
upon  this. 

And,  if  it  fhould  here  be  objcdled, 
Why  does  not  Chriftianity  ftill  pj'oduce  the 
fame  effedls?  it  is  eafy  to  anfwer,  FirH, 
That  although  the  number  of  pretended 
Chriftians  be  great,  yet  that  of  true  be- 
lievers, in  proportion  to  the  other,  was 
never  fo  fmall ;  and  it  is  a  true  lively  faith 
alone,  that  by  the  aiiiftance  of  God's  gracc^ 
can  iniiucncc  our  pradlice. 

Secondly, 


382        A     S    E    R    M    O    N. 

Secondly,  wc  may  anfwer,  That  Chrifti* 
anity  itfelf  has  very  much  fuffered  bjf 
beiilg  blended  up  with  Gentile  philoib' 
phy»  The  Watonic  fyfteto,  firft  taken  into 
religion,  Was  thought  to  have  given  mat- 
ter for  fome  early  herefies  in  the  choxclL 
When  difputes  began  to  arife,  the  Peripa- 
tetic forms  were  introduced  by  ScotaSi  as 
beft  fitted  for  controverfy.  And,  however 
this  may  now  have  become  neceflary,itwas 
furely  the  author  of  a  litigious  vein,  which 
has  fince  occafioned  very  pernicious  confe- 
quences,  ftopt  the  progrefs  of  Chriftianity, 
and  been  a  great  promoter  of  vice,  verily- 
ing  that  fentence  given  by  St.  James,  and 
mentioned  before,  Where  eiwying  andjhifc  is^ 
there  is  confufion^  and  every  evil  •work.  This 
was  the  fatal  ftop  to  the  Grecians,  in  their 
progrefs  both  of  arts  and  arms :  Their 
wife  men  were  divided  under  feveral  fefts, 
and  their  governments  under  feveral  comr 
monwealths,  all  in  oppofition  to  each 
other;  which  engaged  them  in  eternal 
quarrels  among  themfelves,  while  they 
Ihould  have  been  armed  againft  the  com- 
mon enemy.  And  I  wifh  we  had  no  other 
examples  from  the  like  caufes,  lefs  foreign 
or  antient  than  that.  Diogenes  faid  Socra- 
tes was  a  madman ;   the  difciples  of  Zeno 

and 
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and  Epicurus,,  nay  of  Plato  and  Ariftode, 

vrere  engaged  in  fierce  difputes  about  the 

':  moil  infignificant  trifles.    And,  if  this  be 

:  the  prefent  language  and  pra<flice  among 

us  Chriftians,  no  wonder  that  Chriftianity 

does  not  ftiU  produce  the   fame  'e£fe<5bs 

,  which  it  did  at  firft,  when  it  was  received 

■  and  embraced  in  its  utmofl  purity  and  per- 

\  ifedtion.    For  fuch  a  wifdom  as  this  cannot 

defcend  from  above,  but  muft  be  earthly,  fen," 

Jwd,  devilifh ;  full  of  eonfufton  and  every  evil 

-  nvork:  Whereas   the  ivifdom  from  above,  it 

'.  Jlrfi  pure,  then  peaceable,  gentle,  and  eafy  to  he 

\'  httreated,  full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits,  vuithout 

partiality,  and  tvithout  hypocrify.    This  is  the 

true  heavenly  wifdom,  which  Chriftianity 

only  can  boail  of,  and  which  the  greateft 

of  tlie  Heathen  wife  men  could  never 

■arrive  at. 

Now  to  God  the  Father,  <6'c.  &c^ 
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TO 

THE         P     O      5     ll»i 

Ttt  E  contm«al  ^omomi^  ^  ^eggjwj 
from  all  jpms  q^  th^  Umg^oak  to 
thi«  city,  haying  ma4ie  it  jq^po^bif  ftp 
Uie  feveral  pari/hes  to  ^laiiti^  theur 
own  poor,  aecwdiag  to  tke  iwwientUws 
of  the  land ;  feveral  I/mi  Mayors  4i4  ap^ 
ply  themfelves  to  the  Lor4  Archbiihop  (^ 
Dublin,  that  his  Grace  woh14  dired  hi$ 
clergy,  and  the  church^wardens  of  the  iju4 
city,  to  appoint  badges  of  brais,  copperi 
or  pewter,  to  be  wc»:n  by  the  poor  of  the 
feveral  pariflies.  The  badges  to  be  m^k- 
ed  with  ^e  initial  letters  of  the  ntam  o( 
each  church,  and  numbered  i,  2,  3,  ^. 
and  to  be  well  fewcd  and  faftened  on  the 
right  and  left  flioulder  of  the  outwaid 
garment  of  each  of  the  faid  poor,  by 
which  they  might  be  diftinguiflied.  And 
that  none  of  the  faid  poor  fhould  go  out 
of  their  own  parifh  to  beg  alms  j  whereof 
the  beadles  were  to  take  care. 

•  See  a  Trcatifc  on  this  fubjeft,  V«l.  XI.  p.  77. 

8  His 
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•  His  Grace,  the  Lord  Archbifhop,  did  ac- 
cordingly give  his  direftions  to  the  clergy; 
which,  however,  have  proved  wholly  inef- 
fecStual,  by  the  fraud,  perverfenefs,  or 
pride  of  the  faid  poor,  feveral  of  them 
openly  protefting  they  will  never  fubmit 
to  wear  the  faid  badges,  and  of  thofe  who 
received  them,  almoft  every  one  keep  them 
in  their  pockets,  or  hang  them  on  a  ftiing 
about  their  necks,  or  faften  them  only  with 
a  pin,  or  wear  tliem  under  their  coats,  not 
to  be  feen.  By  which  means  the  whole 
defign  is  eluded,  fo  that  a  man  may  walk 
from  one  end  of  the  town  to  the  other, 
without  feeing  one  beggar  regularly  badg- 
ed,  and  in  fuch  great  numbers,  that  tliey 
iie  a  mighty  nufance  to  tlie  public,  mofl 
of  them  being  foreigners. 

It  is  therefore  propofed.  That  his  Grace 
the  Lord  Archbifhop  would  pleafe  to  call 
the  clergy  of  the  city  together,  and  renew 
his  diredlions  and  eidiortations  to  thcni,  to 
put  this  affair  of  badges  efFedtually  in  prac- 
tice, by  fuch  methods  as  his  Grace  and 
they  fhall  agree  upon.  And  I  think  it 
would  be  highly  necellary,  that  fome  pa- 
per fhould  be  pafted  up,  in  feveral  proper 
parts  of  the  city,  fignifying  this  order,  and 
exhorting  all  people  to  give  no  alms  ex- 
'^  Vol.  XV.  C  c  cept 
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cept  to  thofe  poor  -who  are  regularly  badg- 
ed,  and  only  while  they  are  within  the 
precinds  of  their  own  pari^es.  And,  if 
fomething  like  this  were  delivered  by  the 
xninifters,  in  the  reading-defk,  two  or  three 
Lord's-days  fucceflively,  it  would  ftill  be 
of  further  ufe  to  put  this  matter  upon  a 
right  foot.  And  that  all  who  ofiend  againfl 
this  regulation  be  treated  as  vagabonds 
and  fturdy  beggars. 


Detnry-hottie, 
Sept.  26,  1726. 
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MAINTAINING   the  POOR. 

WE  have  been  amufed,  for,  at  leafl 
thirty  years  paft,  with  numberlefs 
fchemes  in  writing  and  difcourfe,  both  in 
and  out  of  parliament,  for  maintaining 
the  poor,  and  fetting  them  to  work,  efpe- 
cially  in  this  city ;  mofl  of  which  were 
idle,  indigeftcd,  or  vifionary,  and  all  of 
them  ineflfe<5hial,  as  it  hath  plainly  appear- 
ed by  the  confequences.  Many  of  thofe 
projectors  were  fo  ftupid,  that  they  dre^  a 
parallel  from  Holland  and  England,  to  be 
fettled  in  Ireland ;  that  is  to  fay,  from  two 
comitries  with  full  freedom  and  encou- 
ragement for  trade,  to  a  third  where  all 
kind  of  trade  is  cramped,  and  the  moft  be- 
neficial parts  are  entirely  taken  away.  But 
the  perpetual  infelicity  of  falfe  and  foolifh 
reafoning,  as  well  as  proceeding  and.  aft- 
ing  upon  it,  feems  to  be  fatal^to  this 
country. 

For  my  own  part,  who  have  much  con- 

verfed  with  thofe  folks  who  call  them- 

C  c  a  felves 
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felyes  Merchants,  I  do  not  remember  to 
haVe  met  with  a  more  ignorant  and  wrong- 
thinking  race  of  people  in  the  very  firft 
rudiments  of  trade ;  Which,  however, 
was  not  fo  much  owing  to  their  want 
of  capacity,  as  to  the  crazy  conftitution 
of  this  kingdom,  where  pedlars  are  better 
qualified  to  thrive  than  the  wifeft  mer- 
chants. I  could  fill  a  volume  with  only 
i'etting  down  a  lift  of  the  public  abfurdi- 
ties,  by  which  this  kingdom  hitii  fuffered 
within  the  compafs  of  my  own  memory, 
fuch  as  could  not  be  believed  of  any  na- 
tion, among  whom  folly  was  not  efta- 
blifhed  as  a  law*  I  cannot  forbear  in- 
ftancing  a  few  of  thefe,  becaufe  it  may 
be  of  fome  ufe  to  thofe  who  fhall  have  it 
in  their  power  to  be  more  cautious  for  the 
future. 

The  firft  was  the  building  of  the  bar- 
racks, whereof  I  have  feen  above  one  halfi 
and  have  heard  enough  of  the  reft,  to  af- 
firm that  the  public  hath  been  cheated  of 
at  leaft  two  tlyrds  of  tlie  money  raifed  for 
tliat  ufe  by  the  plain  fraud  of  the  under- 
takers. 

Another  was  the  management  of  the 
money  raifed  for  the  Palatines  ;  when,  in- 
ilead  of  employing  that  great  fum  in  pur- 

cliafing 
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chafing  lands  in  fome  remote  and  cheap 
part  of  the  kingdom,  and  there  planting 
thofe  people  as  a  colony,  the  whole  end 
Was  utterly  defeated. 
-  A  tliird  is .  the  infurance-office  againft 
fire,  by  which  feveral  thoufand  pounds 
are  yearly  remitted  to  England  (a  trifle  it 
feems  we  can  eafily  fpare),  and  will  gra- 
dually encreafe  until  it  comes  to  a  good 
national  tax.  For  the  fociety-marks  upon 
cur  houfes  (under  which  might  properly  be 
•written,  The  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us)  fpread 
f after  and  farther  than  the  *  colony  of 
frogs.  I  have,  for  above  twenty  years  paft, 
given  warning  feveral  thoufand  times,  to 

•  This  fimiHtude,  which  is  certainly  the  fined  that  could 
|>bffibly  havr  been  ufed  upon  this  occafion,  feems  to  require  a 
ibort  explication.  About  the  beginning  of  this  current  cen- 
tury^  Doflor  Gwythers,  a  phyfician  and  Fellow  of  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  Dublin,  brought  over  with  him  a  parcel  of  frogs 
from  England  to  Ireland,  in  order  to  propagate  the  fpccies  in 
that  kingdom,  and  threw  them  into  the  ditches  of  the  Uni« 
▼crfity-park ;  but  they  all  peri(hed.  Whereupon  he  fent  to 
England  for  fome  bottles  of  the  frog-fpawn,  which  he  threw 

■  into  thofe  ditcher,  by  which  means  the  fpecies  of  frogs  was 
propagated  in  that  kingdom.     However,  their  number  vfzB 

,fo  fmall  in  the  year  i  720,  that  a  frog  was  no  where  to  be  fe(n 
in  Ireland,  except  in  the  neighbourhood  of'  the  Univerfity- 
park :  But,  within  fix  or  fefen  years  after,  ibey  fpread  thirty, 
forty,  and  fifty  miles  over  the  country ;  and  fo  at  laft,  by  de- 
grees, gver  the  whole  natiori. 

C  c  3  many 
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many  fubftantial  people,  and  to  fuch  who 
are  acquainted  with  Lords  and  Squires, 
and  the  like  great  folks,  (to  any  of  whom 
I  have  not  the  honour  to  be  known:)  I 
mentioned  my  daily  fears,  left  our  watch- 
ful friends  in  England  might  take  this  bu- 
finefs  out  of  our  hands  ;  and  how  cafy  it 
would  be  to  prevent  that  evil,  by  ereftinga 
fociety  of  perfons  who  had  good  eftates, 
fuch,  for  inftance,  as  that  noble  knot  of  ban- 
kers under  the  ftyle  of  Swift  and  Company. 
But  now  we  are  become  tributary  to  Eng- 
land, not  only  for  materials  to  light  our 
own  fires ;  but  for  engines  to  put  them 
out ;  to  which,  if  hearth-money  be  added, 
(repealed  in  England  as  a  grievance)  we 
have  the  honour  to  pay  three  taxes  for 
fire. 

A  fourth  was  the  knavery  of  thofe  mer- 
chants, or  linen-manufadturers,  or  both; 
when,  upon  occafion  of  the  plague  atMar- 
feilles,  we  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  get- 
ting into  our  hands  the  whole  linen-trade 
with  Spain;  but  the  commodity  was  fo 
bad,  and  held  at  fo  high  a  rate,  that  al- 
moft  the  whole  cargo  was  returned,  and 
the  finall  remainder  fold  below  the  prime 
coftt 


So 
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So  many  otheF  particulars  of  the  fame 
nature  crowd  into  my  thoughts,  that  I  am 
forced  to  ftop,  and  the  rather  becaufe  they 
are  not  very  proper  for  my  fubje<St,  to 
■which  I  fliall  now  return. 

Am<Hig  all  the  fchemes  for  maintaining 
the  poor  of  the  city,  and  fetting  them  to 
work,  the  leaft  weight  hath  been  laid  upon 
that  fingle  point  which  is  of  greateft  im- 
portance }  I  mean  that  of  keeping  foreign 
beggars  from  fwarming  hither  out  of 
every  part  of  the  country ;  for,  until  this 
be  brought  to  pafs  effedtually,  all  our  wife 
reafonings  and  proceedings  upon  them 
will  be  vain  and  ridiculous. 

The  prodigious  number  of  beggars 
throughout  this  kingdom,  in  proportion 
to  fo  fmall  a  number  of  people,  is  owing 
to  many  reafons :  To  the  lazinefs  of  the 
natives ;  the  want  of  wtM-k  to  employ 
them ;  the  enormous  rents  paid  by  cottagers 
for  their  miferable  cabbins  and  potatoe- 
plots ;  their  early  marriages,  without  the 
leaft  profpedt  of  eftablifliment ;  the  ruin 
of  agriculture,  whereby  fuchvaft  numbers 
art  hindred  from  providing  their  own 
bread,  and  have  no  money  to  purchafe  it ; 
the  mortal  damp  upon  all  kinds  of  trade, 
Cc  4  and 
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and  many  other  circumftances  too  tedious 
or  invidious  to  mention. 

And  to  the  fame  caufes  we  owe  the  per- 
petual concourfe  of  foreign  beggars  to  this 
town,  the  country  landlords  giving-  all 
afliftanc6,  except  money  and  vidhials,  to 
drive  from  their  eftates  thofe  miferable 
creatures  they  have  imdone. 

It  was  a  general  complaint  againft  the 
poor-houfe,  under  its  former  governors, 
that  the  number  of  poor  in  this  city  did 
not  leflen  by  taking  three  hundred  into 
tlie  houfe,  and  all  of  them  recommended 
under  the  minifter  and  church-wardens 
hands  of  the  feveral  parifhes ;  and  this 
complaint  muft  Hill  continue,  although 
the  poor-houfe  fliould  be  enlarged  to  main- 
tain three  tlioufand,  or  even  double  that 
number. 

The  revenues  of  the  poor-houfe,  as  it  is 
now  eftablifhed,  amount  to  about  two 
thoufand  pounds  a  year;  whereof,  two 
hundred  allowed  for  officers,  and  one  hun- 
dred for  repairs,  the  remaining  feventeen 
hundred,  at  foiu:  pounds  a  head,  will  fup- 
port  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  perfons. 
This  is  a  favourable  allowance,  confider- 
ing  that  I  fubtrac5l  nothing  for  the  diet  of 
thofe  officers,  and  for  wear  and  tare  of  fur- 
nitures 
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niture ;  and,  if  every  one  of  thefe  coUe- 
giates  fliouldbe  fet  to  work,-  it  is  agreed 
they  will  not  be  able  to  gain  by  their  la- 
bour above  one  fourth  part  of  their  main^ 
tenance. 

At  the  fame  time  the  oratorial  part  o£ 
thefe  gentlemen  feldom  vouchfafe  to  men- 
tion fewer  than  fifteen  hundred,  or  twd 
thoufand  people,  to  be  maintained  in  this 
hofpital,  without  troubling  their  heads 
about  the  fund,    *     *     ****♦'« 

"^       ^        ♦       ^r      ^H      ▼      ♦      ^      ^      w      V       fft 


T   O 


TO    iriS    dRAtii 

WILLIAM, 

LOHI^  AltCBBISHOP  of  Du<L^^,  ^c. 

The  hiimi^  Reprefentation  of  die  Clekgt 
of  this  City  of  DtJBLrN. 

My  Lord,  J«n.i7a4' 

.-•l^OUR  Grace  having  been  pkafed  to 
X  communicate  to  u$  a  certain  brief, 
by  letters-patents,  for  the  relief  of  one 
Charles  M'Carthy,  whofe  houfe  in  CoUege- 
green,  Dublin,  was  burnt  by  an  accidental 
£re ;  and  having  deiired  us  to  confider  of 
the  faid  brief,  and  give  our  opinions  there- 
of to  your  Grace-; 

We  the  clergy  of  die  city  of  Dublin,  in 
compliance  with  your  Grace's  deiire,  and 
with  great  acknowledgments  for  your  pa- 
ternal tendemefs  towards  us,  having  ma- 
turely confidered  the  faid  brief  by  letters 
patents,  compared  the  feveral  parts  of  it 
with  what  is  enjoined  us  by  the  rubric, 
(which  is  confirmed  by  aft  of  parliament) 
and  confulted  perfons  fkilled  in  the  laws 
of  the  church  j  do,  in  the  names  of  our- 

felves 
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felves  and  of  the  reft  of  our  brethren,  die 
clergy  of  the  diocefs  of  Dublin,  moft 
humbly  reprefent  to  your  Grace: 

Firft,  That,  by  this  brief,  your  Grace  is 
required  and  commanded,  to  recommend 
and  command  all  the  parfons,  vicars,  ^r. 
to  advance  fo  great  an  aft  of  charity^ 

We  fliall  not  prefume  to  determine  how 
far  your  Grace  may  be  commanded  by  the 
faid  brief;  but  we  humbly  conceive  that 
the  clergy  of  your  diocefs  cannot,  by 
any  law  now  in  being,  be  commanded  by 
your  Grace  to  advance  the  faid  aft  of  cha- 
rity, any  other  ways  than  by  reading  the 
faid  brief  in  our  feveral  churches,  as  pre- 
fcribed  by  the  rubric. 

Secondly,  Whereas  it  is  faid  in  the 
faid  brief,  that  the  parfon,  vicars,  ^c. 
upon  the  firft  Lord's-day,  or  opportimity 
after  the  receipt  of  the '  copy  of  the 
faid  brief,  Ihall,  deliberately  and  affec- 
tionately, publilh  and  declare  the  tenor 
thereof  to  his  Majefty's  fubjefts,  and  ear- 
neftly  perfuade,  exhort,  and  ftir  them  up 
to  contribute  freely  and  chearfuUy  towaxxis 
the  relief  of  the  faid  fufFerer  j 

We  do  not  comprehend  what  is  meant 

by  the  word  opportunity.  We  never  do  preach 

upon  any  day  except  the  Lord's-day,  or 
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feme  folemn  days  legally  appointed ;  nei^ 
ther  is  it  poffible  for  the  ftrongeft  confti- 
tution  among  us  to  obey  this  command 
(which  includes  no  lefs  than  a  whole  fer- 
jnon)  upon  any  other  opportunity  than 
when  our  people  are  met  together  in  the 
church  J  and  to  perform  this  work  in  every 
lioufe  where  the  pariflies  are  very  populous, 
confifting  fometimes  here  in  town  of  900 
or  1000  houfes,  would  take  up  the  fpace 
of  a  year,  although  we  Ihould  preach  in 
two  families  every  day;  and  almoft  as 
much  time  in  tlie  country,  where  tlie  pa- 
riflies are  of  large  extent,  the  roads  bad, 
and  the  people  too  poor  to  receive  us,  and 
give  charity  at  once. 

But,  if  it  be  meant  that  thefe  exhorta- 
tions are  commanded  to  be  made  in  the 
church,  upon  the  Lord's-day,  we  are  hum- 
bly of  opinion,  that  it  is  left  to  tlie  difcre- 
tion  of  the  clergy,  to  chufe  what  fubjedls 
.  they  think  moft  proper  to  preach  on,  and 
at  what  times ;  and,  if  diey  preach  either 
falfe  doiflrine  or  feditious  principles,  they 
are  liable  to  be  puniflied. 

It  may  poflibly  happen  that  the  fuffercr 
recommended  may  be  a  perfon  not  dcferv- 
ing  the  favour  intended  by  the  brief ;  in 
which  cafe  no  minifter,  who  knows  the 

^fufferer 


fafferer  to  be  an  undeferving'perfbn,  caJrf 
'with  a  fafe  confcience  delibefatiely  att^ltfJ 
"feftionately  publifh  the  brief/ miieh^leFJ^ 
kameftly  perfuade,  exhort,  andftir  ii^^thif 
people  to  contribute  freely  and  chearfi^^ 
towairds  the  reflief  of  fncha^ufFeret  *;  '  !^ 
Thirdly,  Wliereas  in  the  faid  brief  fK^ 
lAitlifters  and  curates  are  required,  dn'flie 
vrerck-days  next  after  the  I:ord's-day  \vhttt 
the  brief  was  read,  to  go  from  houfe  tb 
houfe,  with  their  church-wardens,  to '31;^ 
and  receive  from  all  perfons«fhe  faid'x^htfi 
rity:  We  cannot  l)ut  obferve  here,*- that 
the  faid  minifters  are  direftly  made  col^ 
ledors  of  the  faid  charity  in  conjundtioirt 
with  tlie  church-wardens ;  which  how- 
ever, we  prefume,  was  not  intended,  a$ 
being  againft  all  law  and  precedent :  And 
Jthercfore,  we  apprehend,  there  may  be 
fome  inconliftency,  which  leaves  us  at  a 
lofs  how  to  proceed.  For,  in  the  next 
paragraph,  the  minifters  and  curates  are 
only  required,  where  they  conveniently 
can,  to  accompany  the  church-wardens,  or 
procure  fome  other  of  the  chief  inhabitants, 

♦  This  McCarthy *i  houfe  was  burnt  in  the  month  of 
AfJguft  1723,  and  the  univerfal  opinion  of  mankind  was,  that 
JjVI'Caithy  hixnfelf  was  the  perfon  who  bad  fet  fire  to  the  houfe. 

to 
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to  do  the  fame.  And,  in  a  following  pti* 
xagraph}  the  whole  work&ems  left  entire* 
ly  tp  the  chiirch^wardens,  who  are  reqiur> 
cd  tQ  u£e  dieir  utmoft  diligence  to  gadiei 
and  coUedt  the  (aid  charity,  and  to  pay  the 
fame,  in  ten  days  after,  to  the  paifon,  vi« 
car»  &c. 

In  anfwer  to  this,  we  do  reprefent  to 
your  Grace  our  humble  opinion,  that  nei- 
ther we  nor  bur  church-wardens  can  be 
legally  commanded  or  required  to  go  6oin 
houfe  to  houfe  to  receive  the  faid  charity; 
becaufe  your  Grace  hath  inform^  us  in 
your  order,  at  your  vifltation  An.  Dom.  1712, 
that  neither  we  vuov  our  church-wardeni 
are  bound  to  make  any  coUediions  for  the 
poor,  fave  in  the  ^urch ;  which  alfo  ap> 
pears  plainly  by  the  rubric,  that  appoints 
both  time  and  place,  as  your  Grace  hadi 
obferved  in  your  faid  order. 

We  dd  likewife  aflure  your  Grace,  diat 
it  is  not  in  our  power  to  procure  fome  of 
the  chief  inhabitants  of  our  paiiihes  to  ac- 
company the  church-wardens  from  houft 
to  houfe  in  thefe  colle<ftions :  And  we  have 
reafon  to  believe,  that  fuch  a  propofal, 
made  to  our  chief  inhabitants  (particu- 
larly in  this  city,  where  our  chief  inha- 
bitants  are    often    peers    of   tlie    land) 

would 
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vovXd.  be  received  in  a  sxanaer  very  Utde 
o  oxir  ovm  fatisfadtion,  or  to  the  advaaHi 
age  of  the  iaid  coUe^ons. 

Fourthly,  The  brief  doth  will,  require, 
lad  coijunaiid  the  biihops,  and  all  other 
ligmtarie»  of  the  church,  that  they  mak^ 
heir  contributions  diftindly,  to  be  return* 
^  in  the  feveral  provinces  to  the  feven^ 
irchbiihc^  of  the  fame. 

Upon  which  we  take  leave  to  obfervci 
that  the  terms  of  expreifion  here  are  of 
the  ftrongeft  kind,  and  in  a  point  that  may 
CubjeA  the  faid  dignitaries  (for  we  ihaU 
fay  nothing  of  the  biihops)  to  great  incont 
leniencies. 

The  faid  dignitaries  are  here  willed,  xtr- 
quired,  and  commanded  to  make  their 
contributions  diftindtly ;  by  which  itihould 
feem  Uiat  they  are  abfolutely  command- 
ed to  make  contributions  (for  the  word 
di/Hn^fy  is  but  a  circumilance),  and  maybe 
underftood  not  very  agreeable  to  a  volim- 
tary,  chearful.  contribution.  And  there^ 
fore,  if  any  bifhop  or  dignitary  ihould  re- 
fufe  to  make  his  contribution,  (perhaps 
for  very  good  reafons)  he  may  be  though 
to  incur  the  dime  of  difobedience  to  his 
Majofty,  which  all  good  fubjedts  abhov, 

when 
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when  fuch  a  command  is  according  to' 
law. ' 

Moft  dignities  of  this  kingdom  confifl 
dnly  of  parochial  tythes,  and  the  dignita- 
ries are  minillers  of  pariflies.  A  doubt 
may  therefore  arife,  whether  the  faid  dig- 
nitaries are  willed,  required,  and  com- 
manded, to  make  their  contribntions  in 
both  capacities,  diftincftly  as  dignitaries, 
and  jointly  as  parfons  or  vicars. 

*Many  dignities  in  this  kingdom  are  the 
pooreft  kind  of  benefices ;  and  it  fhould 
feem  hard  to  put  poor  dignitaries  mider 
the  neceffity  either  of  making  greater  con- 
tributions than  tliey  can  afford^  or  of  «• 
^fing  thcmfelves  to  the  cenfure  of  want- 
ing charity,  by  making  their  contributions 
public. 

Our  Saviour  commands  us,  in  works  of 
charity,  to  let  not  our  left  hand  knoiv  ivhat  our 
right  hand  doeth ;  which  cannot  well  conflft 
with  our  being  willed,  required,  and  conv- 
manded  by  any  earthly  power,  T^here  no 
law  is  prefcribed,  to  publiih  our  charity 
to  the  world,  if  we  have  a  mind  to  con- 
ceal it. 

Fifthly,  Whereas  it  is  faid  in  the  faid 
brief,  that  the  parfon,  vicar,  6*^.  of  everjr 
parifli,  fliall,  in  fix  days  after  the  receipt 

of 
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jpf  the  faid  charity,  return  it  to  his  refpec- 
tive  chancellor,  <^c.  This  may  be  a  great 
grievance,  hazard,  and  expence  to  the  faid 
parfon,  in  remote  and  defolate  parts  of 
the  coimtry,  where  often  an  honeft  meflen- 
ger  (if  fuch  a  one  can  be  got)  muft  be 
^ured  to  Jtr9,vel  forty  or  fifty  miles  going 
^LDJ^  coming;  which  will  probably  coll 
^ore  than  the  value  of  the  contribution  he 
carries  with  him.  And  this  charge,  if 
briefs  fhould  happen  to  be  frequent,  would 
.Jbfe  enough  to  undo  many  a  poor  clergy- 
pg^ian  in  the  kingdom. 

Sixthly,  We  obferve  in  the  faid  brief, 
.that  the  provoft  and  fellows  of  the  univer- 
sity, judges,  officers  of  the  courts,  and 
iprofeflbrs  of  laws  common  and  civil,  are 
neither  willed,  required,  nor  commanded 
.to  make  their  contributions  ;  but  that  fo 
good  a  work  is  only  recommended  to 
them.  Whereas  we  conceive,  that  all  his 
Majefty's  fubjefts  are  equally  obliged,  with 
or  without  his  Majefty's  commands,  to  pro- 
mote works  of  charity  according  to  their 
power  ;  and  that  the  clergy,  in  their  eccle- 
fiaftical  capacit}%  are  only  liable  to  fuch 
commands  as  the  rubric,  or  any  other  law 
ihall  enjoin,  being  bom  to  the  fame  privi- 
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leges  of  freedom  with  the  reft  of  his  Ma- 
jelly's  fubjec^s. 

We  cannot  but  obferve  to  your  Grace, 
that,  in  the  EngHlh  adt  of  the  fourth  year 
of  Queen  Anne,  for  the  better  collecfling 
charity-money  on  briefs  by  letters  patent, 
6'r.  the  minifters  are  obliged  only  to  read 
the  briefs  in  their  churches >  without  any 
particular  exhortations ;  neither  are  they 
commanded,  to  go  from  houfe  to  houfe 
with  the  church-wardens,  nor  to  fend  the 
motley  colledled  to  their  refpeftive  chan- 
cellors, but  pay  it  to  tlie  undertaker  or 
agent  of  the  fuiFerer.  So  that,  we  humbly 
hope,  the  clergy  of  this  kingdonot  Ihall 
not,  without  any  law  in  being,  be  put  to 
greater  hardfhips  in  this  cafe  than  their 
brethren  in  England,  where  the  legiflature, 
intending  to  prevent  the  abufes  in  coUeft- 
ing  charity-money  on  briefs,  did  not  think 
fit  to  put  the  clergy  under  any  of  thofe 
difficulties  we  now  complain  of,  in  the  pre- 
fent  brief  by  letters  patent,  for  the  relief 
of  Charles  McCarthy  aforefaid. 

The  colledions  upon  the  Lord's-day  are 
the  principal  fupport  of  our  own  nume- 
rous poor  in  our  feveral  parifhes ;  and 
therefore  every  fingle  brief,  with  the  bene- 
fit of.  a  full  colledioa  over  the  whole  king- 

dom. 
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dom,  muft  deprive  feveral  thoufands  of 
poor  of  their  weekly  maintenance,  for  the 
fake  only  of  one  perfon,  who  often  be- 
comes a  fufferer  by  his  own  folly  or  negli- 
gence, and  is  fure  to  overvalue  his  lolles 
double  or  treble :  So  that,  if  this  precedent 
be  followed,  as  it  certainly  will  if  the  pre- 
fent  brief  Ihould  fucceed,  we  may  proba- 
bly have  a  new  brief  every  week ;  and  thus, 
for  the  advantage  of  fifty-two  perfons, 
whereof  not  one  in  ten  is  deferving,  and 
for  the  intereft  of  a  dozen  dextrous  clerks 
and  fecretaries,  the  whole  poor  in  the 
kingdom  will  be  likely  to  flarve. 

We  are  credibly  informed,  that  neither 
the  officers  of  the  Lord  Primate,  in  pre- 
paring the  report  of  his  Grace's  opinion, 
nor  thofe  of  the  great-feal,  in  paffing  the 
patent  for  briefs,  will  remit  any  of  their 
fees,  both  which  do  amount  to  a  confider- 
able  fum ;  And  thus  the  good  intentions 
of  well-difpofed  people  are  in  a  great 
meafure  difappointed,  a  large  part  of  their 
charity  being  anticipated,  and  alienated  by 
fees  and  gratuities. 

Laftly,  We  cannot  but  reprefent  to  your 
Grace  oxir  great  concern  and  grief,  to  fee 
the  pains  and  labour  of  our  church- 
wardens fo  much  encreafed,  by  the  injunc- 
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tions  and  commands  put  upon  them  in  diis 
brief,  to  the  great  difadvantage  of  the 
clergy  and  the  people,  as  well  as  to  their 
own  trouble,  damage,  and  lofs  of  time, 
to  which  great  additions  have  been  already 
made,  by  Ifiws  appointing  them  to  colledl 
the  taxes  for  the  watoh  and  the  poor-^hcufe 
which  they  bear  with  great  un willingnefs ; 
and,  if  they  fliall  find  themfelves  further 
laden  with  fuch  briefs  as  this  of  M*€arthy, 
it  will  prove  fo  great  a  difcouragement, 
that  we  fliall  never  be  able  to  provide  ho- 
Tieft  and  fufficient  peifons  for  that  weigh^ 
office  of  church-warden,  fo  nec^fllary  to 
the  laity  as  well  as  the  clergy,  in  all 
things  that  relate  to  the  order  and -regula- 
tion of  pariflies. 

Upon  all  thefe  confiderations,  we  ^hum- 
bly  hope  that  your  Grace,  of  whofe  fa- 
therly care,  vigilance,  and  tendernefe,  ^e 
have  had  fo  many  and  g^reat  inftanees,  will 
reprefent  our  cafe  to  his  Moft  l^cellent 
Majefty,  or  to  the  Chief  Governor  in -this 
•kingdom,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  we  may 
be  neither  under  the  neccffity  of  deelin- 
ing  his  Majefty's  commands  in  bis  letters 
patent,  or  of  taking  new  and  grievous 
biu-thens  upon  ourfelves  and  our  churdi- 
wardcns,  to  which  neither  the  rubric  nor 
any  odjer  law  ii>  force  oblige  us  to  fubmit. 


[    4^5    ] 

A    N 

ANSWER 

T    O 

BICKERSTAFF. 

Some  RefleSlions  upon  Mr^  Bickerftaff*s  PrediSliottf 
for  the  Tear  M  dcc  viii  *. 

By  a  Person   of  Quality* 

I  Have  not  obferved,  for  fomq  years  paft,. 
any  infignificant  paper  to  have  made 
more  noife,  or  be  more  greedily  boughti 
than  that  of  thefe  predidbions.  They  are 
the  wonder  of  the  common  people,  an 
amufement  for  the  better  fort,  and  a  jeft 
only  to  the  wife ;  yet,  among  thefe  laft, 
I  have  heard  fome  very  much  in  doubt, 
•whether  the  author  meant  to  deceive 
others,  or  is  deceived  himfelf.  Whoever 
he  was,  he  feems  to  have  with  great  art 
-adjufted  his  paper  both  to  pleafe  the  rabble 
and  to  entertain  perfons  of  condition.  The 
writer  is,  without  queftion,  a  gentleman 
of  wit  and  learning,  aldiough  the  piece 
feems  haftily  written  in  a  fudden  frolic, 

♦  See  Vol.  III.  p.  256. 
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with  the  fcomful  thought  of  the  pleafurc 
he  will  have,  in  putting  this  great  town 
into  a  wonderment  about  nothing:  Nor 
do  I  doubt  but  he  and  his  friends  in  the 
fecret,  laugh  often  and  plentifully  in  a 
corner,  to  refleft  how  many  hundred  thou- 
fand  fools  they  have  already  made.  And 
he  has  them  fall  for  fome  time :  For  fo  they 
are  like  to  continue  until  his  prophecies 
begin  to  fail  in  the  events.  Nay,  it  is  a 
great  queftion  whether  the  mifcarriage  of 
the  two  or  three  firfl:  will  fo  entirely  un- 
deceive people,  as  to  hinder  them  from 
expc(5ling  the  accomplifliing  of  the  reft. 
I  doubt  not  but  fome  thoufands  of  thefe 
papers  are  carefully  preferved  by  as  many 
pcrfons,  to  confront  with  the  events,  and 
try  whether  the  aftrologer  exadlly  keeps 
the  day  and  the  hour.  And  thefe  I  take 
to  be  Mr.  Bickerftaff 's  choiceft  cullies,  for 
whofc  fake  chiefly  He  writ  his  amufement. 
Meanwhile  he  has  feven  weeks  good,  dur- 
ing which  time  the  world  is  to  be  kept  in 
fufpenfe  ;  for  it  is  fo  long  before  tlie  al- 
manack-maker is  to  die,  which  is  the  firft 
predidtion:  And,  if  that  fellow  happens 
to  be  a  fplenetic  vifionary  fop,  or  has  any 
faith  in  his  own  art,  the  ,prophefy  may 
pun^ually  come  to  pafs  by  very  natural 

means. 
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means*  As  a  gentleman  of  my  acquaint* 
ance,  who  was  ill-ufed  by  a  mercer  in 
town,  writ  him  a  letter  in  an  unknown 
hand,  to  give  him  notice  that  care  had 
been  taken  to  convey  a  flow  poifon  into 
his  drink,  which  would  infallibly  kill  him 
in  a  month ;  after  which  the  man  began 
in  eameft  to  languifh  and  decay,  by  the 
mere  fl:rength  of  imagination,  and  would 
certainly  have  died,  if  care  had  not  been 
taken  to  undeceive  him  before  the  jcft 
went  too  far.  The  like  efFedl  upon  Par- 
tridge  would  wonderfully  raife  Mr.  Bic- 
kerftafF's  reputation  for  a  fortnight  longer, 
imtil  we  could  hear  from  France  whether 
the  Cardinal  de  Noailles  were  dead  or  alive 
upon  tlie  fourth  of  April,  which  is  die 
fecond  of  his  predidlions. 

For  a  piece  fo  carelefsly  written,  the  ob- 
fervations  upon  allrology  are  rcafonable 
and  pertinent,  the  remarks  juft ;  and,  as 
the  paper  is  partly  defigned,  in  my  opinion, 
for  a  fatire  upon  the  credulity  of  the  vul- 
gar, and  tliat  idle  itch  of  peeping  into  fu- 
turities, fo  it  is  no  more  than  what  wc  all 
of  us  deferve.  And,  fince  we  muil  be 
teazed  with  perpetual  hawkers  oi  Jlrangc 
and  ivondcrful  things,  I  am  glad  to  fee  a 
man  of  fenfe  find  leifufe  and   humour 
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to  take  up  the  trade  for  his  owti  and  ouj 
diverfion.  To  fpcak  in  the  tofwn-phrafej 
it  is  a  bite ;  he  has  fully  had  his  jeft,  and 
may  be  fatisfied. 

I  very  much  apiprove  the  ferious  air  he 
gives  himfeif  in  his  introdudtion  and  con- 
clufion,  which  has  gone  far  to  give  fomc 
people  of  no  mean  rank  an  opinion  that 
the  author  believes  himfeif.  He  tells  us, 
**  He  places  the  whole  credit  of  his  art 
**  on  die  truth  of  thefe  prediftions,  and 
"  will  be  content  to  be  hooted  by  Partridge 
^  and  the  reft  for  a  cheat,  if  he  fails  in 
"  any  one  particular ;"  with  feveral  other 
flrains  of  the  fame  kind,  wherein  I  per- 
fedly  believe  him ;  and  that  he  is  very  in- 
.different  whether  Ifaac  Bickerftaff  be  a  mari 
cf  infamy  or  not.  But  it  feems,  although 
he  has  joined  an  odd  fimame  to  |io  very 
common  Chriflian  one,  that  in  this  large 
town  there  is  a  man  found  to  own  both 
the  names,  although,  I  believe,  not  the 
paper. 

I  believe  it  is  no  finall  mortification  to 
this  gentleman  aftrologer,  as  well  as  his 
bookfeller,  to  find  their  piece^  which  they 
fent  out  in  a  tolerable  print  and  paper,  im- 
mediately feized  on  by  th^ree  or  four  inter- 
loping printers  of  Grtibftrcet,  the  title  Huff- 
ed 
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«a  -#ith  ^n  abilfaa  etf  the  #IiOle  ittatt^r^ 
toi^ther  wi^   iht  ^nddrd  epithets  of 
Jrangt  SOd  Wdfldri^li    thfe  ptitc  brought 
€6Vn  a  full  half ^  "^hich  i*i8  but  a  pentif 
in  its  prinlft,  arid  batrl«fd  about  by  hat^rkeri 
ef  iht  itiffctier  clift,  with  the  concluding 
fcadentfc  dt  A  hdlfpHa^  dpiice.    Bntjic  eecidii 
Phaeton :  Arid,-  !6  ct^ibtt  hiih  a  little,  thi4 
pTodu^ioh  of  niine  will  have  the  famg 
fate :  To-morrow  will  my  ears  be  grated 
by  the  little  Boys  ind  tvetiches  in  firatu-hats^ 
and  I  mtift  an  hundred  times  undergo  th^ 
liiortific^tioh  to  have  my  own  work  of- 
fered me  to  fale  it  irt  imder-value.    Then, 
which  is  a  grfeat  deal  wbrfe,  my  acquaint- 
ance in  the  coffee-hbUfe  will  afk  me  whe- 
ther i  have  feen  the  Ahfwer  to  'Squire  Bic- 
kekHlaff 's  predidiohs,  and  whether  I  knoiiir 
the  puppy  thlt  writ  it :  Atid  how  to  keep 
a  man's  countenance  in  ftieh  a  jun<5lure 
is  no  eafy  point  of  cbndu<5V.    When,  in 
this  cafe,   you  fee  a  man  fliy  either  in 
praifing  or  condemning,    ready  to  tUrft 
off  the  difcourfe  to  another  fubje<5t,  (land- 
ing as  little  in  the  light  as  he  can-;^to 
hide  his  bluihing,  pretending  to  fneezeor 
take  fnuflf,  or  go  off  iis  if  fudden  bufinefs 
called  him ;   then  ply  him  clofc,  obferve 
his  looks  narrowly,  fee  whether  his  fpeech 

be 
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be  conftrained  or  aflfeAed,  then  charge 
him  fuddenly,  or  whifper  and  fmile,  and 
you  will  foon  difcover  whether  he  be 
guilty.  Although  this  feem  not  to  the 
purpofe  I  am  difcourfing  on,  yet  1  think  it 
to  be  fo  ;  for  I  am  much  deceived  if  I  do 
not  know  the  true  author  of  BickerftaflTs 
Predidtions,  and  did  not  meet  with  him 
fome  days  ago  in  a  coffee-houfe  at  CoTcnt- 
Garden. 

As  to  the  matter  of  the  Prediftions  them- 
felves,  I  fliall  not  enter  upon  the  examina- 
tion of  them ;  but  think  it  very  incum- 
bent upon  the  learned  Mr.  Partridge  to  take 
them  into  his  confideration,  and  lay  as 
many  errors  in  aftrology  as  poffible  to  Mr. 
BickerftafF's  account.  He  may  jufUy,  I 
think,  challenge  the  'Squire  to  publilh  the 
calculation  he  has  made  of  Partridge's  na- 
tivity, by  the  credit  of  which  he  fo  deter- 
minately  pronounces  the  time  and  the 
manner  of  his  4eath  j  and  Mr.  Bickerflaff 
can  do  no  lefs,  in  honour,  than  give  Mr. 
Partridge  the  fame  advantage  of  calculat- 
ing'^ Aij,  by  fending  him  an  account  of  the 
time  and  place  of  his  birth,  with  other 
particulars  neceflary  for  fuch  a  work-  By 
which,  no  doubt,  the  leirned  world  will 
be  engaged  in  the  difpute,  and  take  part 

on 
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on  each  fide  according  as  they  are  in- 
clined. 

I  fhould  likewife  advife  Mr.  Partridge  to 
enquire,  why  Mr.  Bickerftaflf  does  not  fo 
much  as  offer  at  one  prediction  to  be  ful- 
filled until  two  months  after  the  time  of 
publifhing  his  paper  ?  This  looks  a  little 
fufpicious,  as  if  he  were  defirous  to  keep 
the  world  in  play  as  long  as  he  decently 
could,  elfe  it  were  hard  he  could  not  afford 
us  one  predidlion  between  this  and  the 
29th  of  March  ;  which  is  not  fo  fair  deal* 
ing  as  we  have,  even  from  Mr*  Partridge 
and  his  brethren,  who  give  us  their  pre- 
didtions  (fuch  as  they  are  indeed)  for  every 
month  in  the  year. 

There  is  one  paflage  in  Mr.  Bickerftaff 's 
paper  that  feems  to  be  as  high  a  ftrain  of 
affurance  as  I  have  any  where  met  witlu 
It  is  that  predidbion  for  the  month  of  Jime 
which  relates  to  the  French  Prophets  here 
in  town ;  where  he  tells  us,  "  They  will 
"  utterly  difperfe,  by  feeing  the  time  come 
**  wherein  their  prophecies  fhould  be  ful- 
^*  filled,  and  then  finding  themfelves  de- 
^'  ceived  by  contrary  events.'*  Upon  which 
he  adds,  with  great  reafon,  "  his  wonder 
"  how  any  deceiver  can  be  fo  weak,  to 
^*  foretel  tilings  near  at  liand,  when  a  very 
.  .  .       ,  '     ''  few 
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^  few  momhs  muft  difcover  the  impofture 
"  to  all  the  world"  This  is  fpoken  with 
z  grtkt  deal  of  afferfled  unconcemednefs, 
sd  if  he  wt>iild  have  us  think  himf  elf  to 
he  not  under  the  leaft  apprehenlion,  that 
the  faibe  in  two  mctiths  will  be  his  own 
cife-  With  refpcft  to  the  gentlemao,  I 
do  not  remember  to  have  heard  of  fo  re- 
fined and  pleafant  a  piece  of  impudences 
which  I  hope  the  author  will  not  refent  as 
an  uncivil  word,  becaufe  I  am  fure  I  enter 
into  his  tafte,  and  take  it  as  he  meant  it. 
However,  he  half  deferves  a  reprimand  for 
writing  with  fo  much  fcom  and  contempt 
for  the  underftandings  of  the  majority. 

For  the  month  of  July,  he  tells  us  of  **  a 
•*  general,  who,  by  a  glorious  adbion,  will 
•'  recover  the  reputation  he  loft  by  former 
**  misfortunes/'  This  is  commonly  under- 
ftood  to  be  Lord  Galloway ;  who,  if  he  be 
already  dead,  as  fome  news-papers  have 
it,  Mr.  BickerftajfF  has  made  a  trip.  But 
this  I  do  not  much  infift  on ;  for  it  is  hard 
if  another  general  cannot  be  found  under 
the  fame  ctrcumftancesy  to  whom  this  predic- 
tion may  be  as  well  applied. 

The  French  King's  death  is  very  puncfhi- 

ally  related ;   but  it  was  unfortunate  to 

make  him  die  at  MarU^  where  he  never 

z  goes 
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^oes  at  that  feafob  of  ihe  ^icac,  ^  ifibittnl^ 
«d  QiylJeif  cUuing  jduiee  ytoaiis  lipaJ&A  «i 
.that  kingdom :  ^nd,  difcoKur&ig  ib|»te 
fnonths  ago  wkh  Monfieur  Ijaiivxi,  jubi9j^ 
•due  Fcexkch  couiit,  I  jfiod  tiiat  iusii;  ncr^ 
g<Ks  <o  Macli  for  any  dqie,  jbut  ;3^b<wt 
the  feafon  of  hunting  theoe,  'if^chifijQ^ 
till  Auguft.  So  that  here  was  an  unlucky 
flip  of  Mr.  Bickerftaff,  for  want  of  foreign 
education. 

He  concludes  with  refuming  his  pro- 
mife,  of  publifhing  entire  predictions  for 
the  next  year ;  of  which  the  other  aftrolo- 
gers  need  not  be  in  very  much  pain.  I 
fuppofe  we  fhall  have  them  much  about 
the  fame  time  with  The  General  Hiftory  of 
Ears.  I  believe  we  have, done  with  him 
for  ever  in  this  kind  ;  and,  though  I  am 
no  aftrologer,  may  venture  to  prophefy 
that  Ifaac  BickerftaflF,  Efq;  is  now  dead,  and 
died  jufl  at  the  time  his  Predidlions  were 
ready  for  the  prefs:  That  he  dropt  out  of 
the  clouds  about  nine  days  ago,  and,  in 
about  four  hours  after,  mounted  up  thither 
again  like  a  vapour ;  and  will,  one  day  or 
other,  perhaps  defcend  a  fecond  time,  when 
he  has  fome  new,  agreeable,  or  amuiing 
■whimfy  to  pafs  upon  the  town  j  wherein» 
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it  is  very  probable,  he  will  fucceed  as  often 
as  he  is  difpofed  to  try  the  experiment,  that 
is,  as  long  as  he  can  preferve  a  thorough 
contempt  for  his  own  time  and  other  peo- 
ple's underflandings,  and  is  refolved  not 
to  laugh  cheaper  than  at  the  expence  of  a 
million  of  people. 
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ON 

<3  O  O  D     M   A  K  N  E  R  S». 

GOo  D  Ma  n  n e  rs  is  the  art  of  making 
eveiy  reafonable  perfon  iti  the  com- 
pany eafy,  and  to  be  eafy  ourfelves. 

What  palTeth  for  good-manners  in  the 
•world,  generally  produceth  quite  contrary 
eflfedts.  ' 

Many  perfons  of  both  fexes,  whom  I 
have  known,  and  who  pafled  for  well-bred 
in  their  own  and  the  world's  opinion,  are 
the  moft  tfoublefome  in  company  to  others 
and  themfelves. 

Nothing  is  fo  great  an  inftance.  of  ill- 
maimers  as  flattery.  If  you  flatter  all  the 
company,  you  pleafe  none  ;  if  you  flatter 
only  one  or  two,  you  aflh-ont  tl\e  reft. 

Flattery  is  the  worft,  and  falfeft  way  of 
fliewing  our  efteem. 

Where  company  meets,  I  am  confident 
the  few  reafonable  perfons  are  every  mi- 
nute tempted  to  curfe  the  man  or  woman 

•  Sec  Vol.  XIV,  p.  213. 
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among  them,  who  endeavours  to  be  moil 
diitinguifhod  for  thiejtr  goo<i-manners. 

A  man  of  fenfe  would  rather  faft  till 
night,  than  dine  at/oxpe  tables,  where  the 
lady  of  the  houfe  is  pofTefled  with  good- 
no^ners }  i^ea^ei^^  p;;eiling  to  eat,  teaz- 
ing  with  civility }  lefs  pra<^ed  in  England 
thaii  here. 

jQomts  ^e  -tihe  "^0;^^  of  [^  ^qhods  to 
teach  gQQd-«w?i;v€r5. 

A  courtly  hojw,  .pr  ^it,  ,or  drefs,  are  no 
^artof  gpod-jjDwme^c;.  ^ndfth^refpre  every 
man  of  good  underftanding  is  capable  of 
rbeing  well-bi:ed  ,upqn  Any  qcc^o^. 

To  ipeak  in  cfyqa  .^  npiaBaer  ^  may  pofli- 
bly  oflfend  axvy  .reafpHfi^e  jperf^n  in  com- 
pany, is  tihe.tugliieft  u;^fl3^M;e.9f  ^l-soaiwerf 

Good-manners  chiefly  cp^fift  in  adtion, 
not  in  wQr4s.  Modefl^  and  humility  .the 
chief  ingredients. 

I  have  Jcnown  ^c  ,court  of  England  un- 
der four  reig^s.tjxe  two  laft.but  for  a  flwrt 
itime ;  and,  whatev^  good-manners  or  po- 
litencfs  I  obferved  in  any  pf  tliena,  was  not 
of  the  court-growth,  but  imported.  For  a 
courtier  by  trade,  ^s  gehtlemen-uihers, 
bedchamber-women,  maids  of  honour,    * 

************** 
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Of  good  manners  as  to  converfation. 

Men  of  wit  and  good  underftanding,  as 
well  as  breeding,  are  fometimes  deceived, 
and  give  offence  by  conceiving  a  better 
opinion  of  thofe  with  whom  they  convcrfe 
than  they  ought  to  do.  Thus  I  have  often 
known  the  moft  innocent  raillery,  and 
even  of  that  kind  which  was  meant  for 
praife,  to  be  miftaken  for  abufe  and  re- 
fle(5lion. 

Of  gibing,  and  how  gibers  ought  to 
fuffer. 

Of  arguers,  perpetual  Contradid:ors,  long 
jtalkers,  who  are  abfent  in-4:ompany,  inter* 
fupters,  not  lifteners,  loud  laughers. 

Of  thofe  men  and  woijien  whofe  face 
is  ever  in  a  fmile,  talk  ever  witlji  a^  fmile, 
condole  with  a  fmile,  ^irc 

Argument,  as  ufually  managed,  is  the 
worft  fort  of  converfation ;  a&  it  is  gene- 
rally in  books  the  worft  fort  of  reading. 

Good  converfation  is  not  to  be  expe(5led 
in  much  company,  becaufe  few  liften, 
and  there  is  continual  intertuption.  But 
good  or  ill  manners  are  difcovered  let  the 
company  be  ever  fo  large. 

Perpetual  aiming  at  wit,  a  very  bad  part 
of  converfation.  It  is  done  to  fupport  a 
charadler :  It  generally  fails :  It  is  a  fort  of 

VoL.XV;  Eft  infult 
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infiilt  on  the  company,  and  a  conftraint 
upon  the  fpeaker. 

For  a  man  to  talk  in  his  own  trade,  or 
bufinefs,  or  faculty,  is  a  great  breach  of 
good  manners.  Divines,  phyficians,  law^ 
yers,  foldiers,  particularly  poets,  are  fre- 
quently guilty  of  this  weaknefs.  A  poet 
conceives  that  the  whole  kingdom    *    * 
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R  ESQ LUTI O  NS 

WHEN 

I     COME     TOBE     OLD^ 

Written  in  the  Year  m dcxcix. 

NOT  to  marry  a  young  woman. 
Not  to  keep  young  company,  unlefs 
they  really  defire  it. 

Not  to  be  peevilh,  or  morofe,  or  fufpi- 
cious. 

Not  to  fcorn  prefent  waySj^  or  wits,  or 
fafhions,  or  men,  or  war,  &c. 

Not  to  be  fond  of  children. 

Not  to  tell  the  fame  ftory  over  and  over 
to  the  fame  people. 

Not  to  be  covetous. 

Not  to  negleft  decency,  or  cleanlinefs, 
for  fear  of  falling  into  naftinefs. 

Not  to  be  over  fevere  with  young  people, 
but  give  allowances  for  their  youthful  fol- 
lies and  weaknefles. 

Not  to  be  influenced  by,  or  give  ear  to 
knavifh  tattling  fervants,  or  others. 

Not  to  be  too  free  of  advice,  nor  trouble 
any  but  thofe  who  defire  it. 

To  defire  fome  good  friends  to  inform 

me  which  of  thefe  refolutions  I  break  or 

Ee  2  neglea, 


420      RESOLUTIONS /or    AGE, 
neglecfl,  and  wherein  j  and  reform  accord- 
ingly. 

Not  to  talk  much,  nor  of  myfelf. 

Not  to  boaft  of  my  former  beauty,  or 
ftrength,  or  favour  with  ladies,  ^c. 

Not  to  hearken  to  flatteries,  nor  conceive 
I  can  be  beloved  by  a  young  woman ;  ct 
cos  qui  hareditatem  captant^  odijfe  ac  "uitare. 

Not  to  be  pofitive  or  opiniative. 

Not  to  fet  up  for  obferving  all  thefe  nile»| 
for  fear  I  Ihould  obferve  non^. 
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Laws 

FOR     THE 

.t)EAN's     SERVANTS. 
December  7th,  Mtoccxxxiii. 

IF  either  of  the  two  men-fervants  be 
drunk,  he  fhall  pay  an  Englifli.  crown 
out  of  his  wages  for  the  faid  offence,  by 
giving  the  Dean  a  receipt  for  fo  much 
wages  received. 

When  the  Dean  is  at  home,  no  fervant 

« 

Ihall  prefume  to  be  abfent,  without  giv- 
ing notice  to  the  Dean,  and  >alking  leave, 
upon  the  forfeiture  of  fixpence  for  every 
half-hour  that  he  is  abfent,  to  be  ftopt  out 
of  his  or  her  board-wages. 

When  tlie  Dean  is  abroad,  no  fervant, 
except  the  woman,  fhall  prefume  to  leave 
the  houfe  for  above  one  half-hour ;  after 
which,  for  every  half-hour's  abfence  he 
fhall  forfeit  fixpence :  And,  if  the  other 
fervant  goes  out  before  the  firft  returns,  he 
fliall  pay  five  fliillings  out  of  his  wages, 
as  above. 

E  e  3  Whatever 
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Whatever  fervant  fliall  be  taken  in  a 
manifeft  lie,  fhall  forfeit  one  fhilliilg  out 
of  his  or  her  board-wages. 

When  the  Dean  goes  about  the  houfe, 
or  out-houfes,  or  garden,  or  to  Naboth's 
Vineyard,  whatever  things  he  finds  out  of 
order,  by  negledt  of  any  fervant  under 
whofe  care  it  was,  that  fervant  fliall  for- 
feit fixpence,  and  fee  to  get  it  mended  as 
foon  as  poifible,  or  fuffer  more  forfeitures 
at  the  Dean's  difcretion. 

If  two  fervants  be  abroad  together  when 
the  Dean  is  from  home,  and  the  fad  be 
concealed  from  the  Dean,  the  concealer 
Ihall  forfeit  two  crowns  out  of  his  or  her 
wages,  as  above. 

If,  in  waiting  at  table,  the  two  fervants 
be  out  of  the  room  together,  without  or- 
ders, the  laft  who  went  out  fliall  forfeit 
threepence  out  of  his  board-wages. 

The  woman  may  go  out  when  the  Dean 
is  abroad  for  one  hour,  but  no  longer,  un- 
der the  fame  penalty  with  the  men :  But 
provided  the  two  men-fervants  keep  the 
houfe  until  flie  returns  ;  otherwife,  either 
of  the  fervants,  who  goes  out  before  her 
return,  fliall  forfeit  a  crown  out  of  his 
wages,  as  above. 

Whatever 
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Whatever  other  laws  the  Dean  fhall  think . 
fit  to  make,  at  any  time  to  come,  for  the 
government  of  his  fervants,  and  forfeitures 
for  negledl  or  difobedience,  all  the  fer- 
vants  ihall  be  bomid  to  fubmit  to. 

Whatever  other  fervant,  except  the  wcJ- 
man,  fliall  prefume  to  be  drunk,  the  other 
two  fervants  Ihall  inform  the  Dean  there- 
of, imder  pain  of  forfeiting  two  crowns 
out  of  his  Or  her  wages,  befides  the  for^ 
feiture  of  a  crown  from  the;faid  fervant 
who  was  drunk. 


Ec  4  A  QUA- 
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LETTER  from  PHILADELPHIA. 

T    O 

JONATHAN   SWIFT  in  DUBLIN. 

Chilad,  March  29,  17 29* 

Friend  Jonathan  Swift, 

HAVING  been  often  agreeably  amufed 
by  thy  Tale,  &c.  &c.  and  being  now 
loading  a  fmall  fhip  for  Dublin,  I  have 
fent  thee  a  gammon,  the  produdl  of  the 
wild&  of  America  ;  which  perhaps  may  not 
be  unacceptable  at  thy  table,  fince  it  is 
only  defigned  to  let  tlree  know  that  thy 
wit  and  parts  are  in  efteem  at  this  diftance 
from  the  place  of  thy  refidence.  Thee 
need  afk  no  queftions  who  this  comes 
from,  fince  I  am  'a  perfect  ftranger  ta 
dice. 
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CHARACTER 

Mrs.     H      *      ♦      *      *      D. 

Written  in  the  Year  mdccxxvii. 

ISh  ALL  fay  nothing  of  her  wit  or  beauty, 
which  are  allowed  by  all  perfons  who 
can  judge  of  either,  when  they  hear  or 
fee  her.  Befides,, beauty  being  traniient, 
and  a  trifle,  cannot  jullly  make  part  of 
a  charafter.  And  I  leave  others  to  cele- 
brate her  wit,  becaufe  it  will  be  of  no  ufe 
in  that  part  of  her  characSter  which  I  intend 
to.  draw.  Neither  fliall  I  relate  any  part  of 
her  hiflory ;  fmther  than,  that  flie  went, 
in  the  prime  of  her  youth,  to  the  Court  of 
Hanover  with  her  hulband,  and  became 
of  die  Bed-chamber  to  the  prefent  Prin- 
cefs  of  Wales,  living  in  exped:ation  of  the 
Queen's  "^  death :  Upon  which  event  ihe 
came,  over  with  her  Miflrcfs,  and  hath 
ever  fince  continued  in  her  fei-vice ;  where, 
from  the  attendance  daily  paid  her  by  the 
minifters,  and  all  expediants,  flie  is  rec- 
koned much  the  greateft  favourite  of  the 

♦  Queen  Anne. 

court 
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court  at  Leicefter-houfe :  A  fituation  which 
flie  hath  long  afFedted   to  delirc   that  it 
might  not  be  believed. 

There  is  no  politician  who  more  care- 
fully watches  the  motions  and  difpofitions 
of  things  and  perfons  at  St.  James's,  nor 
can  fonn  his  language  with  a  more  im- 
perceptible dexterity  to  the  prefent  pofture 
of  a  court,  or  more  early  forefee  what 
ftyle  may  be  proper  upon  any  approach- 
ing junfture  of  affairs,  whereof  £be  can 
gather  early  intelligence  without  afking 
it,  and  often  when  even  thofe  from  whom 
Ihe  hath  it  are  not  fenfible  that  they  are 
giving  it  to  her,  but  equally  with  others 
admire  her  fagacity.  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
and  Ihe  both  think  they  imderftand  each 
other,  and  are  both  equally  miflaken. 

With  perfons  where  Ihe  is  to  manage, 
fhe  is  very  dextrous  in  that  point  of  Ikill 
which  the  French  call  tdur  U  pav^ ;  with 
others  Ihe  is  a  great  vindicator  of  all  pre* 
fent  proceedings,  but  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  if  fhe  were  under  no  concern  further 
than  her  own  convidtion,  and  wondering 
how  any  body  can  think  otherwife.  And 
the  danger  is,  that  ihe  may  come  in  time 
to  believe  herfelf  j  which,  under  a  change 
of  princes  and  a  great  addition  of  credit, 

might 
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might  have  bad  confequences.  She  is  a 
moll  unconfcionable  dealer ;  for,  in  return 
of  a  few  good  words,  which  flie  gives  to  her 
lords  and  gentlemen  daily  waiters  before 
their  faces,  flie  gets  ten  thoufand  from 
them  behind  her  back,  which  are  of  real 
fervice  to  her  charafter.  The  credit  flie 
hath  is  managed  with  the  utmoft  thrift ; 
and,  whenever  flie  employs  it,  which  is 
very  rarely,  it  is  only  upon  fuch  occasions 
where  flie  is  fure  to  get  much  more  than 
Ihe  fpends.  For  inftance,  flie  would  readily . 
prefs  Sir  Robert  Walpole  to  do  fome  favour 
for  C!olonel  Churchill,  or  Doddington  ;  the 
Prince,  for  a  mark  of  grace  to  Mr.  Schutz ; 
and  the  Princefs,  to  be  kind  to  Mrs.  Clay- 
ton. She  fometimes  falls  into  the  general 
miftake  of  all  courtiers,  which  is  that  of  not 
fuiting  her  talents  to  the  abilities  of  others, 
but  thinking  thofe  flie  deals  with  ;to  have 
lefs  art  than  they  really  poflefs ;  fo  that 
flie  may  poflibly  be  deceived  when  flie 
thinks  flie  deceiveth. 

In  all  offices  of  life,  except  thofe  of  a 
courtier,  ftie  adts  with  juftice,  generofity, 
and  truth.  She  is  ready  to  do  good  as  a 
private  perfon,  and  I  would  almofl  think 
in  charity  that  flie  will  not  do  harm  as  a 
I  courtier. 
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courtier,  iinlefs  to  pleafe  thofe  in  chief 
power. 

In  religion  fhe  i^  at  leaft  a  Latinidinariari, 
being  not  an  enemy  to  books  written  by 
the  Free-thinkers ;  and  herein  fhe  is  the 
iftore  blameable,  becaufe  fhe  hath  too 
much  morality  to  ftand  in  need  of  them, 
inquiring  only  a  due  degree  df  faith  for 
putting  her  in  the  road  to  falvation.  I 
fpeak  this  of  her  as  a  private  Lady,  not  as 
a  Court-favourite ;  for,  in  the  latter  capa- 
city, fhe  can  fhew  heithet  fiidi  nor  Works; 

If  fhe  had  never  feen  a  cburt,  it  is  not 
impoffible  that  fhe  might  have  been  a 
friend. 

She  abounds  in  good  words  and  exptef- 
fions  of  good  wifhes,  and  will  concert  a 
hundred  fchemes  for  the  fervice  of  diofcf 
whom  fh^  Would  be  thought  to  favour: 
Schemes  -diat  fometimes  arife  from  them, 
and  fometimes  from  herfelf  $  although, 
at  the  fame  time,  fhe  very  well  knows 
them  to  be  without  the  leafl  probability 
of  fucceeding.  But,  to  do  her  juftice,  fhe 
never  feeds  or  deceives  any  perfon  with 
promifes,  where  fhe  doth  hot  at  the  fame 
time  intend  a  degree  of  fincerity. 

She  is,   upon  the  whole,    an  excellent 

companion   for  men  of  the  bed  accom- 

9  plifhments, 


Character  ^Mr8.H****d*  429 
pliftiments,  who  have  nothing  to  deiGjre 
pr  expedt. 

What  part  fhe  may  a(5t  hereafter  in  a 
Jarger  fphere,  as  Lady  of  the  Bed-chamber 
to  a  great  Qj-^n,  (upon  fuppofing  the 
death  of  his  prefent  Majefty  *,  and  of  the 
Earl  of  Suffolk,  to  whofe  title  her  hufband 
fucceeds)  and  in  high  efteem  with  a  K — g, 
neither  flie  nor  I  can  foreteL  My  own  opi-» 
Tiion  is  natural  and  obvious,  that  her  ta- 
lents as  a  courtier  will  fpread,  enjarge^ 
and  multiply  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  her 
private  virtues,  for  want  of  room  ami 
time  to  operate,  will  be  laid  up  clean 
(like  clothes  in  a  cheft),  to  be  ufed  and 
put  on,  whenever  fatiety,  or  fome  reverie 
of  fortune,  or  encreafe  of  ill  health,  (to 
which  Uft  fhe  is  fubjeft)  fhall  difpofe  her 
to  retire-  In  the  mean-time,  it  will  be 
her  wifdom  to  take  care  that  they  may 
not  be  tamilhed  or  moth-eaten,  for  want 
of  airing  and  turning  at  leaft  once  a  year* 

»  George  the  Firft, 
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DOCTOR    SHERIDAN. 

Written  in  the  Year  m  dcc  xxxviii. 

DOCTOR  Thomas  Sheridan  died  at 
Rathfamam  the  tenth  of  Oftober 
1738,  at  three  of  the  clock  in  the  after- 
noon: His  difeafes  were  a  dropfy  and 
afthma.  He  was  doubtlefs  the  beft  in- 
ftru<5kor  of  youth  in  thefe  kingdoms,  or 
perhaps  in  Europe  j  and  as  greajt  a  mailer 
of  the  Greek  and  Roman  languages.  He 
had  a  very  fruitful  invention,  and  a  talent 
for  poetry.  His  Engliih  verfes  were  full 
of  wit  and  humour,  but  neither  his  profe 
nor  verfe  fufficiently  correft :  However,  he 
would  readily  fubmit  to  any  ^end  who 
had  a  true  tafte  in  profe  or  verfe.  He  hath 
left  behind  hijtn  a  very  great  colle<5lion,  in 
feveral  volumes,  of  ftories,  humorous,  wit- 
ty, wife,  or  fome  way  ufeful,  gathered 
fiom  a  vaft  number  of  Greek,  Roman,  Ita- 
lian, Spaniih,  French,  and  Englifh  writers. 
I  believe  I  may  have  fecn  about  thirty, 

large 


Character  giT  Dr.  Sheridan.     431 

large  enough  to  make  as  many  moderate 
books  in  odtavo.  But,  among  thofe  extrafts, 
there  were  many  not  worth  regard;  for 
five  in  fix,  at  leaft,  were  of  little  ufe  or  en- 
tertainment. He  was  (as  it  is  frequently 
the  cafe  in  men  of  wit  and  learning)  what 
the  French  call  a  Dupe^  and  in  a  very  high 
degree.  The  greateft  dimce  of  a  tradef- 
man  could  impofe  upon  him,  for  he  was 
altogether  ignorant  in  worldly  manage- 
ment. His  chief  fhining  quality  was  that 
of  a  fchool-maller ;  here  he  fhone  in  his 
proper  element.  He  Jiad  fo  much  Ikill  and 
praiflice  in  the  phyfiognomy  of  boys,  that 
he  rarely  miftook  at  the  firft  view.  His 
fcholars  loved  and  feared  him.  He  often 
rather  chofe  to  fliame  the  ftupid,  but  pu- 
niflied  the  idle,  and  expofed  them  to  all 
the  lads,  which  was  more  fevere  than 
lafhing.  Among  the  gentlemen  in  this 
kingdom  who  have  any  fhare  of  education, 
the  fcholars  of  Dr.  Sheridan  infinitely  excel, 
in  number  and  knowledge,  all  their  bre- 
thren fent  from  other  fchools. 

To  look  on  the  Dodtor  in  fome  other 
lights,  he  was  in  many  things  very  indifr 
creet,  to  fay  no  worfe.  He  adled  like 
too  many  clergymen,  who  are  in  hafte 
to  be  married  when  very  young;    and 

from 
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from  hence  proceeded  all  the  miferies  of 
his  life.    The   portion  he  got  proved  to 
be  juft  the  reverie  of  500  /.    for  he  \vas 
poorer  by   a  thoufand :   So  many  incum- 
brances of  a  mother-in-law,  and  poor  re- 
lations,   whom  he  was  forced  to  fupport 
for  many  years.     Inftead  of  breeding  up 
his  daughters  to  houfewifery  and  plain 
cloaths,  he  got  them,  at  a  great  expence, 
to  be  clad  like  ladies  who  had  plentiful  for- 
tunes ;  made  them  only  learn  to  fing  and 
dance,  tp  draw  and  defign,  to  give  them 
rich  filks,    and  other  fopperies ;    and  his 
two  eldeft  were  married  without  his  con- 
fent,  to  young  lads  who  had  nothing  to 
fettle  on  them.    However,  he  had  one  fon, 
whom  the   Dodlor   fent    to  Weftminfter- 
fchool,    although  he   could  ill  afford  it. 
The  boy  was  there  immediately  taken  no- 
tice of,    upon  examination ;    although  a 
mere  llranger,  he  was  by  pure  merit  elect- 
ed a  King's  fcholar.    It  is  true  their  main- 
tainance  foils  fomething  fhort :  Tlie  Doc- 
tor was  then  fo  poor,  that  he  could  not 
add  fourteen  pounds,  to  enable  the  boy  to 
finifh  the  year ;    which,    if  he  had  done, 
he  vy  ould  have  been  removed  to  a  higher 
clafs,  and,  in  another  year,   would  have 
been  fped  off  (that  is  the  phrafe)   to  a 

fellowfhi|i 
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FcUowfliip  in  Oxford  or  Cambridge:  But 
the  Dodtor  was  forced  to  recal  him  to  Dub- 
lin, and  had  friends  in  our  univerfity  to 
fend  him  there,  where  he  hath  been  cho- 
fen  of  the  foundation ;  and,  I  think,  hath 
gotten  an  exhibition,  and  defighs  to  Hand 
for  a  fellowfliip. 

The  Do6tor  had  a  good  church-living,  in 
the  fouth  parts  of  Ireland,  given  him  by- 
Lord  Carteret;  who,  being  very  learned 
himfelf,  encourageth  it  in  others.  A  friend 
of  the  Do6tor's  prevailed  on  his  Excellency 
to  grant  it.  The  living  was  well  worth 
150  /.  per  annum.  He  changed  it  very  foon 
for  that  of  Dunboyn ;  which,  by  the  knave- 
ry of  the  farmers  and  power  of  the  gentle- 
men, fell  fo  very  low,  that  he  could  never 
get  80  /.  He  then  changed  that  living  for 
the  free-fchool  of  Cavan,  where  he  might 
have  lived  well,  in  fo  cheap  a  country,  on 
80/.  falary  per  annufn^  belides  his  fcholars  : 
But  the  air,  he  faid,  was  too  moift  and  un- 
wholefome,  and  he  could  not  bear  the  com- 
pany of  fome  perfons  in  that  neighbour- 
hood. Upon  this  he  fold  the  fchool  for 
about  400  /.  fpent  the  money,  grew  into 
difeafes,  and  died. 

Vol.  XV.  F  f  It 
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It  would  be  very  honourable,  as  well  as 
juft,  in  thofe  many  perfons  of  quality  and 
fortmie,  who  had  the  advantage  of  being 
educated  under  Dodlor  Sheridan,  if  they 
would  pleafe  to  ered:  fome  decent  monu- 
ment over  his  body,  in  the  church  where 
it  is  depofited. 
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Written  in  the  Year  m  dcc  xxix. 

HE  became  acquainted  with  a  perfon 
diftinguifhed  for  poetical  and  other 
writings,  and  in  an  eminent  ftation,  who 
treated  him  with  great  kindnefs  on  all  oc- 
cafions,  and  he  became  familiar  in  this 
perfon^s  houfe  f.  In  three  months  time,  So- 
lomon, without  the  leaft  provocation,  writ 
a  long  poem,  defcribing  that  perfon's  mufe 
to  be  dead,  and  making  a  funeral  folem- 
nity  with  afles,  owls,  &c.  and  gave  the 
copy  among  all  his  acquaintance. 

Solomon  became  acquainted  with  a  moll 
dcferving  lady,  an  intimate  friend  of  the 
above  perfon  if,  who  entertained  him  alio 
as  Ihe  would  a  brother ;  and,  upon  giving 
him  a  little  good  advice,  in  the  mod  decent 
manner,  widi  relation  to  his  wife,  he  told 
her.  She  was  Hke  other- tii^omen,  as  bad  aj 
Ihe  was,  and  that  they  were  all  alike :  Al* 

•  Dr.  Sheridan.         t  Dean  Swift.  t  Stella. 

Ff2  though 


436         The  HISTORY   of 
though  his  wife  be,  in  every  regard  a- 
cept  gallantry,  (which  no  creature  would 
attempt)  the  moll  difagreeablc  beaft  in 
Euiope. 

He  lets  his  wife  (whom  he  pretends  to 
hate  as  fhe  deferves)  govern,  infult,  and 
ruin  him,  as  fhe  pleafes.  Her  charaftet 
is  this :  Her  perfon  is  deteftably  difagree- 
ablc }  a  moll  filthy  flut ;  lazy,  and  flodiful, 
and  luxurious,  ill-natiu-ed,  envious,  fufpi- 
cious  ;  a  fcold,  expenfive  on  herfelf,  cova- 
ous  to  others:  She  takes  thieves  and 
whores,  for  cheapnefs,  to  be  her  fervants, 
and  turns  them  off  every  week :  Pofitive, 
infolent,  an  ignorant,  prating,  overween- 
ing fool  i  a  lover  of  the  dirtieil,  meancft 
company  :  An  abominable  tatler,  affeding 
to  be  jealous  of  her  hufband  with  ladies  of 
the  befl  rank  and  merit,  and  merely  out 
of  affectation  for  perfedl  vanity. 

Solomon  has  no  ill-delign  upon  any  per- 
fon but  himfelf,  and  he  is  the  greateft  de- 
ceiver of  himfelf  on  all  occasions. 

His  thoughts  are  fudden,  and  the  moft 

imreafonable   always  comes   uppermoft; 

and  he  conftantly  refolves  and  adts  upon 

his  firfl  thoughts,   and  then  afka  advice, 

•  but  never  once  before. 

Tlic 
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The  perfon  above-mentioned,  whom  he 
lampooned  in  tliree  months  after  their 
acquaintance,  procured  him  a  good  prefer- 
ment from  the  Lord  Lieutenant :  Upon  go- 
ing down  to  take  pofTeflion,  Solomon 
preached,  at  Cork,  a  fermon  on  King 
George's  birth-day,  on  this  text.  Sufficient 
io  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof.  Solomon,  hav- 
ing been  famous  for  a  high  Tory,  and  fuf- 
pedted  as  a  Jacobite,  it  was  a  moil  difficult 
thing  to  get  any  thing  for  him :  But  that 
perfon,  being  an  old  friend  of  Lord  Car- 
teret, prevailed  againft  all  Solomon's  ene- 
mies, and  got  him  made  likewife  one  of 
his  Excellency's  chaplains-  But,  upon  tliis 
fermon,  he  was  ftruck  out  of  the  lift,  and 
Forbid  the  Caftle,  until  that  fame  perfon 
brought  him  again  to  the  Lieutenant,  and 
made  them  friends. 

A  fancy  fprung  in  Solomon's  head,  that 
a  houfe  nearEhiblin  would  be  commodious 
for  him  and  his  boarders,  to  lodge  in  on 
Saturdays  and  Sundays:  Immediately,  with- 
out confulting  with  any  creature,  he  takes 
a  leafe  of  a  rotten  houfe  at  Ratlifarnam, 
the  worft  air  in  Ireland,  for  999  years,  at 
twelve  pounds  a  year ;  the  land,  which 
was  only  a  ftrip  of  ground,  not  being 
worth  twenty  Ihillings  a  year.    When  the 

F  f  3  fame 
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fame  perfon  whom  he  lampooned  heard 
the  thing,  he  begged  Solomon  to  get  a 
claufe  of  furrender,  and  at  laft  prevailed 
to  have  it  done  after  twenty-one  years; 
becaufe  it  was  a  madnefs  to  pay  eleven 
pounds  a  year,  for  a  thoufand  years,  for  a 
houfe  that  could  not  laft  twenty.  But  Sa- 
lomon made  an  agreement  with  his  land- 
lady that  he  fliould  be  at  liberty  to  fur- 
render  his  leafe  in  feven  years ;  and,  if  he 
did  not  do  it  at  that  time,  fhould  be  obliged 
to  keep  it  for  c^^^  years.  In  the  mean- 
time, he  expends  about  one  hundred 
pounds  on  the  houfe  and  garden-wall; 
and,  in  lefs  than  three  years,  contrafts 
fuch  a  hatred  to  the  houfe,  that  he  lets 
it  run  to  ruin:  So  that,  when  the  feven 
years  are  expired,  he  muft  either  take  it 
for  the  remainder  of  the  999  years,  or  be 
fued  for  w^afte,  and  lofe  all  the  money  he 
laid  out :  And  now  he  pays  twelve  pounds 
a  year  for  a  place  he  never  fees. 

Solomon  has  an  eftate  of  about  thirty- 
five  pounds  per  annum^  in  the  county  of  Ol- 
van  J  upon  which,  inftead  of  ever  receiving 
one  penny  rent,  he  hath  expended  above 
tliirty  pound  per  annuniy  in  buildings  and 
plantations,  which  are  all  gone  to  ruin. 

Solomoa 
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Solomon  is  under-tenant  to  a  Bifhop's 
leafe:  He  is  bound  by  articles  to  his  Lord- 
lliip  to  renew  and  pay  a  fine,  whenever  the 
Bilhop  renews  with  his  landlord,  and  to 
raife  his  rent  as  the  landlord  fhall  raife  it 
to  the  Bifhop.  Seven  years  expire :  Solo- 
mon's landlord  demands  a  fine,  which  he 
readily  pays  j  then  afks  for  a  leafe :  The 
landlord  fays,  he  may  have  it  at  any 
time.  He  never  gets  it.  Another  feven 
years  elapfe :  Solomon's  landlord  demands 
another  fine,  and  an  additional  rent :  Solo- 
mon pays  both  -,  aiks  to  have  his  leafe 
renewed:  The  fleward  anfwers,  he  will 
(peak  to  his  matter.  Seventeen  years  are 
elapfed :  The  landlord  fends  Solomon  word 
that  his  leafe  is  forfeited,  becaufe  he  hath 
not  renewed  and  paid  his  fines  according 
to  articles  ;  and  now  they  are  at  law  upon 
this  admirable  cafe. 

It  is  Solomons  great  happinefs,  that, 
-when  he  acfls  in  the  common  concerns  of 
life  againft  common  fenfe  and  rcafon,  he 
values  himfclf  thereupon  as  if  it  were  the 
mark  of  a  great  genius,  above  little  re- 
gards or  arts,  and  that  his  thoughts  are 
too  exalted  to  dcfcend  into  the  knowledge 
of  vulgar  management ;  and  you  cannot 
iiijike  him  a  greater  compliment  than  by 
F  f  4  telling 
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telling  inftances  to  the  company,  before 
his  face,  how  carelefs  he  was  in  any  affair 
that  related  to  his  intereft  and  fortune. 

He  is  extremely  proud  and  captious,  apt 
to  refent  as  an  aflfront  and  indignity,  what 
was  never  intended  for  either. 

He  is  allured  as  eafily  by  every  new  ac- 
quaintance, efpecially  among  v^omen,  as 
a  child  is  by  a  new  play-thing,  and  is  led 
at  will  by  them  to  fufpedt  and  quarrel  with 
his  beft  friends,  of  whom  he  hath  loft  the 
greateft  part,  for  want  of  that  indulgency 
which  they  ought  to  allow  for  his  failings. 

He  is  a  generous,  honeft,  good-natured 
man  i  but  his  perpetual  want  of  judgment 
and  difcretion,  makes  him  adl  as  if  he  were 
neither  generous,  honeft,  nor  good-natured. 

The  perfon  above-mentioned,  whom  he 
lampooned,  and  to  whom  he  owes  his 
preferment,  being  in  the  country  and  out 
of  order ;  Solomon  had  appointed  to  come 
for  him  with  a  chaife,  and  bring  him  to 
town.  Solomon  fent  him  word  that  he  was 
to  fet  out  on  Monday,  and  did  accordingly, 
but  to  another  part  of  the  kingdom,  thirty 
miles  wide  of  the  place  appointed,  in  com- 
pliment to  a  lady  who  was  going  that  way  j 
there  ftaid,  with  her  and  her  family,  a 
montli,  then  fent  the  chaife,  in  the  aoxdft 
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of  winter,  to  bring  the  faid  perfon,  where 
Solomon  would  meet  him,  declaring  he 
could  not  venture  himfelf  for  fear  of  the 
froft :  And  upon  the  faid  perfon's  refufing 
to  go  in  the  chaife  alone,  or  to  truft  to 
Solomon's  appointment,  and  being  in  ill 
health ;  Solomon  fell  into  a  formal  quar- 
rel with  that  perfon,  and  foully  mifrepre- 
fented  the  whole  affair  to  juftify  himfelf. 
Solomon  had  publifhed  a  humoiu-ous 
ballad,  called  Balyfpellin  *  whither  he 
had  gone  to  drink  the  waters,  with  a 
new  favourite  lady.  The  ballad  was  in 
the  manner  of  Mr.  Gay's  on  Molly  Mogg^ 
pretending  to  contain  all  the  rhymes  of 
Balyfpellin.  His  friend,  the  perfon  fo 
often  mentioned,  being  at  a  gentleman's 
houfe  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  merry 
over  Solomon's  ballad,  they  agreed  to  make 
another,  in  difpraife  of  Balyfpellin-wells, 
which  Solomon  had  celebrated,  and  with 
all  new  rhymes  not  made  ufe  of  in  So- 
lomon's t-  The  thing  was  done,  and  all  in 
a  mere  jell  and  innocent  merriment.  Yet 
Solomon  was  prevailed  upon,  by  the  Lady 
he  went  with,  to  refent  this  as  an  affront 
on  her  and  himfelf ;  which  he  did  accord-^ 
ingly,  againft  all  the  rules  of  reafon,  tafte, 

♦  Sec  Vol.  XIV.  p.  233*  +  Ibid.  p.  237. 
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good-nature,  judgment,  gratitude,  or  com- 
mon manners. 

He  will  invite  fix  or  more  people  of  con- 
dition to  dine  with  him  on  a  certain  day, 
fome  of  them  living  five  or  fix  miles  from 
town.  On  the  day  appointed  he  will  be 
abfent,  and  know  nothing  of  the  niatter, 
and  they  all  go  back  difappointed :  When 
he  is  told  of  this,  he  is  pleafed,  becaufc  it 
lliews  him  to  be  a  genius  and  a  man  of 
learning. 

Having  lain  many  years  under  the  ob- 
loquy of  a  high  Tory  and  Jacobite,  upon 
the  prefent  Queen's  birtli-day  he  writ  a 
fong,  to  be  performed  before  the  Govern- 
ment and  thofe  who  attended  them,  in 
praife  of  the  Queen  and  the  King,  on  the 
common  topics  of  her  beauty,  wit,  family, 
love  of  England;  and  all  other  virtues, 
wherein  the  King  and  the  Royal  Children 
were  fharers.  It  was  very  hard  to  avoid 
tlie  common  topics,  which  were  men- 
tioned in  abundance.  A  young  collegian, 
who  had  done  the  fame  job  the  year  be- 
fore, got  fome  reputation  on  the  account 
of  his  wit :  Solomon  would  needs  vie  with 
liim,  by  which  he  loft  all  the  efteem  of  his 
old  friends  the  Tories,  and  got  not  the  leaft 
intercft  with  the  Whigs  j  for  they  are  now 

too 
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too  ftrong  to  want  advocates  of  that  kind: 
And  therefore  one  of  the  Lords  Juftices, 
reading  the  verfes  in  fome  company,  faid, 
•'  Ah,  Doctor,  this  Ihall  not  do/'  His  name 
was  at  length  in  the  title-page ;  and  he  did 
this  without  the  knowledge  or  advice  of 
one  living  foul,  as  he  himfelf  confefleth. 

His  full  conviction  of  having  adled 
wrong,  in  a  hundred  inftances,  leaves  him 
as  pofitive  in  the  next  inftance  as  if  he  had 
never  been  miftaken  in  his  life :  And  if 
you  go  to  him  the  next  day,  and  find  him 
convinced  in  the  laft,  he  hath  another  in- 
fiance  ready,  wherein  he  is  as  pofitive  ast 
lie  was  the  day  before. 


ON 
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ON    THE   DEATH   OF 

Mrs.JOHNSON,   [STELLA.] 

THIS  day,  being  Sunday  January  aSdi 
1727-8,  about  eight  o'clock  at  night 
a  fervant  brought  me  a  note,  with  an  ac- 
count  of  the  death  of  the  trueft,  moft  vir- 
tuous, and  valuable  friend,  that  I  or  per- 
haps any  other  peifon  ever  was  blefled 
with.  She  expired  about  fix  in  the  even- 
ing of  this  day ;  and,  as  foon  as  I  am  left 
alone,  which  is  about  eleven  at  night,  I 
refolve,  for  my  own  fatisfaftion,  to  fay 
fomething  of  her  life  and  charaifter. 

She  was  bom  at  Richmond  in  Surrey, 
on  the  thirteenth  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  1681.  Her  father  was  a  younger 
brother  of  a  good  family  in  Nottingham- 
ftiire,  her  mother  of  a  lower  degree  j  and 
indeed  (he  had  little  to  boaft  of  her  binh. 
I  knew  her  from  fix  years  old,  and  had 
fome  fhare  in  her  education,  by  diredting 
what  books  Ihe  fliould  read,  and  perpetu- 
ally inftrufting  her  in  the  principles  of 
honoiir  and  virtue  ;  from  which  fhe  never 
fwerved  in  any  one  adion  or  moment  of 

her 
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her  life.    She  was  fickly  from  her  child- 
hood until  about  the  age  of  fifteen:   But 
then  grew  into  perfeft  health,  and  was 
looked  upon  as  one  of  the  moft  beautiful, 
graceful,  and  agreeable  young  women  in 
London,  only  a  little  too  fat.    Her  hair 
was  blacker  than  a  raven,  and  every  fea- 
ture of  her  face  in  perfection.    She  lived 
generally  in  the  country,  with  a  family, 
where  flie  contradled  an  intimate  friend- 
fliip  with  another  lady  of  more  advanced 
years.    I  was  then  (to  my  mortification) 
fettled  in  Ireland ;  and,  about  a  year  after, 
going  to  vifit  my  friends  in  England,  I 
found  flie  was  a  little  uneafy  upon  the  death 
of  a  perfon  on  whom  flie  had  fome  depen- 
dance.    Her  fortune,  at  that  time,  was  in 
all  not  above  fifteen  hundred  pounds,  the 
intereft  of  which  was  but  a  fcanty  main- 
tenance, in  fo  dear  a  country,  for  one  of 
her  fpirit.    Upon  this  confideration,    and 
indeed  very  much  for  my  own  fatisfacflion,' 
who  had  few  friends  or  acquaintance  in 
Ireland,  I  prevailed  with  her  and  her  dear 
friend  and  companion,  the  other  lady,  to 
draw  what  money  they  had  into  Ireland, 
i  great  part  of  their  fortime  being  in  an- 

-  auities  upon  fimds.    Money  was  then  at 

•  Mri.  Dinglejr. 
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ten  per  cent.  inlreUnd,  bcfides  the  advantage 
of  returning  it,  and  all  neceflaries  of  life 
at  hatf  the  price.  They  complied  with  my 
advice,  and  foon  after  came  over;  but, 
I  happening  to  continue  fome  time  longer 
in  England,  they  were  much  difcouraged 
to  live  in  Dublin,  where  they  were  wholly 
ftrangers.  She  was  at  that  time  about 
nineteen  years  old,  and  her  perfon  was 
foon  difUnguifhed.  But  the  adventure 
looked  fo  like  a  frolic,  the  cenfure  held, 
for  fome  time,  as  if  there  were  a  fecret 
hiftory  in  fuch  a  removal ;  which,  how- 
ever, foon  blew  off  by  her  excellent  con- 
duft.  She  came  over  with  her  friend  on 
the  in  the  year  170—;   and  they 

both  lived  together  until  this  day,  when 
death  removed  her  from  us.  For  fome 
years  paft,  fhe  had  been  vifited  with  con- 
tinual ill-health ;  and  feveral  times,  within 
thefe  laft  two  years,  her  life  was  defpaired 
of.  But,  for  this  twelve-month  paft,  flie 
never  had  a  day's  health ;  and,  properly 
.  fpeaking,  Ihe  hath  been  dying  fix  months, 
but  kept  alive,  almoft  againft  nature,  by 
the  generous  kindnefs  of  two  phyficians, 
and  the  care  of  her  friends.  Thus  f2u:I 
writ  the  fame  night  between  eleven  and 
twelve*  2 

Never 
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Never  was  any  of  her  fex  born  with  bet- 
ter gifts  of  the  mind,  or  more  improved 
them  by  reading  and  converfation.    Yet 
her  memory  was  not  of  the  belt,  and  was 
impaired  in  the  latter  years  of  her  Hfe. 
But  I  cannot  call  to  mind  that  I  ever  onee 
heard  her  make  a  wrong  judgment  of  per- 
fons,  books,   or  affairs.    Her  advice  was 
always   the   bcft,  and    with   the   greateft 
freedom,  mixt  with  the  greateft  decency. 
She  had   a  gracefulnefs  foniewhat  more 
than  human  in  every  motion,  word,  and 
adtion.    Never  was  fo  happy  a  conjundlion 
of  civility,  freedom,  eafinefs  and  fincerity. 
There  feemed  to  be  a  combination  among 
all  that  knew  her,  to  treat  her  with  a  dig- 
nity much  beyond  her  rank :   Yet  people 
of  all  forts  were  never  more  eafy  than  in 
her  company.    Mr.  Addifon,  when  he  was 
in  Ireland,  being  introduced  to  her,  imme- 
diately found  her  out ;   and,  if  he  had  not 
foon  after  left  the  kingdom,  affured  me  he 
would  have  ufed  all  endeavours  to  culti- 
vate her  friendfliip.    A  rude  or  conceited 
coxcomb  paffed  his  time  very  ill,  upon  th^ 
leaft  breach  of  refpedl ;  for,  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
fhe  had  no  mercy,  but  was  fure  to  expofe 
him  to  the  contempt  of  the  ftanders-byj 
yet  in  fuch  a  manner  as  he  was  afhamed 

to 
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to  complain,  and  durft  not  refent.  All  of  us, 
who  had,  the  happinefs  of  her  friendfhip, 
agreed  unanimoufly,  that,  in  an  afternoon 
or  evening's  converfation,  fhe  never  failed 
before  we  parted  of  delivering  the  beft 
thing  that  was  faid  in  the  company.  Some 
of  us  have  written  down  frveral  of  her 
fayings,  or  what  the  French  call  Bon  MotSy 
wherein  fhe  excelled  almoft  beyond  be- 
lief *.  She  never  miftook  the  underftand- 
ing  of  others ;  nor  ever  faid  a  fevere  word, 
but  where  a  much  feverer  was  deferved. 

Her  fervants  loved  and  almoft  adored  her 
at  the  fame  time.  She  would,  upon  occa- 
fions,  treat  them  with  freedom,  yet  her  de- 
,  meanour  was  fo  awful,  that  they  durft  not 
fail  in  the  leaft  point  of  refpedl.  She  chid 
them  feldom,  but  it  was  with  Severity, 
which  had  an  effeft  upon  them  for  a  long 
time  after. 

January  29th,  My. head  achs,  and  I  can 
write  no  more. 

January  30th,  Tuefday. 

This  is  the  night  of  the  fimeral,  which 
,  my  ficknefs  will  not  fuffer  me  to  attend. 
It  is  now  nine  at  night,  and  I  am  removed 
into  iBoptlier  apartment,  that  I  may  not  fee 
the  light  in  the  chiuxh,  which  is  juft  over 
againft  the  window  of  my  bedchamber.  . 
•  Sec  Vol.  XII,  p.  324.  With 
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With  all  the  foftnefs  of  temper  that  be-* 
came  a  lady,  flie  had  the  perfonal  courage 
of  a  hero.  She  and  her  friend  having  re- 
moved their  lodgings  to  a  new  houfe, 
which  flood  folitary,  a  parcel  of  rogues, 
armed,  attempted  the  houfe,  where  there 
was  only  one  boy :  She  was  then  about 
four  and  twenty :  And>  having  been  warn- 
ed ta  apprehend  fome  fuch  attempt,  Ihe 
learned  the  management  of  a  piftol ;  and, 
the  other  women  and  fervants  being  half- 
dead  with  fear,  Ihe  ftole  foftly  to  her 
dining-room  window,  put  on  a  black  hood, 
to  prevent  being  feen,  primed  the  piftol 
frefh,  gently  lifted  up  the  falh ;  and,  tak-. 
ing  her  aim  with  the  utmoft  prefence  of 
mind,  difcharged  the  piftol  loaden  with 
the  bullets,  into  the  body  of  one  villain, 
who  flood  the  faireft  mark.  The  fellow, 
mortally  wounded,  was  carried  oflf  by  the 
reft,  and  died  the  next  morning,  but  his 
companions  could  not  be  found.  The 
Duke  of  Ormond  hath  often  drank  her 
health  to  me  upon  that  account,  and  had 
always  an  high  efteem  of  her.  She  was 
indeed  under  fome  apprehenfions  of  going 
in  a  boat,  after  fome  danger  Ihe  had  nar- 
rowly  efcaped  by  water,  but  Ihe  was  rea- 
foned  thoroughly  out  of  it.    She  was  never 

Vol.  XV.  Gg  knowiji 
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known  to  cry  out,  or  difcover  any  fear,  in 
a  coach  or  on  horfeback,  or  any  iineafinefs 
bv  thofe  fudden  accidents  with  which  moft 
of  her  fex,  eitlier  by  weaknefs  or  afieda- 
tion,  appear  fo  much  difordered. 

She  never  had  the  leaft  abfence  of  mind 
in  converfation,  nor  given  to  interruption, 
or  appeared  eager  to  put  in  her  word  by 
waiting  impatiently  until  another  had 
done.  She  fpoke  in  a  moft  agreeable 
voice,  in  the  plaineft  words,  never  hefi- 
tating,  except  out  of -modefty  before  new 
faces,  where  Ihe  was  fomewhat  referved; 
nor,  among  her  neareft  friends,  ever  fpoke 
much  at  a  time.  She  was  but  little  verfed 
in  the  common  topics  of  female  chat ;  fcan- 
dal,  cenfure,  and  detraction,  never  came 
out  of  her  mouth :  Yet,  among  a  few  friends, 
in  private  converfation,  (he  made  little  cere- 
mony in  difcovering  her  contempt  of  a 
coxcomb,  and  defcribing  all  his  follies  to 
the  life ;  but  the  follies  of  her  own  fex  Ihc 
was  rather  inclined  to  extenuate  or  to  pity. 

When  flie  was  once  convinced  by  open 
fafts  of  any  breach  of  truth  or  honour, 
in  a  perfon  of  high  ftation,  efpecially  in 
the  church,  fhe  could  not  conceal  her  in- 
dignation, nor  hear  them  named  without 
fliewing  her  difpleafure  in  her  counte- 
X  .  nance ; 
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nance ;  particularly  one  or  two  of  the  latter 
fort,  whom  flie  had  known  arid  efteeftied, 
but  detefted  above  all  mankind,  when  it 
was  manifeft  that  they  had  facrificed  tliofe 
two  precious  virrues  to  their  ambition,  and 
would  much  Iboncr  have  forgiven  them 
the  common  immoralities  of  the  laity. 

Her  frequent  fits  of  ficknefs,  in  moll 
parts  of  her  life,  had  prevented  her  from 
making  that  progrefs  in  reading  which  fhe 
would  otherwife  liave  done.  She  was  well 
verfed  in  the  Greek  and  Roman  ftory, 
and  was  not  unlkilled  in  that  of  France 
and  England.  She  fpoke  French  peffedly, 
but  forgot  much  of  it  by  negledt  and  fick- 
nefs* She  had  read  carefully  all  the  bell 
books  of  travels,  which  ferve  to  open  and 
enlarge  the  mind.  She  underftood  the 
Platonic  and  Epicurean  philofophy,  and 
judged  very  well  of  the  def  edls  of  the  latter* 
She  made  very  judicious  abllracfts  of  the 
bell  books  flie  had  read.  She  underftood 
the  nature  of  government,  and  could  point 
out  all  the  errors  of  Hobbes,  both  in  that 
and  religion.  She  had  a  good  inlight  into 
ph}Tic,  and  knew  fomewhat  of  anatomy ; 
in  both  which  (he  was  inftrudled  in  her 
younger  days  by  an  eminent  phyfician,  who 
Jhad  Ixer  Jong  under  his  ciure,  and  bore  the 
Gg  2  higheft 
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highell  efteem  fot  her  perfon  and  under- 
Handing-  She  had  a  true  tafte  of  wit  and 
good  fenfe,  both  in  poetry  and  profe,  and 
was  a  perf eft  good  critic  of  ftyle :  Neither 
Was  it  eafy  to  find  a  more  proper  or  impar- 
tial judge,  whofe  advice  an  author  might 
better  rely  on,  if  he  intended  to  fend  a  thing 
into  the  world,  provided  it  was  on  a  fubjeft 
tliat  came  within  the  compafs  of  her  know- 
ledge. Yet,  perhaps,  fhe  was  fometimes 
too  fevere,  which  is  a  fafe  and  pardonable 
erroi*.  She  preferved  her  wit.  judgment, 
and  vivacity  to  the  laft,  but  often  ufed  to 
complain  of  her  memory. 

Her  fortime,  with  fome  acceflion,  could 
not,  as  I  have  heard  fay,  amount  to  much 
more  than  two  thoufand  pounds,  whereof 
a  great  part  fell  with  her  life,  having  been 
placed  upon  annuities  in  England,  and 
one  in  Ireland,  In  a  perfon  fo  extraordi- 
nary, perhaps  it  may  be  pardonable  to 
mention  fome  particulars,  although  of 
little  moment,  further  than  to  fet  forth 
her  charafter.  Some  prefents  of  gold- 
pieces  being  often  made  to  her  while 
fhe  was  a  girl,  by  her  mother  and  other 
friends,  on  promife  to  keep  them,  flie  grew 
into  fuch  a  fpirit  of  thrift,  that,  in  about 
three  years,  they  amoimted  to  above  two 

hundred 


On  Mrs.  Johnson 's  Death.     453 
hundred  pounds.    She  ufed  to  fhew  them 
with  boafting;  but  her  mother,  apprehend- 
ing fhe  would  be  cheated  of  them,  pre- 
vailed, in  fome  months,  and  with  great 
importimities,  to  have  them  put  out  to 
intereft:  When  the  girl  loft  the  pleafure 
of  feeing  and  coimting  her  gold,  which 
Ihe  never  failed  of  doing  many  times  in  ^ 
day,   and  defpaircd  of  heaping  up  fuch 
another   treafure,   her  humour  took  the 
quite  contrary  turn ;  She  grew  carelefs  and 
fquandering  of  every  new  acquifition,  and 
fo  continued  till  about  two  and  twenty  j 
when,  by  advice  of  fome  friends,  and  the 
fright  of  paying  large  bills  of  tradefmen, 
who  enticed  her  into  their  debt,   flie  be* 
gan  to  refledt  upon  her  own  folly,    and 
was  never  at  reft  until  flie  had  difchargecj 
all  her  fhop-bills,  and  refunded  herfelf  a 
confiderable  fum  flie  had  run  out.    After 
which,  by  the  addition  of  a  few  years  and 
a  fuperior  underftanding,  flie  became,  and 
continued  all  her  life  a  moft  prudent  oeco- 
ngmift ;  yet  ftill  with  a  ftrong  bent  to  the 
liberal  fide^  wherein  flie  gratified  herfelf 
by  avoiding  all  expence  in  cloaths,  (which 
fhe  ever  defpifed)  beyond  what  was  mere- 
ly decent.     And,  although  her  frequent 
ir^turps  of  ficknefs  were  very  chargeable, 
G  g  3  excei)^ 
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except  fees  to  phyiicians,  of  which  Ihe 
met  with  feveral  fo  geneix)us  that  Ihe 
could  force  nothing  on  them,  (and  indeed 
fhe  muft  othcrwife  have  been  undone ;) 
yet  fhe  never  was  without  a  confiderable 
fum  of  ready  money.  Infomuch  that,  up- 
on  her  death,  when  her  neareft  friends 
Ithought  her  very  bare,  her  executors  fbimd 
in  her  ftrong  box  about  a  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  in  gold.  She  lamented  the  narrow- 
nefs  of  her  fortune  in  nothing  fo  much, 
as  that  it  did  not  enable  her  to  entertain 
her  friends  fo  often,  and  in  fo  hofpitable 
a  manner  as  ihe  defired.  Yet  they  were 
always  welcome ;  and,  while  Ihe  was  in 
health  to  diredt,  were  treated  with  neat- 
nefs  and  elegance  :  So  that  the  revenues  of 
her  and  her  companion,  palTed  for  much 
more  confiderable  than  they  really  were. 
They  lived  always  in  lodgings,  their  do* 
meflicks  confifling  of  two  maids  and  one 
man.  She  kept  an  account  of  all  the  fa- 
mily-expences,  from  her  arrival  in  Ireland 
to  fome  months  before  her  death ;  and 
fhe  would  often  repine,  when  looking 
back  upon  the  annals  of  her  houfhold 
bills,  that  every  thing  neceflary  for  life 
was  double  the  price,  while  intereft  pf 
money  was  funk  almofl  to  one  half;    fo 

that 
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tliat  the  addition  made  to  her  fortune  was 
indeed  grown  abfolutely  neceflary. 

[I  fmce  writ  as  I  found  time.] 

But  her  charity  to  the  poor  was  a  duty 
not  to  be  diminrfhed,  and  therefore  be- 
came a  tax  upon  thofe  tradefmen  who  fur- 
nifh  the  fopperies  of  other  ladies.  She 
bought  cloaths  as  fcldom  as  pofSble,  and 
thofe  as  plain  and  cheap  as  confifted  with 
the  fituation  fhe  was  in;  and  wore  no  lace 
for  many  years.  Either  her  judgment  or 
fortune  was  extraordinary,  in  the  choice 
of  thofe  on  whom  flie  bellowed  her  cha- 
rity ;  for  it  went  further  in  doing  good 
than  double  the  fuin  from  any  other 
hand.  And  I  have  heard  her  fay,  ihe 
always  met  with  gratitude  from  the  poor : 
Which  muft  be  owing  to  her  fkill  in  dif- 
tinguifhing  proper  objefls,  as  well  as  her 
gracious  manner  in  relieving  them. 

But  fhe  had  another  quality  that  much 
delighted  her,  although  it  may  be  thought 
a  kind  of  check  upon  her  bounty;  how- 
ever it  was  a  pleafure  Ihe  could  not  refifl: 
I  mean  that  of  making  agreeable  prefents, 
wherein  I  never  knew  her  equal,  although 
'  it  be  an  aflfair  of  as  delicate  a  nature  as 
moft  in  the  courfe  of  life.  She  ufed  to  de- 
fine a  prefent,  That  it  was  a  gift  to  a  friend 
G  g  4  of 
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of  fomething  he  wanted  or  was  fond  of, 
and  which  could  not  be  eafdy  gotten  for 
money.  I  am  confident,  during  my  ac- 
quaintance with  her,  (he  hath,  in  thefe 
and  fome  other  kinds  of  liberality,  difpo- 
fed  of  to  the  value  of  feveral  hundred 
pounds.  As  to  prefents  made  to  herfelf, 
flie  received  them  with  great  unwilling- 
nefs,  but  efpecially  from  thofe  to.  whom 
ihe  had  ever  given  any ;  being  on  all  oc^ 
cafions  the  moft  difinterefted  mortal  I  ever 
knew  or  heard  of. 

From  her  own  difpofition,  at  lead  as 
much  as  from  the  frequent  want  of  health, 
ihe  feldom  made  any  vifits  ;  but  her  own 
lodgings,  from  before  twenty  years  old, 
were  frequented  by  many  perfons  of  the 
graver  fort,  who  all  refpecSled  her  highly, 
upon  her  good  fenfe,  good  mg^nners,  and 
convcrfation.  Among  thefe  were  the  lat^ 
Primate  Lindfay,  Bilhop  Loyd,  Biftiop  Aflie, 
Bifhop  Brown,  Bilhop  Steam,  Bifhop  Pul- 
leyn,  with  fome  others  of  later  date ;  and 
indeed  the  greateft  number  of  her  acquain- 
tance was  among  the  clergy.  Honour, 
truth,  liberality,  good  natme,  and  modef- 
ty,  were  the  virtues  fhe  chiefly  poflefled, 
and  moft  valued  in  her  acquaintance;  and 
where  flie  found  them,  would  be  ready  to 
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allow  for  fome  defects,  nor  valued  them 
lefs,  although  they  did  not  fliine  in  learn- 
ing or  in  wit ;  but  would  never  give  the 
leaft  allowance  for  any  failures  in  the  for- 
mer, even  to  thofe  who  made  the  greateft 
figure  in  either  of  the'  two  latter.  She  had 
no  ufe  of  any  perfon's  liberality,  yet  her 
deteftation  of  covetous  people  made  her 
uneafy  if  fuch  a  one  was  in  her  company; 
upon  which  occaiion  ihe  would  fay  many 
things  very  entertaining  and  humorous. 

She  never  interrupted  any  perfon  who 
fpoke ;  Ihe  laught  at  no  miftakes  tliey 
made,  but  helped  tliem  out  with  modefty ; 
and  if  a  good  thing  were  fpoken,  but  ne- 
glected, Ihe  would  not  let  it  fall,  but  fet 
it  in  the  bell  light  to  thofe  who  were  pre- 
fent.  She  liftened  to  all  that  was  faid,  and 
had  never  the  leaft  diftradtion,  or  abfencc 
of  thought. 

It  was  not  fafe  nor  prudent,  in  her 
prefence,  to  offend  in  the  leaft  word  againft 
modefty  ;  for  Ihe  then  gave  full  employ- 
ment to  her  wit,  her  contempt,  and  re- 
fentment,  imder  which  even  ftupidity  and 
brutality  were  forced  to  fink  into  confu- 
fion ;  an*  the  guilty  perfon,  by  her  future 
^voiding  hio;i  like  4  bear  or  a  iatyr,  wa^ 

?ver 
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never  in  a  way  to  tranfgrefs   a  fecond 
time. 

It  happened  one  fingfe  coxcomb,  of 
the  pert  kind,  was  in  her  comj^ny, 
among  feveral  other  ladies ;  and,  in  his 
flippant  way,  began  to  deliver  ibme  double 
meanings :  The  reft  flapt  their  fans,  and 
tifed  the  other  common  expedients  prac- 
tifed  in  fuch'  cafes,  of  appearing  not  to 
mind  or  comprehend  what  was  faid.  Her 
behaviom*  was  very  different,  and  perhaps 
may  be  cenfured.  She  (aid  thus  to  the 
man :  "  Sir,  all  thefe  ladies  and  I  \inder- 
•*  fiand  your  meaning  very  well,  having, 
**  in  fpite  of  our  care,  too  often  met  with 
**  thofc  of  your  fex  who  wanted  manners 
**  and  good  fenfe.  But,  believe  me,  neither 
*«  virtuous  new  even  vicious  women  love 
"  fuch  kind  of  converfation.  However,  I 
"  will  leave  you,  and  report  your  beha- 
*^  viour:  And,  whatever  vifit  I  make,  I 
^*  fhall  firft  enquire  at  the  door  whether 
^*  you  are  in  the  houfe,  that  I  may  be 
^^  fure  to  avoid  you."  I  know  not  whether 
€1  majority  of  ladies  would  approve  of  fuch 
a  proceeding;  but  I  believe  the  praftice  of 
it  would  foon  put  an  end  to  that  corrupt 
converfation,  the  worft  effeft  of  dulnefs, 
ignorance,  impudence,  and  vulgarity,  and 

the 


On  Mrs.  Joh>4sok'3  Death.  459 
the  higheft  affifont  to  the  modefty  and  iin- 
derftanding  of  the  female  fex. 

By  returning  very  few  vifits,  fhe  had  not 
inuch  company  of  her  own  fex,  except 
thofe  whom  Ihe  mbft  loved  for  their  eafi- 
nefs,  or  efteemed  for  their  good  fenfe ;  and 
thofe,  not  infixing  on  ceremony,  came 
often  to  her.  But  flie  rather  chofe  meii 
for  her  companions,  the  ufual  topics  of 
ladies  difcourfe  being  fuch  as  fhe  had  little 
knowledge  of,  and  Icfs  relifh.  Yet  lio  man 
was  upon  the  rack  to  entertain  her,  for  fhe 
eafily  defcended  to  any  thing  that  was  in- 
nocent and  diverting.  News,  politics,  cen- 
fure,  family -management,  or  town-talk, 
fhe  always  diverted  to  fomething  elfe ; 
but  thefe  indeed  feldbm  happened,  for  fhe 
chofe  her  company  better :  And  therefore 
many,  who  miftook  her  and  themfelves, 
having  folicited  her  acquaintance,  and 
finding  'themfelves  difappointed  after  a 
few  vifits,  dropt  ojQf ;  and  flie  was  never 
known  to  enquire  into  the  reafon,  or  alk 
what  was  become  of  them. 

She  was  never  pofitive  in  arguing,  and 
fhe  ufually  treated  thofe  who  were  fo,  in 
a  manner  which  well  enough  gratified 
that  unhappy  difpofition;  yet  in  fuch  a 
ibrt  as  rmdc  it  very  contemptible,  and  at 
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the  fame  rime  did  fome  hurt  to  the  owners. 
Whether  this  proceeded  from  her  eafinefs 
in  general,  or  from  her  indifference  to  cer- 
tain perfons,  or  from  her  defpair  of  mend- 
ing them,  or  from  the  fame  pradlice  which 
flie  much  liked  in  Mr.  Addifon,  I  cannot 
determine  ;  but  when  flie  faw  any  of  the 
company  very  warm  in  a  wrong  opinion, 
Ihe  was  more  inclined  to  confirm  them  in 
it  than  oppofe  them.  The  excufe  Ihe  com- 
monly gave  when  her  friends  aiked  the 
reafon,  was,  That  it  prevented  noife,  and 
faved  time.  Yet  I  have  known  her  very 
angry  with  fome  whom  ihe  much  efteemed 
for  fometimes  falling  into  that  infirmity. 

She  loved  Ireland  much  better  than  the 
generality  of  thofewho  owe  both  their 
birth  and  riches  to  it ;  and,  having  brought 
over  all  the  fortune  Ihe  had  in  money, 
left  the  reverfion  of  the  bell  part  of 
it,  one  thoufand  pounds,  to  Dr.  Stephens's 
Hofpital.  She  detefted  the  tyranny  and  in- 
juftice  of  England,  in  their  treatment  of 
this  kingdom.  She  had  injdeed  reafon  to 
love  a  country,  where  Ihe  had  the  efleem 
and  friendfhip  of  all  who  knew  her,  and 
the  univerfal  good-rqport  of  all  who  ever 
heard  of  her,  w:ithout  one  exception,  if  I 
am  told  the  truth  by  thofe  who  keep  ge- 
neral 
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neral  converfation.  Which  charafter  is  the 
more  extraordinary,  in  falling  to  a  perfon 
of  fo  much  knowledge,  wit,  and  vivacity^ 
qualities  that  are  ufed  to  create  envy,  and 
confequently  cenfure  ;  and  muft  be  rather 
imputed  to  her  great  modefly,  gentle  be- 
haviour, and  inoffenfivenefs,  than  to  her 
fuperior  virtues. 

Although  her  knowledge,  from  books 
and  company,  was  much  more  extenfive 
than  ufually  falls  to  the  Ihare  of  her  fex; 
yet  Ihe  was  fo  far  from  making  a  parade 
of  it,  that  her  female  vifitants,  on  their 
firft  acquaintance,  who  expefted  to  difco- 
ver  it,  by  what  they  call  hard  words  and 
deep  difcourfe,  would  be  fometimes  difap- 
pointed,  and  fay,  they  found  Ihe  was  like 
other  women.  But  wife  men,  through  all 
her  modefly,  whatever  they  difcourfed  on, 
could  ealily  obferve  that  Ihe  underftood 
them  very  well,  by  thq  judgment  Ihewn 
in  her  obifervations  as  well  as  in  her  que- 
ftions. 


OF 
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OF     THE 

EDUCATION  OF    LADIES. 

T He  RE  is  a  fubjedl:  of  controverfy  wlvich 
I  have  frequently  met  with,  in  mixt  and 
feleft  companies  of  botli  fexes,  and  ibme- 
times  only  of  men ;  whether  it  be  prudent  to 
chufe  a  wife,  who  hath  good  natural  fenfe, 
fome  tafte  of  wit  and  humour,  fufficiently 
verfed  in  her  own  natural  language,  able 
to  read  and  to  relifli  hiilory,  books  of  tra- 
vels, moral  or  entertaining  difcourfes,  and 
be  a  tolerable  judge  of  the  beauties  in 
poetry.  This  queftion  is  generally  deter- 
mined in  the  negative  by  the  women 
themfelves,  but  almofl  uniyerfally  by  the 
xntn. 

We  inuft  obferve,  thit,  in  this  debate, 
thofe  whom  we  call  men  and  women  of 
fafliion  are  only  to  be  imderflood,  not 
merchants,  tradefmen,  or  others  of  fuch 
occupations,  who  are  not  fuppofed  to  have 
fhared  in  a  liberal  education.  I  except 
likewife  all  minifters  of  fbtte,  during  tfadr 
power,  lawyers  and  phyficians  in  great 
praftice,  perfons  in  fuch  employments  as 
take  up  the  greater  part  of  the  dsL%  and 

pciliaps 


Of  the  Education  £/*  Ladies;      463 

perhaps  fome  other  conditions  of  life 
which  I  cannot  call  to  mind.  Neither 
mnft  I  forget  to  except  all  gentlemen  of 
die  army,  from  the  general  to  the  enfign ; 
becaufe  thofe  qualifications  above-men- 
tioned, in  a  wife,  are  wholly  out  of  their 
element  and  comprehenfionj  together  with 
"all  mathematicians,  and  gentlemen  Iqvers 
of  mufic,  metaphyficians,  virtuofi,  and 
great  talkers,  who  have  all  amufements 
enough  of  their  own.  All  thefe  put  to- 
gether will  amount  to  a  great  number  of 
adverfaries,  whom  I  fhall  have  no  occafion 
to  encounter,  becaufe  I  am  already-  of  their 
fentiments.  Hiofe  perfons,  whom  I  mean 
to  include,  are  the  bulk  of  lords,  knights, 
and  fquires  throughout  England,  whether 
they  refide  between  the  town  and  country, 
or  generally  in  either.  I  do  alfo  include 
thofe  or  the  clergy,  who  have  tolerably 
good  preferments  in  London  <x  any  other 
parts  of  the  kingdom. 

The  moft  material  arguments  that  I  have 
met  with,  on  the  negative  fide  of  this  great 
queflion,  are  what  I  fhall  now  impartially 
report,  in  as  fixcmg  a  light  as  I  think  they 
can  bear. 

It  is  argued,  Tliat  the  great  end  of  mar- 
riage is  propagaticMa :  That,  confequently, 

the 
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the  principal  bufinefs  of  a  wife  is  to  breed 
children,  and  to  take  care  of  them  in  their 
infancy :  That  the  wife  is  to  look  to  her  fe- 
mily,  watch  over  the  fervants,  fee  that 
they  do  their  work :  That  fhe  be  abfent 
from  her  houfe  as  little  as  poffible :  That 
fhe  is  anfwerable  for  every  thing  amifs 
in  the  family :  That  Ihe  is  to  obey  all  tlie 
lawful  commands  of  her  hiifband ;  and 
vifit,  or  be  vifited,  by  no  perfons  whom  he 
difapproves.  That  her  whole  bufinefs,  if 
well  performed,  will  take  up  moft  houn 
of  the  day :  That  the  greater  Ihe  is,  and 
the  more  fervants  flie  keeps,  her  infpec- 
tion  muft  encreafe  accordingly.  For,  as 
a  family  reprefents  a  kingdom,  fo  the  wife, 
who  is  her  hufband^s  firft  minifter,  muft, 
under  him,  diredt  all  the  officers  of  ftate, 
even  to  the  lowed ;  and  report  their  beha- 
viour to  her  hufband,  as  the  £Wl  minifter 
does  to  his  prince.  That  fuch  a  ftation  re- 
quires much  time,  and  thought,  and  order ; 
and,  if  well  executed,  leaves  but  little  time 
for  vifits  or  diverfions/  - 

That  a  humour  of  reading  books,  ex- 
cepting thofe  of  devotion  or  houfewifery, 
is  apt  to  turn  a  woman's  brain.  That  plays, 
romances,  novels,  and  love-poems,  are 
only  proper  to  inftrudt  them  how  to  carry 

on 
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on  an  intrigue.     That  all  aflF"e<5tation  of 
kno^edge,  beyond  what  is  merelydomef-  !^ 
tic,  renders  them  vain,  conceited,  and  pre- 
tendiiigc    That  the  natural  levity  of  wo* 
meh  wants  ball^ ;  and,  when  fhe  once 
beg^s  tO'  think,   flie  knows  more  than 
othdfS''  Of  bet  fer,  flie  will  begin  to  defpife 
her'hui^Qd;  and  grow  fond  of  every  cox- 
comb' Who*  pretends  to  any  knowledge  in  ■ 
books!  Tliat  fhe  will  learii  fcholaftic  words ; 
make  herfeff  i<idkulous  by  pronouncing- 
them  wtoiig,  and  applying  them  abfurdly 
in  all  companies.     That,    in  the  mean- 
time, her  houfehold  affkirs,  and  the  care 
of  her  children,  will  be  wholly  laid  afidev 
het  toilet  will  be  crowded  with  all  the'- 
under-wits,  where  the  converfation-  will^* 
pafs  in  criticifing  on  the  laft  play  or  poem' 
that  comes  out,  and  Ihe  will  be  careful  to' 
remember  all  the  remarks  that  were  made, 
in  order  to  retail  them  in  the  next  vifit, 
efpecially  in  company  who  know  nothing^ 
of  the  matter.    That  Ihe  will  have  all  the 
Impertinence  of  a  pedant,  without  the' 
knowledge  ;  and,  for  every  new*  acquire-" 
ment,  will  become  fo  much  the  worfe. 

To  fay  the  truth,  that  Ihameful  and  al- 
moft  univerfal  negleft  of  good  education 
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among  our  nobility,  gentry,  and  indeed 
among  all  others  who  are  bom  to  good 
eftates,  will  make  this  eflay  of  little  ufe 
to  the  prefent  age:    For,  confidering  the 
modern  way  of  training  up  both  fexes  in 
ignorance,  idlenefs,  and  vice,  it  is  of  litdc 
confequence  how  they  are  coupled  toge- 
then    And  therefore  my  fpecul^tions  on 
this  fubjeft  can  be  only  of  ufe  to  a  fmall 
nvimber :  For,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of 
the  world,  none  but  wife  and  good  men  . 
can  fail  of  miffing  their  match,  whenever 
they  are  difpofed  to  marry;    and  confe- 
quently  there  is  no  reafon  for  complaint , 
on  either  iide.    The  forms  by  which  a 
hufband  and  wife  are  to  live,  with  reg^d 
to  each  other  and  to  the  world,  are  fuffi- 
ciently  known  and  fixed,  in  dire<5t  contra- 
diftion  to  eveiy  precept  of  morality,  reli- 
gion,   or  civil  inftitution:    It  would  be 
therefore  an  idle  attempt  to  aim  at  break- 
ing fo  firm  an  eftablilliment. 

But  as  it  fometimes  happens,  that  an. 
elder  brother  dies  late  enough  to  leave  the 
younger  at  the  univerfity,  after  he  hath. 
made  fome  progrcfs  in  learning  j  if  we. 
ifappofe  him  to  have  a  tolerable  genius, 
and  a  defire  to  improve  it,  he  may  confe-: 
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quently  leam  to  value  and  eilcem  wifdom 
and  knowledge  wherever  he  finds  them, 
even  after  his  father's  death,  when  his 
title  and  eftate  come  into  his  own  poflef- 
fion.  Of  this  kind,  I  reckon,  by  a  favour- 
able computation,  there  may  poffibly  be 
found,  by  a  ftrift  fearch  among  the  nobi- 
lity and  gentry  throughout  England,  about 
five  hundred.  Among  thofe  of  all  other 
callings  or  trades,  who  are  able  to  main- 
tain a  fon  at  the  univerfity,  about  treble 
that  number.  The  fons  of  clergymen  bred 
to  learning  with  any  fuccefs,  muft,  by  rea- 
fon  of  their  parents  poverty,  be  very  incon- 
fiderable,  many  of  them  being  only  admit- 
ted  fervitors  in  colleges,  (and  confequcntly 
proving  good  for  nothing :)  I  fliall  there- 
fore count  them  to  be  not  above  fourfcorc. 
But,  to  avoid  fradions,  I  Ihall  fuppofe  there 
rnay  poffibly  be  a  round  number  of  two 
thoufand  male  human  creatures  in  Eng- 
land (including  Wales),  who  have  a  tole* 
rable  flxare  of  reading  and  good  fenfe.  I 
include  in  this  lift  all  pcrfons  of  fuperior 
abilities,  or  great  genius^  or  true  judgment 
and  tafte,  or  of  profound  literature,  who^ 
I  am  confidentt  we  may  reckon  to  be*  ^ 
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I  am  very  glad  to  have  this  opportunity 
of  doing  an  honour  to  my  country,  by  a 
computation  which  I  am  afraid  foreigners 
'  may  conceive  to  be  partial ;  when,  out  of 
only  fifteen  thoufand  families  of  lords  and 
eflated  gentlemen,  which  may  probably  be 
their  number,  I  fuppofe  one  in  thirty  to  be 
tolerably  educated,  with  a  fufficient  fhare 
of  good  fenfe.  Perhaps  the  cenfure  may  be 
juft.  And  therefore,  upon  cooler  thoughts, 
to  avoid  all  cavils,  I  fhall  reduce  th^m  to 
one  thoufand,  which,  at  leaft,  will  be  a 
number  fufficient  to  fill  both  Houfea  of  Par- 
liament. 

The  daughters  of  great  and  rich  fami^ 
lies,  computed  after  the  fame  manner,  will 
hardly  amount  to  above  half  the  number 
of  the  male :  Becaufe  the  care  of  their  edu- 
cation is  either  left  entirely  to  their  mo- 
thers, or  they  are  fent  to  boarding-fchools, 
or  put  into  the  hands  of  Englifh  or  French 
governeflcs,  and  generally  the  worft  that 
can  be  gotten  for  money.  So  that,  after 
the  redu(5lion  I  was  compelled  to,  from 
two  thoufand  to  one,  half  the  number  of 
well-educated  nobility  and  gentry  muil 
cither  continue  in  a  fingle  life,  or  be 
forced  to  couple  themfelves  with  women 

for 
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for  whom  they  can  poffibly  have  no 
efteem ;  I  mean  fools,  prudes,  coquettes, 
gamefters,  famiterere,  endlefs  talkers  of 
nonfenfe,  fplenetic  idlers,  intriguers,  given 
to  fcandal  and  cenfore,     *     *     *.     *     * 
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DISCOUR    S    E 

To  frovc  the  Antiquity  of  the 

ENGLISH     TONGUE. 

Shewing  J  from  various  Infiances^  that  Hebrew, 
Greek,  j»i  Latin,  were  derived  from  the 
English. 

DURING  the  reign  of  parties,  for 
about  forty  years  paft,  it  is  a  me- 
lancholv  coniideration  to  obferve  how  Phi- 
lology  hath  been  neglefted,  which  was  be- 
fore the  darling  employment  of  the  great- 
eft  authors,  from  the  reftoration  of  learn- 
ing in  Europe.  Neither  do  I  remember  it 
to  have  been  cultivated,  fince  the  Revolu- 
tion, by  any  one  perfon  with  great  fuccefs, 
except  our  illuftrious  modem  ftar,  Dodtor 
Richard  Bentley,  with  whom  the  republic 
of  learning  muft  expire  ;  as  mathematics 
did,  with  Sir  Ifaac  Newton.  My  ambition 
hath  been  gradually  attempting,  from  my 
early  youth,  to  be  the  holder  of  a  nilh- 
light  before  that  great  luminary ;  which, 
at  leaft,  might  be  of  foine  little  ufe  during 

thofe 
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thofe  Ihoit  intervals,  while  he  was  fhufF- 
ing  his  candle,  or  peeping  with  it  under 
a  bufhel. 

My  prefent  attempt  is  to  aflert  the  anti- 
quity of  our  Englifh  Tongue  ;  which,  as  I 
fliall  undertake  to  prove  by  invincible  ar-^ 
guments,  hath  varied  very  little  for  thefe 
two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty-four 
years  paft.  And  my  proofs  will  be  drawn 
from  etymology ;  wherein  I  fliall  ufe  my 
readers  much  fairer  than  Pezron,  Skinner, 
Vorftigan,  Camden,  and  many  other  fu- 
perficial  pretenders  have  done.  For  I  will 
put  no  force  upon  the  words,  nor  defirc 
any  more  favour  than  to  allow  for  the 
ufual  accidents  of  corruption,  or  the  avoid- 
ing a  cacophonia. 

I  think  I  can  make  it  manifeft  to  all  im- 
partial readers,  that  our  language,  as  we 
now  fpeak  it,  was  originally  the  fame  with 
thofe  of  the  Jews,  the  Greeks,  and  the  Ro- 
mans, however  corrupted  in  fucceeding 
times  by  a  mixture  of  barbarifms.  I  fliall 
only  produce,  at  prefent,  two  inftanccs 
among  a  thoufand  from  the  Latin  tongue. 
Cloaca^  which  they  interpret  a  ncceffary-houfe^ 
is  altogether  an  Englifli  word,  the  laft 
letter  a  being,  by  the  miftake  of  fomc 
fcribe,  transferred  from  the  beginning  to 

Hh  4  the 
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the  end  of  the  word.  In  the  pruniti^Ee  <». 
thography  it  is  called  a  cloacj  which  had 
the  fame  fignification  ;  and  ftill  continues 
fo  at  Edinburgh  in  Scodand :  Where  a  man 
in  a  cloacj  or  .cloak,  of  large  circumference 
and  length,  carrying  a  convenient  veilel 
mider  it,  calls  out,  as  he  goes  through  the 
llreets,  fVha  has  rued  of  me?  Whatever  cuf- 
tomer  calls,  the  veflel  is  placed  in  the  cor* 
ner  of  the  ftreet,  the  cloac^  or  a  cloak,  fur-r 
rounds  and  cov^s  him,  and  thus  he  is  eafr 
ed  with  decency  and  fecrefy. 

The  fecond  inftance  is  yet  more  remark* 
able.  The  Latin  word  Turpis  fignifieth  nafty^ 
Dv  filthy.  Now  this  word  Turpis  is  a  plain 
compofition  of  two  Englifh  words ;  only, 
by  a  fyncope,  the  laft  letter  of  the  firft  fyl- 
lable,  which  is  J,  is  taken  out  of  the  mid- 
dle, to  prevent  the  jarring  of  three  confor 
nants  together:  And  thefe  two  Englifh 
words  exprefs  the  two  mofl  unfeemly  ex- 
crements that  belong  to  man. 

But  although  I  cquld  produce  many 
other  examples,  equally  convincing,  that 
the  Hebrews,  the  Greeks,  and  the  Romans 
originally  fpoke  the  fame  language  which 
we  do  at  prefent  j  yet  I  have  chofen  to  con- 
fine myfejf  chiefly  to  the  proper  names  of 
perfons,  becaujfc  I  conceive  they  will  be 
'  .  '  of 
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of  greater  weigbi  to  confirm  what  I  adU 
yaiBC€ ;  the  grauoad  ajid  reafon  of  thofe 
names  being  certainly  owing  to  the  na. 
ture,  pr  (bmc  diftingiiiftiing  aition  or  qua- 
Jjjy  in  <hofe  pfirfons,  and  confequently  ^x-? 
prefled  in  the  true  aoticnt  language  of  the 
feventl  ^Ofde. 

I  will  begin  with  the  Grecians,  among 
whom  the  moil  antient  are  the  great  lead* 
^•B  «n  both  fides  in  the  fiege  of  Troy,  For 
it  is  plain,  from  Homer,  that  the  TVojans. 
fpoke  Greek  as  well  as  the  Grecians.  Of 
thefe  latter,  Achillas  was  the  moft  valiant. 
This  Hero  was  of  a  reftlefs  unquiet  na- 
ture, never  giving  himfelf  any  repofe 
either  in  peace  or  war  ^  and  therefore,  as 
Guy  of  Warwick  was  called  a  Kill-cow^ 
and  another  terrible  man  a  Kill-devil,  fo 
this  General  was  called  J  Kill-eafey  or  de^ 
ftroyer  of  eafe  ;  and  at  length,  by  corrupt 
fion,  Achilles. 

H^Elor^  on  the  other  fide,  was  the  brav-e 
eft  among  the  Trojans.  He  had  deftroyed 
fo  many  of  the. Greeks,  by  hacking  and 
tearing  them,  that  his  foldiers,  when  they 
faw  him  fighting,  would  cry  out,  *^  Now 
"  the  enemy  will  be  hackt^  now  he  will 
^*  be  tore.''  At  laft,  by  putting  both  words 
fogether,  this  appeUation  w^s  jgiven  to 

th«i|? 
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their  leader,  under  the  name  of  Hack-tore ; 
and,  for  the  more  commodious  foiuiding, 
He^or. 

Diamde,  another  Grecian  captain,  had 
the  boldnefs  to  fight  with  Venus,  and 
ifiroimd  her ;  whereupon  the  Goddefs,  in 
a  ragp,  ordered  her  fon  Cupid  to  make 
this  Hero  be  hated  by  all  women,  repeat- 
ing it  often  that  he  fhould  die  a  maid ;  from 
whence,  by  a  fmall  change  in  orthogra- 
phy^ he  was  called  Diamcde.  And  it  is  to 
be  obferved,  that  the  term  Maiden-head  is 
frequently,  at  this  very  day,  applied  to 
perfons  of  either  fex. 

Ajax  was,  in  fame,  the  next  Grecian 
general  to  Achilles-  The  derivation  of  his 
name  from  A  Jakes,  however  aflerted  by 
great  authors,  is,  in  my  opinion,  very  un- 
worthy both  of  them  and  of  the  Hero 
himfelf.  I  have  often  wondered  to  fee 
fuch  learned  men  miftake  in  fo  clear  a 
point.  This  Hero  is  known  to  have  been 
a  moft  intemperate  liver,  as  it  is  ufual 
witli  foldiers  ;  and,  altliough  he  were  not 
old,  yet,  by  converfmg  with  camp-flrollers, 
he  had  got  pains  in  his  bones,  which  he 
pretended  to  his  friends  were  only  Age- 
aches ;  but  they  telling  the  ftory  about  the 
army,  as  the  vulgar  always  confound  right 

pro- 
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pronunciation,  he  was  afterwards  known 
by  no  other  name  than  Ajax. 

The  next  I  fliall  mention  is  Andromache^ 
tlie  famous  wife  of  Heftor.    Her  father 
'was  a  Scotch  gentleman,  of  a  noble  family 
Aill  fubfifting  in  that  antient  kingdom. 
But,  being  a  foreigner  in  Troy,  to  which 
city  he  led  fome  of  his  countrymen  in  the 
defence  of  Priam,  as  Di^iys  Cretenfis  learn- 
edly obferves ;  Heftor  fell  in  love  with  his 
daughter,    and    the   father's    name  was 
Andrew  Mackay.    The  young  Lady  was  call- 
ed by  the  fame  name,  only  a  little  foftened 
to  the  Grecian  accent. 

AJlyanax  was  the  fon  of  Heftor  and  An- 
dromache. When  Troy  was  taken,  this 
young  Prince  had  his  head  cut  off,  and  his 
body  thrown  to  fwine.  From  this  fatal  ac- 
cident he  had  his  name ;  which  hath,  by 
a  peculiar  good  fortune,  been  preferved 
entire,  A  fly^  an  ax. 

Mars  may  be  mentioned  among  thefe, 
biecaufe  he  fought  againil  the  Greeks. 
He  was  called  the  God  of  War ;  and  is  de- 
fcribed  as  a  fwearing,  fwaggcring  compa- 
nion, and  a  great  giver  of  rude  language- 
For,  when  he  was  angry,  he  would  cry, 
"  Kifs  my  a-fcj  My  a-fe  in  a  band-box.  My 
^*  a-fe  all  over:"    Which  he   repeated  fo 

comnaonly, 
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commonlyy  that  he  got  die  i^>|)ellationo{ 
My-a—fe;  and,  by  a  common  abbreviadoib 
J^an;  irom  -whence,  by  leaving  omthc 
mark  of  eliiion,  Mars.  And  this  is  a  cog^ 
mon  pradice  among  us  at  prefent  $  asii 
die  words  D'anvers,  D'avenport,  B^anliy, 
which  are  now  written  Danvers,  Datcfr 
port,  Danby,  and  many  others. 

The  next  is  Hercules^  otherwife  calM 
Aicides.    Both  thefe   names   are  £ng^: 
widi  Utde  alteration;    and  defcribe  du 
principal  qualities  of  that  Hero,  who  was 
diftinguiihed  for  being  a  ilave  to  his  mi^ 
trelTes,  and  at  the  fame  time  for  his  great 
ibength  and  courage.    Omphale,  his  chief 
miftrefs,  ufed  to  call  her  lovers  Her  cuUieti 
and,   becaufe  this  Hero  was   more  and 
longer  fubjeft  to  her  than  any  other,  he 
was  in  a  particular  manner  called  the  chief 
of  her  cullies ;    which,  by  an  eafy  change, 
made  the  word  Hercules.    His  other  name 
Aicides  was  given  him  on  account  of  his 
prowefs:  For,  in  fight,  he  ufed  to  ftrike 
on  olljides,  and  was  allowed  on  alljides  to 
be  the  chief  hero  of  his  age.    For  one  of 
which  reafons,  he  was  czUedJllJideSf  or 
Aicides ;  but  I  am  inclined  to  favour  the 
f oimer  opiniQQ, 
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A^cercaisk  Qrecian  youth  \f  a*  a  great  imi- 
tator of  Socrates ;  which  that  philofopher 
obferving,  with  much  pleajTure,  faiidi  to  his 
f  roends,  "  There  is  an  Aj>e  0  mind  awn  days,'^ 
After  which  th^  young  maji  was  called  Epa^ 
miwmdcsy  and  proved  to  be  the  moft  virtuous* 
pcrfon,  as  well  as  the  greateft  gencraji  of 
his  agei 

:  Ucalegon\  was  a  very  obliging  inn-keeiper 
of  Troy,  When  a  gueft  was  going  to  take 
horfe^  the  landlord  took,  leave  of  him 
with  this  compliment,  "  Sir,  I  (hall  be  glaii 
•*  to  fee  you  call  again''  Strangers,  who 
kfi^w.  not  his  right  name^  caught  hijs  laft 
vrotds  ;  ajid  thus,  by  degrees,  that  appel- 
lation prevailed,  and  he  was  known,  by  no 
other  name  even  among  his  neighbours* 

Hydra  was  a  great  ferpent  which  Her^ 
c^les  flew.  His  ufual  outward  garment 
was  the  rawhyde  of  a  lion,  and  this  he  had 
on  when  he  attacked  the  ferpent ;  which,, 
therefore,  took  its  name  from  the  fkin :  The 
"  modefty  of  that  Hero  devolving  the  honour 
of  his  viftory  upon  the  lion's  Ikin,  calling 
that  enormous  fnake  the  Hyde-ronv  ferpent. 
Leda  was  the  mother  of  Caftor  and  Pol- 
lux ;  whom  Jupiter  embracing  in  the  fhape 
of  a  fwari,  flie  laid  a  couple  of  eggs  j  and 
was  therefore  called  Laid  a^  or  Lcda. 

As 


478        ri&^  ANTIQUITY  of 

As  to  Jupiter  himfelf :  It  is  well  knovim 
that  die  ftatues  and  pi<Shires  of  this  Hea- 
thto  God,  in  the  Roman-catholic  countries, 
refcmble  thofe  of  St.  Peter,  and  are  often 
taken  the  one  for  the  other.  The  rcclfoa 
is  manifcft :  For,  when  the  emperors  had 
eftablilhed  Ohriftianity,  the  Heathens  were 
afraid  of  acknowledging  their  heathen 
idols  of  the  chief  God,  and  pretended  it 
lyas  only  a  ftatue  of  the  ^ew  Peter.  And 
thus  the  principal  Heathen  God  came  to 
be  called  by  the  antient  Romans,  with 
very  little  alteration,  Jupiter. 

The  Hamadryades  are  reprefentcd  by 
miftaken  antiquity  as  Nymphs  of  tne 
Groves.  But  the  true  account  is  this; 
They  were  women  Of  Calabria,  who  dealt 
in  bacon ;  and,  living  near  the  fea-lide, 
ufed  to  pickle  their  bacon  in  falt-water, 
and  then  fet  it  up  to  dry  in  tH6^im.  From 
whence  they  were  properly  called  Ham-a- 
dry-a-daysy  and,  in  procefe  of  time,  mif- 
ipelt  Hamadryades. 

Neptuncy  the  God  of  the  fea,  had  his 
name  from  the  Tunes  fung  to  him  by  tri- 
tons,  upon  their  fhcUs  every  neap  or  nep 
tide.  The  word  is  come  down  to  us  almoft 
uncornipted,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Tritom, 
his  fervants  j  who,  in  order  to  pleafe  their 
z  mailer, 
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mafler,  ufed  to  try  all  tones^  till  they  could 
hit  upon  that  he  liked. 

Jriftotk  was  a  Peripatetic  philofopher, 
who  ufed  to  inftnidl  his  fcholars  while  he 
was  walking.  When  the  lads  were  come, 
he  would  arife  to  tell  them  what  he  thought 
pcoper  J  and  was  therefore  called  Arife  ta 
tell.  But  fucceeding  ages,  who  underlteod 
not  this  etymology,  have,  by  an  abfurd 
change,  made  it  Arijiotle. 

Ariftophanes  was  a  Greek  comedian,  full 
of  levity,  and  gave  himfelf  too  much  free- 
dom ;  which  made  a  graver  people  not 
fcruple  to  fay,  that  he  had  a  great  deal 
of  niry  fiuff  in  his  writings :  And  thefe 
words,  often  repeated,  made  fucceeding 
ages  denominate  him  Anjlophanes.  Vide 
Rofin.  Antiq.  L  vv. 

Alexander  the  Great  was  very  fond  of  eggs 
roafted  in  hot  aflies.  As  foon  as  his  cooks 
heard  he  was  come  home  to  dinner  or 
fupper,  they  called  aloud  to  their  under- 
officers.  All  eggs  under  the  Grate :  Which,  re- 
peated every  day  at  noon  and  evenijig, 
made  ftrangers  think  it  was  that  Prince's 
real  name,  and  therefore  gave  him  no 
other ;  and  pofterity  hath  been  ever  fince 
imder  the  fame  deluiion. 

Pygmalion 
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Pygmiiatt.  "vras  a-  perfon  o£  very  loTrfta* 
ture,  but  great  valotMr  j  which  made  his 
townfmen  call  him  Py^mxlioit:  And  fo  it 
fliould  be  fpedt;  although  the  wbitihaA 
fuffiered  le£Ss  by  tranfcmbiers  than  many 
ddiers. 

uirvi&tV«r<^/.'Wia3  aimoftfamous  jnathemati' 
dsQi.  His  fhidies  requircdiilittcbfilence  and 
quiet :  But  his  wife  havingcicvcral  maidsf 
they  were  always  diJ^tuSbilig)  him:  with  thdr 
tatde  or  their  bufinefs  $  wbieh>  forced  him 
to  come  out  every  now  and  thcnv  to  die 
ibir-head,  and  cry,  "  Hhrhye  maidi^  if  you 
"  will  not  be  quiet,  I  ihail  tuifti/  you  out 
"  of  doors."  He  uepeaKd-  theft  words, 
Hark  ye  maidsy  fo  often^  that  the:  unlucky 
jades,  when  they  foundhewas.at  hisftudy, 
would  fay,  There  is  Hark  ye  maidty  let  ub 
fpeakfoftly.  Thus  the  name  went  through 
the  neighbourhood  j  andy  ac  laA,  gtew  fo 
general,  that  we  are  ignorant  of  that  gieac 
man's  true  name  to  this  dfaiyv 

Straho  was  a  famous'  geographer ;  and, 
to  improve  his  knowledge,  traTelled  over 
feveral  countries^  as  the  writeis- of  his  life 
inform  us;  who  likewife  add,  that  he  af' 
feiSled  great  nicenefs  and  finery  in  his 
cloaths :  From  whence  peopletook  occafion 
to  call  him  the  Stray  beau;  which  future 
4  ages 
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ages  have  pinned  down  upon  him,  very- 
much  to  his  diflionour. 

Peloponnefusy  that  famous  Grecian  penin- 
fula,  got  its  name  from  a  Creek  colony  in 
Alia  the  Lefs  ;  many  of  whom  going  for 
traffic  thither,  and  finding  that  the  inha- 
bitants had  but  one  well  in  the  town  of 
*  *  *  *,  from  whence  certain  porters  ufed 
to  carry  the  water  through  the  city  in  great 
pails,  fo  heavy  that  they  were  often  forced 
to  fet  them  down  for  eafe  ;  the  tired  por- 
ters, after  they  had  fet  down  the  pails,  and 
wanted  to  take  them  up  again,  would  call 
for  affiftance  to  thofe  who  were  neareft, 
in  thefe  words.  Pail  up^  and  eafe  us^  The 
ftranger  Greeks,  hearing  thefe  words  re- 
peated a  thoufand  times  as  they  pafled  the 
ftreet,  thought  the  inhabitants  were  pro- 
nouncing the  name  of  their  countr}% 
which  made  the   foreign  Greeks  call  it 

Peloponnefus^   a  manifeft  corruption  of  Pail 

« 

up  and  eafe  us. 

Having  mentioned  fo  many  Grecians  to 
prove  my  hypothcfis,  I  Ihall  not  tire  the 
reader  with  producing  an  equal  number 
of  Romans,  as  I  might  eafily  do.  Some 
few  will  be  fufficient. 

Cafar  was  the  grcateft  captain  of  that 
empire :  The  word  ought  to  be  fpelt  Seifer^ 

Vol.  XV.  1  i  becaufe 
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becaufe  he  /ci/ed  on  npt  only  moll  of  the 
known  world,  but  even  the  liberties  of 
his  own  country:  So  that  a  more  proper 
appellation  could  not  have  been  given 
him. 

Cicero  was  a  poor  fcholar  in  the  univerfity 
of  Athens,  wherewith  his  enemies  in  Rome 
ufed  to  reproach  him  j  and,  as  he  pafled 
the  ftreets,  would  call  out,  0  Cifery  Cifer  0! 
A  word  ftill  ufed  in  Cambridge,  and 
anfwers  to  a  fervitor  in  Oxford. 

Anibal  was  fwom  enemy  of  the  Romans, 
and  gained  many  glorious  victories  over 
them.  This  name  appears  at  firft  repeat- 
ing to  be  a  metaphor  drawn  from  tennis, 
exprefling  a  fkilful  gamefter,  who  can  take 
any  ball ;  and  is  very  juftly  applied  to  fo  re- 
nowned a  commander.  Navigators  are  led 
into  a  ftrange  miftake  upon  this  article. 
We  have  ufually  in  our  fleet  fome  large 
man  of  war,  called  the  Anibal  with  great 
propriety,  becaufe  it  is  fa  ftrong  that  it 
may  defy  any  ball  from  a  cannon.  And 
fuch  is  the  deplorable  ignorance  of  our 
feamen,  that  they  mifcall  it  the  Honey-baJL 
Cartago  was  the  moil  famous  trading  city 
in  the  world ;  where,  in  every  ftreet,  there 
was  many  a  cart  a  goings  probably  laden 

with 
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with  merchants  gcx)ds.     Vide  Alexander  ab 
AlexandrOy  and  Suidas  upon  the  word Cattago. 

The  word  Roman  itfelf  is  perfedlly  Eng- 
lifh,  like  other  words  ending  in  man  or 
men,  as  Hangman,  Drayman,  Huntfman, 
and  feveral  others.  It  was  formerly  fpclt 
Row-man^  which  is  the  fame  with  Waters 
7nan.  And  therefore,  when  we  read  of 
Jejla  (or,  as  it  is  corruptly  fpelt,  Gejia) Roman- 
cruMy  it  is  to  be  underftood.of  the  rough 
manner  oijejling  ufed  by  watermen;  who, 
upon  the  fides  of  rivers,  would  row  man 
orum.  This  I  think  is  clear  enough  to  con* 
vince  the  moft  incredulous. 

Mijanthropus  was  the  name  of  an  ill- 
natured  man,  which  he  obtained  by  a 
cuftom  of  catching  a  great  number  of 
mice,  then  Ihutting  them  up  in  a  room  and 
throwing  %  cat  among  them.  Upon  which 
his  fellow  citizens  called  him  Mice  and 
throivptifs.  The  reader  obferves  how  much 
the  orthography  h4th  been  changed  with- 
out altering  the  found :  But  fuch  deprava* 
tions  we  owe  to  the  injury  of  time,  and 
grofs  ignorance  of  tranfcribers. 

Among  the  antients,  fortune-telling  by 

the  liars  was  a  \q,ty  beggarly  trade.    The 

prof  eflbrs  lay  upon  flxaw,  and  their  cabins 

were  covered  with  the  fame  materials: 

I  i  2  Whence 
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Whence    every  one  who    followed    that 
myllcry  was   called  A  Jlraiv  lodger j  or  a 
lodger  in  ftraw ;  but,  in  the  new-fangled 
way  of  fpelling,  A/lrologer. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  very  word 
Dlpthong  is  wholly  Englifh,  In  former 
times  fchool-boys  were  chaftifed  widi 
thongs  failened  at  die  head  of  a  Hick.  It 
was  obferved  tliat  young  lads  were  much 
puzzled  with  fpelling,  and  pronouncing 
words  where  two  vowels  came  togctlier, 
and  were  often  corrected  for  their  miftakes 
in  that  point.  Upon  thefe  occafions  the 
mailer  would  dip  liis  thongs  (as  we  now  do 
rods)  in  p — ,  which  made  that  difficult 
union  of  vowels  to  be  called  Dipthong. 

Bucephalus^  the  famous  horfe  of  Alexan- 
der, was  fo  called  becaufe  there  were  ma- 
ny grooms  employed  about  him,  which 
felloes  were  always  bufy  in  their  office ;  and, 
becaufe  the  horfe  had  fo  many  bufy  fellows 
about  him,  it  was  natural  for  thofe  who 
went  to  the  liable  to  fay,  "  Let  us  go  to  the 
"  bufy  felloivs '^'  by  which  they  meant  to  fee 
that  Prince's  horfe.  And,  in  procefs  of 
time,  thefe  words  were  abfurdly  applied 
to  the  animal  itfelf,  which  was  thence- 
forth ftyled  Bufy  fellows^  and  very  impro- 
perly Bucephalus. 

I  fhall 
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I  Ihall  now  bring  a  few  proofs  of  the 
fame  kind,  to  convince  my  readers  that 
our  Englifli  language  was  well  known  to 
the  Jews. 

Mofes^  the  great  leader  of  thofe  people 
out  of  Egypt,  was  in  propriety  of  fpeech 
called  Monv  feas^  becaufe  he  mowed  the /eas 
down  in  the  middle,  to  make  a  path  for 
the  Ifraelites. 

Abraham  was  a  perfon  of  ftrong  bones 
and  finews,  and  a  firm  walker,  which 
made  the  people  fay.  He  was  a  man  (in 
the  Scotch  phrafc,  which  comes  neareft  to 
the  old  Saxon)  of  a  bra  ham ;  that  is,  of  a 
brave  ftrong  ham,  from  whence  he  acquir- 
ed his  name. 

The  man  whom  the  Jews  called  Balam 
was  a  fhepherd ;  who,  by  often  crying  Ba 
to  his  lambs^  was  therefore  called  Baalamb^ 
or  Balam. 

Ifaac  is  nothing  elfe  but  Eyes  ake;  becaufe 
the  Talmudifts  report  that  he  had  a  pain  in 
his  eyes.  Vide  Ben-gorion  and  the  Targum 
on  Genefts. 

Thus  I  have  manifeftly  proved,  tliat  the 
Greeks,  the  Romans,  and  the  Jews,  fpokc 
the  language  we  now  do  in  England; 
which  is  an  honour  to  our  country  that  I 
thought  proper  to  fet  in  a  true  light,  and 

yet 
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yet  hath  not  been  done,  as  I  have  heard, 

by  any  other  wrijer. 

And  thus  1  hSve  ^raa^ttred  (perhaps  too 
temerariDuffy)to  contribute  my  mite  to  the 
learned  world ;  from  whofe  candour,  if  I 
snay  hope  to  receive  fome  approbation, 
it  may  probably  give  me  encouragement 
to  proceed  on  fome  other  fpeculations,  if 
poflible,  of  greater  importance  than  what 
I  now  bfFer ;  and  which  have  been  the  la- 
bour of  many  years,  as  well  as  of  conllant 
watchings,  that  I  might  be  ufeful  to 
mankind,  and  partictdarly  to  mine  own 
country. 


End  of  Volume  XV. 
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